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New Ain’t Bad

Discover the musical bounty that technology brings
by Ashley Lucas

Disclaimer: this article has
NOTHING to do with recording
or engineering. During our last
monthly meeting, Bill Stanton
brought in a (very) fun song about
how great bands used to be —
about how technology has taken
something away from the songs of
old.
That got me thinking about
my place in this group. I’m in no
way “young” but as one of the
younger members, perhaps I can
be of service in the capacity of
just introducing the modern world
of streaming, podcasts, and video
series and how it can better your
songwriting.

DUE S BE D U E B E
D UE BE D U E
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153

Let’s start with streaming
services. Right off the bat, I have a
love/hate relationship with them.
I hate that they don’t compensate
artists and songwriters properly,
but I LOVE the access. The
platforms I’m most familiar with
are Spotify and of course Apple
Music. There are many others, but
if I were to purchase a monthly
membership, it would be to one of
the aforementioned.
I love Spotify. LOVE it. I
stream it through the Bluetooth in
my car. I listen to it on my phone
at the gym. I listen at work on my
laptop. I will say that while I prefer
Spotify to Apple Music, it is nice
See Feature Article, page 2

The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WedNESDAY MAR 27
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

ASHLEY LUCAS

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
to be able to ask Siri (on my
iPhone), while I’m driving, to
play whatever song I like without
having to actually pick up my
phone. Apple Music also works
great with Alexa if you have the
Amazon device in your home.
Not only do streaming
services let you have access to all
your favorite music in one place,
it allows you to create as many
different playlists as you want.
The SUPER smart thing about
Spotify is the curated playlists
that it creates each week based
on your listening habits from the
week before.
Every Monday, you get
a new Discover Weekly – a
playlist consisting
of new and not so
new music, that the
folks at Spotify think
you would dig. I
will be honest – I’ve
discovered some
of my favorite new
artists thanks to
Discover Weekly.
In addition, I’ve
written plenty of songs after
finding inspiration in a chord
progression, or genre, or melody
that I hadn’t heard before. Apple
Music does have a “For You”
playlist that it creates each week,
but I have yet to be impressed
by their computerized curated
selections.
Another great thing about
both Spotify and iTunes, is the
ability to listen to podcasts.
If you’re not familiar with
podcasts, they’re audio series
that you can listen to on the
internet. Sort of like radio

Continued from page 1

shows, but more produced and
NOT on the radio. There is a
plethora of podcasts about music,
but some particularly great ones
about songwriting.
Here’s a list of my favorites:
• Song Exploder
– “Your
Favorite Song
Explained”
– each
20-30-minute
episode has a popular musician
taking apart their song and
telling the story of its creation.
Some artists will focus on the
actual creation of the melody,
writing lyrics, or even how the
arrangement came together in the
studio. Recommended Episode: “alt-J
– In Cold Blood”
• The Working
Songwriter
– Incredible
songwriter Joe
Pug discusses
the intricacies of songwriting
with today’s best artists. Lee Ann
Womack, Steve Earle, Mandolin
Orange, and John Moreland are
just a few of the amazing guests
Pug has interviewed. After each
episode, I breathe a sigh of relief
knowing these talented humans
have to same struggles as I do.
Recommended Episode: “Sean
McConnell”
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• NPR’s Tiny
Desk Concerts
– You may have
watched them
on YouTube,
but now you can

listen to your favorite intimate
performances without having
to log onto your computer.
Each session features a brilliant
musician performing at All
Songs Considered host Bob
Boilen’s desk in the NPR offices.
Recommended Episode: “Tyler
Childers”
• Middle Class
Musician –
This podcast
focuses on the
ways people
are still making
a living in one of the fastest
changing industries in the world
and helps create an environment
where they can not only survive
but thrive. Recommended Episode:
“33|Jessica Lamb (singer/
songwriter)”
• And the
Writer Is …
with Ross
Golan – Every
week, Ross
sits down
with an acclaimed and venerable
songwriter to intimately discuss
what happens behind closed
doors in the music industry.
There are millions of singers,
thousands of artists, and only 40
top songs per genre at a time…
this podcast is about the people
who make them. Recommended
Episode: “Ep. 24: Julia Michaels”
If listening to unlimited
music on streaming services, and
listening to folks talk about music
via podcasts doesn’t fill up your
See Feature Article, page 3

Meeting Notes
Twenty-four members and
one guest attended our February
meeting.
Vice President Ashley Lucas
brought Jolene – a song by Ray
Lamontagne – for the group’s
consideration. It was the first
installment of our on-going series
on dissecting songs.
Opportunities for the group
to participate in helping the local
NPR station with their fundraising on March 6 were discussed.
A group photo of fund-drive
participants is on page 5.

