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The next meeting of the SVSA 
will be held

Wednesday, Sept. 27
in the LL Rice Room at the 
Jefferson Center in Roanoke, 
Virginia. Doors will open at 
7 p.m.; the meeting begins 
promptly at 7:30 and will 
last until the last song 
critique is finished, or 10:30 
p.m., whichever comes first. 
Members may submit one 
song for critique (on cassette, 
CD, phone, computer, or 
you can perform it live) and 
should provide at least 25 
copies of the lyrics. Critiques 
are limited to members only 
but non-members and guests 
are encouraged to sit in on 
the discussions and exercises.

September Feature Article

Finding Inspiration:
Check out new landscapes

by Alice Black
As I begin writing this article, 

my mom and I are driving across the 
plains of  South Dakota. There are 
many interesting things along I-90.

So far, I have seen the largest 
bull-head sculpture in the world, 
grain silos, the historic homestead 
of  Laura Ingalls Wilder, sunflower 
fields, corn fields, and billboards 
advertising free ice water at Wall 
Drug. 

But first, let’s go back in time to 
2013, when I wrote my song, Come 
Ride with Me, which was inspired 
by my trip to Albuquerque NM. 
It was a new place with features 
that I hadn’t seen before, including 
desert mountains, mesas, arroyos, 
free-range cattle, and bush-like trees 
called juniper and pinon. Many of  
those are in my song.

Interestingly enough, I also wrote 
about riding, which is something 
that I didn’t actually do while in 
Albuquerque. But, because I have 
ridden at home, it was easy enough 
to imagine. See Feature, page 2

DUES BEE DOO BEE DUE!

Pay at a meeting, pay on 
our website, or mail $35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698 

Salem, VA 24153

Think about how you can 
incorporate new landscapes into your 
songwriting. You could use what 
you see to add detail to a plain song. 
Landscapes that are different can 
be great settings to place characters 
in. Places or landmarks can trigger 
memories.

Alice Black

Fall into some good
songwriting habits today!
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Continued from page 1

So, remember as you’re traveling around, keep 
an eye out for new landscapes that can inspire you to 
write great songs. And who knows? There might be 
a gigantic bull head or maybe a Wall Drug in one of  
my next songs!

Feature article

SVSA member Alice Black receives her CD Of The Year 
award from the Rural Roots Music Commission for her CD 
“The Yodelin Mule,” featuring five of her original songs.

SVSA’s Aspen Black 
wins national CD award

Aspen Black has won the 2017 Classic Western 
CD Of The Year award from the Rural Roots Music 
Commission. “Lovin’ The West” was recorded at 
Randolph Walker’s home studio and co-produced by the 
two SVSA members. Randolph also added guitar, bass, 
and harmonica.

The Rural Roots Music Commission was formed 
a number of  years ago, in Iowa, to find a way to honor 
excelling recording artists who deal with traditional old-
time music, and many other traditional rural musical art 
forms.

Twelve-year-old Alice Black, SVSA member and daughter 
of  SVSA member Aspen Black, is a Top-Five nominee for 
the Western Music Association’s Crescendo Award in 2017. 
This is her first time on the final ballot in the WMA.

The Western Music 
Association encourages and 
supports the preservation, 
performance and composition 
of  historic traditional and 
contemporary music and 
poetry of  The West.

The Crescendo award is 
for a group or an individual, 
new to the national or 
international Western scene, 
who has made considerable 
advances artistically and / 
or commercially during the eligibility period. The band or 
individual should be performing under its / his / her name 
on a regular basis and not have more than two previous 
finalist nominations for this award. This award recognizes 
the group or individual artist.

Aspen Black and
Randolph Walker Alice Black finalist for 2017

WMA Crescendo Award
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MeetingNotes
Seventeen members (and 

one guest, former member 
Frank Dieter, who, we 
are happy to announce, 
has rejoined) attended 
our August meeting at the 
Jefferson Center in Roanoke 
VA. Frank cemented his 
reputation as an all-around 
good guy by bringing 
cookies for everyone.

The meeting was 
highlighted by a superb 
vocal workshop given by 
Celie Holmes. Her “Vocal 
Production Primer” talk 
was augmented with slides 
and a handout. We sang 
several group “ahhhh’s” 
and Celie conducted an 

informative Q&A session 
before wrapping things up.

There was a brief  
discussion of  the annual 
Third Street Coffeehouse 

/ SVSA Songwriters 
Spotlight, scheduled for 
October 27th. More on that 
as the event nears.

