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In search of:
A songwriting topic
by David Simpkins

DAVID SIMPKINS
The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WEDNESDAY OCT 24
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

Those who know me will agree
that I can be a non-stop talker. Get
me cranked up on something and
you’d best be prepared to find a
comfy seat and some No-Doze – I
won’t stop until I’m done.
While it can be a definite
negative as far as social interaction
goes, having a stuffed-to-the-gills
brain ought to be a big plus when it
comes to songwriting. Well, it ought
to be, anyway.
I haven’t written a song that I
regard as ready to be unleashed on
the public for over two years. Yes,
7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

me, formerly the prolific songwriter
who would often have to choose
between three or four new songs
before submitting anything to the
SVSA “wringer” at a monthly
meeting. Me, who would often
knock out a song an hour before
leaving for an SVSA meeting – just
for the fun of it.
I refuse to call it “writer’s
block.” I don’t feel blocked. I don’t
feel uninspired. I feel ... inadequate.
That’s still not quite the right
word but it’s as close as I can get
right now. And that’s part of the

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

See Feature Article, page 2

PAYING YER
D UE S
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA
24153

On October 5, SVSAer
Mike DeGiorgi performed
with a group of his Smith
Mountain Lake neighbors
in a variety show hosted by
the Smith Mountain Lake
Arts Council. Mike, who is
always outstanding in a
field somewhere, is second
from the left.

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
problem, I think. I can get close
to saying what I want to say
but I can’t quite say it the way
I’d like to say it – or, even more
specifically, the way I think it
should or ought to be said.
I’ll hear a nice melody or an
interesting chord progression
in my head, sit down and write
out some dummy lyrics, and
then knuckle down to getting
seriously involved in the song.
And then everything shuts down.
The melody is still nice,
the chord progression is still
interesting, but the lyrics read to
me like an idiot wrote them, or,
worse, like they belong in a Top
40 pop song. I can talk a mile a
minute for days – but nowadays
I don’t have a damned thing to
say in the lyrics of a song.
It is, of course, frustrating.
It’s irritating. It’s downright
evil. I am a firm believer that
songwriting comes from the
soul. It’s a process that starts
either in the brain or in the
heart, flows through both, and
then exits out the fingers and the
mouth. If the process skips any
of the touch points, it sounds
forced, incomplete, rote, or

Continued from page 1

calculated. Everything I attempt
these days sounds that way to me.
So where can I find a lyric topic
that will somehow cut through my
self-consciousness and ring out as
a true expression from my soul like
so many of my previous songs have
done?

“I refuse to call it
‘writer’s block.’ I
don’t feel blocked. I
don’t feel uninspired.
I feel ... inadequate.”
~ David Simpkins
Beats me. I know all the
common methods; every
songwriting “how to” article
and book is full of them. Scan
the newspapers (or online news
sources). Read poetry. Listen to
people talk. Find phrases and lines
from other songs (or in books) and
build the lyrics around them. Bruce
Springsteen’s classic Thunder Road
has nothing to do with the movie
Thunder Road – but that title sure
gave him a starting point, didn’t it?
One of the first decent songs
I ever wrote, You Gotta Pay, was
snagged from a quote from a
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Springsteen interview. The Boss
was talking about making it in
the music business and he noted,
“You wanna ride, you gotta pay.”
Voila! I had a workable lyrical
starting place for a chorus:
You wanna ride, you gotta pay
You cannot hide, you’d better pray
I tell you nothing’s gonna change
until you learn to let go
You learn to sweat, you learn to bleed
You learn to want, you learn to need
You wanna ride, you gotta pay
But you’ve gotta let go

Those lyrics sound
sophomoric to me now but at
the time they were written (early
’80s) they were exactly what I
wanted to say and exactly how I
wanted to say it.
So what now? I’ve been
standing at the edge of this pool
for too long. It’s time to jump
back in. That’s the only way I’m
going to get out of this ... uh ...
this slump, for lack of a better
word. I’m going to have to swim
-- er, write -- my way out of this
miasma I’m in.
And there ain’t no other way
to do it but to do it. You wanna
ride, you gotta pay.

Pierce Pettis to play
3rd Street Coffeehouse
For the very first time, nationally-known songwriter
and performer Pierce Pettis will perform at Roanoke VA’s
3rd Street Coffeehouse on the special Sunday date of
November 4 from 2-4:00 p.m.
Pettis is an A-List player on the national folk scene, a
regular at all the major festivals, and a frequent instructor
at major songwriting camps and seminars. He is well
known for crafting finely-wrought, heart-touching songs.
His songs have been recorded by many artists
including Susan Ashton, Dar Williams, Garth Brooks,
and Art Garfunkel. Check him out at https://www.
piercepettis.com/.
Opening for Pettis will be the outstanding local
songwriter, performer, and luthier Larry Sakayama. As a
who knows Larry will tell you, he’s just a delightful
solo performer and as a founding member of the Panini
guy to be around. He’s also one of the finest guitar
Brothers band, Larry’s songs range from deeply personal
makers in the region. Larry is a current member and
ballads to laugh-out-loud funny. His finger-picking and
former president of the SVSA. Check him out at http://
singing style are as good as any you’ll see and as anyone
blueridgeluthiers.com/mem-Larry%20Sakayama.html.

