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Craft and Patience with Crap
by Mollye Otis

MOLLYE OTIS
The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WEDNESDAY AUG 22
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

My lifelong desire to pursue
songwriting serendipitously
intersected at Roanoke VA’s
Sweet Donkey Coffeehouse last
fall in conversation with one of
the members of SVSA. Invited
to a meeting that very evening, I
jumped on the impulse and found
myself in congenial songwriting
company. I’ve been going to
monthly meetings ever since,
grateful to have found a wonderful
group with whom I can share this
writer’s journey.
Who was it that sang “it ain’t
easy bein’ green?” I think I know.
We ALL know.

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

Willing to give this craft a go,
I quickly encountered the “ain’t
easy” part. Trying to create a
balance of lyric, melody, rhythm,
and arc – not to mention an idea
worth singing about – soon started
feeling like walking through an
overgrown field where you can’t see
anything above your nose all the
while feeling the stinging nettles
at your feet. But this began the
unfolding of creative process that I
am still discovering. In the work, I
am finding … dare I say it … joy
in the pain!
Vulnerability and willingness
to receive feedback is critical to this

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

See Feature Article, page 2
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process. One of the important
functions of SVSA is the offering
of a “safe space” where I can
put my ideas out there and be
received graciously and given
generous commentary. The
group’s jokes about “the SVSA
wringer” are lighthearted and
(for me anyway) all in good fun.
I cannot take offense at feedback
that I’m asking for from the
room. I appreciate the opinions
of members reflecting their
wisdom, insight, and benefit of
experience.
As a result of this
interaction, my own personal
writing process is developing. I
read every single comment and
consider it. Whether I agree with
the comment or not, it has given
me another point to think about,
integrate, or ignore. In so doing,
it validates my own choices and
reasoning. Or else it convinces
me that I have a problem as yet
unresolved and I need to rewrite.
Put more simply, it teaches me
more about why I do what I
do and which aspects I need to
improve.
I’ve submitted several songs
by now and have tried something
new with each one. Already,
with each new endeavor, I
sense a surer approach to the
tasks of creating a well-crafted
song. Anticipating our monthly

Continued from page 1

meeting often spurs me to work
toward a “deadline,” knowing I
will put myself out there again into
the “SVSA wringer.” I may not be
quite as green by now, but aqua
is pretty close. And it’s still a long
way around the lily pad to get to

“Just kind of stay

with your crap and it’ll get
better if you just stay

with it and come back every
day and keep going.”

~ Philip Roth
a fully-realized artistic product. A
few positive attempts along the way
have reinforced the desire that is
moving me forward.
I recently listened to an
interview with the author Philip
Roth. In it, he was asked what
age had given him, in reference
to his writing. His answers were
illuminating and reassuring:
“(age and experience) gives you
patience to outlast your frustration.
To be confident that if you just stay
with it, you’ll master it, but that
doesn’t mean tomorrow necessarily,
but that it gives you confidence in
your instincts, in those spontaneous
activities.
“Confidence can be shattered
at the end of a first draft. Any work
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where you start with nothing on
a page and you have to fill the
page is accompanied by a lot
of anxieties and a lot of fear;
fear that you simply can’t do it.
And frustration as you’re doing
it because what comes is very
crude. But what comes over
years is a tolerance for your own
crudeness and patience with your
own crap. And a kind of belief in
your own crap. Just kind of stay
with your crap and it’ll get better
if you just stay with it and come
back every day and keep going.”
As I look further ahead, I see
another chance to get it right, to
land on an idea and – through
growth and experience – be able
to realize a well-crafted song
borne out of my own crap. My
own crap is really the reason to
write in the first place, isn’t it? To
get at something true in me that
connects me to others, to perhaps
touch others with that truth. To
have something to say and say it
well.
It ain’t easy writing crap,
much less sharing it with a
roomful of songwriters. But
trusting in the process and in the
quality of generosity that SVSA
provides, I am safe to explore.
The journey well underway, the
discernible benefits of feedback
and support from colleagues in
SVSA has proven invaluable.
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Barris returns for an encore concert, workshop
She’s not a member of the SVSA
(yet) but she’s certainly becoming
a familiar sight to its members.
Sally Barris, a Grammy-nominated
songwriter and a seasoned professional
performer will again grace the area
with an SVSA-sponsored concert
followed by an SVSA-sponsored
songwriting workshop.
The concert will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 8 at the King George
Inn in Roanoke VA. The show starts
at 7:00 p.m. and lasts until 9:00 p.m.
Admittance is a suggested donation
of $10 for all comers. SVSA President
Mike Franke will be the opener.
The songwriting workshop will
be held the following day, Sunday,
Sept. 9, at 3rd Street Coffeehouse
in Roanoke VA from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
The number of participants will be
limited to 15. Costs are $15 for SVSA
members and $20 for the general
public.
Her web site (http://sallybarris.
com) explains that Sally is an A-list
Nashville songwriter who has had
songs covered by such top-level artists
as Kathy Mattea, Martina McBride,
and Lee Ann Womack. Her song Let