President Mike DeGiorgi
brought up some possible ideas
for offering SVSA-sponsored
workshops on songwriting at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse in the near
future. Mike also introduced the
Facebook songwriting group
“Song Farmers” to the assembled
members.
Treasurer Mike Franke
discussed his experiences with the
3rd Street Coffeehouse Radio Hour
broadcast on WROE-LP 95.7FM
on Monday nights at 8:00 p.m.
~ Bill Stanton

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
day, then I highly recommend
going down the rabbit hole on
the YouTube
channel,
Holistic
Songwriting.
Host
Friedemann
Findeisen has created a series of
tools, blueprints, and formulas
to transform yourself into a
more commercial artist. And
before you say,
“Ugh, I don’t
care about being
commercial,”
he simply
means following
a certain
formula that
subconsciously
speaks to a bigger audience.
He dives into popular songs
(not necessarily pop songs) and
dissects what makes them so
appealing to the ear. His videos
offer a well-produced deep dive
into everything from chord

Continued from page 2

progressions, melodies, the battle
between sound and songwriting,
why certain songs make us feel
sad (you may be surprised by the
answer), even how marketing
oneself affects the music they
make. I highly recommend the
episodes, “How Radiohead
Writes a Chord Progression,”
“The 10 Commandments of
Songwriting,” and “Music
Theory as a Songwriter?”
I encourage
everyone to take
advantage of at
least some of
the resources we
literally have at
our fingertips.
New doesn’t
always mean
bad – it may mean scary, but that
doesn’t mean it’s not worth doing.
There’s a whole world of
information and knowledge in
your pocket at all times. Read it,
listen to it, watch it – whatever.
Just do me a favor and discover.

New doesn’t always
mean bad – it may
mean scary, but that
doesn’t mean it’s not
worth doing.

3 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | MARCH 2019

Online dues
payment now
available
SVSA Treasurer Mike Franke
announces that paying with a
credit card (or PayPal account) is
now possible via the SVSA website.
Click on the “Club Business”
menu item in the main navigation
menu:

... or go to this URL:
https://svsasongs.com/clubbusiness/
Scroll down to the “Pay Now”
button. Click it. There will be a
simple form, including a button to
“Pay with Debit or Credit Card” at
the bottom.

A receipt will be sent via email,
and your payment will appear in
the SVSA PayPal account, based on
the name entered in the form.
And that’s it!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

SVSA SHOWCASE
FRI MARCH 29
3RD STREET
COFFEEHOUSE
ROANOKE VA
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A gaggle of SVSAers took over the phones for a shift at the most recent WVTF / Radio IQ fundraiser on March 6.
From left, Marc Baskind, Greg Trafidlo, Bob Schmucker, Britt Mistele, Aspen Black, and Mike DeGiorgi. SVSAer
Celie Holmes was a phone volunteer with members of the Star City Sounds Chorus the previous day.
SVSAer Jimmie Landry (far right) performed with the Bob Peckman Jazz Band on March 13. They also had
occasion to snag a stuffed gator.
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-Sides
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

Club Havoc
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
Dogtown Roadhouse
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
5 Points Music Sanctuary
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
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Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
GINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Ginas-Food-withFlavor/435558020265249
4145 B W Main St Salem VA
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by
McFadden and Holmes. Performers
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at
Gina’s.
Good Times Tavern
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
Gospel Café
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
The Mill Iron Grill
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight

More Open Mic
listings on page 7

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 6
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
Mulligan’s
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.

RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.

Ober Brewing Company
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.

Roanoke Diversity Center
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).

Parkway Brewery
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.

THE Q OPEN MiC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.

Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.

RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.

SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
SPIKE’S GRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming
community of musicians from first
timers to old timers. Come out to
listen, come out to play, come out to
show support for local music.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
Sycamore Deli
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3rd street coffeehouse
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

SVSA members March 2019

Franke
hosts new
radio show
Former SVSA president
and current treasurer Mike
Franke is hosting the 3rd
Street Coffeehouse Radio
Hour on Radio Free Roanoke
WROE-LP at 95.7FM in
Roanoke VA. The show
broadcasts on Monday
nights at 8:00 p.m.

Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
Clay Blevins
Steve Clark
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke

Jerry Gilmore
Egan Green
Mary Gordon Hall
Dale Hamilton
George Harris
Larry Helms
Dan Hildebrand
Celie Holmes
Matt Horner
Josh Jones
Jimmie Landry
Ashley Lucas
Liz McAuley
Britt Mistele
Paul Morrissey

Eric Mosley
Jake Orzalli
Mollye Otis
Charles (Jack) Page
Mike Pearrell
Russ Pennavaria
Larry Sakayama
Bob Schmucker
Denise Schmucker
David Simpkins
Jeff Smith
Bill Stanton
Greg Trafidlo
Randolph Walker
Tony Wegmann

Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

Lynchburg Lyrics Songwriters Competition
The Lynchburg Parks & Recreation is hosting its first songwriters
competition. The event is designed to promote local and regional
talent through the art of songwriting. Established and aspiring
songwriters of Lynchburg VA and the surrounding area are encouraged
to apply. Deadline is April 7.
A performance competition for selected finalists will be held April
26 from 8-11:00 p.m. at the Miller Center Theater. The cover charge is
$5 in advance/ $8 at the door. Proceeds will go toward the cash prize
for winners. For more info, see www.lynchburgparksandrec.com

James, Alice,
and Aspen Black
perform Joan Baez’s
Diamonds And
Dust on February
2 for Pleasant Hill
United Methodist
Church’s Family Fun
Night in Roanoke
VA.
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A PATREON PAGE: What is it and how can it help?
Editor’s Note: This is an edited press
release sent out by Texas musician
Kent “Max” Maxson.
I have made the decision to
start a Patreon Page. So, what is
Patreon?
First of all, it is neither a gift
nor a request for charity. It is a
new business platform that allows
creative people to sell their music,
videos and art on a subscription
basis, much like taking out
a monthly subscription to a
magazine.
Patreon is a platform that
facilitates ongoing, direct
patronage to creators like myself.
Instead of making one pledge,
one time, you make a pledge to
continually support the artist.
For as little as $1 per month
(the cost of one music download)
you are guaranteed a steady stream
of music and exclusive content.
Bottom line, if you choose
to become a patron, you will
be providing me with valuable
financial support that I need to
continue creating music. In return,
I will provide you with music,
merchandise and special reward
incentives.
Why is this necessary?
Streaming music has overtaken
album sales, and platforms like
YouTube and Spotify have made
songwriting less profitable.
The average pay per stream
of a song on YouTube is $0.0006.
If a songwriter owned all of their
publishing rights and was the
performing artist (very rare), they
would have to have their song
streamed 25,133,333 just to earn
minimum wage.
On Spotify the average pay
per stream is $0.0038. This means

they would have to have their
song streamed 3,968,421 to make
minimum wage.
Songwriters and artists need
other options in order to make a
living.
The link at the end takes you
to my Patreon Page where you

will see the different Reward
Tiers that are available. Please do
not feel pressured or obligated to
take part in this program. But, if
you do subscribe, know that you
can discontinue your patronage
(subscription) at anytime.
www.patreon.com/kentmaxson

FROM THE EDITOR
A simple Google search uncovers gobs of information on how to
set up and maintain a Patreon account. Most of the sites are geared
toward beginners starting from the ground up. There are videos on
YouTube available as well. All in all, there is a TON of info out there on
this subject. Here is an extremely brief sampling of what’s available:
Setting Up Shop: Tips For Building A Successful Patreon
https://www.reelnreel.com/ultimate-guide-patreon-creator-page/
How To Set Up A Patreon account
www.quora.com/How-do-you-set-up-a-Patreon-account
Here's How Patreon Works
letsreachsuccess.com/patreon-page
5 Data-Backed Tips To Be Successful On Patreon
https://blog.patreon.com/5-data-backed-tips-1st-month-patreon/
Sign Up | Patreon
www.patreon.com/signup
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3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch
for sale, and hang out with folks
who share your interests. The next
“Third Thursdays at Third Street all
Open Mic” will be on April 18. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
April 4.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................... OPENING ACT
Mar 28
Mar 29
Apr 04
Apr 05
Apr 07
Apr 12
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 26
May 02
May 03

