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“ I didn’t say your song sucks ...

... it just needs a little work”
by Marc Baskind
and Greg Trafidlo

MARC BASKIND

GREG TRAFIDLO
PAYI N G YE R
DUES
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA
24153

We were having lunch at a
restaurant and, as expected, the
conversation inevitably turned to
music and, more specifically, to
writing better melodies.
Melody is the part of the music
with which both the singer and
listener most identify. Formally
called a ‘motif,’ it is the distinctive
melodic foundation on which a song
is built.
Many decades ago, while in
junior college, I (Greg) heard an
orchestral piece by the American
composer Alan Hovhaness. It was

The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WEDNESDAY NOV 28
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

the only time I ever heard the piece.
Even today I could sing you the
distinctive melody of the theme.
That melody did what good music is
supposed to do: be a direct musical
experience from the heart of the
writer to the heart of the listener.
We all can recall our favorite
melodies instantly. But have you ever
asked yourself why it’s your favorite?
And what is the dynamic when you
are flipping through radio stations
and a song grabs your attention?
On the other hand, have you ever
come out of a concert or a critique
session and not been able to recall

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

See Feature Article, page 2
provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

The authors of this month’s feature article flank Chicago showman Dave Rudolf at a benefit concert held last night at
3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA. From left, Greg Trafidlo, Rudolf, and Marc Baskind.

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
the melody of even one song?
There are good reasons for that. A
good strong melody imprints the
song within you. In other words,
you know it when you hear it. We
all should hope our songs have the
same effect on our listeners.
Nashville Song Plugger of
the Year Sherrill Blackman did a
songwriting workshop at Third
Street for SVSA many years
ago. He told us that writers from
different parts of the country are
stronger in either melody or lyrics.
SVSA was indeed stronger in
developing lyrics than in melody
and music writing.
That’s where music theory

Continued from page 1

comes in. Writing music with no
knowledge of theory is a little
like writing a novel with no life
experience. You use the same
tools and techniques, but you get
shallower results.
Music theory can be
overwhelming if you have never
approached it or if you have shied
away from it. Think of it as sort
of like your relationship to your
computer or cell phone. Those
technologies can do a gazillion
things, but one only needs to
have a grasp of a handful of the
technological functions in order to
do useful things. From that point you
can improve your knowledge and
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abilities little by little. The same
could be said for writing better
melodies.
Luckily, you don’t need a
degree in music. You already
know what it will take to become
a better songwriter to get you
to the next level. It takes a basic
understanding of all the elements
we hear in all the songs we listen
to daily. These elements have
been with us all of our lives, from
the moment we heard our first
lullabies.
New melodies will alter the
mood by changing the tone of the
song. It starts by listening to songs
See Feature Article, page 3

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
you already know and enjoy but
listening to them more critically.
Listen with different ears. Think
about the relationship of the notes
in the scales.
Notes and the space between
them have a power of their own.
Just as voice inflection does in
conversation, melody
enhances, even
sometimes completely
changes, the meaning
of your lyrical
statement. Think of
some of the songs
you already know and
like. The melody, line
length, and emphasis
set up the attitude of
the song. (I Can’t Get
No) Satisfaction or
Hotel California make
statements melodically
as well as lyrically.
Marc suggested this
phrase as an example
of the importance of
emphasis: “I didn’t
say your song sucks.”
Now repeat six times, each time
over-emphasizing a different word
in the sentence, and watch how
the implied meaning is altered
(“I didn’t say your song sucks” –
someone else might have said it,
“I didn’t say your song sucks” – a
flat denial, “I didn’t say your song
sucks”– I may have implied it, – “I
didn’t say your song sucks” – I said
someone else’s song sucks, etc.
You get the idea.
Scale intervals give your
melodies their own special powers.
With Happy Birthday you are
singing a major second from
the word hapPY BIRTHday. In
Somewhere Over the Rainbow,

Continued from page 2

“some” and “where” are an octave
(the first note of the scale and the
same note and octave higher).
As we compose our melodies,
we should pay attention to how
the notes accentuate key words.
For example Here Comes the Bride
(which can be easily played on the

