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Certain inspiration:

Closely observing one’s peers

Greg
Trafidlo

The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
Wednesday, JAN 24
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

by Greg Trafidlo
A checklist appeared a year
ago in the SVSA Music News that
was intended to inspire your
songwriting in new ways. We all
know how much better we could be
as musicians and songwriters if we
applied ourselves more than we do.
Back in the ’70s I played with
a bluegrass band. One day I was
walking down a Chicago street with
our banjo player, Richard Hood,
who was carrying his banjo case.
A passing man said to him, “You
any good on that thing?” Richard
replied, “Only about a third as good
as I know I could be.”
7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

Since its inception in the early
’80s it’s been the SVSA’s goal to be
a supportive and non-intimidating
organization to help members
become better at the craft of
songwriting and performance. Some
have said they cut out the checklist
from last January and put it on their
refrigerators. That’s step one!
Over the years I have learned
another way of getting inspired
is by observing our members and
their progress and what they have
done to advance their place on the
songwriting “food chain.” Instances
of SVSA members teaching by

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

See Feature, page 2

PAYING TH OS E
DUES
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA
24153

Franke places second in song competition

MIKE
FRANKE

SVSA President Mike Franke received notification from the most recent
Mid-Atlantic Song Contest that his song Recognize Me won second place
(“Silver”) in the Jazz/Blues category.
Mike will be traveling to Vienna VA to perform the song at the SAW MASC
Awards Night Gala and Concert on January 21 at Jammin’ Java.
A full slate of this year’s winners can be had at http://saw.org/page1859992.
Regarding his win, Mike said, “The style of the song I entered lent itself
really well to being played solo on an old guitar with no post-production. (I
recorded it live, one take, on my iPhone!). It added unintentional authenticity
— especially when compared to the first-place winner, a jazz tune with a full
production.”

Feature article
Continued from page 1

example appear monthly in the newsletter: Mike
Franke winning a Silver Award in the Vocal Jazz/
Blues category of the Mid-Atlantic Song Contest
for his song Recognize Me (the first of many
awards, I expect); Alice Black for establishing
herself in the Western Music scene; more members
playing open mics for the
first time; Larry Sakayama
Since its inception
and Mike DeGiorgi refinin the early ’80s it’s
ing their songs into Panini
been the SVSA’s goal
Brothers performances. All
to be a supportive
sharing what they learned
and non-intimidating
and crafted with others.
We can’t help but be inorganization to help
spired and motivated by
members become
the incremental successes
better at the craft
of our peers.
of songwriting and
I ask myself why I atperformance.
tend songwriting workshops and song camps
like the Swannanoa Gathering. Simply, it comes
down to this: to be inspired by the instructors
and others around me. This month’s Acoustic
Guitar and the spring issue of American Songwriter include articles about retreats/camps in
the coming year.
So this year go back and pick a couple of
examples from the checklist to refocus on
developing our chosen craft. Always remember the NSAI motto: “It all begins with a song.”
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Christmas Songs ... Why are they so hard to write?
by Mike DeGiorgi
This holiday
season marked the
completion of my
fourth Christmas
tune. I’ve been
writing songs for 50
years and each year
I make an attempt
to write a holiday song ... so my track
record isn’t very good.
Christmas songs are just too
darn hard to write! First, you have to
figure out what you can possibly have
to say about Christmas that there isn’t
already a song about. Go ahead, try
it ... if you think you’ve come up with
something new, well chances are you
really haven’t.
Then there is the question of
style or genre. Traditional Christmas
carols like Silent Night, Oh Holy
Night, Oh Come All Ye Faithful, Joy to
the World ... they basically retell the
Christmas story and have a spiritual/
hymnal quality. Those songs also
tend to be long, with lots of verses,
which makes them well suited for
church and performances by choirs.
I like those songs, but I hardly ever
want to hear all the verses.
Then there’s my favorites: the old
school jazzy tunes. Have Yourself a
Merry Little Christmas, The Christmas
Song ... lots of cool chords, hardly
ever a chorus, frequently a very
sweet bridge that’s a slight variation
of the bridge of every other cool,
jazzy Christmas tune. I’ve noticed
that these songs are often pretty
short. White Christmas has a couple
verses, no chorus, no bridge. It paints
a single vignette and has a great
melody.
These old jazzy tunes also often
have very cool endings, which might
suggest another old Christmas song,
or a brief piece of nice musicianship.

