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In with the new

Mike DeGiorgi is next SVSA prez
by Ashley Lucas

my part to keep that going.

Note: Returning SVSA Vice
President Ashley Lucas asked new
SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi a
few questions about his plans for the
coming year. Here are his responses:
A: Why did you decide to take
over the helm of the SVSA ship?
M: Largely because I felt it was
my turn! I also think I have a good
perspective on the history of SVSA
and why people join. Personally, my
songwriting output has exponentially
increased because of SVSA, and
I’ve seen the quality of my writing
and the writing of other members
improve over the years. I want to do

DUE S BE D U E B E
DUE BE D U E
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA
24153

When I joined, David Simpkins
was president, then Larry Sakayama
and Mike Franke. Those guys each
did a great job; we’ve grown some
and become slightly more diverse
in membership. I have a couple pet
projects I’m interested in developing,
but I don’t see any dramatic changes
happening. I just don’t want to screw
up!

MIKE DeGIORGI

A: Can you describe some of these
“pet projects?”
M: The first one grew out of a
“just after Christmas” meeting with
you and Mike Franke. It’s an idea
See Feature Article, page 2

The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WEDNESDAY JAN 23
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

ASHLEY LUCAS

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
we’ve knocked around for a while
— to produce an SVSA Christmas
CD of original tunes. We have
to work out some logistics, like
how to pay for it, who’s going to
participate, how we pick songs ...
but it would be fun and would also
be a way to give members more
exposure to the recording process.
A lot of folks could be involved,
either singing, playing, having
others perform their song ....
We all also agree that
workshops are a good thing,
but maybe they can be more
spontaneous, like when Charlie
Divers brought in a song and
asked people to comment on why
it worked.
It would be nice to have topics
that actually address the craft of
songwriting and give people fresh

Continued from page 1

ideas for how they can approach
writing.
Workshops can be short
discussions, with the occasional more
formal presentation and perhaps even
a couple of longer (one-two days)
combination workshop/dinner/
song circle – something similar to the
“Writer Overnighters” Greg Trafidlo
has hosted.
Additionally, I’d like to address
the last-minute scramble we have
each year when replacing officers and
board members. We could do a better
job of succession planning! Part of
this might involve utilizing board
members more in various leadership
roles, like organizing showcases or
working on specific tasks.
Lastly, I’m not focused on
growing a big club. I’d like to strike
a balance between having a diverse

membership and the total number
of members. We seem to have
some sort of organic capacity
that hovers somewhere around 40
members. I think that’s okay. I’m
assuming that we will gain a few
members and lose a few each year
or two.
We need to make sure that
we’re not letting a bias toward
certain musical genres push people
away.
We also need to make sure that
we continue to provide a supportive
and encouraging critique process.
I trust that members will provide
enough feedback to make sure
we’re doing the right thing. Good
song critiques are the number one
reason people come to meetings. I
don’t ever want to compromise that
aspect of our group.

SVSA board members for 2019

Mike DeGiorgi
President

Ashley Lucas
Vice President

Mike Franke
Treasurer

David Simpkins
Secretary

Larry Helms
Member At-Large

Bill Stanton
Member At-Large

Mollye Otis
Member At-Large

Dennis Danner
Member At-Large
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SVSAer Dale Hamilton performs at the Wednesday
Night Open Mic at Due South BBQ in Christiansburg
VA. Formerly held at Little Green Hive (also in
Christiansburg), the popular Open Mic is thriving in
its new location. (Photo by Rick Krajnyak.)

SVSAer Jimmie Landry is most
recognizable sitting behind the keyboards
but, on occasion, he steps up front and
lets loose on the accordion. Here he is a
few years back with the Gumbo Band.