The Wind Chase You, recorded by
Trisha Yearwood and Keith Urban,
received a Grammy nomination for
vocal collaboration in 2009.
Dirty Linen magazine says,
“Barris knows how to write lyrics that
are as forthright as a stream of clear
water and how to support them with
melodies that share that quality.”
While her writing credits mightily
impress, fans and peers are most
captivated by her bright spirit and
expressive mountain soprano.
The Minnesota native has
performed for Mountain Stage, New
Bedford Summer Fest, Wildflower
Arts & Music Festival, and the
Kerrville Folk Festival.
Sally is currently touring with her
new CD, “The Road in Me,” which
will be available at the concert and at
the workshop.
SVSA-ers are still waxing poetic
about Sally’s last appearance here in
November 2017. Her concert, held at
3rd Street Coffeehouse, was a rousing
success and earned her a roomful of
converts to her gently dynamic style.
She brought the rapt audience from
a laugh to a tear on many occasions,

sometimes in the same song.
Sally’s workshop is still providing
benefits for those who attended. The
song critiques at our meetings are
often punctuated with the preface, “As
Sally Barris said ....”
For more details about the
upcoming Sally Barris concert and
workshop, see the poster on the
previous page or check our web site.
Seating is limited, so make plans now
to attend one or the other -- or both if
at all possible.

At left are the pleased participants who attended the Sally Barris songwriting workshop last November. Topics discussed
and insights gained at that workshop are still reverberating through SVSA song critiques. At right is long-time SVSA
member Greg Trafidlo backing Sally at last November’s 3rd Street Coffeehouse concert. Greg also opened the show.
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We’re used to seeing former SVSA
president and current member Steve
Clark with a guitar around his neck
but this is a little different. Steve ran
the Lynchburg (VA) Half Marathon on
August 11 and earned a third-place finish
in his age group. Congratulations to
Steve for his efforts and also for being
an inspiration to the rest of us couch
potatoes. (Photo by Jay Proffitt.)

Egan Green performed at
the DogTown Roadhouse
Open Mic in Floyd VA
on August 12.

David Simpkins & the KGB were at the Little
Green Hive Open Mic in Christiansburg VA
on July 11. Left to right, Greg Trafidlo, Britt
Mistele, Kathy Acosta, and David Simpkins.
(Photo by Rick Krajnyak.)
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Few of us would pass up an opportunity to sit next to
legendary bluesman B.B. King and maybe pick up a tip
or two. Judy Larson, spouse of SVSAer Greg Trafidlo,
spied this remarkable public bench concept at a Teen Art
Exhibit at O’Hare Airport in Chicago back in July.
Hope you’re having as much
fun this summer as Dennis
and Evelyn Danner!
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Meeting Notes
Twenty members and
two guests attended our
June monthly meeting.
The opening “business”
section of the meeting
was taken up with
plans and discussions
concerning upcoming
SVSA events.
The August 17
showcase at WVTFFM’s Art Open House
was discussed and it
was noted that we were
honored that WVTF
approached the SVSA
to provide the event’s
entertainment. It’s quite
a feather in our cap
considering the high
quality of available talent
in the region.
The SVSA-sponsored
Sally Barris concert and

workshop slated for Sept.
8 & 9 required some
lengthy discussion as
well. See this issue of the
SVSA Music News for
more details and info.
Nine original songs
were brought in for
critique. The songs faced
the standard SVSA
“wringer” – an open
discussion of each song
with comments, opinions,
and suggestions.
Guests are welcome at
our meetings. Sit through
a meeting or two and see
whether or not the SVSA
would be beneficial to
your songwriting efforts.
You’ll find us fun and
informal – maybe we’re
just what you need!
~ David Simpkins

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-SIDES
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAVOC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
THE COFFEE POT
http://thecoffeepotroanoke.com
2902 Brambleton Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.774.8256
Sundays. 5-9:00 p.m.
Hosted by Al Coffey.
DOGTOWN ROADHOUSE
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
5 POINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
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GOOD TIMES TAVERN
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
GOSPEL CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
LITTLE GREEN HIVE
http://littlegreenhive.com/
1600 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.0909
Wednesdays. 7-10:00 p.m.
Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
THE MILL IRON GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
MULLIGAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.