An example is the end of The
Christmas Song, which ends with a
soft fade out of Jingle Bells, played on
a jazz guitar. Sweet!
Old school Christmas songs
evolved through the early rock era,
which produced some new classics
like Blue Christmas,
Jingle Bell Rock, and
Merry Christmas

“If you think
you’ve come up
with something
new ... well,
chances are you
really haven’t.”
Baby. These songs are still pretty
catchy and melodious. They are also
heavily built on a 1-4-5 blues base.
Then, you’ve got your novelty
tunes like Grandma Got Run Over
By A Reindeer. They can be fun,
but don’t allow for much of an
emotional connection. People seem
to love ’em or hate ’em!
Finally, there’s whatever gets
produced by today’s popular artists.
Maybe it’s my age, but I just don’t
remember many of these. Paul
McCartney has a couple of okay
Christmas songs. Justin Bieber has
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Christmas songs. Most of these
tunes are more heavy on groove and
beat, but lyrically seem uninteresting
(to me anyway).
So that’s a brief backdrop of
what you’re up against. Here’s what
I’ve learned writing Christmas songs
against that backdrop:
• It’s easier to try and come up
with a fresh twist on an old theme,
than it is to try to create a new
theme. The song I wrote this year,
Last Plane to Christmas, has a fresh
title and hook, even though the basic
theme comes from I’ll Be Home For
Christmas.
• No matter how much you
might think something’s been done
before, nostalgia works. One reason
that Christmas songs resonate so
strongly with people, is that we
all have specific memories of the
holidays. Those memories have
percolated over a lifetime and get
activated by a good tune. Even if
you have some unhappy holiday
memories, a tune like River by Joni
Mitchell, can take you to that place
very quickly. In general though, sad
Christmas songs are a hard sell.
• Keep it short. If you have a
chorus, you may not need to repeat
it more than twice. A very catchy
refrain or bridge might even work
better than a chorus. Santa Claus Is
Comin’ To Town is a great example
of a memorable refrain. A lot of
Christmas songs come in around 2.5
minutes.
• Don’t overwrite or overthink
a Christmas song. Have you ever
noticed how a lot of Christmas song
lyrics have a hokey quality to them?
You can get away with murder
writing Christmas song lyrics, as
long as you capture a mood or
feeling that resonates with people ...
See Christmas Songs, page 4

Meeting Notes
Nineteen members and
two guests attended our
November meeting, the
final one of 2017.
A brief talk was given
by guest Gary Hunt, who
outlined the benefits of
performing at the Ronald
McDonald House in
Roanoke VA. Hunt called
for volunteers, citing the

impressive number of
SVSA members who have
performed there in the past.
The election of 2018
board officers saw no
change with the exception
of Frank Dieter taking
over for Greg Trafidlo
as treasurer. Greg was
recognized for his long
stretch of service in the

position. Bob Schmucker
and Mike DeGiorgi will
return as at-large board
members and will be joined
by newbies Dennis Danner
and Larry Helms.
A full slate of 12 original
songs were brought in for
critique. The songs were
put through the standard
SVSA “wringer” – an

open discussion of each
song with comments,
opinions, suggestions, and
observations.
Guests are welcome at
our meetings. Sit through
a meeting or two and see
whether or not the SVSA
would be beneficial to your
songwriting efforts.
~ David Simpkins

Christmas Songs
Continued from page 3

and the melody is good.
I learned this the hard way a
couple years ago, when I wrote a
song called Leaving Raqqa ... Do
You Have Any Room? I thought
the lyrics and the story were really
good. A Syrian family with a new
baby, trying to escape the clutches
of Isis to find safety and refuge.
It was full of violent imagery and
retold the Christmas story from
the perspective of a persecuted
Muslim family. I mean, what
could go wrong with that!
• Pay attention to the ending.
If the song is short, catchy and
emotionally connects with
people, the audience may not
be ready for it to end when you
are. A cool ending seems to let a
tune linger and extend whatever
feeling you were trying to convey.
Soft fade outs (The Christmas
Song), strong instrumental
punctuations (Jingle Bell Rock) ...
they seem to be just as important
as the rest of the song.
Happy New Year, fellow
songwriters!
For more on this topic, see
http://www.songwriting.net/
blog/writingchristmassongs

SVSA members Evelyn and Dennis Danner get into the holiday spirit with
one of their original songs.

