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Songwriting is ...

... pretty much anything you want it to be
by David Simpkins

Songwriting can be
overwhelming – and yet
experienced songwriters will be
the first to say that it’s more than
a hobby, that it’s a calling; that it’s
extraordinarily fulfilling once the
process is complete; that it’s an art
form; that it requires knowledge,
dedication, patience, talent, skill,
perseverance, and nigh-obsession;
and that – above all else – it’s fun.
And I completely agree. With
all of it. I might even add a few
descriptors of my own: Songwriting
is competitive; it’s frustrating; it’s
worrisome; it’s irritating; it’s scary;
and it’s oh-so-rewarding.
Hmmm. Maybe I’d better
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explain myself so as not to
discourage anyone who might want
to give songwriting a try.
First off, songwriting is
competitive. Yep. But exactly who is
the competition? Other songwriters?
Not necessarily. I’ve heard it said
a million times: After all, music
is not a competition. I believe that
firmly; how do you judge one
song as better than another when
the judging factors are so wildly
disperate? Is a great blues song
better than a great bluegrass song?
Is a great polka worse than a great
Irish ballad? And, to complicate
things, if judges are human (and
most of them are) then they are
See Feature Article, page 2
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7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.
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subject to human foibles – you
don’t feel, look, think, or hear the
same every day. What cranked
you up yesterday drags you down
today. There’s no accounting for
it but that’s the way things are.
So how do you judge a song from
one day to the next?
I’m realizing that I could
go on about the subject of
competition for the rest of my
allotted space so I’d better back
up. Music can be a competition
when the competition is internal.
Maybe calling it a “challenge”
makes it more palatable. A
songwriter can challenge his or
herself to write a better song
than the last one. You wanna
win? You got what it takes? Then
whoop up on yourself !
Songwriting is frustrating.
Sure it is. You just came up
with a terrific opening line
and suddenly you’re certain
that you’ve heard it in another
song before. Or maybe you just
worked out a monster pre-chorus
for your pop song and you
realize that it’ll push your song
into the six-minute range, way
too long for the pop market.
Frustrating? You bet!
Songwriting is worrisome.
Let’s say you’ve always been a

Continued from page 1

prolific songwriter and suddenly
nothing you put together sounds
even remotely worthwhile.
(Remember, you’re competing
against yourself.) Or maybe you’ve
discovered a new inspiration and
you’re mainly attracted to this

Can you dig deeper
than you’ve ever
dared? Scary?
You know it is!
new wunderkind’s profound,
passionate, and downright poetic
lyrical content. And your stuff – all
of your stuff – sound like “moon /
June” in comparison. Worrisome?
That’s not even the half of it!
Songwriting is irritating. Well,
yeah – what isn’t? It doesn’t help
to have the perfect word – I mean
The. Perfect. Word – sitting right
there on the end of your tongue,
completely unwilling to make the
leap into the reality that you so
desperately need. Irritating? How
about finally dreaming that great
song that you knew was lurking in
your subconscious genius reservoir
and then finding that you’ve
managed to re-write the Beatles’
Ticket To Ride ... again?
Songwriting is scary. It’s not
Count Floyd scary, it’s not even
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Lugosi’s “Goot eeee-ven-ink ...”
scary – it’s “Klaatu, Barada, N- ...
uh ... wait, what was that word?”
scary. At least – for a little while
anyway – it ought to be. Are you
in your safety zone (again) or are
you in your politically correct
zone (again) or are you even in
your scary-but-actually-safe “my
spouse won’t like this one” zone
(again)? What if you take up Jim
Morrison’s challenge (there’s that
word again) to “break on through
to the other side?” Sometimes
the other side is too frightening
to incorporate into a song. Even
worse, sometimes the other
side turns out to be no different
from this side. But can you find
the strength and courage to dig
deeper than you’ve ever dared?
Scary? You know it is!
There you have it.
Songwriting is everything you
can imagine it to be. Whoops,
I left my last one out: It’s oh-so
rewarding. In oh-so many, many
ways. We may all be trying to be
the best songwriter ever and we
all know, deep in our hearts, that
we’ll never get there. But we can
still be the best songwriter that we
can personally be – and can there
be any better goal, any better
accomplishment than that?