PIERCE
PETTIS

LARRY
SAKAYAMA

Additional information for this show can be found at https://www.facebook.com/events/212911359554967/.

Campbell to
hold November
10 songwriting
workshop

SVSA member Dan Hildebrand and Adonna Lemon
(a.k.a. the Entwined) announce that their new CD is
now available. 25% of each CD sold is being donated to
the Susan G. Komen charity. Contact Dan at dhildy15@
yahoo.com if you want a CD.
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SVSA member Mary
Gordon Hall wants to let everyone know that on
Saturday, November 10, the Charlottesville VAarea Songmaker Series is hosting a songwriting
workshop led by noted performing songwriter Kate
Campbell (pictured).
The workshop will be held in Greenwood VA
(just outside of Charlottesville).
The workshop will begin at 10:00 a.m. and lasts
until 3:00 p.m. The cost is $50 per person.
Contact Mary Gordon (marygordonhall@
gmail.com) for a reservation and for more details.
There will be limited space for attendees. Mary
Gordon says that the workshop will be a fabulous
opportunity for all levels of songwriters!

Notes, Announcements, Tidbits, etc.
ASPEN BLACK IS 2018
IWMA FINALIST FOR
POETRY CD OF YEAR
Aspen Black announces
that her poetry CD, “Tales
From the Road,” is a Top-Five
Finalist Nominee for the 2018
IWMA Cowboy Poetry CD of

the Year. She’s proud to share
the field (pasture?) with Terry
Nash for “Its a Good Ride,”
Sam DeLeeuw for “Cowboy
Seasons,” Deanna Dickinson
McCall for “I’ll Ride Through
It,” and Tom Swearingen for
“Rhyme ‘em Cowboy.”

FEEDING AMERICA SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA FUNDRAISER PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 23
at 3rd street coffeehouse in roanoke va

TRIFOLKAL PLANS CD RELEASE PARTY
Join Trifolkal (Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo, and Neal Phillips)
for an afternoon of music and fun celebrating the release of
their 25th anniversary “Silver” album. The party will be held
Sunday, December 2 from 2-5:00 p.m. at the Coopers Cove
Community Center at 37 Pennick Place, Hardy VA.
The group will be performing songs from the album as
well as other favorites and audience requests. After the concert,
Trifolkal will host a song circle, so bring your instruments and a
song or two to share.
Admission is $10 at the door. Light refreshments and
snacks will be provided.
Please RSVP by contacting Laura Pole by phone/text 540529-5395 or email lpchef@earthlink.net
Facebook members can go to the event page and
mark yourself as “Going” at https://www.facebook.com/
events/825808804256096/

TRAFIDLO OPENS
Greg Trafidlo will
be the opener at the Clay
Center for the Arts’ Woody
Hawley Concert featuring
Andrew Adkins’ CD Release in
Charleston WV on November
3. The show will run from 7:30
to 9:30 p.m.
Performing with Adkins
are Ammed Solomon, Bud
Carroll, Clint Hoskinson,

Johnny Staats, Ron Sowell,
and Julie Adams.
The address is One Clay
Square. Charleston, WV.
Phone is 304-561-3570. Ticket
price is $23.50. To buy tickets
and for further details visit:
https://www.theclaycenter.
org/event/woody-hawleyandrew-adkins-cd-releasewith-opening-act-gregtrafidlo/
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Chicago-based folkie and friend of 3rd Street Coffeehouse
Dave Rudolf will headline the show. He’s a Gold Record, Grammy
nominated artist, 15-time nominee for Entertainer of the Year
awards from The National Association for
Campus Activities, and has 34 albums, many
of which have won various awards.
Rudolf has shared the stage with the
Beach Boys, the Everly Brothers, the Mamas
& The Papas, Steve Goodman, John Hartford,
the Smothers Brothers, Michael Smith, Megan
McDonough, the Gatlin Brothers, Sha Na Na,
and Cheech & Chong to name a few … Check
Dave out at http://www.daverudolf1.com/
Dave_Rudolf2/Home.html.
Opening will be the one and only Marc Baskind, a
long-time member of the SVSA. One of the most versatile
and popular performers in Southwest Virginia, Marc is not
only a great player and performer, he’s also one of the most
entertaining performers around. From folk and Americana to
Blues, Jazz, and Rock, Marc does it all and he does it well. Check
him out at http://marcbaskind.com/.
Throughout the night, 3rd Street
Coffeehouse will be raffling off a slew of great
gifts including concert tickets, gift cards for
local businesses, and our top prize, a brand
new D-430C-GN RT Guitar donated by Ft.
Myers luthier Bill Martin.
This guitar features the patented “Reverse
Tension” design, solid spruce top, mahogany
neck, ebony fingerboard B-Band electronics
with chromatic tune, and much more. This guitar lists for $899.
RT guitars like this are played by many pros.
Raffle tickets are $5 each or 6 for $25 and available at the
Coffeehouse. Check it out at http://www.rtguitar.com/guitars/.
Please note – this is not the model 430i on sale for $299. Winner
need not be present. All proceeds from the sale of raffle tickets
go to Feeding America Southwest Virginia.