Mondlock concert / workshop next weekend
The Songmaker Series in Charlottesville VA
will host a concert featuring noted performing
songwriter Buddy Mondlock on Friday, January 26th
at 7:00 p.m. at Cville Coffee. Cost is $20.
Next day, Mondlock will lead a songwriting
workshop in Batesville VA. Workshop cost is $50.
Mondlock has given songwriting workshops
nationally and internationally. His songs have been
recorded by an impressive list of performers.
For more info about the concert go to: https://
www.facebook.com/events/199978060566714/. For workshop info, email
Mary Gordon Hall at marygordonhall@gmail.com
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics you come across
that are not listed here, as we’d like
to make this listing as comprehensive
as possible. Please provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that
has shut down, or if you know of an
update to the current entries, drop
a line to the SVSA gmail address.
Let’s keep this a vital and up-to-date
source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month.
7:00-10:00 p.m. Bring your
instrument and vocal talent! $5 food
discount to the first 10 people to sign
in. Hosted by Jodie Davis.
Club Havoc
http://clubhavoc.net/author/
jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.

The Coffee Pot
http://thecoffeepotroanoke.com
2902 Brambleton Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.774.8256
Sundays 5-9:00 p.m.
Hosted by Al Coffey.

Gospel Café
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.

Dogtown Roadhouse
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Music starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups for
early slots begin at 5:30, sign-ups
for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA and
sound man provided.

Lucie Monroe’s Café & Bakery
http://www.luciemonroes.com
1600 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.0909
Wednesdays. 6-9:00 p.m.

DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING
CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents
welcome. Will provide one mic, PA
assistance. 20 minutes for musical
acts, 10 for all others. Must be family
friendly and not too loud/disruptive.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
Good Times Tavern
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m.First come, first
served. Hosted Melissa Mesko.
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MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your
instrument and jam! Or just sit and
eat, drink, dance, and listen to good
music. No cover charge. Hosted by
Mike Warren.
The Mill Iron Grill
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
Parkway Brewery
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MiC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.

For more
Open Mic listings,
see page 6

SVSA member Jerry
Gilmore is a veteran
of many an open mic.

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 5
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.
RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.

Roanoke Diversity Center
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Performers may win
gift cards. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).
ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
Schooner’s
http://www.schoonersfamily.com
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.420.0927
Tuesdays. 8:00 p.m. Solo to bands – all
welcome. Hosted by Steve Guidus.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 7-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Melissa Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
Sycamore Deli
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3rd street coffeehouse
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.
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A WORTHY
CAUSE
On November 12 at
Schooners in Roanoke VA,
several SVSA members
(including Mike Franke,
Marc Baskind, Bob
Schmucker, and Steve
Langston) were among
a number of local
performers who held
a benefit concert for
Amanda Worley, a young
single mom who lost
her home and all of her
possessions (along with
her kids’ possessions)
in a tragic house fire
the previous July. Local
businesses donated items
for raffles and a sizeable
amount was raised to
help out the victims of
the tragic fire. (Photos by
Denise Schmucker.)

MARC
BASKIND

BOB
schmucker
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Songs and Technology
by Bill Stanton
The way I heard
it, these people,
who were moving
into this house in
San Antonio, were
rummaging through
their attic and found
this box which
contained what looked like canisters.
They had no idea what
these “canisters” were, but Hank
Williams’ name was written on the top of this
box. So, someone
somehow decided
to get in touch
with Hank Williams Jr.’s recording company in
Nashville and informed someone that they had found
this box of “something” that maybe
his long-deceased father might have
recorded many years ago.
These San Antonio folks boxed
up these “canisters” and sent them

to Nashville, and someone in Hank
Williams Jr.’s record company
somehow found a way to listen to
what turned out to be very early
songs by this country music legend
and played them for his son.
One of these really early songs
was called There’s A Tear in My Beer
which Hank Williams Jr., through
the wonder of modern technology,
decided to record this song and
harmonize with his dad.
There’s A Tear
In My Beer with
both Hank Williams and Hank
Jr. singing together was a tremendous hit on
the country
charts, just as
Natalie Cole and her
late father Nat King Cole combined
for a “duet” of Unforgettable that was
a pop and easy-listening hit.
I love it when, with all the
incredibly rapid changes in
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technology, we are able to retrieve
music from a bygone past that is not
lost and forgotten forever.
A few years ago before my wife
Debbie and I moved to Roanoke VA,
I was going through my own spring
cleaning project and found an old
cassette tape demo of mine called
Consort. I was playing this tape on an
old cassette recorder, and eventually
Debbie, who was listening in our
living room, came into my mancave
and was really curious about what I
was listening to.
“Wow! … I really like that.
Who is that?” she asked. I told her
about Consort, two fiddle players,
my 12-string guitar, and my vocals
… all original songs. “That is really
beautiful,” she said.
Eventually, we took the cassette
to Cliff Adams who had done a few
recording projects for me in the past.
I asked him if he could convert this
ancient cassette (that was originally
recorded in 1977) onto a CD. He
had a lot of fun with it and these
songs now are on one of the CDs I
market at my gigs. It’s a little rough
around the edges but the beauty of
those two fiddles is still there.
Songs and technology — it
makes me wonder how much really
wonderful music has been lost
because of technological changes.
I still have two reel-to-reel demo
tapes I made in the ’70s. Good luck
in finding a reel-to-reel tape player
these days.
I just hope that everyone in the
SVSA will push away the cobwebs
and look through old abandoned
stuff, listen with new ears, and bless
us with some incredible music.