3 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | JANUARY 2019

Meeting Notes
Seventeen members
and two guests attended
our November monthly
meeting, the last official
meeting of 2018.
Kicking off the busy
schedule was a Zoom
video link-up with Bill
Martin, owner and
operator of RTGuitars.
His innovative reversetension design is catching
on nationwide. Martin
gave a brief info session
and answered group
questions. SVSAer Larry
Sakayama did a short
demonstration on Denise
Schmucker’s RT guitar.
The major business
attended to before
the critiques was the

nomination and election
of new board members
for the upcoming year.
Outgoing President
Mike Franke oversaw
his last meeting and
welcomed Mike
DeGiorgi as the new
head of the SVSA.
Ashley Lucas returns
as vice president as does
David Simpkins as
treasurer.
Not quite willing to let
go of the heady air of
leadership, Mike Franke
replaces Frank Dieter as
treasurer.
Larry Helms and
Dennis Danner return as
at-large board members
with newcomers Mollye

Otis and Bill Stanton
rounding out the
foursome.
Ten original songs
were brought in for
critique. The songs
faced the standard
SVSA “wringer” – an
open discussion of each
song with comments,
opinions, and suggestions
freely offered.
Guests are welcome at
our meetings. Sit through
a meeting or two and see
whether or not the SVSA
would be beneficial to
your songwriting efforts.
You’ll find that we
may be just what you’re
looking for!
~ David Simpkins

Mollye Otis to
present vocal
workshop at
January meeting
SVSAer Mollye Otis, who
is the new music director
of the non-denominational
Unity of Roanoke Valley,
will offer up a workshop on
singing at the next SVSA
meeting at the Jefferson
Center on Wed, Jan 23.
She’ll cover tips on
warming up, creating
freer singing, and a simple
understanding of vocal
mechanics that will (literally!)
help us wrap our heads
around our instruments.
Also, SVSA President
Mike DeGiorgi issues an
open invite for members to
contact him if they want to
present any future topics.

Line-up set
for next SVSA
Showcase at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse
There was a swift and
strong response to the
recent request for showcase
performers for the March 29
SVSA Showcase at 3rd Street
Coffeehouse. There will be
more info on the showcase at
the next two meetings and
in next month’s SVSA Music
News. The lineup is as follows:
• David Simpkins
• Marc Baskind
• Dennis Danner
(with Evelyn backing)
• Celie Holmes
• Bill Stanton
• Greg Trafidlo
• Mike Franke
• Jimmie Landry

4 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | JANUARY 2019

SVSAer Dan Hildebrand
and Adonna Lemon
(performing as the
Entwined) stirred up a
little holiday cheer at
their recent gig at the
Floyd Country Store in
Floyd VA. Dan’s article
about the couple’s trip to
Belize on page 6 is must
reading.
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Many of us have been there. Freezing night, gig
over, well after midnight, time to go home, gear
stored snugly in our vehicle. There’s nothing
quite like the quiet of such a time. SVSAer Mike
Franke snapped this photo following his gig at
the Starr Hill Pilot Brewery Side Stage. Roanoke’s
Mill Mountain Star oversees the scene.
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BELIZE IT
OR NOT!
The Adventures of the Entwined in Belize
by Dan
Hildebrand
Adonna
Lemon and I
perform as a duo
both on the local
scene and now
internationally.
Our musical
style would roughly qualify as
Americana with a healthy dose of
homespun songs and eclectic cover
tunes.
I have been performing in
bands and solo ever since I was
playing and singing at guitar mass
in Catholic church back in grade
school. Adonna, the daughter of a
Baptist minister, grew up singing
and playing piano at a very young
age also.
We actually met in church and
our musical backgrounds meshed
as immediately as our relationship.

We have been performing live in
restaurants, wineries, breweries,
and at the 3rd Street Coffeehouse
the past four years.
It has been a true blessing
to blend together so naturally in
music and in our relationship, thus
the duo name “the Entwined.”
In the summer of 2018, we
had the honor of joining the Book
Bag Santa group of 36 “baggers” to
bring needed school supplies to the
underprivileged schools of Belize.
(We delivered about 2,500 pounds
of supplies.)
Gary Hunt, the Book Bag Santa
himself – with his ever-efficient
sidekick Bea – has been doing this
for 29 years now. Gary is famous in
Belize for his good deeds.
Book Bag Santa recruited the
Entwined as the musicians for this
trip to keep the baggers and local
tourists entertained.
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We were penciled in for five
evening gigs in thatched-roof
venues on the seaside and for a gig
at the school in Dangriga.
Our hometown for this tour
was Placencia, which boasts the
smallest main street in the world
according to the Guinness Book of
World Records.
The Sea Spray Hotel – a family
owned, funky, and brightly colored
collection of rooms and cabanas
– was our home base. Palm trees
and beautiful white sand beaches
greeted us every morning as well
as the Detatch Restaurant only a
few sandy steps away. Excellent
strong coffee and tasty fry jacks are
the standouts in this family-owned
venue.
John Dale, a talented
songwriter in his own right, has
been a regular on these trips for
See Belize, page 7