SVSAer Steve Clark
strums a chorus of “Got
Them Ol’ Lonesome
Barroom Blues Again.”

PHOTO BY RITA THOMAS-JONES

Try this novel way of spurring
songwriting creativity
by Charlie Divers
I’ve recently told a couple of people
about a very simple idea I had to help
get out of a rut, and maybe spur a little
creativity, especially if you haven’t
written anything in a while.
Neither person said they’d ever
heard of it before, so I thought I’d pass
it along. For all I know it may be the
most common technique ever used, but in 35 years of
writing I’d never heard it before.
It’s the reverse of the very common method of
writing a lyric to an existing melody. You take the lyric
of a song that you don’t know and write a melody to it.
Since the lyric should be very well-written in terms of
structure and flow, that should help someone to write a
more cohesive, flowing melody. When you’re done, you
could write your own lyric to your melody.
Then after it’s all over, if you want, check your
melody against the melody of your model song to see
how close you came.
I had the idea because I wanted to update the sound
of my melodies and I used the Billboard Hot Country
chart to choose from. I didn’t come within a million
miles of the melodies of my target songs, but I got a
couple of decent songs out of it.
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4th annual Twin Falls Songwriters
Retreat coming up November 9-11
SVSA member Tony Wegmann would like to pass this
information along:
Nationally known songwriters Jim Ritchey and Kelley
Hunt will host the Fourth Annual Songwriters Retreat at
Twin Falls Resort State Park in Mullins WV on November
9-11.
Participants will learn about creativity, songwriting
techniques, collaboration, music business basics, and
other related subjects.
This workshop is designed for songwriters of all levels.
Participants need not play an instrument, but, if possible,
attendees are encouraged to bring a guitar. A piano will be
available.
Twin Falls is offering special lodging rates for the
Songwriters Retreat, including a variety of accommodation
choices and workshop activities, lunch on Saturday,
Sunday breakfast and refreshment breaks. Cabin rates
and other package prices are available dependent upon
number of attendees and accommodation type.
The workshop size is limited and registration is
required by calling the park at 304-294-4000, Deana Cook,
Event Coordinator.
For more information, contact Deana Cook, park
activities coordinator, by calling the park or sending an
email to deana.r.cook@wv.gov.
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We’re all gear-heads of one sort or another – it comes with the musical territory. So, naturally, we’re all thrilled when
one of us gets a new toy. SVSAer Jimmie Landry is standing tall and serenading nature with his new accordion.

Public radio depends on funds
donated by viewers and it also
depends on local volunteers
to screen the calls and log the
contributions. The SVSA has long
supported local public radio
station WVTF with volunteers.
Helping out with the most recent
fund drive were SVSAers Bob
Schmucker, Marc Baskind, and
Denise Schmucker, who willingly
– and from all indications, happily
– gave up some time and effort to
support this worthy cause.
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SVSA MUSIC NEWS CONCERT REVIEW
KARLA BONOFF:

Harvester Performance Center, Rocky Mount VA
by Mike DeGiorgi

Karla Bonoff has written hit
songs for Linda Ronstadt,
Bonnie Raitt, and Wynonna
Judd.

PHOTO BY LARRY SAKAYAMA
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“Who the heck is
Karla Bonoff ?”
That’s the question
I heard from a bunch of
friends, when I told them
I was going to see her
September 23rd at the
Harvester. But, If you
grew up being a Linda
Ronstadt fan, you sure
know Karla’s songs.
Someone To Lay Down
Beside Me, All My Life,
Goodbye My Friend ... they
were all hits for Ronstadt.
Bonoff also wrote hit
songs for Bonnie Raitt and
Wynonna Judd. Karla had
her own hit, Personally,
that was ironically written
by Paul Kelly.
I was excited to see
her, so and in a driving
Saturday night rain, the
Sakayamas and DeGiorgis
headed off to Rocky
Mount.
This review is
going to be a little
schizophrenic. When
the show started, I found
myself first processing
it as a songwriter, then
separating that from how
I actually experienced her
performance.