More Open Mic listings
on page 8

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 7
OBER BREWING COMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
PARKWAY BREWERY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.

“In terms of helping
people understand and
know each other a
little better, music is
universal – universal
and transporting.”
~ Aretha Franklin

RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.
RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.
ROANOKE DIVERSITY CENTER
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).
ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SOARING RIDGE CRAFT BREWERS
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
SYCAMORE DELI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3RD STREET COFFEEHOUSE
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

SVSA and WVTF: A Fine, Fun Event
When southwest
Virginia public radio WVTF’s
Luke Church, host of All
Things Considered and host
extraordinare of Roots Down,
WVTF’s own Americana /
mixed-bag music program,
got in touch with SVSA Board
Member Bob Schmucker
regarding a possible benefit
performance for a WVTFsponsored art show, it was a
no-brainer.
It was just a matter of
sorting out the who, what,
where, when, and having at it,
full speed ahead.
The event, formally titled
“Art Open House at WVTF:
Beyond Reality featuring
the works of Sue Furrow
and Bonnie Mason,” was
held Friday, August 17 from
5:00-7:00 p.m. at the station’s
Studio Gallery on Kingsbury
LN in Roanoke VA.
It was a free event with

food by Center Stage, drinks
by Chateau Morrisette, and
original music by members of
the SVSA.

Since time was limited
to about an hour, four SVSA
performers were chosen: Greg
Trafidlo, David Simpkins,

Performing for the WVTF Art Open House on Aug 17 were
SVSAers (left to right) Britt Mistele, David Simpkins,
Kathy Acosta, Bob Schmucker, Mike Franke, and Greg
Trafidlo. WVTF host Luke Church is at the far right.

Left to right: Trafidlo, Simpkins, Acosta, Schmucker, Mistele, and Franke.
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Bob Schmucker, and Mike
Franke. Backing them on
vocals were the newly-dubbed
(by Franke) “SVSA Memorial
Choir:” Kathy Acosta and
Britt Mistele.
As the session was
intended to be recorded and
used in segments on Church’s
Roots Down show, there was
no need for a PA or amps.
More than anything, it was
like a giant house concert,
with the performers playing
acoustic instruments and the
audience sitting directly across
from the music. There were
microphones, but they were
for recording purposes only.
With the show heavily
promoted on the station,
in local print media, and
on Facebook and Twitter,
the limited seating space of
about 20 was filled with an
appreciative audience.
The performers managed
three songs apiece and filled
the allotted time almost to
the minute. Afterwards, the
musicians posed for photos
outside with host Church.
The SVSA thanks
WVTF, Luke Church and his
crew, and all the others who
made this such a pleasant,
enjoyable, and stress-free
event.

Photos on this and previous page by Denise Schmucker.

KATHY ACOSTA
BOB SCHMUCKER
BRITT MISTELE
MIKE FRANKE

BOB SCHMUCKER
DAVID SIMPKINS

GREG TRAFIDLO
DAVID SIMPKINS
KATHY ACOSTA
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BRITT MISTELE

THE CRAFT OF THE CRAFT: Song Origins

Cha$ing the American Dream
by Bill Stanton
The title for this new song came
out of a recent conversation with older
friends of mine. This conversation was
full of questions like “Hey, do you
remember when gasoline was a dollar
a gallon?” or “Can you believe that my
first house cost only 10,000 bucks back
when….”
We all came up with lots of examples in our own
lives — like my first teaching contract which was
for 6,000 bucks a year, and my first wife and I were
obviously living large in an apartment on the East
Boulevard in Weehawken, NJ. We had a wonderful view
of the New York skyline ... and suddenly the memory of
that time when my long-term goal was to make 10,000
bucks a year turned into a refrain for a new song.
The tempo for the verses feels pretty bluesy in the
Key of E major or maybe E7… The refrain is definitely
in E minor with a dirgy intense quality.
Sometimes we forget just how crazy the inflation
cycle has affected everyone for the last few decades. This
song is a reminder that this was a time, a very long period
of times when there was a very real middle class and the
American Dream was maybe a lot easier for many to
reach than it is today.