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic

DATE	FEATURE ACT.....................................OPENING ACT
Jan 26
Feb 1
Feb 2
Feb 9
Feb 15
Feb 16
Feb 23
Mar 1
Mar 2
Mar 9

McConnell and Walker..................................The Entwined
.....................................................................(Dan & Adonna)
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle...........n/a
Steve Smith..................................................Marc Baskind
Ian Fitzgerald...............................................Bill Stanton
3rd Thursday All Open Mic............................n/a
Andy May.....................................................Jimmie Landry
Two To Tango................................................The Essentials
.....................................................................(Art Katz)
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle...........n/a
No Any Walls................................................The Entwined
.....................................................................(Dan & Adonna)
Sutherlin (Thomas Dietzel)...........................The Essentials
.....................................................................(Art Katz)
SVSA member
Egan Green takes
a break from the
guitar at a 3rd
Street Coffeehouse
Open Mic.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch
for sale, and hang out with folks
who share your interests. The next
“Third Thursdays at Third Street all
Open Mic” will be on Feb 15th. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse has also
initiated the “First Thursday Guitar
Pull / Song Circle” from 7:00-9:00
p.m. Hosted by Jim Page, performers
can bring new material or play cover
songs. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to
sign up. Performers will get to play
two or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
February 1st.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave. SW,
Roanoke, VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.
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ABOVE: SVSA member Greg Trafidlo (center,
guitar) sits in with some local musicians during
his visit to Camaguey, Cuba last month. (Photo
by Judy Larson.)
TOP RIGHT: SVSA member Steve Clark
performs at the American Legion Post 16 open
mic.
RIGHT: SVSA member Charissa Morrison
delivers her brand of eclectic original music to a
room full of rapt listeners.
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Sometimes
a happy
ending!
THE BACKSTORY
On November 4th, in
Albuquerque NM, all five of Aspen
and Alice Black’s instruments – a
mandolin, a tenor guitar, a bass
ukulele, and a 1932 Supertone
guitar – all uninsured – were stolen
from their SUV as they ate dinner at
an area restaurant. The two SVSA
members were in town for the
Western Music Association national
convention.
The New Mexico Chapter of the

WMA passed a bucket for Aspen
and Alice at a local pub. The take
was not nearly enough to cover the
cost of the stolen instruments but the
mother and daughter performed that
night (and since) on instruments lent
(and given) to them by friends.

FORWARD - HO!
Word got out regarding the
theft when the Blacks got back
home to Rocky Mount VA. Board
members of 3rd Street Coffeehouse

Gary Hunt surprises SVSA member Alice Black, 12, with
a new Godin guitar at 3rd Street Coffeehouse on January
18th. (Photo by Heather Rousseau, The Roanoke Times.)
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in Roanoke VA and the SVSA
spread the news. The SVSA web
site soon created an on-line means
of collecting donations from its
members.
Coffeehouse regular and music
fan Gary Hunt, who books regular
performances at Roanoke’s Ronald
McDonald House and heads “Book
Bag Santa” volunteer relief efforts,
reached out to Godin Guitars
(based in Canada) with a link to
the Albuquerque Journal newspaper
article about the theft.
Company founder Robert
Godin’s wife, Janet Godin,
responded by sending a brand-new
archtop guitar to replace Alice’s
vintage Supertone in time for 3rd
Street Coffeehouse’s first open mic
night of this year.
Hunt and fellow conspirators set
up a surprise presentation to Alice.
When Hunt handed her the guitar,
Alice said, “Oh, my gosh! Whoa.
I don’t know what to say. It’s so
pretty.”
She and her mother Aspen then
performed a medley of western
movie songs, letting the new guitar
speak for itself. Alice said of her old
guitar, “It was sad that it was stolen,
but the new one is better.”

