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Lessons learned

The Richard Leigh Songwriting Contest
by Mike DeGiorgi

MIKE DeGIORGI
DUE S BE D U E B E
D UE BE D U E
Pay at a meeting, pay
on our website, or mail
$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153

I’m still coming down from
the songwriting contest weekend
in Abingdon VA on May 24-26.
Hanging out with Celie Holmes,
Greg Trafidlo and their spouses
Wendy and Judy was tons of fun.
Bob Schmucker came to support
us and Alice Black performed her
winning song from last year. That
was more icing on the cake.
Performing at the Southwest
Virginia Cultural Center was tons
of fun. The fact that all four of
us in the finals (Ashley Lucas
couldn’t make the trip) won some
songwriting recognition was also
tons of fun.
The weekend festival
The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WedNESDAY JUNE 26
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

culminated in an awards ceremony
and concert on Saturday. I didn’t
know what to expect. To tell you
the truth, before I entered the
contest, I had never even heard of
Richard Leigh. When I was told
that he wrote Don’t It Make Your
Brown Eyes Blue, I thought, “well
that’s a nice tune.” So, here he
was in person, with three of his
Nashville buddies: Tony Arata, Jim
McBride, and Even Stevens (that’s
not a typo, that’s his name). I’d
never heard of those guys either!
Then they started playing ...
and talking ... in the round – just
like we do. After about a half
hour I turned to my wife Kay and

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

See Feature Article, page 2
provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.
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There was quite an audience for the performance
segment of the recent Richard Leigh Songwriting
Festival in Abingdon VA. Four SVSA members
placed in the contest. (Photo by Bob Schmucker.)

whispered, “This is like being
Even Stevens is an imp. Playful,
Cayman Islands. It was a funny
in a graduate degree program in
irreverent, and catchy, his songs
tune about an older gentleman
songwriting.”
reflected those qualities. I Love
he observed on the beach, who
A Rainy Night, Driving My Life
These guys couldn’t have
was wearing a Speedo bathing
Away, When You’re In Love With A
been more different from each
suit. It had all the appropriate
Beautiful Woman ... He seemed to
other. Richard Leigh reminds me
(or inappropriate) references you
have the most crossover appeal of
of a Shakespearean character.
would expect! It was fun to see a
His life history (raised
guy who took his craft
As I was driving home
in the Virginia Foster
so seriously, but remains
I
was
once
again
reminded
Care system), literacy,
playful and cool about
and song structure that songwriting is not the it all. What did I learn
combine to create what solitary activity it’s often from him? A simple,
he describes as “three
steady groove matters.
stereotyped
to
be.
minute miracles.” The
Fun matters.
the four. His stories had a consistent
melodic structure of Don’t it
Jim McBride was a guy that
Make Your Brown Eyes Blue is so
theme of “don’t ever stop writing.”
any of us at SVSA could relate to.
textured and his delivery is so
Never pass up an opportunity
He was a blue collar worker who
believable! Each song he played
to capture a song. In one of the
wrote songs as a hobby. I suspect
was like that. Of the four players,
evenings funnier moments, he
every guitar player in SVSA is a
I wanted to emulate his writing
pulled out his phone and played a
better musician than he is. He’s
See Feature Article, page 3
the most.
song he wrote on the beach in the
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down to earth and humble, but
seems to have an uncanny sense
of what country music audiences
like. He wrote Chatahoochie, along
with a bunch of other songs for
Alan Jackson, all hits. I liked
his music the least, but his story
of tenacity and risk taking was
inspiring. He’s the guy you listen
to and think, “Well, if he can do
it, I oughta be able to as well.”
Finally, Tony Arata. He’s
dignified and erudite, but also

Continued from page 2

humble and accessible. His songs
seemed pretty complex and crossed
into several genres. He wrote The
Dance, which turned into a huge hit
for his friend, Garth Brooks. Arata
seemed to be the most complete
package of musician/vocalist/
songwriter. His personality attracts.
Of the four players, he was the guy
I most wanted to be friends with. I
suspect that quality has served him
well as a songwriter.
As I was driving home I

was once again reminded that
songwriting is not the solitary
activity it’s often stereotyped to
be. Each of these guys co-write.
They are networkers and don’t
forget their friends. They are out
amongst the public, still playing
small clubs, festivals, conducting
workshops, and just hanging out.
They stay busy writing, but seem
to play hard, too.
I gotta get serious about this
stuff!