BEL IZ E

Continued from page 6

years and keeps several small amps
and microphones in storage in
Placencia.
He was kind enough to lend us
his sound gear which neatly stacks
in a rolling suitcase.
We even were supplied roadies
for the tour – Ed and Nick – who
had a golf cart rented and on
standby at all times. They assisted
in carting our equipment and us
wherever we needed carting, which
was a huge help.
During the day in this tropical
paradise we enjoyed swimming,
snorkeling, scuba diving, fishing,
and a Monkey River Jungle trip in
search of crocodiles and howler
monkeys.
We even dined at Alice’s
Restaurant “where you can get what
you want as long as it’s fish or foul.”
That’s a line from my new song, On
Laughing Bird Caye, which I penned
on this trip.
The highlight of our stay was
being the first musicians to ever
perform at Francis Ford Coppola’s
Turtle Inn Resort. This was also

the evening we
released our new
CD “Songwriter
Sessions.”
The resort van
picked us up for
this event and we
were treated as
VIP’s the entire
evening including
a memorable
gourmet meal
afterwards. We
performed that
night under a
huge thatchedroof bar on the
Adonna Lemon and Dan Hildebrand – the Entwined –
beach as the
perform at a restaurant in Belize.
aroma of grilled
seafood filled the air, Tiki torches
service, thanks to Book Bag Santa.
glowed, and beer flowed.
Later that day we enjoyed
Our group of fellow adventurers
traditional Belizean food at the
and resort guests alike danced to the
home of the school Head Mistress
beat of the music
Phyllis.
while others
As far a gigs
lazily rocked
go, this one
in hammocks.
is going to be
A warm ocean
hard to top.
breeze blew
We spent
softly; palm trees
nine days in
swayed and the
this beautiful
full moon peeked
place and
through the
performed
open-air bar as it reflected on the
music for wonderful audiences at
Caribbean Sea.
every beautiful venue.
We both felt so incredibly
We made new friends, enjoyed
blessed to share our music with our
great food, frolicked in the water
audience on this magical evening.
and the sun, released a new CD,
We also ventured to the school
immersed ourselves in laughter,
in Dangriga where Adonna sang
song, and a few Belikin beers.
our National Anthem for teachers,
This trip also left Adonna and
school children, and baggers.
me with a warm feeling of doing
At the school we received a
something good to help out those
proclamation from the mayor of
underprivileged school children.
Roanoke VA for our community
Belize it or not!
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-SIDES
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAVOC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
DOGTOWN ROADHOUSE
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
5 POINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
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Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
GOOD TIMES TAVERN
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540-849-7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
GOSPEL CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
THE MILL IRON GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
MULLIGAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.

More Open Mic listings
on page 9

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Continued from page 8
OBER BREWING COMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
PARKWAY BREWERY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.

RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.

STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.

ROANOKE DIVERSITY CENTER
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).

SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.

ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SOARING RIDGE CRAFT BREWERS
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
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SYCAMORE DELI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3RD STREET COFFEEHOUSE
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

Our favorite
cowgirls, Alice
and Aspen Black,
performed over
the holidays at the
Cowboy Christmas
show held at
Charlie’s Music
Barn in Siler City
NC. We assume
that’s Charlie in the
middle.

Full house at Trifolkal CD release party
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Trifolkal (Neal Phillips, Laura Pole, and Greg
Trafidlo) celebrated the release of their 25th anniversary
“Silver” album on December 2 at the Coopers Cove
Community Center in Hardy VA.
The group performed songs from the album as well
as other favorites. SVSA member Steve Clark opened
the well-attended show and joined with SVSAer Marc
Baskind in assisting Trifolkal on a couple of songs.
After the concert, Trifolkal hosted a song circle.