First the songs.
They are finely crafted
and pushed a lot of
old emotional buttons.
Goodbye My Friend
still makes me tear up
whenever I hear it. Karla’s
stripped down version of
All Of My Life (which had
been heavily produced
when recorded as a duet
between Ronstadt and
Aaron Neville), was
powerful and made me
have a new appreciation
for all the nuances
contained in a well-written
tune.
Karla was joined on
stage by Nina Gerber, a
fine lead guitarist, who
provided some great
accents and solos to each
of Karla’s tunes.
The songs did not
disappoint. I remember
thinking that when
someone has a body of
really good work that
spans several decades, a
lot of good will is built up
between the writer and the
audience.
It was a small crowd
that night, maybe 125
people, but you could tell
See Bonoff, page 7

BON OF F

The youngest SVSAer, Alice Black, is researching the migration
and settlement of minorities in the 1840s - early 1900s West for
her newest song, A Girl in a Western Town. We think Alice needs
a “Caution: Songwriter At Work” sign somewhere in that room.

Meeting Notes
Twenty-one members
and two guests attended
our September monthly
meeting.
The association
traditionally has a
holiday party each year
and various possibilities
regarding venue and
format were discussed.
Several options
remain on the table
for discussion at next
month’s meeting.
Also considered was a
possible donation to the
Girls Rock organization
of Roanoke VA. All
agreed that Girls Rock
is a worthy cause. There
remains some discussion
on the details of the

SVSA’s involvement and
support.
Seven original songs
were brought in for
critique. The songs
faced the standard
SVSA “wringer” – an
open discussion of each
song with comments,
opinions, and suggestions
freely offered.
Guests are welcome at
our meetings. Sit through
a meeting or two and see
whether or not the SVSA
would be beneficial to
your songwriting efforts.
You’ll find us fun and
informal – we may be
just what you’re looking
for!
~ David Simpkins
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Continued from page 6

there was a lot of affection for Karla. Those tunes are
linked to various life events for me and for others. I
assumed that Karla’s stage presence and performance
would give me the same “warm fuzzy” that her songs
do.
Unfortunately, the performance was a little
disappointing. Karla seemed to over-rely on good
will. She made more than a few comments that
suggested Rocky Mount VA was the last place she
wanted to be that night. I got the feeling that she was
up there thinking, “So, it’s come to this ... I’m 66
years old and playing for a tiny crowd in a podunk
town, in lousy weather. Life sucks.”
My wife Kay, who didn’t know much about
Bonoff ’s music, picked up on this negativity even
more than I did and decided she just didn’t like Karla
Bonoff.
On balance, I’m glad I went. I learned something
about the relationship between creativity and
performance. You can compose a bunch of great
tunes. If you perform them though, you absolutely
can’t hide behind them or emotionally disconnect
from the audience while you’re playing. You might
fool a few people who are completely in love with
you, but most people are smart enough to see and
feel discontent and frustration. Check your baggage
in the green room.
I still love your music, Karla.
PHOTO BY LARRY SAKAYAMA

Nina Gerber provided
spectacular backing
guitar to Karla
Bonoff’s tunes at the
Harvester recently.

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-SIDES
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAVOC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
THE COFFEE POT
http://thecoffeepotroanoke.com
2902 Brambleton Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.774.8256
Sundays. 5-9:00 p.m.
Hosted by Al Coffey.
DOGTOWN ROADHOUSE
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
5 POINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
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GOOD TIMES TAVERN
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
GOSPEL CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
LITTLE GREEN HIVE
http://littlegreenhive.com/
1600 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.0909
Wednesdays. 7-10:00 p.m.
Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
THE MILL IRON GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.

More Open Mic listings
on page 9

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 8
MULLIGAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.
OBER BREWING COMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
PARKWAY BREWERY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.

RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.
RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.
ROANOKE DIVERSITY CENTER
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).
ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SOARING RIDGE CRAFT BREWERS
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
SYCAMORE DELI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3RD STREET COFFEEHOUSE
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

PHOTOS BY JUDY LARSON

Trafidlo loans iconic guitar
to Bristol museum for display
by Greg Trafidlo
A trip to the Carolina Vintage Guitar Show in
Charlotte NC was responsible for me meeting an
amazing sounding guitar at one of the many booths.
There was a really good guitarist playing a 1926
Martin 2-17 parlor model. He said, “This is the best
sounding guitar at the whole show.” I heartily agreed
with him. I didn’t purchase it then, but wish I had.
Luckily, the seller was from a small town in Virginia near
Charlottesville. I called him and we met in Lovingston a
few weeks later to make the deal.
The 2-17 was a very popular model through the
Depression. In 1926, they sold for $32.50. (I had to pay
more.) The guitar is all mahogany top, sides, and back
with rosewood binding.

See Guitar, page 11
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Continued from page 10

This guitar is identical to the one Jimmie
Rodgers used prior to the famous “Bristol
Sessions” when Ralph Peer recorded Rodgers,
the Carter Family, and others. The picture on
the right of him with his 2-17 is the only one I
know of. Mostly you’ll see pictures of him after
he obtained his custom-built Martin 000-45.
About a year ago, Marc Baskind, Britt
Mistele, and I went to the “Birthplace of
Country Music Museum” in Bristol VA. Britt
noticed that they didn’t have one of these
guitars in their Jimmie Rodgers collection. So
I contacted the Director of Collections and
offered to loan them mine for a few years.
If you are ever in Bristol, stop by the
museum and say hello to my guitar. It’s in a
nice humidified display case on its own special
guitar stand.