Only four original songs 

were brought in for critique, 
so we actually got out early 
for once. The songs were 
put through the standard 
SVSA “wringer”  – an 
open discussion of  each 
song with comments, 
opinions, suggestions, and 
observations.

If  you haven’t been to 
a meeting lately, stop on 
by. Non-members are 
encouraged to attend 
as well. Sit through a 
meeting or two and see 
for yourself  whether or 
not you think the SVSA 
would be beneficial to your 
songwriting efforts. 

~ David Simpkins

Celie Holmes

Bob & Denise Schmucker 
announce that Clinton Collins will 
come to BobTrap National Park and 
Performing Arts Center on Sunday, 
October 15th from 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Open will be Greg Trafidlo.

Trafidlo will open

Collins to headline BobTrap house concert
Bob met Clinton several years 

ago at a house concert and has seen 
him and his daughter Nicole perform 
several times. “I fell in love with his 
blend of  folk, Americana, bluegrass, 
and bluesy gospel. He’s got a wall 
full of  awards for performing and 
songwriting and has appeared on the 
nationally syndicated show Song of  the 
Mountains.” More info: http://www.
clintoncollins.com/index/. 

SVSA Treasurer Greg Trafidlo 
has shared the stage with many of  
the greats, including Tom Paxton, 
Bill Monroe, John Prine, Emmylou 
Harris, Kathy Mattea, and many 
more. He’s performed at the Ryman 
Auditorium in Nashville, and his 
songs have been featured all over the 
world. His new CD “The Crawlspace 

Tapes” is getting a lot 
of  national airplay. 
More info: http://
www.gregtrafidlo.
com/. 

The suggested 
donation (100% to 

performers) is $15 per person or $25 
per couple. The show will include 
a pot-luck style dinner (finger foods 
and snacks). Water, soft drinks, and 
ice will be provided. (BYOB for adult 
beverages.) A song circle is planned 
for after the show.

This is an outdoor event, but will 
go on inside if  the weather isn’t good. 
Parking will be on the street. Seating 
is limited to 40, so please RSVP no 
later than October 10th. More info: 
gramps1842@gmail.com. 

Clinton Collins

Greg
Trafidlo
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics you come across 
that are not listed here, as we’d like to 
make this listing as comprehensive as 
possible. Please provide the information 
in the format shown.

Also, if you should see a listing that has 
shut down, or if you know of an update 
to the current entries, drop a line to the 
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a 
vital and up-to-date source. 

BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA 

24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a 

mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.

THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues 

jam.

CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 

7:00-10:00 p.m. Bring your instrument 
and vocal talent! $5 food discount to 
the first 10 people to sign in. Hosted 
by Jodie Davis.

CLuB HAvoC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/

jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric 

Larsen.

THE CoffEE PoT
http://thecoffeepotroanoke.com
2902 Brambleton Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.774.8256
Sundays 5-9:00 p.m.
Hosted by Al Coffey.

DogTowN RoADHouSE
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836 
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. 

Music starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups for 
early slots begin at 5:30, sign-ups 
for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA and 
sound man provided.

DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADINg 
Co.

http://www.drapermerc.com/open-
mic-night.html

3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659 
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents 

welcome. Will provide one mic, PA 
assistance. 20 minutes for musical 
acts, 10 for all others. Must be family 
friendly and not too loud/disruptive.

fLoYD CouNTRY SToRE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/

music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563 
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. 

Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.

THE fRoNT Row
https://www.facebook.com/

thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542 
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instruments. Come rock the house.

gooD TIMES TAvERN
https://m.facebook.com/

goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA 
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m.First come, first 

served. Hosted Melissa Mesko

goSPEL CAfé
https://www.facebook.com/pages/

gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423    
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.

LuCIE MoNRoE’S CAfé & BAkERY
http://www.luciemonroes.com
1600 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.0909
Wednesdays. 6-9:00 p.m.

MAIN STREET CAfé
https://www.facebook.com/

mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30 

p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument 
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink, 
dance, and listen to good music. No 
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.

THE MILL IRoN gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mill-

Iron-grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by 

Rick Selfridge.

PARkwAY BREwERY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com 
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes 

anyone to try their hand at music. 
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

THE Q oPEN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com 
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by 

Scott Joshway.

For more
Open Mic listings,

see page 5
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 4

RADfoRD CoffEE CoMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/

radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEwSfEED&fref=nf

333 W Main St Radford, VA 24141
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock, 

poetry, etc. Small PA available.