Trifolkal CD reviewed in Goldmine mag
Trifolkal (Neal Phillips, Laura Pole, and Greg
Trafidlo) noted that their 25th anniversary “Silver” album
was recently reviewed in Goldmine magazine by former
SVSA member Warren Kurtz. The favorable review
can be read in full at https://www.goldminemag.com/
articles/fabulous-flip-sides/fabulous-flip-sides-trifolkalinterview-on-peter-paul-and-mary-and-more.
The group also had songs played on the long-running
Midnight Special radio show during December. See
https://midnightspecial.org/nationals/2018-049.htm
The SVSA Showcase at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA last
September was a big success. Another one is planned for this
coming March. See the SVSA Music News for details.

Those of us who are familiar with The Tombstone Blues, a
song co-written by SVSAers Mike DeGiorgi and Mike Franke,
will know why this epitaph — found recently by Greg Trafidlo
and Judy Larson — is so amazing. For those who aren’t
familiar with the song ... well, we won’t spoil it for you.
Long-time SVSAer Mickey Nelson was recently profiled in SWVA
Living magazine based out of the Smith Mountain Lake area.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch for
sale, and hang out with folks who
share your interests. The next “Third
Thursdays at Third Street all Open
Mic” will be on February 21. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................... OPENING ACT
Jan 25
Feb 01
Feb 07
Feb 08
Feb 15
Feb 21
Feb 22
Mar 01
Mar 07
Mar 08

3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
February 7.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

Bryan Toney.................................................. Larry Sakayama
the Entwined............................................. Bob Schmucker
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Karyn Oliver.................................................. Beren & Lúthien
the McKenzies.............................................. Perihelion
3rd Thursday Open Mic................................. Aspen Black
Caleb Ryan Martin........................................ Mike Pearrell
Toney Rocks.................................................. Bob Schmucker
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Wayne Willingham....................................... the Entwined

SVSAer Mike Franke
holds court at the
recently renovated 3rd
Street Coffeehouse.
(Photo by Denise
Schmucker.)

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA Performing Members’
Upcoming Gigs
DAVID SIMPKINS
Feb 16, Bridgewater Follies with Britt Mistele, Greg
Trafidlo, Marc Baskind, Mike Pearrell, and Kathy
Acosta, 104 Miller St, Bridgewater VA
Mar 29, SVSA Showcase In The Round with Mike Franke,
Greg Trafidlo, Marc Baskind, Dennis & Evelyn
Danner, Celie Holmes, Bill Stanton, and Jimmie
Landry. 7-10:00 p.m, 305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke
VA

GREG TRAFIDLO
Feb 16, Bridgewater Follies with Britt Mistele, David
Simpkins, Marc Baskind, Mike Pearrell, and Kathy
Acosta, 104 Miller St, Bridgewater VA
Mar 1, First Friday Coffeehouse with Mike Franke, 7:00
p.m, 4599 Shepherdstown Rd (Trinity Orchard House),
Martinsburg WV
Mar 29, SVSA Showcase In The Round with Mike Franke,
David Simpkins, Marc Baskind, Dennis & Evelyn
Danner, Celie Holmes, Bill Stanton, and Jimmie
Landry. 7-10:00 p.m, 305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke
VA

New SVSA
Treasurer Mike
Franke was the
headliner at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse
last Friday night,
January 18.
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SVSA members Jan 2019
Kathy Acosta
Matt Horner
David Barudin
Josh Jones
Marc Baskind
Jimmie Landry
Alice Black
Ashley Lucas
Aspen Black
Liz McAuley
Clay Blevins
Britt Mistele
Steve Clark
Paul Morrissey
Dennis Danner
Eric Mosley
Evelyn Danner
Jake Orzalli
Sam Darby
Mollye Otis
Frank Dieter
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike DeGiorgi
Mike Pearrell
Charlie Divers
Russ Pennavaria
Paul Douglas
Larry Sakayama
Mike Franke
Bob Schmucker
Jerry Gilmore
Denise Schmucker
Egan Green
David Simpkins
Mary Gordon Hall
Jeff Smith
Dale Hamilton
Bill Stanton
George Harris
Greg Trafidlo
Larry Helms
Randolph Walker
Dan Hildebrand
Tony Wegmann
Celie Holmes
Randy Williams
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