The legendary Jimmie Rodgers picking his 1926 Martin 2-17.

Move to Roanoke inspires song about landmark
by Bill Stanton
My wife
Debbie and I
moved to Roanoke
from Pendleton SC
in early summer of
2016 basically to
be closer to family.
It’s been an
absolute joy to be here: the beauty
of the mountains, the closeness to
family, and the incredible creative
stimulation as a member of the
Southwest Virginia Songwriters
Association. The songs just keep
coming!
The SVSA meets at the
Jefferson Center the last
Wednesday of every month. After
each meeting we walk to our cars
and, looming over everything, is
THE STAR.
One night on returning from
a meeting, I resolved to write a
song commemorating this iconic

symbol. I have no idea how many
other songwriters have written
songs about The Star but here’s
my effort which pretty much wrote
itself in one sitting. It’s entitled
Star City and has a very bluesy feel
to it:
There is a bright star shining
in the darkest of nights
I may travel very far
and never see such a sight
It guides me home if I ever get lost
A gentle reminder
from a shining source

The chorus goes like this:
This is my Star City
Roanoke Virginee-IA
(repeat)

The second verse basically
describes the weather I have
experienced in Roanoke so far:
Sometimes the nights are
really gloomy as the fog rolls in
Sometimes the rain pours down
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and the lights are dim
When the nights are cold
and the snow blows ’round
Still that star shines bright
when I’m homeward bound
(repeat chorus)

The final verse is basically an
inventory of the places where I
have lived my whole life:
I am a child of New Jersey
and the New York skyline
I’ve lived in California
and Illinois for a while
I’ve lived south of Buffalo
and shoveled lake effect snow
Moved here from South Carolina
to make Roanoke my home
(repeat chorus)

Very often songs like this
become anthems if they catch on.
My fellow songwriters critiqued
this song and SVSA President
Mike Franke said, “Bill, I think
this one’s a keeper.”

SVSA MUSIC NEWS CONCERT REVIEW
ROGER McGUINN, CHRIS HILLMAN,
MARTY STUART & HIS FABULOUS SUPERLATIVES:
Jefferson Center, Roanoke VA

by David Simpkins
The backstory to this
performance would take up more
space than the review itself so I’ll try
to keep the details to a minimum.
In short, “Sweetheart Of The
Rodeo,” the legendary 1968 album
by the Byrds (credited with starting
what was then known as folk/
country rock), is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year.
To mark the event, originals
Byrds members Roger McGuinn
and Chris Hillman have joined with
Americana superstars Marty Stuart
& His Fabulous Superlatives to bring
the album back to life on stages
across the country.
As a long-time fan of every
musician in that conglomeration, I
was thrilled to see them performing
songs that helped to shape the
songwriter I am and the songwriter
I’d like to be.
I wasn’t alone. I saw a healthy
sprinkling of SVSA members in
the sold-out audience as well as
a surprising number of young(er)
people among the usual greyheads
that tend to populate concerts given
over to “classic” rock music.
This, however, felt less of a
nostalgic breeze down memory lane
and more of a living tribute to a still
living, still breathing collection of

Left to right: Marty Stuart, Chris Hillman, Chris Scruggs, Roger McGuinn, Harry
Stinson, and Kenny Vaughn.

music that continues to influence
and inspire new generations as the
years pass. It was also a sincere
memorial to two deceased musicians
who had large roles in creating that
music – Gram Parsons and Clarence
White – as well as a surprise tribute
to the late great Tom Petty.
McGuinn and Hillman, who
were there and ought to know,
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provided details and anecdotes
about each song performed. The
show began with songs from Byrds
albums that led up to the recording
of “Sweetheart.” The influence of
country music was already being
manifested by the Byrds early on; it
took the departure of David Crosby
and the hiring of Parsons to bring it
See Superlatives, page 13

SUP E R L ATI V E S
to the forefront.
With McGuinn’s signature
electric 12-string at the forefront
– and Clarence White’s original
Fender B-Bender Telecaster in the
hands of Stuart – the show kicked
off with the assembly performing
Porter Wagoner’s mid-’60s hit
A Satisfied Mind (with Stuart on
lead vocals) as well as several
pre-”Sweetheart” Byrds tunes that
reflected their burgeoning country
influences.
After a short intermission,
Stuart and HFS kicked off the
second half with a couple of
their newest originals. A word
about those guys: Marty Stuart,
already a modern country
superstar with a stint at age 15
under his belt playing mandolin
with the legendary Lester Flatt
and the Nashville Grass bluegrass
band; guitarist Kenny Vaughn
anchoring Kim Richey’s initial
Americana successes and also
playing with Lucinda Williams’
“Car Wheels” band during that
era; drummer Harry Stinson,