RISINg SILo BREwERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00 

p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your 
instrument, your open ears, and your 
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for 
musicians, no cover.

RIvER CITY gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/

Radford-fiddle-and-Banjo-
Jam-191719767524461/

103 Third St. Radford VA 24141

540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle 

& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by 
Chris Bell.

RoANokE DIvERSITY CENTER
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.

com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a 

song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or 
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided. 
Performers may win gift cards. Small 
PA, two guitars, keyboard available 
– or bring your own instruments 
(no drums but smaller percussion 
instruments allowed).

RoCk THE MIC - RoANokE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound, 

lights, merchandise table, sponsor 
giveaways. Loud rock and blues 
improv, covers, and shows.

SCHooNER’S
http://www.schoonersfamily.com
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.420.0927
Tuesdays. 8:00 p.m. Solo to bands – all 

welcome. Hosted by Steve Guidus.

SouvLAkI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
SwEET DoNkEY CoffEE HouSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for 

announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your 
instrument or bring your friends. 

SYCAMoRE DELI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam. Wednesdays 

7-9:00 p.m. Open to anyone playing 
Old-Time style.

3RD STREET CoffEEHouSE
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-Street-

Coffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707

1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle. 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free, no cover. Hosted by Brooke 
Cundiff.

3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover. 
Hosted by Aspen Black.

Backus appears on local 
television program

SVSA member and Bedford VA native 
Catherine Backus appeared on Daytime 
Blue Ridge TV on Wednesday, August 23. 
The segment was introduced by host Brittany 
Flowers.

Catherine won first place in the general 
category at the national 2017 Chris Austin 

Songwriting 
Competition 
with her song 
Tomatoes. 
Photo by 
Ashley Lucas.
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September Blurbs

SVSA Treasurer Greg Trafidlo is 
the featured Artist of the Month 
on the music comedy web site 
Picklehead for September.

Picklehead, “Your Online 
Source For Comedy Music Since 
1995,” says that they’re happy 
to feature the long-time folk 
performer from Virginia and 
Chicago who’s got a lot of great 
parodies and witty folk classics.

“Check out his song samples 
and we’re sure you’re gonna 
wanna take this chance to save 
some bucks on his music!”

Link is http://www.
picklehead.com/mini/trafidlo.
html

Q
SVSA member Jerry Gilmore 

is currently 18 months out of 
cancer treatments and still 
cancer free. Jerry says that with 
lots of work, vocal exercises, 
etc., “I’m able to sing almost two 
hours before fatigue sets in.”

His “Give Back” gigs at various 
radiation clinics and chemo labs 
continue to be a  good source of 
inspiration and release for Jerry 
and his audiences.

With having written a 
half-dozen cancer-themed 

songs, one original tune 
— She Feels Beautiful Today 
— has been picked up by 
FeelsBeautifulToday.org 
for their web site. This song 
captured the feelings of female 
cancer survivors who took part 
in the annual fashion show at 
the Atlanta Hotel Ballroom.

Jerry will soon debut a new 
original, What Cancer Took, 
Heaven Gained Today. Jerry says 
that his inspiration came from 
a conversation at one of his 
previous “Give Back” gigs.

Additionally, www.
jerrysongs.com is still under 
construction, but is up and 

running. The site features short 
cuts from Jerry’s extensive 
musical catalog.

Jerry emphasizes that a few 
of the tunes are veterans of the 
infamous SVSA “wringer.”

Jerry says, “Working local 
one/two-hour pay gigs keeps 
me focused on a wide array 
of covers and various musical 
styles, and helps keep this 
old guy competitive with the 
younger set.”

Q
Pay your dues via PayPal 

online at http://svsasongs.
com/about.html#join

Left to right: SVSA members Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, Mike Franke, and David Simpkins 
performed at the Vinton VA Farmers Market on August 18th. it’s an odd gig: The audience is across the street! 
(Photo by Bob Schmucker.)
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Upcoming at 3rd Street Coffeehouse
DATE FEATURE ACT OPENING ACT
Sep 29 Mike Pearrell .......................................... Mike Franke
Oct 5 1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle ..... n/a
Oct 6 Dan & Marian McConnell ........................ Dennis & Evelyn   
  ............................................................... Danner
Oct 13 Kerry Grombacher .................................. TBA
Oct 19 3rd Thursday All Open Mic ...................... n/a
Oct 20 Panini Brothers ....................................... Mike Franke
Oct 27 SVSA Songwriters in the Round .............. no opening act
Nov 2 1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle ..... n/a