Photos by Bob Schmucker

GREG TRAFIDLO

ALICE BLACK
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CELIE HOLMES
MIKE DeGIORGI

4 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | JUNE 2019

Skip Brown, top left, experienced owner and operator
of his own recording studio located in the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke VA, gave SVSA members a thorough explanation
of the recording process . (Photo by Mike Franke.)

SVSA members learn about the studio
by Mike DeGiorgi

On May 29,
15 SVSA members
gathered on a rainy
evening at Skip Brown’s
recording studio at the
Jefferson Center in
Roanoke VA.
Brown’s workshop
was designed to give
an overview of the

recording process, and
as preparation for our
upcoming Holiday CD
project. Skip delivered on
that. The workshop was
informative and engaging.
It was also unexpectedly
provocative.
Skip challenged
participants to think about
how to approach the

To add to David Simpkins’
front-page Feature Article
on songwriting in the May
newsletter, Greg Trafidlo submits
the following:

Sage Advice!
At breakfast during the
recent Richard Leigh Songwriting
Contest, I had the good fortune
of spending time with Grammy-

recording and distribution
of their music. He shared
a lot of insights on
marketing through social
media and YouTube. He
also talked at length about
sound quality and how
streaming services have
greatly reduced the sound
quality of the listening
experience.

nominated songwriter Tony Arata,
who wrote Garth Brooks’ biggest
hit, The Dance.
Tony told me about how scared
he was to move to Nashville back in
the 1980s. He was not sure if it was
the right move.
Soon afterward, he attended
his first Nashville songwriting
seminar. One presenter got up to
give his spiel and simply said, “Write
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Unfortunately, I
had to leave at 10 p.m.,
missing Skip playing
one of his most prized
possessions, a copy
of the studio tape
from The Beatles last
recording session!
The time was well
spent. Thanks to all
who came out.

something you can be proud of”
and then sat down again!
And that’s all Tony needed
to hear to know that he had
made the right decision. The
songwriter, who was to become
his good friend, was Dave
Loggins.
We can all benefit from that
advice no matter where we are
in our songwriting evolution.

Long-time SVSA
member Mickey Nelson
has played at Roanoke
VA’s Festival In The Park
more times than any
other musician. This
year, Mickey performed
on the Main Stage
with Valerie McQueen
on May 26. Here he is
performing a television
promotional segment
on WFXR Fox 27 News
Living Local.

Meeting Notes
Fifteen members attended our
May meeting.
President Mike DeGiorgi
announced that Dan Hildebrand
would be coordinating the next
SVSA showcase to be held at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke
on Friday, July 12. As usual, eight
SVSA members will perform
two rounds. More info will be
forthcoming.
DeGiorgi also noted that there
has been quite a bit of input and
interest in plans for the upcoming

holiday CD. There were lots of
responses to the recent email
survey and interest was high in the
upcoming May 29 workshop at
Skip Brown’s recording studio at
the Jefferson Center.
Shawn Byrne, a performing
songwriter schedule to headline
3rd Street Coffeehouse on June 28,
will visit the SVSA’s next meeting
to answer questions and perform a
song or two.
SVSA Secretary David
Simpkins brought another box of

extra CDs from his collection and
gave them out free to members.
He plans to bring another box of
freebies to the June meeting.
Simpkins also won a drawing
for the book Song Building, offered
by Charlie Divers to a participant
in his challenge to write a new song
for any artist in history. Simpkins’
song, Find Somebody New, was
written for Buddy Holly.
Five new original songs were
submitted for critique.
~ David Simpkins

Lyricists can gain recognition
through upcoming contest
The Dallas Songwriters Lyric Contest
deadline is June 30 for the Spring 2019 contest.
Entry fee is $10.
Enter online at https://squareup.com/
store/dallas-songwriters-association
Email lyric to info@dallassongwriters.org
or by mail to:
Dallas Songwriters Lyric Contest,
Sammons Center For The Arts
3630 Harry Hines Blvd #20, Dallas TX 75219
Must be postmarked by June 30.
For more info, go to:
https://dallassongwriters.blogspot.
com/p/lyric-contest.html
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Dallas Songwriters Lyric Contest
deadline is June 30