Continued from page 12

also a superb backing vocalist
who has been a member of the
Dead Reckoners and Steve Earle’s
Dukes on occasion; and Chris
Scruggs (yep, he’s Earl’s grandson)
on bass, pedal steel, guitar, and
backing vocals. Fabulous? Check.
Superlative? A definite check.
Anyway, the second half of the
show had the performers playing
almost all of the “Sweetheart”
album – with Hillman’s take on
Parsons’ Hickory Wind being one
of those “you could’ve heard a
pin drop” moments – as well as
McGuinn reprising King Of The
Hill, a song he co-wrote with
Tom Petty back in the early ’90s.
Hillman and company covered
Petty’s Wildflowers, a song from
Hillman’s latest (and Pettyproduced) album. Lastly, Stuart
& HFS chimed in with Petty’s
Runnin’ Down A Dream.
The marvelous musical
evening closed with the Byrds’
version of Pete Seeger’s Turn Turn
Turn, a fitting end to a memorable
concert performance.

PHOTO BY JUDY LARSON

You’d expect some ex-Byrds to be
flying high but Roger McGuinn and
Chris Hillman – along with Marty
Stuart and His Fabulous Superlatives
– were instead RIDING high as their
bus was photographed outside the
Jefferson Center in Roanoke VA.

Every ten years I run into Marty!
by Greg Trafidlo

Marty Stuart and Greg Trafidlo.

In 1978, when I played with the Greater Chicago Bluegrass Band we opened
for Lester Flatt. Marty was still playing with Lester back then (six months before
Lester died). I had the good fortune of spending a short bit of time Marty after
the show.
Fast forward to the mid 1980s and I was with the Bass Mountain Boys, out of
North Carolina. Marty was on the bill at our band’s annual festival, and sat in with
us (I wish I had a pix of that). He was playing for Johnny Cash at that time.
Then in the mid-1990s, my publisher, friend, and co-writer Paul Craft and I
went to a birthday party for Sonny Osborne at a venue in Nashville. Marty was
playing at that one as well. In the mid-2000s, I bounced off of him at the Bristol
Rhythm and Roots Revival and sometime later, in again in Bristol, backstage
when Britt Mistele and I were at the radio taping of Mountain Stage.
I when we met backstage at the Jefferson Center after the recent Sweetheart
of the Rodeo concert, he said that we should get together sooner than every ten
years, considering the color of our hair!
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SVSA member and Radford University instructor Egan Green was recently profiled on Roanoke VA TV station WDBJ-7. “I’m
teaching this class on criminological theory, case studies in criminological theories, at the New River Valley Regional jail.” Green
said. Here, inmates mingle with the students from Radford and talk about what they’re learning in class. It’s an amazing story
and the class is one of the first of its kind in the area. Watch the segment at https://www.wdbj7.com/content/news/RadfordUniversity-students-learn-criminology-theory-alongside-inmates-496719681.html

Greg Trafidlo (left) recently performed at the Songwriters Night
at the Palms Restaurant in Lexington VA along with Valerie
McQueen and the SVSA’s own Marc Baskind.

PHOTO BY
DENISE SCHMUCKER

Bob Schmucker participated in the open mic portion
of the recent barbecue sponsored by the Salem VA
Guitars4Vets on October 7.
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PHOTO BY JUDY LARSON

SVSA MUSIC NEWS CONCERT REVIEW
EILEN JEWELL:

Harvester Performance Center, Rocky Mount VA

by David Simpkins
My wife (and fellow SVSAer)
Kathy Acosta had seen Eilen Jewell
and her band before so we knew
we were in for a treat this past
Wednesday night, October 17 -- but
this performance ... this was even
better than we expected.
The opener, Hillfolk Noir, was
okay – sort of a jug band thing
without a jug – but Eilen Jewell
and the gang were superb. They
performed songs from all their
albums plus a couple of new ones.
Guitarist Jerry Miller was
outstanding. At one point, Kathy
leaned over and whispered, “When
I hit the road I’m gonna take him
with me.” She even bought his solo
instrumental album, “Miller Time,”
after the show. Kathy is rarely that
demonstrative about any musician.
“I love the tone of his guitar – and

Eilen Jewell and her band treated
the sparse crowd to a thoroughly
professional and entertaining
evening of superb music.