Take a deeper look at what you are
already doing. Dig deeper into the
songs you already know and love.
open 6th and 5th guitar strings (65-5-5). Notice how, when sung, the
most emphasized word becomes
“bride.” Now reverse the strings,
start the pattern on the 5th and
6th strings 5-6-6-6). “Bride” is not
nearly so emphatic. The first line
of Somewhere Over The Rainbow
beautifully emphasizes Some Where
Over the Rainbow.
Think about the melodies of
your own songs, and ask yourself
what can make them stronger. You
can assemble and re-assemble a
melody as many ways as you see fit.
There are 12 notes to manipulate any
way you wish.
Melody will set the tone
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and mood of the message.
Sweet, angry, pitiful, haunting,
mysterious, funny, etc. are all
categories in which a song can find
a home. You have to believe that
there is a “right” melody for each
song you write.
Expanding the melodic range
for the bridge or chorus
can add much more
than just changing the
lyrics. Key changes and
melody changes keep
the song interesting
to the listener. Try
changing a verse from
major to minor, or
vice-versa. Try going
from the major scale to
the relative minor. The
difference can go from
interesting to stark,
adding tension and
resolution. The use of
just one new chord can
add new color to the
entire song.
All we are
recommending is to
take a deeper look at what you
are already doing. Dig deeper
into the songs you already know
and love. For example, take one
of The Beatles simpler songs
and try to examine the melodic
intervals, the scale they used, basic
chord construction, and chord
progression.
The cool thing is that you
can make your songs “bigger” by
simply applying some of these
elements. Becoming more familiar
with melodic phrasing, new
chords, scales on your existing
songs can make them stronger,
more memorable to the listener,
and create better songs overall.
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UKUPALOOZA – A Few Hours Of Peace, Love, And Music. A great time was had at the recent WVTF Art Open House.
SVSAers Evelyn and Dennis Danner (at right) were part of the festivities. The Ukufest was put together by local public
radio personality Luke Church and was recorded in front of a live audience. (Photo by Terry Aldhizer.)
SVSAer Mary Gordon Hall was up and out
early in the morning ready to go and vote
on this past cold and rainy November 6.
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The day before
Election Day,
SVSAer Aspen
Black’s name
was up in lights
as she prepared
to appear at an
International
Western Music
Association New
Mexico Chapter
function in
Albuquerque
NM.

New board members to be chosen at November meeting

Franke steps aside, sums up presidency
by Mike Franke
2018 will mark my fourth consecutive year as
president of the SVSA. It has been a blast. I love being
president. I love introducing myself as
president. I am immensely proud of
what we do as a club, and I love the
people I hang out with.
All of that said, I have made it
clear that 2018 will be my last year
as president. I just think it’s time for
someone else to take over; hopefully,
someone with some new ideas and fresh
energy.
I thought about writing down
what I feel are my accomplishments as
president, and my failings. But I don’t
know that that’s all that interesting. In the end, there
were only a few highlights, anyway. We moved from the
Third Street Coffeehouse to the Jefferson Center, for
instance. I consider that a success. We never did have

a song contest. I consider that somewhat of a failure,
although the idea isn’t completely dead yet.
Mostly, I am happy that we grew our membership
a little bit, diversified it a little bit,
deepened our friendships, and that we
played a role in a whole pile of new
and/or improved songs. That is, after
all, what we are all about.
I wish the next president all the
best, and I certainly hope that I can
stay on as a board member, if, for no
other reason, that I love having dinner
before each monthly meeting with my
friends.
A new president along with an
entire slate of board members will be
voted on during the November meeting.
May we just keep doing what we do, maybe stretch
a bit, but not try to be anything that we’re inherently
not. After all – “You got to sell what’s on the truck.”

MIKE FRANKE

Meeting Notes

SVSAer Steve Clark
was in Lynchburg
VA on November
6 participating in
the Percival’s Island
SuperHero run.
Steve ran the race as
Batman AND Robin.
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Eighteen members
attended our October
monthly meeting.
This year’s holiday
party will be held on
Saturday, December 8
at Larry Helms’ house.
Important details and
directions will be sent to
all members via e-mail.
The SVSA decided to
make a donation to the
Girls Rock organization
of Roanoke VA. All
agreed that Girls Rock is
a worthy cause.
The November meeting
will see the election of
a new president (three
cheers for Mike Franke
and his dedication to
and enthusiasm for the

SVSA!) and a new slate
of board members.
Seven original songs
were brought in for
critique. The songs
faced the standard
SVSA “wringer” – an
open discussion of each
song with comments,
opinions, and suggestions
freely offered.
Guests are welcome at
our meetings. Sit through
a meeting or two and see
whether or not the SVSA
would be beneficial to
your songwriting efforts.
You’ll find us fun and
informal – we may be
just what you’re looking
for!
~ David Simpkins
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Outgoing SVSA President Mike Franke completed a recent hike up Tinker Cliffs that culminated with a breathtaking
view of McAfee Knob. Mike shows how easily such a mountainous formation could have been created.