1967 © Bill Stanton
Ten thousand, ten thousand, ten thousand bucks a year
and then repeat
Ten thousand, ten thousand, ten thousand bucks a year
with a kind of e-minor dirge quality
followed by the following verses:
If ever I could make ten thousand bucks a year
I’d be livin’ large in Jersey in a wonderful career
Ten thousand bucks would do it – I was pretty sure
My future would be settled, locked up, and secure
REFRAIN
Ten thousand, ten thousand, ten thousand bucks a year
Ten thousand, ten thousand, ten thousand bucks a year
If ever I could make ten thousand bucks a year
I’d own an English Tudor house in the suburbs so dear
I’d be a pillar of my community on the Board of Trustees
Of every institution that I could draw to me
REFRAIN
If ever I could make ten thousand bucks a year
That was my career goal – today it sounds so weird
So whatever happened to money, my dear old friends?
Billionaires are everywhere – how will it ever end?
REFRAIN

TEN THOUSAND, TEN THOUSAND, TEN THOUSAND BUCKS A YEAR...
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Folk legend Fred Neil wrote a famous
song, something about “...goin’ where the
weather suits my clothes ....” Mike Franke
isn’t exactly dressed for the current
weather but he was certainly properly
dressed when performing last winter.

Marc Baskind reacts to
accidentally playing a
somewhat standard chord at
a Bridgewater VA house
concert earlier this year.

Britt Mistele delivered a
superb set of originals as the
opener for the Reckless Saints
at 3rd Street Coffeehouse on
Fri Aug 17.
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THE CRAFT OF THE CRAFT: Song Lyrics
The following is an article that
appeared in the June issue of
my alumni digital magazine,
lightly edited where the author
(an academic researcher) tended
to wander into explaining
processes, hypotheses, and such.
~ David Barudin

Words Matter: How Lyrics Help Songs Top the Charts
Wharton’s Jonah Berger discusses his research on predicting song popularity.
Summer is still a few weeks away, but people are already talking about
what will be 2018’s “song of summer.” New research from Wharton
marketing professor Jonah Berger might help out the oddsmakers. Along
with co-author Grant Packard, a marketing professor at Wilfrid Laurier
University, Berger used natural language processing to study hundreds of
songs and their lyrics to see what made some catch on while others failed
to climb the charts. Berger recently spoke to Knowledge@Wharton about
his findings, which are outlined in the paper, “Are Atypical Songs More
Popular?” An edited transcript of the conversation follows.
Knowledge@Wharton: A lot of your
past research focuses on virality
or why certain things catch on while
others don’t. What inspired you to
focus on songs this time?
Jonah Berger: We hear songs all the
time. We’re in our car on the way
to work, or we’re at home listening
to YouTube. We like some songs
and don’t like others. Some climb
the Billboard charts and some fail.
One question I wondered was why.
Obviously, songs are tough to study.
There are a lot of different factors that
shape song success, from who sings
the songs to what sort of melodies
they have. We thought it would be
interesting to look at a slightly more
unexplored place, and that is the
lyrics. Just by looking at the lyrics
alone, could we pick up some traction
on why songs succeed and fail?
Knowledge@Wharton: You examined
songs within their particular genres

— country songs with other country
songs, R&B songs with other R&B
songs. Why did you decide on this
format?
Berger: We had a simple, and I think
interesting, hypothesis, which is that
the success of songs doesn’t just
depend on their lyrics in general, it
depends on how similar that song

“There is this notion
out there that certain
genres care more
about lyrics than
others.”
~ Jonah Berger
is from other songs that are popular
recently. Take a country song, for
example. A country song could be
very like most country songs that are
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out there already. The lyrics could be
very similar to what people usually
sing about in country music, or the
lyrics could be more different, more
novel, more new for a country song.
We wondered whether songs that
sound more new, because their lyrics
are different than most songs in the
space, could be more popular with
listeners.
Knowledge@Wharton: You found
some interesting patterns among
these song lyrics. For example, if
somebody thinks that all country
songs are about girls and trucks,
they are not too far off, based on this
research.
Berger: We used natural language
processing, which is a way to
analyze text using software. We
did something called LDA (latent
Dirichlet allocation), which helps
us figure out the underlying themes
Continued on page 14

W O R D S M AT TE R

Continued from page 13

“On average, the more different a song was from its genre,
the more successful it was on the Billboard chart.”
or topics in the songs. It can take a
whole bunch of different songs with
all of their different lyrics and find
general themes. We found that there
were 10 themes across all songs that
tended to pop. Some songs talk about
love, others talk about girls and cars,
some talk about dancing. We asked,
what part of each song is in each of
these themes? And we found, like you
mentioned, that country songs don’t
only sing about girls and cars, but
they sing a good bit about that theme.
Knowledge@Wharton: What were
your key findings about how lyrical
differentiation impacted song
popularity?
Berger: We found that even though
many things affect song popularity,
like who sings it and the melody,
we could understand what songs
become successful just by looking at
the lyrics alone and just by looking
at how different a song is from its
genre. We found that, on average, the
more different a song was from its
genre, the more atypical a country
song was for country music, the more
successful it was on the Billboard
chart, the higher ranked it was. Even
controlling for things like who sang
the song, when it was released, etc.,
the mere fact that it was different
from most other songs in its genre
was connected to it being more
successful.
Knowledge@Wharton: Is there a
particular song that is an especially
good example of these overall
findings?
Berger: What is interesting is it is hard
to tell the difference between songs
just by listening to them. I bet if you
were listening to a radio and I asked