SVSA Co-Writing Workshop a success

Thirteen SVSA
members and two
members of the
general public attended
an SVSA-sponsored
free workshop on

co-writing on Saturday,
May 18. The workshop
was held at 3rd Street
Coffeehouse in Roanoke
VA.
Although parts of the

workshop were facilitated
by SVSA members Mike
DeGiorgi, Mike Franke,
and Greg Trafidlo, most
of it involved a lot of
partner participation and

group involvement.
Below is SVSA
Treasurer Mike
Franke’s take on the
workshop.

A learning experience for all involved
by Mike Franke
At 1:00 p.m. on Saturday,
May 18, fifteen songwriters
embarked on a mutual experiment
in the basement of Trinity United
Methodist Church in Roanoke
(a.k.a. 3rd Street Coffeehouse).
The group included mostly
SVSA members, with a couple
of brave newcomers, whom we
thank sincerely. The idea of the
workshop was hatched by Bob
Schmucker, and brought to life
by Mike DeGiorgi. Our sincere
thanks to them both, to Greg
Trafidlo who provided much of
the scholastic material, and to
all who were brave enough to
participate.

As
with all
experiments,
success
does not
necessarily
mean the
achievement
of a
predefined
outcome. Success, in its most basic
form, is defined by discovery. Did
things go as planned? Mostly. Was
everyone happy with the outcome.
Most, but not all. Did some good
songs get written, or at least
started? Yes, some. Did everyone
learn something? Yes, we think
so. Would we do things differently
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next time? Maybe. Probably.
The event began with
introductions. There was a mix of
experience in the room — from
seasoned pros and semi-pros
to folks who had never written
a song or barely played an
instrument. People came for
different reasons. Some had little
or no expectations. Some wanted
to write a song. Some wanted to
find out more about the process,
or about themselves. Some (like
myself), were there to face fears.
Mike DeGiorgi led us in
a short ice-breaker exercise in
which we divided ourselves into
three groups and wrote down
See Co-Write, page 4
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Continued from page 3

some things that we did and did
not have in common. Finding
something that all five in a
random group have in common,
other than the most mundane and
boring, is more difficult than you
might think. One of my favorites
(though I’m not sure why) was
“We’ve all had surgery.” Finding
things that were unique seemed
easier. My favorite: “I’ve been shot
at.” Turns out Bob Schmucker
and I had that in common (we
were in different groups).
Then we randomly divided
the group into teams by choosing
names from a hat. We had
previously spent several board
meetings trying to decide on a
way to form teams, and there
simply didn’t seem to be one that
didn’t have a weakness. So we
went with random. Plus, at the
last minute we decided to go with
teams of three instead of pairs.
That piece was my idea, though
we had majority agreement. In
retrospect, maybe this was for
the better, maybe it wasn’t. We’ll
really never know.
Greg Trafidlo took us through
some short exercises to get us
in a creative mind set. We freeassociated based on a physical
prompt (an empty box of Hemp
Granola). We came up with a
melody based on the notes we
found in the letters of our name.
Stuff like that.
Thanks SO much to Bob
and Denise Schmucker for
offering the Coffeehouse/
Church, and to the Church
elders for allowing it. It
worked out perfectly.

“We free-associated based on a physical
prompt – an empty box of Hemp Granola.”
Then each team chose a
random set of prompts — little
slips of paper from buckets
labeled “mood,” “title,” “chords,”
and so on. We split up in teams,
spread out throughout the church,
and wrote — or tried to.
I think it’s fair to say that
the experiences were varied. For
the record, we never needed the
police, no restraining orders were
issued, and there were no serious
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injuries.
Some groups just didn’t gel.
Whether this was because of
personalities, disparate experience
levels, or a horrible set of prompts
(“angry polka?!) — who knows?
But some groups did gel.
Personally, I was in a group
with Josh Jones and Jeff Smith
— and we were a great fit. As
it turns out, we’re all engineers
See Co-Write, page 5
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Continued from page 4