he just seems to play exactly the right
thing at the right time,” she said.
Jewell described herself as a
person to whom music after the
early ’60s makes little sense – and
her choice of covers (as well
as her songwriting) reflects her
preoccupation with blues, honkytonk, folk, and classic country
music of bygone days. Not many
singers can go from Bessie Smith to
Loretta Lynn to Howlin’ Wolf to a
melancholy Americana ballad in one
seamless stretch.
Her stop-on-a-dime band is right
there with her: There’s Miller, whose
electric Gretsch Roundup is perfect
for the blend of twang, blues, surf,
and country-rock fills and leads he
so expertly adds to the mix. Jason
Beek is on drums and backing vocals,
and stand-up and electric bass player
Johnny Sciascia keeps an eye on the
whole deal as I never once
caught him looking at his
hand on the fret board.
The turnout was
disappointing; I certainly
thought there’d be more
than a hundred or so true
music lovers. Jewell had
been told that there were
only 39 people there – an
audience member responded,
“There’s sure more than 39 here,
Eilen.” Jewell grinned and said we
sounded like “a thousand and 39”
to her and that she appreciated the
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Eilen Jewell moved from sassy to sultry
with ease throughout her performance.
(Photos by Kathy Acosta.)

warm welcome they’d received, the
appreciative audience, and the venue
itself.
As a treat, Jewell and the band
played a couple of songs that are
slated to appear on their next album
to be released “sometime after the
first of the year.” The encore, a goofy
jab at male politicians, was a loose
jam with Hillfolk Noir joining in the
mix on stage.
The new Eilen Jewell album is
already on my “pre-order” list. And
you can bet we’ll be back second row
center the next time Eilen Jewell and
her band gets anywhere near here.

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch for
sale, and hang out with folks who
share your interests. The next “Third
Thursdays at Third Street all Open
Mic” will be on November 15. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................... OPENING ACT
Davis Bradley Duo......................................... Entwined
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Dan Frechette & Laurel Thomsen.................. Randolph Walker
Pierce Pettis.................................................. Larry Sakayama
3rd Thursday Open Mic Series....................... Aspen Black
FASWV Fund Raiser Show
Dave Rudolf.................................................. Marc Baskind
Dec 06 1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Oct 26
Nov 01
Nov 02
Nov 04
Nov 15
Nov 23

3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
November 1.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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SVSAer Dan
Hildebrand
is a volunteer
and a frequent
performer
at 3rd Street
Coffeehouse.

3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA member Aspen Black has spent
a great deal of this past summer
touring the western part of America
performing as well as conducting
workshops at libraries, concerts,
community gatherings, and schools.

SVSA Performing Members’
Upcoming Gigs
MARC BASKIND
Oct 25, Al’s On First, solo, 6-8:00 p.m., 68 First St NW, Pulaski VA
Oct 26, Big Lick Tropical Grill, with the Heat Of The Night Band,
8-11:00 p.m., 4001 Murray Pl, Lynchburg VA

DAVID SIMPKINS
Dec 1, Floyd Country Store Americana Afternoons Songwriters
Spotlight with Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, Mike Franke,
Mike Pearrell, and Kathy Acosta, noon-3:00 p.m., 206 South
Locust St, Floyd VA

GREG TRAFIDLO
Nov 3, Clay Center for the Arts Woody Hawley Concert,
opening for Andrew Adkins CD release show, 7:30-9:30 p.m.,
One Clay Sq, Charleston WV
Nov 9, Billy Edd Wheeler Tribute show with Ron Sowell of
Mountain Stage, Carnegie Hall, Marlinton WV.
Dec 1, Floyd Country Store Americana Afternoons Songwriters
Spotlight with Britt Mistele, David Simpkins, Mike Franke,
Mike Pearrell, and Kathy Acosta, noon-3:00 p.m., 206 South
Locust St, Floyd VA
Dec 2, Trifolkal CD release party, with Laura Pole and Neal
Phillips, 2:00 p.m, Coopers Cove Community Center, 37
Penick Pl, Hardy VA
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SVSA members Oct 2018
Kathy Acosta
Matt Horner
David Barudin
Josh Jones
Marc Baskind
Jimmie Landry
Alice Black
Ashley Lucas
Aspen Black
Liz McAuley
Clay Blevins
Britt Mistele
Steve Clark
Paul Morrissey
Dennis Danner
Eric Mosley
Evelyn Danner
Jake Orzalli
Sam Darby
Mollye Otis
Frank Dieter
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike DeGiorgi
Mike Pearrell
Charlie Divers
Larry Sakayama
Paul Douglas
Bob Schmucker
Mike Franke
Denise Schmucker
Jerry Gilmore
David Simpkins
Egan Green
Jeff Smith
Mary Gordon Hall
Bill Stanton
Dale Hamilton
Greg Trafidlo
George Harris
Randolph Walker
Larry Helms
Tony Wegmann
Dan Hildebrand
Randy Williams
Celie Holmes
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

LINKS OF INTEREST TO SONGWRITERS
WHY IS MY GUITAR ACTION SO HIGH ALL OF A SUDDEN?
http://acousticguitar.com/ask-the-expert-why-is-myaction-suddenly-high/

WHAT’S THE HEART OF AN ACOUSTIC GUITAR?
https://www.premierguitar.com/articles/28008acoustic-soundboard-the-name-game

OLD WOOD, NEW GUITARS
http://pktguitars.com/acoustic-guitars/salvagedalaskan-sitka/