you how different this country song
is from country songs that usually
come on, you wouldn’t be very good
at telling me, and I wouldn’t be very
good at telling you. We often don’t
consciously pay attention to all of
the lyrics or even recognize all of the
lyrics, but natural language processing
allows us to find these implicit or
underlying themes that drive success.
So, it wasn’t driven by one song in
particular; it was looking at it across
all of these songs. Lyrics shaped
whether they were successful or not.
Knowledge@Wharton: There were a
couple of outliers here, and one of
those was pop songs. Can you talk to
us about that?
Berger: One thing we wanted to try to
do is say whether this effect is causal.
It is neat that successful songs tend to
have more different lyrics, but are the
different lyrics causing the songs to be
successful, or might it be something
else? We did a lot of work to show
a causal effect, and one thing we
tried to do was see whether it varies
by genre. There is this notion out
there, if you think about songs, that
certain genres care more about lyrics
than others. You might imagine, for
example, that lyrics don’t matter so
much in dance songs because there
aren’t many lyrics, if there are any
at all. If we think about pop songs
compared with country or rock,
success in pop is often more about
being the same rather than being
different. We wondered whether in
those two genres — pop and dance
— we might see different effects, and
indeed we did. We found that lyrics
didn’t matter much at all in dance
songs, and similarity was better than
difference in pop songs. It suggested it
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is not just about the lyrics themselves,
it is about how the lyrics relate to
difference and how that matters in the
specific genre being examined.
Knowledge@Wharton: Could this
technique also be used to predict a
summer blockbuster or most popular
beach read, for example?
Berger: That is exactly right, and that
is what we are trying to do now. We
are looking at thousands of movies
to see whether we can predict how
successful movies are going to be,
in terms of box office sales as well
as ratings online, based on their
scripts. We’re looking at emotional
trajectories, for example, in the
scripts. We’re doing more work with
music lyrics, we’re doing some work
with content and text of books, and
we’re also doing work with customer
service calls. Imagine you call an
airline or an online retailer. How
do the words the customer service
representative uses, as well as how
they use those words, affect how
satisfied the customers are? Across a
bunch of different domains, we are
interested in words even though we
don’t always pay attention to them.
How might those words affect success
or failure? People may tell you they
liked a song or a movie, but they may
not know why. What this allows us to
do is actually quantify what makes a
song or a book or a movie successful,
even if it is hard to study otherwise.
Knowledge@Wharton: Do you have a
prediction for what is going to be the
song of this summer?
Berger: I don’t have a specific
prediction, but I bet it will be atypical.
I bet it will be something unusual
rather than normal.

Collins returns
to BobTrap
Sept 30
Bob and Denise
Schmucker announce that
songwriter and performer
Clinton Collins will be

returning to the BobTrap
National Park and
Performing Arts Center
in Vinton VA on Sunday,

Dan Hildebrand
and Adonna Lemon
will open.

September 30, from 3-5:00
p.m.
Collins is widely
renowned for his excellent
songwriting, his guitar
playing, and for being an
all-around excellent guy.
The concert is planned
as an outdoor event, but
will be moved indoors if
the weather gets rough.
Dan Hildebrand and
Adonna Lemon – The
Entwined – will be
opening for Collins.
The suggested

donation is $10 per person.
Bob and Denise
will provide a tray of
fried chicken and some
soft drinks. Guests are
encouraged to bring light
side dishes or snacks and
desserts.
Let Bob know if
you are attending so he
can set up enough tables
and chairs. Bob’s email
address is rjschmucker@
cox.net. Put “Clinton
Collins Concert” in the
subject line.

Happy trails indeed

Black nominated for awards
SVSAer Aspen Black is among the
nominees for 2018 AWA Western Female
Vocalist, 2018 AWA CD of the Year for
“Lovin’ the West, ” and 2018 AWA Song
of the Year – twice – for “It Must Be the
Rain” and “Sing Me a Campfire Song,” her
duet with Kerry Grombacher. She thanks
fellow SVSA member Randolph Walker
for engineering and playing on “Lovin’ the
West.” For more information, see http://
awaawards.org/?p=899
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SVSAers Alice and Aspen Black
have been touring the western states
since early this summer.
Aspen says, “We’ve had such fun
presenting these programs day after
day. It’s a full schedule and a lot of
work, but very rewarding. Alice and I
also got featured in several newspapers
this summer (see left) and always had
a line of young fans wanting to have
their picture taken with us after each
show. Alice and I played for a little over
3,000 kids and their families in the past
two months.”
Aspen notes that she’s looking
forward to getting back to more “adultoriented” shows in September.