“For the record, we never needed the
police, no restraining orders were issued,
and there were no serious injuries.”
and tech geeks to some extent.
Engineers are not generally
known for their people skills, but
it’s always been my experience
that they’re pretty good at
collaborating.
I didn’t know Jeff ’s writing
style, but we had a good laugh
as I recounted my frustrating
experience earlier in the evening
when he simply started blurting
out the first thing in his head
regarding the Hemp Granola
exercise. I knew Josh’s style. I
think they both knew mine.
We had chosen a chord
progression (Gm, A7, Dm, Bb,
A7, Dm). I don’t recall all of our
prompts because we threw most
of them away, but the theme
became “you can’t get there from
here.” The mood was supposed to
be “sad” and I think the title was
supposed to be “Hard Scrabble
Blues.”
I played the chord progression
— which was outside my comfort
zone. We all agreed it wasn’t a
Blues. We tried Reggae, which
worked musically but not with
the other prompts. Then Josh
suggested a Django Reinhardt

type of blues, which stuck.
We scatted some lyrics
together, ending with “you can’t
get there from here.” Then we had
to decide if we were writing the
verse or the chorus. Had I done
this alone, it would have been a
verse, and the tag line would have
opened the story. Instead, for the
sake of the exercise, we decided
that we had written a chorus, and
so the tag line instead became a
focal point.
Then, Josh and I just
organically started batting musical
ideas back and forth to come
up with a verse. (I had no idea
the Josh could noodle so well!) I
really appreciated all Josh’s ideas
— I learned a lot.
In the meantime, the smile
on Jeff ’s face grew as he started
writing lyrics to the music we
were generating in parallel — even
as we tossed him the occasional
lyrical bone. Quite a skill, that. By
the time we had what we felt was
a passable verse and chorus, Jeff
had lyrics.
We batted those ideas around
and made some changes. Pretty
significant ones, actually. By the
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end of the exercise, we had a
pretty darned good verse, chorus,
verse.
We completed the evening
by reconvening the entire group
and sharing our experiences,
and our songs — the good, the
bad, and the ugly <cue musical
theme>. Greg also presented
a short informational pitch on
“songwriter agreements.”
All in all, I would call the a
success from the perspective of the
club, though clearly not everyone
had the fun experience that I did.
I would like to do this again, and
find a way to partner up so that
everyone is happy.
Since we’re all tech geeks,
Josh, Jeff, and I are going to try to
collaborate some more to produce
a recording for the next meeting,
using GarageBand and DropBox,
probably.
By the way, I mentioned at
the outset that my personal goal
was to face fears. I was referring
to fears about looking stupid in
front of other people. Did I face
my fears? I can’t remember. I was
having too much fun!

Meeting Notes
Sixteen members attended our
April meeting.
President Mike DeGiorgi
congratulated the group for its
outstanding response to the
upcoming Richard Leigh song
contest.
DeGiorgi also praised the
efforts of the participants in the
latest SVSA Showcase held at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse on March 29.
Plans for the SVSA holiday CD
have been pushed forward to next
year. In the meantime, workshops

are planned to acquaint members
with the various elements of
studio recording and CD creation.
Members will receive an email
containing a rough plan of action
and a participation survey.
Greg Trafidlo announced that
there were still a few spots open for
the SVSA Co-Writing Workshop
scheduled for May 18. The general
public will be invited to participate
if the spots are not filled by SVSA
members.
SVSA Secretary David

Simpkins brought a box of extra
CDs from his collection and gave
them out free to members. He
promised to bring another box of
freebies to the May meeting.
Charlie Divers offered a
songwriting challenge to write a
song specifically constructed for
pitching to a professional recording
artist, living or dead, past or
present.
Five new original songs were
submitted for critique.
~ David Simpkins

Songwriting challenge
participants can win book
by Charlie Divers
At the April SVSA meeting there
was a song exercise proposed for the
May meeting.
The challenge is that if you could
choose one individual or group to
record one of your songs, who would
it be? It could be anyone from any time
period in history, living or dead. Then
write a song to pitch to that artist.
Even if the artists also write, we’ll pretend that they’ve
dried up and need songs. If they’re a current artist, then do
some research, not only on their music, but also on their life.
See if there’s anything going on that would encourage or
discourage them to record songs about certain subject matter.
The aim behind this is to get people to write in ways that
they haven’t before and to give the writer a “voice.” You’re
going to write something the artist would say, not necessarily
what you’d say – although those ideas could intersect.
As an added incentive, everyone who takes up the
challenge will be entered for a drawing to win the book
“Song Building: How to Write Better Songs Faster,” a recent
book from SongTown co-founder Marty Dodson. It has a lot
of great tips and instruction. For more info, see songtown.
com/7-books-every-songwriter-should-read.
As my entry, I’m thinking of writing a duet for Pat
Boone and Keith Richards.
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Britt Mistele was the opener for the
Reckless Saints last August at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA.
(Photo by Bob Schmucker.)