Many SVSA
members are multiinstrumentalists.
For example, Alice
Black, left, plays
the mandolin,
the guitar, and
the banjo. Evelyn
Danner, right, can
handle a ukulele, a
harmonica, a cajon,
and, has recently
taken up electronic
drums under the
tutelage of SVSA
member Randolph
Walker.
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SVSA MUSIC NEWS CONCERT REVIEW
STEVE FORBERT:

The Spot On Kirk, Roanoke VA

by David Simpkins
A whole bunch
of – and I mean a whole
bunch of – “the next Bob
Dylans” have come an
gone over the years. Some
have lasted long enough
to demonstrate that they

aren’t and never were
Dylan clones and others
... well, the less said the
better.
Steve Forbert was
one of those unfortunates
stamped with the “new
Dylan” curse back in 1979

Karla Bonoff has written hit
songs for Linda Ronstadt,
Bonnie Raitt, and Wynonna
Judd.

PHOTO BY LARRY SAKAYAMA
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when he hit
with Romeo’s
Tune (“Meet
me in the
middle of the
day / let me
hear you say
/ everything’s
okay ...”). Since
then, after
establishing
Opener Jesse Bardwell (left) and Steve
himself as a
Forbert (center) do the obligatory pose thing
songwriting
with Roanoke public radio WVTF’s Luke
troubadour
Church. (Photo by Ronnie Lee Bailey.)
of the first
The Spot On Kirk.
rank and as a unique
Forbert is an absolute
voice in the folk, rock,
original. He can deliver a
and Americana genres,
tune with complete and
Forbert has been a musical
absolute sincerity and still
treasure, releasing more
make it seem like he’s
than a dozen studio
reinventing the tune in real
albums, including a
time, twisting the melody
Grammy-nominated
here and there, tossing in
tribute to Jimmie Rodgers
a treasured lick every now
in 2003. Forbert’s Rodgers
and then, just something
tribute was apt as both
to keep it fresh for himself
artists hail from Meridian
and for his audience.
MS.
It was a full house, by
Kathy and I have
the way – and a lot of the
seen Forbert three times;
folks there knew the songs
first at the Neighborhood
by heart. Forbert has a vast
Theater in Charlotte NC,
catalog of material and he
the second at Kirk Avenue
can cherry pick it like a
Music Hall in Roanoke
maestro. He’s in complete
VA, and the third was this
command when he’s on
past November 16 at Kirk
Avenue’s new iteration,
See Forbert, page 8

3rd Street Coffeehouse raised $2,107 for Feeding America Southwest Virginia, enough to provide 12,642 full and
nutritious meals for needy friends and neighbors in Southwest Virginia. Several SVSA members helped the November
23rd celebration along. Left to right, Marc Baskind, Greg Trafidlo, featured performer Dave Rudolf, Denise
Schmucker, FASWV Representative Anna Bunaba, and benefit coordinator Bob Schmucker. (Photo by Judy Larson.)

FO R B ERT

Continued from page 7

stage and you easily get swept up
in his enthusiasm, his astounding
songwriting, and his personality.
Opener Jesse Bardwell was the
antithesis of Forbert – hesitant,
careful, and colorless. As a
performer, he was competent ...
and that was a good thing because
anything less in comparison to
Forbert would have been a disaster.
Bardwell joined Forbert onstage
for a time later and behaved for
all the world like a pupil in the
presence of a master. Which is
exactly what he was.
Forbert seems comfortable in
his own skin, comfortable enough

to continue performing after a recent
serious illness that resulted in the
removal of a kidney (the reason
Forbert cancelled a performance
last year at The Spot On Kirk). He
has also just released a new album,
“The Magic Tree,” and has written
a memoir, “Big City Cat: My Life In
Folk Rock.” It’s a journey through
his beginning days at CBGB’s in
New York City and onward. (As you
can guess, Forbert’s new book is next
on my “to read” list.)
It’s hard to think of Steve Forbert
as still being one of those “under-theradar guys” considering his stellar
career as a performing songwriter.
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I’ve covered a couple of his songs
(Goin’ Down To Laurel with a
band in 1987; It Isn’t Gonna Be
That Way as a solo back in 1983)
and, if I was still doing cover
tunes, I’d mine his rich vein of
songs for all I was worth.
At the Spot, Forbert played
several of his “golden oldies”
and a number of tunes from his
new release as well. I simply can’t
recommend him enough. If he’s
slipped through your fingers over
the years, then go grab a handful
of his wonderful recordings (start
with his “Greatest Hits”) and work
your way back – and forward.
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A little bit of Photoshop trickery puts former SVSA
Vice President Mike DeGiorgi gazing out into the
great beyond. Behind him is scenery he snapped
on a recent steep and rocky 1.5-mile hike up
Sharp Top mountain just outside of Bedford VA at
the start of the Blue Ridge Parkway. Mike said the
hike “kicked my butt.”
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-SIDES
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAVOC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
DOGTOWN ROADHOUSE
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
5 POINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
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Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
GOOD TIMES TAVERN
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
GOSPEL CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
THE MILL IRON GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
MULLIGAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.