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch for
sale, and hang out with folks who
share your interests. The next “Third
Thursdays at Third Street all Open
Mic” will be on September 20. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
September 6.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................... OPENING ACT
Aug 24
Aug 31
Sep 06
Sep 07
Sep 14
Sep 20
Sep 21
Sep 22
Sep 28
Oct 04

Dollar / Walker.............................................4 Random Notes
Davis Bradley Duo........................................Bob Schmucker
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle...........Jim Page
JP Parsons....................................................Matthew Bowles
The Panini Brothers......................................Red Hot Roosters
3rd Thursday All Open Mic...........................n/a
Andrew Kasab..............................................Betsy Biesenbach
Special Saturday Show: SVSA Songwriters In The Round
ilyAiMY........................................................Bob Schmucker
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle...........Jim Page

SVSA board
member Bob
Schmucker is a
frequent opening
act at 3rd St
Coffeehouse.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave. SW,
Roanoke, VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

Pettis to play
3rd Street in
November
by Bob Schmucker
On Sunday afternoon,
November 4, 3rd Street
Coffeehouse in Roanoke
VA will host nationally
known songwriter and
performer Pierce Pettis.
Pettis is an A-List
player on the national folk
scene, a regular at major
festivals, and a frequent
instructor at major
songwriting camps and
seminars.
He is well known for
crafting finely-wrought,
heart-touching songs. His
songs have been recorded
by artists including Susan
Ashton, Dar Williams,
Garth Brooks, and Art
Garfunkel.
Check him out
at https://www.
piercepettis.com/.
Opening for Pettis
will be SVSA member
and outstanding local
songwriter, performer, and
luthier, Larry Sakayama.
Doors open at 1:30
p.m. and the music goes
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

SVSAers Denise and Bob Schmucker get together with the Reckless Saints – a.k.a.
Roy Schneider and Kim Mayfield – after their performance at Roanoke VA’s 3rd Street
Coffeehouse on August 16. Below, Bob and Roy do a little pickin’ and grinnin’ at
Denise and Bob’s house in Vinton the following day.
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
MARC BASKIND
Aug 25, Vinton Farmers Market with Britt Mistele, David
Simpkins, Mike Franke, Greg Trafidlo, and Kathy Acosta,
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 204 W Lee Ave, Vinton VA
Aug 25, Palisades Restaurant, solo, 6-9:00 p.m., 168 Village St,
Eggleston VA
Aug 31, 3 Li’l Pigs BBQ Patio (weather permitting), solo, 7-10:00
p.m., 120 Kingston Dr, Daleville VA
Sept 8, Inn @ Virginia Tech Tailgate, solo, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.,
901 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA

ASPEN BLACK

Sept 14, India Garden Restaurant, solo, 6-8:30 p.m., 210 Prices
Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA

Sept 5, The Singing Cowgirl, Kearney Library, 10-11:00 a.m.,
Kearney NE

Sept 21, Poor Billy’s Seafood, solo, 6-9:00 p.m., 201 N Main St,
Blacksburg VA

Sept 5, Writing Workshop: Creating Stories in Songs and
Poems, Kearney Library, 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m., Kearney NE

Sept 22, 300 Club with the Stardusters, 7-11:00 p.m.
Sept 23, Inn @ Virginia Tech, Preston’s Brunch, solo, 11:00 a.m.1:30 p.m., 901 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg VA

Sept 6, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher, Songs and Stories
of the a.m.erican West, Wilson Public Library, 2-3:00 p.m.,
Cozad NE

Sept 29, Bedford County Fair with the Heat Of The Night Band,
time TBA, 2074 Smith Mountain Lake Pkwy, Huddleston VA

Sept 6, Songwriting is Fun!, Wilson Public Library, 4-5:30 p.m.,
Cozad NE

DAVID SIMPKINS
Aug 25, Vinton Farmers Market with Britt Mistele, Greg
Trafidlo, Mike Franke, Marc Baskind, and Kathy Acosta,
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 204 W Lee Ave, Vinton VA

GREG TRAFIDLO
Aug 25, Vinton Farmers Market with Britt Mistele, David
Simpkins, Mike Franke, Marc Baskind, and Kathy Acosta,
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 204 W Lee Ave, Vinton VA
Aug 26, Coopers Cove picnic and song circle, noon-1:30 p.m.