TIPS FOR LEARNING SONGS BY EAR
https://www.sweetwater.com/insync/music-theory-101tips-learning-songs-ear/

SPICE UP YOUR COWBOY CHORDS
https://www.premierguitar.com/articles/27935-spiceup-your-cowboy-chords

WHAT MAKES A GREAT RHYTHM GUITAR PLAYER?
https://www.sweetwater.com/insync/makes-greatrhythm-guitar-player/

12 EASY WAYS TO MAKE THE AUDIENCE LOVE YOU
https://inacoustic.com/12-easy-ways-to-make-theaudience-love-you/
SONGWRITING FOR BEGINNERS
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-write-asong-for-beginners-a-step-by-step-guide-to-becominga-songwriter/
HOW TO WRITE LYRICS WITHOUT MUSIC
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-writelyrics-without-music/
INCREASE YOUR YOUTUBE SUBSCRIBERS
https://diymusician.cdbaby.com/youtube/how-toincrease-your-youtube-subscribers-with-one-simplelink/
WANT TO STOMP AND STRUM? HERE’S HOW:
https://www.sweetwater.com/insync/self-containedpercussion-rigs-singing-guitarist/
HOW TO WRITE A GREAT PERSONAL MUSIC BIO
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-write-agreat-musician-bio-by-yourself-with-examples/
HOW TO SELL YOUR MUSIC ONLINE
https://www.musicindustryhowto.com/how-to-sellmusic-on-itunes-also-get-on-amazon-mp3-spotifyrhapsody-napster-and-more/
A GUIDE TO NAVIGATING ONLINE GUITAR AUCTIONS
http://acousticguitar.com/navigating-online-guitarauctions/
HOW TO WEAR BANJO PICKS
https://blog.deeringbanjos.com/how-to-wear-banjopicks
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SVSA CLASSIFIEDS

FENDER PA, WIRELESS MIC

For Sale: Fender Passport 150 Pro PA system
with Nady UHF-4 Wireless Mic system:
$150.00 obo
FENDER PASSPORT 150 PRO
• 150W Class-D power amp
• Speakers: One 5.25” woofer, Two 2.75”
tweeters
• Line Out: 1/8” mini stereo out
• Channels: 4: 2 mic lines with XLR and 1/4”
line inputs, 2 stereo channels with 1/4” and
1/8” (for MP3 player) inputs
• Impedance: 4 ohms
NADY UHF-4 WIRELESS MIC
• Choice of UH-4 hand-held mic transmitter or
UB-4 lavaliere or headphone mic transmitter
• 3-way switch selector for use with
instruments
• 120 Db dynamic range, 250+ ft range of
operation
If interested, contact Frank Dieter at 540-5808002 (call/text) or fdieter07@gmail.com

SVSA Music News free
classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All
classifieds must be musicrelated.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

crossing over time

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

David Bowen (Acoustic Reset)

Greg Trafidlo

CROSSING OVER TIME — Featuring folk-pop

CARVED IN SONG— Most songs co-written

tunes. Eight originals and eight covers accented
by solid guitar licks and accompanying
instruments. Available at acousticreset.com.

Marc Baskind
MARC WITH A “C”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
LONG STORY SHORT — Offers 12 original

Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
EYES ON THE WATER — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

20 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | OCTOBER 2018

with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

FOLK SINGULAR— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
CO-WRITERS IN DISGUISE — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
OLD DOG – NEW TRACKS — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

CUP OF CONTRADICTIONS — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

WINKIN’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

DIMESTORE DETECTIVE — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

TAO FROM THE MOUNTAIN — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
PACING THE MOON — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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“The only thing that anyone
needs to know about music
contests is that Mozart
never won any.”
~ Cathi Leibinger

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

TALES FROM THE ROAD — 15 original poems

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his

with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

EASTERN WESTERN COWGIRL — Eight
original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.
FROM THE HEART OF A COWGIRL —

Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

HORSEGIRL POET — Songs and poems about

horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.
STYLE — A blend of standards and one original

in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“Writing songs, to put it in very simple
terms, is a lot like shooting pool. Like nine
times out of 10, the first time you aim
[it’s] going to be the shot that puts the
ball in the pocket. Don’t overthink things.”
~ Justin Townes Earle

SVSA Members’ Recordings

eagle rock session

what’s done is done

Randy Williams
EAGLE ROCK SESSION — Americana
compositions with imaginative lyrics delivered
in a unique and soulful voice.

Mike Franke
WHAT’S DONE IS DONE — A debut release of

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.
SVSA Board Member Bob Schmucker has a fun afternoon
with his grandkids, Riley and Reagan.

PHOTO BY JUDY LARSON

Recently, SVSAer Greg Trafidlo and his wife Judy Larson
stopped at the Birthplace of Country Music Museum in
Bristol VA/TN on their way to the National Storytelling
Festival in Jonesborough TN.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike Franke – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Frank Dieter – Treasurer
Bob Schmucker - At-Large Board
Member
Mike DeGiorgi - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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