Lutes from the 1600s to a Rickenbacker from the 1960s — the Musée de la Musique has it all. (Photos by Judy Larson.)

Paris museum houses a treasury of musical instruments
Judy Larson and her husband,
SVSAer Greg Trafidlo, recently
visited The Cité de la Musique
(“City of Music”), also known as
Philharmonie 2. The “city” is a
group of institutions dedicated to
music and located in Paris, France.
Having opened in 1995, the
Philharmonie 2 consists of an
amphitheater, a concert hall that
can accommodate an audience
of 800–1000, a music museum
containing an important collection
of classical music instruments
dating mainly from the 15th to
the 20th century, a music library,
exhibition halls, and workshops.

The music museum section is
appropriately called the Musée de
la Musique. It features a collection
of over 8000 items, including
nearly 4500 musical instruments
which have been collected by the
Conservatoire de Paris since 1793
as well as archives and a library of
110,000 written and audiovisual
documents.
The museum’s collection,
which opened to the public in
1864 and was relocated at the Cité
de la Musique in 1997, contains
instruments used in classical
and popular music from the 16th
century to the present time.
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Visitors may view lutes,
archlutes, nearly 200 classical
guitars, Italian violins by Antonio
Stradivari, French and Flemish
harpsichords, pianos by French
piano-makers, saxophones by
Adolph Sax, and much more.
The instruments are exhibited
in five departments by period
and by type. Audio devices are
provided at the entrance allowing
visitors to hear commentary and
excerpts of music played on the
instruments, complemented by
video screens and scale models
along the visit.

Greg Trafidlo among the wild mandolins of Paris.
(Photo by Judy Larson.)
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SVSA well represented
in regional song contest
A whole bunch of SVSA members
entered this year’s Richard Leigh
Songwriting Contest and four members
have advanced to the final competition
in Abingdon VA on May 24.
Celie Holmes, Ashley Lucas, Greg
Trafidlo, and Mike DeGiorgi are each
making the trek and will perform for
the judges. Holmes and Trafidlo will
compete in the folk category and Lucas
and DeGiorgi will vie for top spot in the
pop/rock category.
The annual Richard Leigh
Songwriters Festival is held at Virginia
Highlands Community College in
Abingdon VA This

year, a group of Nashville’s leading
songwriters will gather on the VHCC
campus on Memorial Day weekend
to perform their original works and to
celebrate the region’s up-and-coming
songwriting talents.
Grammy Award Winner Richard
Leigh will headline the festival and
will be joined by Tony Arata, Even
Stevens, and Jim McBride for an
evening performance on Saturday, May
25, at the Southwest Virginia Higher
Education Center.
All proceeds from the festival will
benefit Great
Expectations, a program
dedicated to helping
foster youth in our
region reach their
educational and career
goals.
At left is the
advertisement
designed by SVSA
secretary David
Simpkins that
appeared in the
2019 Richard Leigh
Festival’s official
program.

CELIE HOLMES

GREG TRAFIDLO

ASHLEY LUCAS

MIKE DeGIORGI
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-Sides
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

Club Havoc
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
Dogtown Roadhouse
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music
starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30,
sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m.
PA and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
5 Points Music Sanctuary
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge.
Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
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Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
GINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Ginas-Food-withFlavor/435558020265249
4145 B W Main St Salem VA
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by
McFadden and Holmes. Performers
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at
Gina’s.
Good Times Tavern
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
Gospel Café
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
The Mill Iron Grill
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight

More Open Mic
listings on page 11

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 10
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
Mulligan’s
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.

RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.

Ober Brewing Company
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.