ASPEN BLACK
Aug. 31, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, National
Traditional Country Music Association Festival, 1-1:45 p.m.,
4:30-5:00 p.m., 7:30-8:00 p.m., LeMars IA
Sept 1, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, National
Traditional Country Music Association Festival, 10:30-11:00
a.m., 4-4:30 p.m., 6:30-7:00 p.m., LeMars IA
Sept 2, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo - National
Traditional Country Music Association Festival, 11:00 a.m. 12:00 noon, 1:30-2:00 p.m., 4:00-4:30 p.m., LeMars IA
Sept 4, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, Good Morning
Nebraska TV Show, 9-10:00 a.m., Kearney NE
Sept 4, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
Kearney Library, 7-9:00 p.m., Kearney NE
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Sept 6, Ukulele for Teens, Wilson Public Library, 7-8:30 p.m.,
Cozad NE
Sept 9, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, House Concert,
7-9:00 p.m., Hudson WY
Sept 10, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert, Crook
County Library, 7-9:00 p.m., Sundance WY
Sept 11, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
Niobrara Public Library, 6-8:00 p.m., Lusk WY
Sept 12, The Singing Cowgirl, ArtCore Wyoming - School Progr
a.m.s, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Casper WY
Sept 13, The Singing Cowgirl, ArtCore Wyoming - School Progr
a.m.s, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Casper WY
Sept 13, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
ArtCore Wyoming, 7-9:00 p.m., Casper WY
Sept 14, “From Idea to Radio” School Assembly, Thermopolis
Arts Council Progr a.m., 10-11:00 a.m., Thermopolis WY
Sept 14, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
Pioneer Assisted Living Facility, 2-3:00 p.m., Thermopolis WY
Sept 14, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, House
Concert, 7-9:00 p.m., Thermopolis WY
Sept 18, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
Weston County Library, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Newcastle WY
Sept 19, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert,
Gillette Public Library, 6-8:00 p.m., Gillette WY
Sept 20, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo Concert, High
Plains Western Heritage Center, 7-9:00 p.m., Spearfish SD
Sept 21, Aspen Black & Kerry Grombacher Duo, House
Concert, 6-8:00 p.m., Rapid City SD

Songwriting Contests, Workshops, etc.
Song Contest Open For Entries
Now in its 28th year, The DSA 2018 Song Contest
is one of the longest running international song contests
for amateur songwriters. Offering over $5,000 in cash
and prizes this year, the DSA has EIGHT categories in
all. Accepting submissions through 9/30/2018. Pick your
category and enter today! Click here for more info about
this contest: http://dsasongcontest.blogspot.com/

SVSA members August 2018
Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
Clay Blevins
Steve Clark
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke
Jerry Gilmore
Egan Green
Mary Gordon Hall
Dale Hamilton
George Harris
Larry Helms
Celie Holmes

Matt Horner
Josh Jones
Jimmie Landry
Steve Langston
Ashley Lucas
Liz McAuley
Britt Mistele
Paul Morrissey
Eric Mosley
Jake Orzalli
Mollye Otis
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike Pearrell
Larry Sakayama
Bob Schmucker
Denise Schmucker
David Simpkins
Jeff Smith
Bill Stanton
Greg Trafidlo
Randolph Walker
Tony Wegmann
Randy Williams

Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)
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MASC contest deadline is Sept 30
The Songwriters Association of Washington presents
the 35th Annual Mid-Atlantic Song Contest (MASC). Final
entry deadline is Sept. 30. For more info, go to https://
www.saw.org/masc

19th annual AMERICANAFEST®

The Americana Music Festival & Conference will take
place Sept. 11-16, 2018.
AMERICANAFEST® gathers thousands of artists,
fans, and industry professionals from all over the world in
Nashville TN. It brings together legendary artists, the next
generation of rising stars, fans, and industry professionals
for six days of seminars, panels, and networking
opportunities as well as raw, intimate showcases each
night.
The conference portion features panels, seminars,
exclusive day-time performances, and much more. This
special event covers the interests and needs of artists,
managers, labels, radio stations, publishers, agents,
promoters, retailers, legal and business affairs executives,
merchandisers, and new media professionals – all
presented by music industry leaders.
And you do not have to be a member of the Americana
Music Association® or in the music industry to purchase a
conference registration and attend all the events.
Also, If you choose not to be a part of the experience
through a conference registration, then a festival wristband
will get you access to 500 live performances at almost 60
of Nashville’s most prominent venues and much more.
For more information, go to:
http://americanamusic.org

LINKS OF INTEREST
MAKE YOUR OWN MERCH — AND MAKE MONEY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OK7GSh8b6P0
WHAT’S A PUBLISHING DEAL? AND HOW CAN YOU GET
ONE?
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/what-is-apublishing-deal-and-how-can-you-get-one/

Greg Trafidlo and Marc Baskind at 3rd Street Coffeehouse.