VT-Carilion Med School Open Mic................. Awaiz Khan
SVSA Showcase.......................................... n/a
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Eddie Marrs.................................................. Dan & Marian
..................................................................... McConnell
Clinton Collins............................................... Celie Holmes
Annual Susan G. Komen Benefit
Joy Tru.......................................................... Jimmie Landry
3rd Thursday All Open Mic............................ Aspen & Alice
..................................................................... Black
Mike Franke............................................... Perihelion
Keith Rea...................................................... Bob Schmucker
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle........... Jim Page
Tough Old Bird.............................................. Brian Coughlan

SVSAer Bill Stanton is a frequent opener at 3rd Street Coffeehouse.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

3rd Street readies for annual cancer benefit
by Bob Schmucker
3rd Street
Coffeehouse will
host its annual
Susan G. Komen,
Virginia Blue Ridge
fundraiser on
Friday, November
23rd.
Headlining
our show will be
Bluefield WV based
singer-songwriter
Clinton Collins.
Clinton is a house
favorite.
Ron Sowell, the
music director of
Mountain Stage
in Charleston WV,
says, “Clinton
Collins sings about
rivers and coal
trains, blueberry
wine, and old time
religion. He writes
songs about family
and friends, old
penny rings, and
Silvertone guitars.
He plays and sings
about what he
knows and we believe him. In the
tradition of Hazel Dickens and
Billy Edd Wheeler comes another
authentic southern West Virginia
voice. It must be in the water.”
Check Clinton out at https://
clintoncollins.com/
Opening for Collins will be
Celie Holmes, one of the most
versatile and popular jazz vocalists
in Southwest Virginia. Celie is also
a veteran songwriter and musician
in her own right. With a voice
as clear and pure as a mountain
stream, she’s been known to deliver
pure magic on the 3rd Street stage.

Check her out at https://www.
celieholmes.com/
Throughout the evening,
we’ll be raffling off a slew of gifts
including concert tickets, gift cards
for local businesses, two one-day /
any-day passes for FloydFest 2019,
and our top prize, a brand new
Cordoba Mini II EB-CE guitar.
Raffle tickets are $5 each or
six for $25 and available at the
Coffeehouse. The winner need
not be present. All proceeds from
the sale of raffle tickets will go to
Susan G. Komen, Virginia Blue
Ridge. Covering a 42 city and
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county area in
southwest Virginia,
the Virginia Blue
Ridge Affiliate
of Susan G.
Komen focuses on
identifying gaps in
breast health care,
reaching women
through breast
health education,
and creating
community
awareness through
events, an annual
Race for the Cure,
and support for the
entire service area.
More info can be
had at https://
komenvablueridge
.org/
Now in its
32nd year, 3rd
Street Coffeehouse
is a non-profit
listening room
run by volunteers
and never has a
cover charge. It is
alcohol and smoke
free and features
fresh bakery from Evie’s Wildflour
Restaurant and Bakery in Roanoke
VA with a selection of regular and
flavored coffees, teas, and cold
drinks.
A hat is passed during the
performance and 100% of the
money collected goes to the
performers. Doors open at 7:00
p.m.
3rd Street Coffeehouse offers
live music every Friday night
from 7:30-10:00 p.m. Generally, a
local or regional performer plays
a 30-minute opening set and a
See Benefit, page 12

BEN E FIT

Continued from page 11

Variety of raffle
prizes to be awarded
at 3rd Street
Coffeehouse benefit
Raffle tickets for the Susan G.
Komen benefit show on April 7th are
$5 each or six for $25. Lots of prizes
will be raffled at the performance,
including:
• Brand-new Córdoba Mini II AcousticElectric Travel Guitar. (MSRP is $345.)