Roanoke Diversity Center
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing
a song, read a poem, sing karaoke,
or just enjoy. No cover. Snacks
provided. Small PA, two guitars,
keyboard available – or bring your
own instruments (no drums but
smaller percussion instruments
allowed).

Parkway Brewery
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.

THE Q OPEN MiC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.

Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.

RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.

SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
SPIKE’S GRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming
community of musicians from first
timers to old timers. Come out to
listen, come out to play, come out to
show support for local music.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY &
SIDE STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.
com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
Sycamore Deli
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam.
Wednesdays 7-9:00 p.m. Open to
anyone playing Old-Time style.
3rd street coffeehouse
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

SVSA
MEMBER
SPOTLIGHT
by Bob Schmucker

Young singer-songwriter
(and, believe it or not, long-time
SVSA member) Alice Black made
her debut as an opener on the
McConnell-Walker stage at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke
VA on May 11 – and it was one of
those nights that you can picture
as an early chapter in the book
or movie that is sure to come
somewhere down the road.
Playing to the hometown
crowd can be intimidating for
seasoned pros, but Alice took it all
in stride and made a lot of folks
very proud as she worked through
her set of ’70s covers and original
songs – like her recent CD-single
release The Town of Bodie – with
confidence and style.
Backed by seasoned pros
Kerry Grombacher and mom
Aspen Black, the music was tight
and the applause after each song
showed the audience was into it.
One can’t help but wonder if
this is what it might have been
like to see a young Joni Mitchell
take the stage. With Alice’s long
flowing dress and blond tresses, it
was easy to make that connection.
Alice has the potential to someday
reach those heights if she chooses.

ALICE BLACK
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LOTL opec mic competition now underway
by Bob Schmucker
I will be participating in the
7th Annual Lyrics on the Lake
Open Mic competition again
this year. This is a fund-raiser for
the Children’s Miracle Network
of Central and Southwest VA,
and is dedicated to the memory
of Kristine Williamson, who
lived near the lake.
I worked closely with
Kristine for 12 years and she
was one of the kindest and
most giving persons I’ve ever
met. Her untimely and tragic
death in a 2015 car accident left
a big hole in our lives, but her
memory lives on through this
fund-raiser. My song Angel’s
In Disguise was based on her
life and sung at her memorial
service.
Last year, I won one of
the weekly competitions, but

was unable to attend the finals
as I was out of state. I invite
you and others to join me this
year as we make some music,
raise money for a good cause,
and remember a good friend,
Kristine Williamson.
For more info, check out
https://www.lyricsonthelake.
com/open-mic
In 2012, Lyrics On The Lake
began as a lakeside fund-raising
pool party. In 2013, the first
Lyrics On the Lake Songwriters

Festival was born.
Six years later, LOTL – still
a free festival – has become
the largest songwriters festival
on the East Coast. In 2016,
the festival hosted over 50
songwriters at 10 venues over
five days.
This year, LOTL will be
donating to The Musicpreneur
Storehouse as well as to the
Central and Southwest Virginia
Children’s Miracle Network
Hospitals.

SVSA members May 2019
Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
Clay Blevins
Steve Clark
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke

Jerry Gilmore
Eric Mosley
Egan Green
Jake Orzalli
Mary Gordon Hall
Mollye Otis
Dale Hamilton
Charles (Jack) Page
George Harris
Mike Pearrell
Larry Helms
Russ Pennavaria
Dan Hildebrand
Larry Sakayama
Celie Holmes
Bob Schmucker
Matt Horner
Denise Schmucker
Josh Jones
David Simpkins
Jimmie Landry
Jeff Smith
Ashley Lucas
Bill Stanton
Liz McAuley
Greg Trafidlo
Britt Mistele
Randolph Walker
Paul Morrissey
Tony Wegmann
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)
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SVSA member David Barudin performs at a
local open mic last month.