More Open Mic listings
on page 11

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 10
OBER BREWING COMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
PARKWAY BREWERY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.

RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.

STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.

ROANOKE DIVERSITY CENTER
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).

SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.

ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SOARING RIDGE CRAFT BREWERS
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
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SYCAMORE DELI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3RD STREET COFFEEHOUSE
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

SVSAer Greg Trafidlo (second from right) was part of the wall-to-wall talent assembled to pay tribute to world
class songwriter / poet / fine artist / dramatist / and performer Billy Edd Wheeler. Carnegie Hall and the West
Virginia Music Hall of Fame presented “High Flying Birds: A Billy Edd Wheeler Tribute” on November 9 at Carnegie
Hall. Performers included Larry Groce, Julie Adams, Richard Hefner, Christine Campbell, The Carpenter Ants, Greg
Trafidlo, John Lilly, Mark Bates, Susanna Robinson, and The Sycomores. Wheeler was at the event to talk about and
sign his new autobiography, “Hotter Than a Pepper Sprout.” (Photo by Marc Baskind.)

Trifolkal celebrates new album
Trifolkal (Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo, and Neal Phillips) will
celebrate the release of their 25th anniversary “Silver” album
next Sunday, December 2 from 2-5:00 p.m. at the Coopers Cove
Community Center at 37 Pennick Place, Hardy VA. The group
will perform songs from the album as well as other favorites.
After the concert, Trifolkal will host a song circle.
Admission is $10 at the door. Light refreshments and
snacks will be provided. RSVP by contacting Laura Pole by
phone/text 540-529-5395 or email lpchef@earthlink.net
Facebook members can mark themselves as “Going” at
https://www.facebook.com/events/825808804256096/

Walker on local radio station
Current SVSA member Randolph
Walker and former member Marian
McConnell were interviewed on new
Roanoke VA radio station WROE 95.7
– Radio Free Roanoke – on October 23.
Topics covered during the
30-minute interview included the
Rescue Mission of Roanoke, the
Drumstick Dash, Like The Moon
(the group featuring Walker and McConnell), 3rd Street
Coffeehouse, the Murder Hole Cave, the Roanoke Valley
Harley Owners Group #5326, and more. The broadcast is
archived at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDkeGV
YmyJo&feature=share
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Former SVSA President Larry Sakayama did,
by all accounts, a great job opening at a special
performance by noted performing songwriter Pierce
Pettis at 3rd Street Coffeehouse on November 4.

On November 19, SVSAer Alice Black recorded
her original song, The Town Of Bodie, at
Nashville Trax Studio. It was Alice’s first time
in a professional recording studio. We’re all
looking forward to hearing the results!
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3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................... OPENING ACT
Nov 30
Dec 06
Dec 07
Dec 14
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 28
Jan 03

Kat Mills....................................................... Entwined
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Claudia Nygaard........................................... Bob Schmucker
Art Katz........................................................ Aspen Black
No 3rd Thurs Open Mic (Closed For The Holidays)
Closed For The Holidays................................
Closed For The Holidays................................
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page

SVSAer Britt Mistele
performs at the most
recent SVSA Showcase
held at 3rd Street
Coffeehouse. (Photo by
Linda Guiliani Pearrell.)

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch for
sale, and hang out with folks who
share your interests. The next “Third
Thursdays at Third Street all Open
Mic” will be on January 17. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
January 3.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA members Nov 2018
Kathy Acosta
Matt Horner
David Barudin
Josh Jones
Marc Baskind
Jimmie Landry
Alice Black
Ashley Lucas
Aspen Black
Liz McAuley
Clay Blevins
Britt Mistele
Steve Clark
Paul Morrissey
Dennis Danner
Eric Mosley
Evelyn Danner
Jake Orzalli
Sam Darby
Mollye Otis
Frank Dieter
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike DeGiorgi
Mike Pearrell
Charlie Divers
Larry Sakayama
Paul Douglas
Bob Schmucker
Mike Franke
Denise Schmucker
Jerry Gilmore
David Simpkins
Egan Green
Jeff Smith
Mary Gordon Hall
Bill Stanton
Dale Hamilton
Greg Trafidlo
George Harris
Randolph Walker
Larry Helms
Tony Wegmann
Dan Hildebrand
Randy Williams
Celie Holmes
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

SVSAer Egan Green has
got the stage to himself
at an open mic at the
Dogtown Roadhouse
in Floyd VA. (Photo by
Christina Gonzales-Green.)