CLINTON COLLINS
national touring professional
artist is the featured performer.
Most featured performers
bring original folk or Americana
music and a stellar resume
including multiple albums and
performance experience on
some of the biggest stages and
folk festivals.
As a listening room, 3rd

CELIE HOLMES
Street Coffeehouse is a favorite
of performers and music lovers
who appreciate the focus on the
music instead of a background
for other activities.
The Coffeehouse is located
in the basement of the historic
Trinity United Methodist
Church and its entrance door
faces Mountain Avenue.

• Two All-Day / Any-Day Passes to
FloydFest 2019 with headliners
Kasey Musgrave, Lukas Nelson,
Brandi Carlile, Margo Price, and
others.
• One night stay at the King George
Inn B&B. (Courtesy of Lynn Hunt.)
• A guitar case. (Courtesy of Gary
Hunt).
• Mission BBQ gift basket.
• Two passes to the Grandin Theatre.
• Four General Admission tickets for
any Salem Red Sox home baseball
game.

TOP RAFFLE PRIZE:
Córdoba Mini II EB-CE
Acoustic / Electric Travel
Guitar
It’s the Mini II EB-CE —
Córdoba’s mini travel-size guitar,
with an extended 580mm (22 7/8”)
scale length so it tunes perfectly to
Standard E. Despite its small profile, the
Mini II creates a well-rounded tone that
is close to a full-size nylon-string guitar.
Built with a solid spruce top and striped
ebony back and sides, the Mini II EB-CE
is resonant with a clear, defined tone. Its
cutaway allows access to the uppermost
frets with ease and comes with a Córdoba
pickup and an on-board tuner.

12 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | MARCH 2019

• Two tickets to Virginia Tech vs. UVA
baseball game on 5/8/19.
• John Prine CDs and T-Shirt(s) from
Oh Boy Records.
• A pair of tickets to see Jimi Hendrix
Tribute Band War Chile with special
guests at the Harvester on Saturday,
April 27 at 8:00 p.m.
• Two $25 gift cards from Star City Tire
and Battery.
• $50 in $5 coupons from New York
Pizza in Vinton VA.
• Lots more stuff expected. (Gift
cards / gift certificates from local
businesses, etc.)

The Panini Brothers Band. Front, from left, Ken Hitchcock, Sue Halloran, Larry Sakayama, and Mike DeGiorgi. Rear
from left, Scott Thomas, Chip Conway, and Mark Earnhardt.

Panini Brothers gear up for May 3 show

The Panini Brothers (with
SVSAers Larry Sakayama
and Mike DeGiorgi) will be
performing a show on May 3 for
the Smith Mountain Arts Council.
Joining the band for the first
time will be Sue Halloran and Ken
Hitchcock. Sue sings with “String
of Pearls,” an NYC-based trio

reminiscent of a cross between
The Manhattan Transfer and The
Andrew Sisters. She’ll be singing
several of our original songs (some
as duets) and the band will be
backing her on a couple of covers.
Ken has played sax for Steely
Dan, Eric Clapton, Michael
Jackson, Frank Sinatra ... and a
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host of other greats. Sakayama
says, “We gotta be on our toes with
these two pros!”
Sakayama also says that
rehearsals have been a blast, as
the main focus has been getting
comfortable with the new dynamic.
Directions, more details, and
ticket info will be forthcoming.

Shenandoah Valley native
auditions for American Idol
SaraJane McDonald, who graduated from
Rockbridge County High School in Lexington
in 2017 and is now a sophomore at Belmont
University in Nashville TN, auditioned for Season
2 of ABC’s American Idol. Her audition took place
in Coeur d’Alene ID. Her segment was filmed but
will not appear on the show. At right, SVSAer Greg
Trafidlo shares the stage in October 2016 with
McDonald during a songwriters’ night at The Palms
in Lexington VA. Marc Baskind and former SVSAer
Barb Martin have also performed with McDonald at
the venue.