PHOTO BY DENNIS DANNER

The SVSA 2018
Holiday Party
was a

The 2018 SVSA Holiday Party was held at the warm, spacious, and beautiful home of SVSAer Larry Helms and his wife
Judy. Partygoers were treated to a sumptuous buffet and a sparkling evening of music. What a fun time. Great food,
great music, and, as always, great company!
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Throughout the evening, guests mingled, conversed, and partook of the
plentiful snacks and beverages. After a sit-down buffet-style meal — with
the main courses of meats provided by Larry and Judy — the crowd
gathered in the great room and were entertained by a constant stream
of SVSA performers. Covers, originals, sing-a-longs, it didn’t matter. The
mood was festive, the lights were low, the seating was comfy, and the fire
was cozy and inviting.
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Various individuals played solo and with others. The performance part of
the gathering was far more informal than in years past. There was no set
line-up, no set songs to play. Some seasonal tunes were rendered — and
were much appreciated — but the emphasis was more on having fun than
on playing “appropriate” songs. The house was large enough for people
to get away from the music if they so desired but pretty much everybody
stuck close and enjoyed the performances.
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The party had been rescheduled from an earlier date due to bad weather.
The fates must have been kind this time around because there was an
amazing turnout. Outgoing SVSA President Mike Franke, overseeing his
last official function, said that this year’s Holiday Party was his crowning
achievement — and the best thing about it was that he didn’t have to DO
anything! Everyone in attendance has expressed his or her appreciation to
the Helmses for their superb hospitality and generousness.

17 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | JANUARY 2019

The last song sung, the last morsel wrapped and ready to take home, the
last beverage quaffed, the instruments all put away in their respective
cases ... all good things must come to an end. And this was most definitely
a good thing. There has never been a bad SVSA Holiday Party — but some
have risen to exceptional status. This was one of them. Can’t wait ‘til next
year!
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

crossing over time

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

David Bowen (Acoustic Reset)

Greg Trafidlo

CROSSING OVER TIME — Featuring folk-pop

CARVED IN SONG— Most songs co-written

tunes. Eight originals and eight covers accented
by solid guitar licks and accompanying
instruments. Available at acousticreset.com.

Marc Baskind
MARC WITH A “C”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
LONG STORY SHORT — Offers 12 original

Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
EYES ON THE WATER — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

FOLK SINGULAR— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
CO-WRITERS IN DISGUISE — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
OLD DOG – NEW TRACKS — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

CUP OF CONTRADICTIONS — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

WINKIN’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

TAO FROM THE MOUNTAIN — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
PACING THE MOON — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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DIMESTORE DETECTIVE — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

“Songwriting is like reaching
under the bank to see if a big old
catfish is there. If one chomps
onto your arm, you pull it out.
But you can’t catch one if you
don’t reach under the bank.”
~ John Hiatt

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

TALES FROM THE ROAD — 15 original poems

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his

with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

EASTERN WESTERN COWGIRL — Eight
original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.
FROM THE HEART OF A COWGIRL —

Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

HORSEGIRL POET — Songs and poems about

horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.

friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.
STYLE — A blend of standards and one original

in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“I’ve always loved folk music. I
hear strains of country music in
Elizabethan ballads, in Irish folk
songs, in Scottish melodies. You
can see how it’s been handed down
... but they still have some of that
original flavor. ”
~ Johnny Cash
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

eagle rock session

what’s done is done

Randy Williams
EAGLE ROCK SESSION — Americana
compositions with imaginative lyrics delivered
in a unique and soulful voice.

Mike Franke
WHAT’S DONE IS DONE — A debut release of

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Old music photos are fun to find and even more fun to share.
Here’s one SVSAer Greg Trafidlo found of his long-ago days
with the Bass Mountain Boys bluegrass group. Greg’s in the
middle.

Well, either SVSAer Steve Clark is trolling
for an endorsement deal or he has
inadvertently given away the secret of
his marathon-running successes. Either
way, he looks to be a happy man in the
coming year!

PHOTO BY DENISE SCHMUCKER

SVSA Board Member Bob Schmucker has a fun afternoon
with his grandkids, Riley and Reagan.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