15 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | OCTOBER 2018

SVSA Performing Members’
Upcoming Gigs
MARC BASKIND
Nov 28, Good Samaritans Love Light Tree Lighting, solo,
9:30-11:30 a.m., Valley View Mall, 4802 Valley View Blvd NW,
Roanoke VA
Nov 28, Al’s On First, solo, 6-8:00 p.m., 68 First St NW, Pulaski VA
Nov 29, MVP Total Image Salon, with Robin & Tom Scott, 6-9:00
p.m., donations accepted, 354 Salem Ave SW, Roanoke VA
Dec 8, Poor Billy’s Seafood, solo, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 201 N Main St,
Blacksburg VA
Dec 22, Big Lick Tropical Grill, with the Heat Of The Night Band,
8-11:00 p.m., 4001 Murray Pl, Lynchburg VA
Dec 28, Pete Dye’s River Course, solo, 6-8:30 p.m., 8400 River
Course Dr, Fairlawn VA

DAVID SIMPKINS
Dec 1, Floyd Country Store Americana Afternoons Songwriters
Spotlight with Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, Mike Franke,
Mike Pearrell, and Kathy Acosta, noon-3:00 p.m., 206 South
Locust St, Floyd VA

GREG TRAFIDLO
Dec 1, Floyd Country Store Americana Afternoons Songwriters
Spotlight with Britt Mistele, David Simpkins, Mike Franke,
Mike Pearrell, and Kathy Acosta, noon-3:00 p.m., 206 South
Locust St, Floyd VA
Dec 2, Trifolkal CD release party, with Laura Pole and Neal
Phillips, 2:00 p.m, Coopers Cove Community Center, 37
Penick Pl, Hardy VA

Whether it’s attending an awards banquet, performing or
teaching in front of standing-room-only crowds, writing
poetry or prose, or just taking a break from a summer-long
performance tour of the American west, the SVSA’s Aspen Black
is always ready for the challenge. Aspen is truly an inspiration
to all of us who think driving 20 miles to a gig is a big deal and
a motivator to all of us who tend to rest on our laurels and stay
stuck in our ruts. Keep it coming, Aspen – we never know where
you’re going to be or what you’re going to get into next!
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

crossing over time

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

David Bowen (Acoustic Reset)

Greg Trafidlo

CROSSING OVER TIME — Featuring folk-pop

CARVED IN SONG— Most songs co-written

tunes. Eight originals and eight covers accented
by solid guitar licks and accompanying
instruments. Available at acousticreset.com.

Marc Baskind
MARC WITH A “C”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
LONG STORY SHORT — Offers 12 original

Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
EYES ON THE WATER — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

FOLK SINGULAR— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
CO-WRITERS IN DISGUISE — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
OLD DOG – NEW TRACKS — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

CUP OF CONTRADICTIONS — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

WINKIN’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

DIMESTORE DETECTIVE — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

TAO FROM THE MOUNTAIN — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
PACING THE MOON — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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“Songs have to stand the test of time.
I always think a song is great when I
finish it but some I get sick of or I find
that I’m totally dissatisfied with it a
ways down the road.”
~ Marshall Crenshaw

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

TALES FROM THE ROAD — 15 original poems

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his

with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

EASTERN WESTERN COWGIRL — Eight
original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.
FROM THE HEART OF A COWGIRL —

Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

HORSEGIRL POET — Songs and poems about

horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.
STYLE — A blend of standards and one original

in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“I think you always know when you’ve got
a good idea. Question is, are you going to be
able to articulate that with vision or are
you going to be lazy and just write ‘blah,
blah, blah?’ ”
~ Billy Bragg

SVSA Members’ Recordings

eagle rock session

what’s done is done

Randy Williams
EAGLE ROCK SESSION — Americana
compositions with imaginative lyrics delivered
in a unique and soulful voice.

Mike Franke
WHAT’S DONE IS DONE — A debut release of

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

A good deed for the holidays and beyond
SVSA member David Barudin sent in this article
by SVSA member Randolph Walker that appeared
in the November 6 Roanoke Times “Cornershot”
column:
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike Franke – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Frank Dieter – Treasurer
Bob Schmucker - At-Large Board
Member
Mike DeGiorgi - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