3rd Street Coffeehouse, 
established in 1987, is open every 
Friday evening. Opening act 
performances last from 7:30-8:30 
p.m.; feature performer from 8:30-
10:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smoke-
free, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge 

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /

Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes 
that the “Third Thursdays at Third 
Street All Open Mic” is a great way 
to share work, try out new songs 
or poems, offer CDs and merch 
for sale, and hang out with folks 
who share your interests. The next 
“Third Thursdays at Third Street all 
Open Mic” will be on Oct 18th. Sign 
up begins at 6:30 and ends when 
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will 
immediately go into the lottery for 
remaining slots at the end. Length 
of performance is determined by 
the number of participants. All 
levels of proficiency and styles are 
welcome, so long as your songs are 
appropriate for all audiences.

3rd Street Coffeehouse has also 
initiated the “First Thursday Guitar 
Pull / Song Circle” from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. Hosted by SVSA member 
Brooke Cundiff, performers can 
bring new material or play cover 
songs. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to 
sign up. Performers will get to play 
two or three songs in an in-the-round 
setting. The next “First Thursday 
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held 
October 5th.

venue. A hat is passed for donations 
to the featured performers.

If you’re interested in opening 
a show or headlining a night at 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh 
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email 
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.

3rd Street Coffeehouse is located 
at Trinity United Methodist Church 
at 305 Mountain Ave. SW, Roanoke, 
VA.

More info can be found online at 
www.roanoke.com Events Calendar 
and on Facebook.

SVSA member Dennis 
Danner unleashes his 
ukelele on the 3rd St 
Guitar Pull / Song Circle. 
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SVSA
MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT

• What are your songwriting ambitions?
 I enjoy performing and trying out new material on audiences, 

so I’ll always want to keep building an audience for that. I also 
aspire to sell some songs to a label or an artist in the future.

• How long have you been a songwriter?
 I used to write lyrics before I knew anything about music. I had 

tunes in my head to go along with them, I just didn’t know how 
to play them. So if I include that, I’ve been writing for 25 years.

• What would be your dream gig?
 I would like to play a big auditorium sometime and have some 

big-name guests join me to surprise the audience.

• What is your favorite lyric?
 Two Hearts Bruce Springsteen

• What song do you wish you’d written?
 Desperado by Glenn Frey and Don Henley.

• Who would you like to have dinner with?
 Bruce Springsteen, Elvis Presley, Mean Joe Greene, Sylvester 

Compiled by Ashley Lucas.
Please write a short bio, answer the following questions, and return 
to aslucas82@yahoo.com 
Include where you work, hobbies/interests other than songwriting, 
instruments you play, unique experiences you’ve had, family infor-
mation, etc. BE CREATIVE!

Stallone, and Christina Aguilera.

• What has been your favorite performance experience?
 It usually comes after the show, when a stranger asks me about 

one of my songs or tells me that it touched them in some way. 

• What’s your typical songwriting process like?
 It’s different every time. Sometimes I wake up with a tune in my 

head or I’ll come across a tune while playing the guitar. I build on 
those tunes, those gifts from the muse. Sometimes I think of a 
lyrical phrase or hear one that may have multiple meanings, so I 
start with lyrical ideas at those times.

• What’s your favorite song you’ve written and why? 
 The Escape on Route 21. It’s been well received by audiences 

and it explains the frustrations that I felt when I was writing it as 
well as my yearnings to escape them.

• Who are your favorite songwriters?
 Bruce Springsteen, Don Henley, Tom Petty, Bob Seger, Woody 

Guthrie.

EGAN GREEN
... plays acoustic classic rock and country / rock songs that combine with his southern accent 
to give classic tunes a new flavor. Raised in western North Carolina, he was influenced by 
mountain music but was also influenced by gritty tunes on the radio. He got started singing 
and playing with friends as a student at Appalachian State University. He later became the 
lead singer and guitarist for his first band in Indiana PA. He moved to Tennessee where he 
continued developing his musical abilities. He has settled in the New River Valley now where 
he has been a member of the Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association since 2015. He 
plays regularly at a number of venues in the region. Audience members are pleased with 
the surprises that he brings to his performances including playing a variety of instruments. 
Recently, Egan has been in the studio recording songs for his upcoming debut CD. 
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UpcomingContests
Sign up for the 19th Annual Great 

American Song Contest™. Here are 
some benefits:
• Win prestigious songwriting awards 

and $10,000 in prizes
• Get your songs heard and evaluated by top music-industry professionals
• ALL entries receive a thorough review from qualified music-industry 

professionals
• ALL submissions receive a written evaluation from contest judges

Submission deadline is November 15, 2017. For more information: https://
www.greatamericansong.com/index.php

Registration is now open for the 
14th Annual IAMA (International 
Acoustic Music Awards). 