SVSA Performing Members’
Upcoming Gigs
DAVID SIMPKINS
Mar 29, SVSA Showcase In The Round with Mike
Franke, Greg Trafidlo, Marc Baskind, Dennis &
Evelyn Danner, Celie Holmes, Bill Stanton, and
Jimmie Landry. 7:30-10:00 p.m, 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA

GREG TRAFIDLO
Mar 29, SVSA Showcase In The Round with Mike Franke,
David Simpkins, Marc Baskind, Dennis & Evelyn
Danner, Celie Holmes, Bill Stanton, and Jimmie
Landry. 7:30-10:00 p.m, 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA

Bluegrass heaven
Here’s SVSAer Greg Trafidlo in the mid-1980s
flanked by bluegrass legends Mac Wiseman (left) and
“Uncle“ Josh Graves (right). Graves passed away in
2006 and Wiseman on February 24, at age 93. Both
are Bluegrass Hall of Fame members and played in the
original Flatt and Scruggs band, The Foggy Mountain
Boys, in the 1950s. Greg met the two icons when he
was playing mandolin and singing tenor with the Bass
Mountain Boys. The BMB had just finished backing both
of them up on stage at the band’s annual festival.
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Apr 27, Little Carnegie of the South with Trifolkal. Macon
GA

ASPEN BLACK
Mar 25-28, Humanities Program, Coffeyville KS
Mar 29, Arkansas City Library, concert, 7:00 p.m.,
Arkansas City, KS
Mar 30, Derby Library, concert, 7:00 p.m., Derby KS

ALICE BLACK
May 10, 3rd Street Coffeehouse opening act, 7:30-8:00
p.m, 305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA
May 17-18, Milo Holt Western Festival, Siler City NC

SVSAer Jimmie Landry performed with the Bob Peckman Jazz Band in Roanoke VA on March 13. Jimmie will also be
performing at the upcoming SVSA Showcase on Friday, March 29 at the 3rd Street Coffeehouse, also in Roanoke.

Build an Event! youth presenter workshop offered

Build an Event! – a youth
presenter workshop – will be held Sat.
Apr. 6 from 10:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at
the Southwest Virginia Cultural Center
& Marketplace in Abingdon VA.
Build an Event! is for Southwest
Virginia high school and college-age
students between the ages of 13
and 22 to develop festival and event
management skills. Age 23 and older
may apply and will be selected if space
is available.
The workshop is offered at no
cost, and participants ages 13-22

will receive a $25 honorarium upon
completion. Applicants must submit
an essay of 200 words or less outlining
their personal experience and telling
why they would like to participate.
Applicants should include workshop
title and their name; age; school (if
applicable); mailing address; e-mail
address; and telephone number at
the top of the essay. Essays should be
e-mailed to admin@thecrookedroad.
org, or mailed by USPS to The
Crooked Road, One Heartwood
Circle, Abingdon VA 24210.
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The workshop will explore event
conceptualization & marketing,
programming (booking, artist relations,
and contracting), event logistics
(event and festival management), and
concert production (sound, recording,
and lighting). Presenters include
representatives from premier festivals,
institutions, and events.
Space is limited. For questions or
for more information, please contact
Jonathan Romeo, The Crooked Road’s
Program Manager, at 276.492.2409 or
jromeo@thecrookedroad.org.

VHCC songwriting contest
benefits Great Expectations
This year’s songwriting contest at the Richard Leigh
Songwriters Festival benefits a special program sponsored
by the Va Highlands Community College that will
provide education and training for kids coming out of the
Virginia foster care system.
Facts and figures regarding the Great Expectations
program can be seen in the image below.
SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi plans to speak with
Terry Bailey (the development director) about ways SVSA
can help. DeGiorgi says members can show support by
entering the songwriting contest outlined on the next page.

SVSAer Alice Black continues to get radio airplay on
western and pure country stations all across the country
as well as in Europe. Her first studio-recorded CD single
is her original song, The Town Of Bodie.

SVSAer Egan Green rocks the Floyd Country Store
Americana Afternoons last September.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Tao from the Mountain — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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“What would happen if Bob
Dylan went on ‘American
Idol’ right now? He’d be
booed off the stage!”
~ Brian Setzer

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.
“When musicians play a difficult
passage they screw up their faces
and tense their bodies because
they’re terrified. You need to
teach your body that the fear is
misplaced and that the passage is
nothing to be afraid of.”
~ Fareed Haque

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