SVSA CLASSIFIEDS
FENDER PA, WIRELESS MIC

For Sale: Fender Passport 150 Pro PA system
with Nady UHF-4 Wireless Mic system:
$150.00 obo
FENDER PASSPORT 150 PRO
• 150W Class-D power amp
• Speakers: One 5.25” woofer, Two 2.75”
tweeters
• Line Out: 1/8” mini stereo out
• Channels: 4: 2 mic lines with XLR and 1/4”
line inputs, 2 stereo channels with 1/4” and
1/8” (for MP3 player) inputs
• Impedance: 4 ohms
NADY UHF-4 WIRELESS MIC
• Choice of UH-4 hand-held mic transmitter
or UB-4 lavaliere or headphone mic
transmitter
• 3-way switch selector for use with
instruments
• 120 Db dynamic range, 250+ ft range of
operation
If interested, contact Frank Dieter at 540-5808002 (call/text) or fdieter07@gmail.com

SVSA Music News free
classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All
classifieds must be musicrelated.
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TOO MANY GOALS CAN BE A BAD THING
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/why-settingtoo-many-goals-can-set-your-music-career-back/
HOW DO YOU PRONOUNCE THAT, ANYWAY?
https://blog.zzounds.com/2018/08/16/10-music-gearbrand-names-you-should-know-how-to-say/
THE LOWDOWN ON ACOUSTIC GUITAR DIs
https://www.premierguitar.com/articles/27686-the-411on-acoustic-guitar-dis
WHY DOES MY NEW GUITAR NEED A SET-UP?
http://acousticguitar.com/ask-the-expert-why-does-mynew-guitar-need-a-setup/
HOW TO HOLD A MICROPHONE WHEN SINGING
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-hold-amicrophone-when-singing-or-rapping/
THREE SPOOKY GUITAR MYSTERIES
https://reverb.com/news/the-devil-the-burst-and-thedeath-dream-3-mysteries-in-guitar-culture
HOW TO TUNE YOUR TENOR BANJO LIKE A GUITAR
http://blog.deeringbanjos.com/how-to-tune-a-tenorbanjo-to-chicago-tuning
SORT OUT ALL THE YOUTUBE OPTIONS
https://diymusician.cdbaby.com/youtube/what-areall-these-different-youtubes-and-is-my-music-earningmoney-there/
“THE LAST SONGWRITER” DOCUMENTARY (video)
https://lastsongwriter.com
HOW TO HACK THE SONGWRITING PROCESS
https://www.songwriting.net/blog/how-to-hacksongwriting-process
AM I TOO OLD TO LEARN TO PLAY THE BANJO?
http://blog.deeringbanjos.com/am-i-too-old-to-learnthe-banjo

SVSA Members’ Recordings

crossing over time

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

David Bowen (Acoustic Reset)

Greg Trafidlo

CROSSING OVER TIME — Featuring folk-pop

CARVED IN SONG— Most songs co-written

tunes. Eight originals and eight covers accented
by solid guitar licks and accompanying
instruments. Available at acousticreset.com.

Marc Baskind
MARC WITH A “C”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
LONG STORY SHORT — Offers 12 original

Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
EYES ON THE WATER — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

FOLK SINGULAR— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
CO-WRITERS IN DISGUISE — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
OLD DOG – NEW TRACKS — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

CUP OF CONTRADICTIONS — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

WINKIN’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

DIMESTORE DETECTIVE — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

TAO FROM THE MOUNTAIN — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
PACING THE MOON — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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“Concrete language helps people
understand new concepts.
Abstraction is the luxury of the
expert. Novices crave concreteness,
and cry out for an example.”
~ Derek Sivers

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

TALES FROM THE ROAD — 15 original poems

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his

with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

EASTERN WESTERN COWGIRL — Eight
original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.
FROM THE HEART OF A COWGIRL —

Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

HORSEGIRL POET — Songs and poems about

horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.

friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.
STYLE — A blend of standards and one original

in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“Music expresses
that which cannot be
said and on which it is
impossible to be silent.”
~ Victor Hugo
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Randy Williams
EAGLE ROCK SESSION — Americana

compositions with imaginative lyrics delivered
in a unique and soulful voice.

Mike Franke
WHAT’S DONE IS DONE — A debut release of

eagle rock session

what’s done is done

The SVSA’s youngest member,
Alice Black. Little did she
know last November when
this picture was taken that
by this time this year she and
her mother Aspen would have
performed for over 3,000
children and their families.
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14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike Franke – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Frank Dieter – Treasurer
Bob Schmucker - At-Large Board
Member
Mike DeGiorgi - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