• Enter online with an 
mp3, Soundcloud, YouTube, or 
Reverbnation URL of your song.

• IAMA has an “Artist of Month” 
feature. If you enter, you may get 
featured!

• IAMA embraces many genres in 
acoustic music, not just folk.

• Acoustic artists in various 
genres can gain radio and web 
exposure through this competition. 
Win $11,000 worth of prizes!

• Judging is based on excellence 
in music performance, songwriting/
composition/song choice, music 
production, and originality/artistry. 
You can enter in a number of 
categories.

• The first 1,000 entries
will receive a IAMA compilation CD 
featuring past winners.

For details, forms, and more 
information, go to: http://www.
inacoustic.com/

SVSA member Jimmie 
Landry was ready and 
waiting for the recent 
solar eclipse. Jimmie 
sported his special 
eclipse glasses and 
made ready to get a full 
eclipse tan. One can 
only hope he managed 
to get a song out of his 
experiences.
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Kathy Acosta
Catherine Backus
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
David Bowen
Steve Clark
Brooke Cundiff
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Mike DeGiorgi
Stratton Delany
Frank Dieter
Mike Dittrich
Charlie Divers

Current SVSA membership
as of September 2017

Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

Paul Douglas
Mike Franke
Jerry Gilmore
Egan Green
Dale Hamilton
George Harris
Larry Helms
Dan Hildebrand
Celie Holmes
Matt Horner
Josh Jones
Jimmie Landry
Steve Langston
Mark Laperle
Leigh Littleton
Ashley Lucas
Barbara Martin

Robert Matter
Marian McConnell
Britt Mistele
Charissa Morrison
Paul Morrissey
Mickey Nelson
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike Pearrell
Larry Sakayama
Bob Schmucker
Denise Schmucker
David Simpkins
Bill Stanton
Greg Trafidlo
Randolph Walker
Tony Wegmann
Randy Williams

Here’s a close-up of the award won by SVSA Vice 
President Ashley Lucas last May at the Richard Leigh 
Songwriters Festival in Marion VA.

OUT
 &

AB
OUT

 

WITH
 TH

E
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SA

SVSA member Marc 
Baskind performs at 
the Tap102 Restaurant 
in Bedford VA. 

SVSA member 
Mike Pearrell 
headlines at 3rd 
St Coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA this Fri 
Sept 29. Backing 
Mike will be SVSA-
ers Greg Trafidlo, 
Kathy Acosta, Britt 
Mistele, and David 
Simpkins. SVSA 
President Mike 
Franke will open.

Photo by Linda Giuliano Pearrell
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs

Mike Pearrell
Sept 29, 3rd St Coffeehouse, 8:30-10:00 p.m., main act with 

Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, and David 
Simpkins, Roanoke VA

Greg Trafidlo
Sept 29, 3rd St Coffeehouse, 8:30-10:00 p.m., backing up main 

act Mike Pearrell with Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, and 
David Simpkins, Roanoke VA

Oct 15, BobTrap House Concert, opening (with Kathy Acosta 
and Britt Mistele) for Clinton Collins, 5:00-8:00 p.m., Vinton 
VA

Oct 19, The Palms, In The Round, 7:30-10:00 p.m., 101 W Nelson 
St, Lexington VA

Nov 10, Two-Way Street (with Trifolkal and guest Marc 
Baskind), Downers Grove IL

Barbara Martin
Sept 30, Grace Estate Winery, 4:00-7:00 p.m., 5273 Mount Juliet 

Farm, Crozet VA, (434) 823-1486, www.graceestatewinery.
com

David Simpkins
Sept 29, 3rd St Coffeehouse, 8:30-10:00 p.m., backing up main 

act Mike Pearrell with Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, and 
Greg Trafidlo, Roanoke VA

Oct 27, 3rd St Coffeehouse, 7:30-10:00 p.m., SVSA Songwriters 
Spotlight in the round with Brooke Cundiff, Randy 
Williams, Celie Holmes, Larry Sakayama, Bob Schmucker, 
Dennis & Evelyn Danner, and Catherine Backus, Roanoke 
VA