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch
for sale, and hang out with folks
who share your interests. The next
“Third Thursdays at Third Street all
Open Mic” will be on June 20. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
June 6.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

DATE FEATURE ACT.......................... OPENING ACT
May 24
May 31
Jun 06
Jun 07
Jun 14
Jun 20
Jun 21
Jun 28
Jul 04
Jul 05
Jul 12

The Entwined................................Mike Franke
KT Vandyke.......................................Birdsong @ Morning (tent.)
1st Thurs Guitar Pull/Song Circle.......Jim Page
Ron Fetner........................................Betsy Biesenbach
Caleb Ryan Martin............................Egan Green
3rd Thursday All Open Mike..............Aspen & Alice Black
Davis Bradley Duo.............................Bob Schmucker
Shawn Byrne....................................Mike Pearrell
1st Thurs Guitar Pull Song Circle.......Jim Page
Kristin Rebecca.................................TBA
SVSA Showcase..............................no opener

SVSAer Egan Green
gets deep at an SVSA
Showcase held at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

Next SVSA
Showcase will
be July 12
The next SVSA Songwriters
Showcase is planned for July 12 at
3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke
VA.
As always, a diverse lineup of
women, men, genres, old timers,
and newcomers would be ideal for
the gig.
The show will consist of two
sets of four performers each.
Each group of four will alternate
songs until each performer has
played three original tunes. It’s
a songwriters showcase ... so no
covers, please.
Email Mike DeGiorgi directly
if you are interested. The final lineup will be based on the best mix.
If there are more than eight people
interested, performers who didn’t
play in the last couple of showcases
will top consideration.
If you have additional
questions, please reach out to either
Ashley Lucas or Mike DeGiorgi
and they’ll try to answer as soon as
possible.

Left to right: American geneticist and director of the National Institutes of
Health Francis Collins, Greg Trafidlo, and Laura Pole performing at the NIH.

“Rock Star Of Science” does recent podcast
on the importance of collaboration, more
The Boston-based “Above
The Basement” podcast recently
sat down with Dr. Francis Collins
to talk about scientific surprises
and musical exploration, about
the importance of collaboration
and listening, and about how
music, family and spirituality
seem to travel in similar circles.
Hosted by Chuck Clough
and Ronnie Hirschberg, “Above
The Basement” features casual
and candid discussions with
musicians, artists, producers, and
others.
National Institutes of
Health Director Dr. Francis
Collins was instrumental in the

identification of multiple genes
for hereditary disease including
cystic fibrosis, Huntington’s and
neurofibromatosis.
He led the Human Genome
Project in the 1990s that resulted
in the mapping of the entire
human genome sequence in 2003.
In 2009 he was nominated by
President Obama to be Director
of the National Institutes
of Health, with unanimous
confirmation by the Senate.
Since that time, he has boosted
research efforts in Alzheimer’s
disease, innovative brain science,
set the stage for precision
medicine, and many other areas.

Texas country music
songwriting contest
deadline is August 5
Entries are now being
accepted for the Texas Troubadour
Songwriter Classic. Entries
should be submitted to the
following locations: online at
BosqueArtsCenter.org or by
mail to Bosque Arts Center. P.O.
Box 373, Clifton TX 76634. Entry
guidelines are available online;
email questions to Music@
BosqueArtsCenter.org.
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
GREG TRAFIDLO
May 22, S.A.W. Songwriting Showcase Evenings with
Marc Baskind. Cafe Monmartre, Lake Anne, Reston VA
May 24, Richard Leigh Songwriting Contest. Performing
in the Folk Category. Abingdon VA
June 15, Tea And Jam Café, an Evening of Americana with

Ashley Lucas, Celie Holmes, and
Wendy Neuman chillin’ at the Girls
Rock Roanoke’s annual spring
fundraiser held April 21 at Soaring
Ridge Craft Brewers in Roanoke VA.
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David Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt Mistele, 7:30
p.m.-close, Blacksburg VA

DAVID SIMPKINS
June 15, Tea And Jam Café, an Evening of Americana
with the KGB: Greg Trafidlo, Kathy Acosta, and Britt
Mistele, 7:30 p.m.-close, Blacksburg VA

SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

tao from the
mountain

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Tao from the Mountain — Tight

harmonies, warmth, and witty songwriting
from Laura Pole, Greg Trafidlo & Neal Phillips.

Josh Jones
Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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“You’re a local band until
you get a record contract,
then all of a sudden
Bruce Springsteen is your
competition.”
~ Sammy Llanas, The Bodeans

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“There would be no
new school without
the old school.”
~ Vivian Scott, Epic Records

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