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Greg Trafidlo

DAVID SIMPKINS

Feb 17, “Trafidlo Follies” Writers Night house concert with
Marc Baskind, Mike Franke, Mike Pearrell, Laura Pole,
Britt Mistele, David Simpkins, and Kathy Acosta, 104
Miller Dr, Bridgewater VA

Feb 17, “Trafidlo Follies” Writers Night house concert with
Marc Baskind, Mike Franke, Mike Pearrell, Laura Pole,
Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, and Kathy Acosta, 104 Miller
Dr, Bridgewater VA

barbara martin

MARC BASKIND

Feb 3, Danville Storytelling Festival, 10:30 a.m.-noon,
Danville Museum of Fine Arts and History, 975 Main St,
Danville VA, (434) 793-5644, free admission. https://www.
danvillemuseum.org/

Fridays & Saturdays, The Greenbrier main dining room, with
the Walter Scott Trio, 7:00-10:00 p.m., White Sulphur Springs
WVA

Feb 16, Rockfish Valley Community Center Coffeehouse Series,
7:30 p.m., 190 Rockfish School Ln, Afton VA, (434) 3610100, $7 cover. http://rockfishvalleycommunitycenter.
memberlodge.com

Sunday Evenings, Luigi’s, background solo, 6:00-9:00 p.m.,
Brambleton Ave, Roanoke VA
Jan 20, Montano’s International Gourmet with JimmieJazz,
7:00-10:00 p.m., 3733 Franklin Rd SW, Roanoke VA
Jan 25, Inn at Virginia Tech, Continental Divide Lounge, solo,
5:00-7:00 p.m., 901 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA
Feb 2, 3rd St Coffeehouse, solo, opening for Steve Smith, 7:308:00 p.m., 305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA

SVSA members have crossed
this threshold many, many
times. (Photo by Bob
Schmucker.)

Feb 9, Whitebarrel Winery, solo, 6:00-8:30 p.m., 4025 Childress
Rd, Christiansburg VA
Feb 17, “Trafidlo Follies” Writers Night house concert with
Greg Trafidlo, Mike Franke, Mike Pearrell, Laura Pole,
Britt Mistele, David Simpkins, and Kathy Acosta, 104
Miller Dr, Bridgewater VA
Feb 23, India Garden Restaurant, solo, 6:00-8:30 p.m., 210
Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA
Feb 25, Inn at Virginia Tech, Preston’s Restaurant Brunch, solo,
11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 901 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA

Final SVSA membership for 2017
Kathy Acosta
Catherine Backus
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
David Bowen
Steve Clark
Brooke Cundiff
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Mike DeGiorgi
Stratton Delany
Frank Dieter
Mike Dittrich
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
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Robert Matter
Mike Franke
Marian McConnell
Jerry Gilmore
Britt Mistele
Egan Green
Mary Gordon Hall Charissa Morrison
Paul Morrissey
Dale Hamilton
Mickey Nelson
George Harris
Charles (Jack) Page
Larry Helms
Mike Pearrell
Dan Hildebrand
Larry Sakayama
Celie Holmes
Bob Schmucker
Matt Horner
Denise Schmucker
Josh Jones
David Simpkins
Jimmie Landry
Bill Stanton
Steve Langston
Greg Trafidlo
Mark Laperle
Randolph Walker
Leigh Littleton
Tony Wegmann
Ashley Lucas
Randy Williams
Barbara Martin
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

Here a link, there a link ...
86 INTERESTING GUITAR CHORDS
http://www.guitarplayer.com/lessons/1014/guitaressentials-86-interesting-guitar-chords/62786

STRINGS CAN MAKE A HUGE DIFFERENCE
http://acousticguitar.com/same-guitar-new-sounds/

5 MUSIC BUSINESS MISTAKES TO AVOID
https://songtown.com/5-music-business-mistakes/

CREATE A GOOD LYRIC VIDEO FOR LESS THAN $10
http://diymusician.cdbaby.com/youtube/creatinggood-lyric-video-less-10/

27 WAYS TO MURDER YOUR VOICE
http://blog.judyrodman.com/2017/10/27-ways-toabsolutely-murder-your-voice.html

8 REASONS TO HAVE A CO-WRITER
http://www.songwriting.net/blog/8-reasonssongwriting-cowriter

GO AHEAD -- WRITE A TERRIBLE SONG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIC5JZFE010&fea
ture=youtu.be

5 WAYS TO MAKE YOUR SONGWRITING SUCCESSFUL
http://www.songwriting.net/
blog/5waystonewyearsuccess

5 MUSIC BUSINESS MISTAKES
https://songtown.com/5-music-business-mistakes/

ON NET NEUTRALITY
https://www.premierguitar.com/articles/26668-stateof-the-stomp-howd-you-hear-about-them?