OU
T
A
B
WI O &
TH UT
SV TH
SA E

Celie Holmes was the voice
of the big band sounds of the
Sway Katz at the Pine Tavern
in Floyd VA on June 15. (Photo
by Wendy Neuman.)
Our favorite cowgirls finish
up their last program
for the Anderson County
Library system in Anderson
SC. Alice and Aspen Black
are performing in the old
Carnegie Library building, first
opened in 1908.
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Show time at the Grand Ole
Opry viewed from the third from
the last row on the main floor.
(Photo by Bob Schmucker.)

Join the SVSA’s Bob Schmucker as he does

NASHVILLE IN A DAY
by Bob Schmucker

Last month, I planned a trip to
St. Louis and noted that Nashville
wasn’t too far off the path, so I
planned a little stopover to check it
out. A few days before departure,
the St. Louis leg of the trip fell off,
so Nashville became the focus.
I knew it was meant to be when
John Prine announced that he’d be
playing at the Grand Ole Opry the
night I’d be there. I couldn’t resist,
so I bought a ticket to see John and
hit the road on Memorial Day.
The drive from Roanoke to
Nashville wasn’t bad, especially
since I was in no real hurry. I
arrived at my hotel near the Opry

a bit before 6:00 p.m., checked in
and walked a half block to John
A’s restaurant, which features
live music, good food, and cold
beverages. It wasn’t crowded and
the lady singing was trying to
connect with the few of us that
were there. When she asked for
requests, I asked her to play an
original. She offered a somewhat
shaky version of one of her own
– obviously not on the set list.
She quickly went back to classic
country covers, which she did in
fine fashion.
After dinner, I walked the
mile over to the Opry. I was quite
surprised at how big the Opry
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complex is. It includes a huge fivestar resort property, the Opry itself,
and a large shopping mall. The
Opry was closed, but I was jazzed
to know I’d be there the next night.
When I awoke the next day,
I was pleasantly surprised to find
that the Central time zone gave
me an extra hour to plan the day.
The drive downtown was quick,
only 20 minutes or so. I parked
at the lot adjoining the public
library and it was an easy walk to
my first destination – the Ryman
auditorium.
The Ryman auditorium was
home to the Grand Ole Opry radio

See Nashville, page 8
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Continued from page 7

show from 1943 to 1974 and is
known as the “Mother Church of
Country Music.” It was closed for
several years but reopened around
1991. The story and history of the
building itself is just phenomenal –
far too broad to cover here, but you
can learn much of it on the tours.
The auditorium itself is a
jewel, part museum and all a grand
performance venue where many of
the greats of country music have
played. You really feel like you
are treading on sacred ground as
you take in the exhibits ranging
from celebrity-owned guitars and
performers’ stage wear. You can
also get your picture taken on stage
or record a song onsite.
The next stop was the Country
Music Hall of Fame. The building
is immense – it likely has its own
zip code. As I did at the Ryman,
I chose to do the self-guided
tour in order to spend a bit more
time with exhibits of interest and
quickly pass those that aren’t.
The first two major exhibits
were for Emmylou Harris and the
Judds (Naomi and Wynonna).
Both exhibits had the full
multimedia workup and plenty of
neat things to look at or listen to.
Each of those two exhibits could
have easily taken an hour to go
through, but they were just the
beginning.
In front of me lay hundreds
of other exhibits for nearly every
person who ever plucked a stringed
instruments. There are miles of
guitars, stage-wear costumes (most
of which I’d never be caught dead
in), cars, videos, plaques, and
on and on. It quickly all starts to
look the same. You could spend
a month in there and still not see

John A’s Restaurant. (Photos by Bob Schmucker.)

everything.
Next up was the Johnny Cash
Museum. While similar to the
Country Music HOF, this one was
much more personal and intimate
in nature. I really felt a deeper
appreciation for Cash’s many
contributions to our culture, far
beyond his music.
I first became aware of Johnny