Dan Hildebrand
Oct 27, 3rd St Coffeehouse, songwriters circle, 7:30-10:00 p.m., 

Roanoke VA

Marc Baskind
Fridays & Saturdays, The Greenbrier main dining room, with 

the Walter Scott Trio, 7:00-10:00 p.m., White Sulphur Springs 
WVA

Oct 22, Preston’s Brunch, The Inn at Virginia Tech, 11:00 a.m.-
1:30 p.m., Blacksburg VA

Oct 29, Beliveau Estate Winery, solo, 2:00-5:00 p.m., Blacksburg 
VA

David says: 
For heaven’s sake, please 
send me some articles, 
photos, blurbs, classified 
ads, links, and anything 
music related that you think 
readers of the SVSA Music 
News might want to see. 
Seriously. Do it for the next 
issue!

YAAAAAAAHHHHH!
YAAAAAAAHHHHH!
YAAAAAAAHHHHH!
YAAAAAAAHHHHH!
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Barbara Martin
EYES ON THE HORIZON — Jazz and all 
originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck 
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on 
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on 
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and 
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

KAlEIdOSCOpE — Barbara’s jazziest CD. 
All original songs, with co-writes with Joel 
Evans, Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

TOuCH THE SKY — Swinging acoustic 
blues and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac 
Walter.

David Simpkins
lONg STORY SHORT — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
mARC wITH A “C”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.  

David Bowen (Acoustic 
Reset)
CROSSINg OVER TImE — Featuring 
folk-pop tunes. Eight originals and eight 
covers accented by solid guitar licks and 
accompanying instruments. Available at 
acousticreset.com.

here with you eyes on the water

eyes on the horizon

long story shortmarc with a “c”

kaleidoscope crossing over timetouch the sky

Mark Laperle
HERE wITH YOu — Twelve original songs 
feature a blend of folk, blues, Americana, and 
pop. Backed by several SVSA members and 
others.

The Panini Brothers
EYES ON THE wATER — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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Trifolkal 
wINKIN’ — Newest release from that “trio 
fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the fun 
with poignancy and heart. 

TAO fROm THE mOuNTAIN — Tight 
harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting 
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips. 

Greg Trafidlo
CARVEd IN SONg— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

fOlK SINgulAR— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

tao from the 
mountain

winkin’

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

pacing the moon

Josh Jones
pACINg THE mOON — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Steve Clark
dOg JOggIN’    — 
Eleven sweet and 
true amusing tunes 
comprise this quirky 
singer/songwriter CD. 
Available at cdbaby.
com.dog joggin’

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that 
range from silly to sublime, drawing you in 
with warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include 
“I Got Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a  
Mountain,” and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD 
Baby or contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

THE CRAwlSpACE TApES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”
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from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

dimestore detective land of my dreams

Mike Pearrell
Cup Of CONTRAdICTIONS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dImESTORE dETECTIVE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Aspen Black
EASTERN wESTERN COwgIRl — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

fROm THE HEART Of A COwgIRl — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

HORSEgIRl pOET — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

A HuNdREd YEARS TOO lATE — All original 
music for horse lovers and those who yearn 
to preserve the spirit and lands of the last 
American frontier. Available at CDBaby.

lOVIN’ THE wEST — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

cup of contradictions

Marian and Dan McConnell
lANd Of mY dREAmS — Takes the listener 
along on an excursion in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains in Virginia through 14 original 
folk songs with celtic and country/rock 
underpinnings. Recorded at Catawba Sound 
Studio. Available at cdbaby.com.

horsegirl poet

Mike Franke
wHAT’S dONE IS dONE — A debut release 
of 14 original folk and blues tunes about 
everyday life and interesting people featuring 
Mike’s fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

lovin’ the west
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions 
contained in this newsletter 
are intended to be helpful to 
songwriters. The companies 
and organizations mentioned 
are believed to be legitimate; 
however, SVSA does not endorse 
any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success 
based on the content.

We are always looking for 
articles about SVSA members 
and articles of interest to the 
songwriting community. Send 
articles and information to the 
Editor, David Simpkins, or svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. SVSA is 
a non-profit organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike franke – President
Ashley lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
greg trafidlo – Treasurer
Bob schmucker - Board Member
Mike Degiorgi - Board Member

SVSA
P.o. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com