HOW TO WRITE THE PERFECT E-MAIL PITCH
http://blog.reverbnation.com/2017/11/15/how-towrite-the-perfect-email-pitch/
IT’S TRUE: IF YOU SING, YOU’RE SMART AND CREATIVE
https://www.peacequarters.com/neuroscientistsdiscover-people-who-like-to-sing-maybe-smarter-andmore-creative/
HOW TO SHOP FOR A USED GUITAR (PARTS 1&2)
http://acousticguitar.com/how-to-shop-for-a-usedguitar/
http://acousticguitar.com/how-to-shop-for-a-usedguitar-part-2/
TOP 10 TIPS FOR ENTERING SONGWRITING
COMPETITIONS
http://www.songwriting.net/blog/ten-tips-enteringsongwriting-competitions
TAMING STAGE FRIGHT
http://blog.reverbnation.com/2017/11/24/how-totame-nerves-before-a-big-show/
BEST NEW WAYS TO GET THE GIG
http://diymusician.cdbaby.com/musician-tips/reasonbands-dont-get-gig-fix/
PROMOTE YOURSELF VIA VIDEO
http://blog.reverbnation.com/2017/12/01/how-toboost-engagement-with-promo-videos/
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MORE ON NET NEUTRALITY
http://diymusician.cdbaby.com/business/repeal-netneutrality-mean-musicians/
YOUR GUITAR CAN BE AN AIRLINE CARRY-ON
https://www.guitarplayer.com/players/airlinesrequired-to-accept-guitar-as-carry-on
HOW TO BE A PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-be-aprofessional-musician/

SVSA Classifieds
GUITAR FOR SALE

Alvarez Yairi 6-string guitar. Spruce top, rare
Hawaiian Koa back and sides. Gloss finish and
in great shape. K&K Pure Mini pick-up system.
Comes with a hard shell case. $550.00 Call
Britt Mistele 540-745-6771.

SVSA Music News free
classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All
classifieds must be musicrelated.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

eyes on the horizon

kaleidoscope

marc with a “c”

long story short

touch the sky

here with you

crossing over time

eyes on the water

Barbara Martin

Marc Baskind

EYES ON THE HORIZON — Jazz and all

marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original

Kaleidoscope — Barbara’s jazziest CD.
All original songs, with co-writes with Joel
Evans, Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

Touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic

Mark Laperle

blues and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac
Walter.

David Bowen (Acoustic
Reset)
Crossing over time — Featuring

folk-pop tunes. Eight originals and eight
covers accented by solid guitar licks and
accompanying instruments. Available at
acousticreset.com.
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HERE WITH YOU — Twelve original songs

feature a blend of folk, blues, Americana, and
pop. Backed by several SVSA members and
others.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

the crawlspace tapes

pacing the moon

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ —

dog joggin’

Eleven sweet and
true amusing tunes
comprise this quirky
singer/songwriter CD.
Available at cdbaby.
com.

Greg Trafidlo
Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD

reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary

folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
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Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that

range from silly to sublime, drawing you in
with warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include
“I Got Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a
Mountain,” and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD
Baby or contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest
CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Josh Jones
Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

Trifolkal
winkin’ — Newest release from that “trio

fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the fun
with poignancy and heart.

Tao from the Mountain — Tight
harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

land of my dreams

what’s done is done

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

Mike Pearrell

Aspen Black

cup of contradictions — 13 original

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Marian and Dan McConnell
Land of My Dreams — Takes the listener

along on an excursion in the Blue Ridge
Mountains in Virginia through 14 original
folk songs with celtic and country/rock
underpinnings. Recorded at Catawba Sound
Studio. Available at cdbaby.com.

Mike Franke
what’s done is done — A debut release

of 14 original folk and blues tunes about
everyday life and interesting people featuring
Mike’s fingerstyle and slide guitar.
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horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
a hundred years too late — All original

music for horse lovers and those who yearn
to preserve the spirit and lands of the last
American frontier. Available at CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike Franke – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Frank Dieter – Treasurer
Bob Schmucker - At-Large Board
Member
Mike DeGiorgi - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