Johnny Cash’s HOF plaque.
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Cash via his Folsom Prison album
back in 1968. Cash stood out
to me then and he stands taller
now, as the whole record of his
contributions is complete. Johnny
Cash was far more than a singersongwriter. He made movies,
wrote books, was a well-read and
respected theologian and, in spite
of faults in his younger days,
generally inspired a generation
of Americans to live up to higher
standards.
I left the Johnny Cash museum
around 2:00 p.m. and I turned the
corner onto the Broadway strip,
which is about a quarter mile of
wall-to-wall bars and honky tonks,
each blasting live music into the
street. The sidewalks were filled
with tourists, junkies, and the
homeless. It seemed to me to be a
pick-pocket’s dream – so I decided
to get out of there and over to
Music Row.
Home to record label offices,
radio stations, and recording
See Nashville, page 9
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Carter’s Vintage
Guitars. (Photo
by Bob Schmucker.)
studios, Music Row is at the heart
of Nashville’s country music
industry. Oh Boy Records, John
Prine’s label, sits across the street
from the historic RCA Studio B,
where Elvis Presley, Dolly Parton,
and other legends recorded hits.
With the office sign in front
confirming I had arrived, I
hoped to thank Prine’s staff for
helping 3rd Street Coffeehouse
with securing tickets for John’s
November show in Roanoke. The
only problem was that nobody
was home. So I called Eileen, their
director of marketing. She told me
they’d moved a few months before
and nobody had taken down the
sign. She also told me that John
would have a big announcement
that night at the Opry. She then
suggested that I go over to John’s
favorite restaurant (Arnold’s on
8th) and be sure to check out
Carter’s Vintage Guitars next door.

As I drove to Arnold’s, I was
sure I’d run into John and we’d
swap song ideas over meatloaf ...
but, alas, they had closed up about

Front entrance to the Grand Ole
Opry. (Photo by Bob Schmucker.)
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20 minutes before I got there.
Across the parking lot was
Carter’s Vintage Guitars, so
decided to stick my head in there. I
soon realized that Carter’s was not
your average guitar store. On the
sales floor were several hundred
guitars with price tags around
$4-5K each. They were literally on
the floor – and various folks were
picking them up and checking
them out. I was afraid of tripping
and knocking them all down like
dominos.
Behind the counters were
the more expensive guitars, like
$65K-and-up celebrity-owned and/
or rare guitars. They were all out
in the open, no huge bank vaults
or anything. If you are ever in
Nashville and you need to check
your salivary glands, stop by
Carter’s. Or check them out on the
web at https://cartervintage.com/.
It came time to head back to
See Nashville, page 10

John Prine’s
HOF exhibit.
(Photo by Bob
Schmucker.)
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Continued from page 9

the Opry. The Opry is an impressive place and quite
an experience. The Grand Ole Opry is broadcast live;
there is an announcer and multiple performers, along
with breaks and commercials.
That night, I got to see Sturgill Simpson, John
Prine, Dustin Lynch, Kelsey Waldron, and Striking
Matches. The sound for each was excellent, even
though I was in the third to last row on the main floor.
There are large video screens above the stage and on
the sides, so you have a great view no matter where you
are sitting.
The highlight for me was John Prine introducing
Kelsey Waldron, the newest artist on the Oh Boy label.
John’s enthusiasm and pride was both obvious and
contagious and it felt like a really big deal to be a part
of it. It was like the cherry on top of the whole day for
me and I likely will remember it for a long time.

John Prine on the big
screen at the Grand
Ole Opry. (Photo
by Bob Schmucker.)
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-Sides
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

Club Havoc
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
Dogtown Roadhouse
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music starts
at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30, signups for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA
and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
5 Points Music Sanctuary
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. OldTime music 1:30-3:30 p.m. Bluegrass
jam 4-5:30 p.m.
THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
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GINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Ginas-Food-withFlavor/435558020265249
4145 B W Main St Salem VA
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by
McFadden and Holmes. Performers
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at
Gina’s.
Good Times Tavern
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
Gospel Café
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.
The Mill Iron Grill
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.

More Open Mic
listings on page 12

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 11
Mulligan’s
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.
Ober Brewing Company
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
Parkway Brewery
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MiC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your
instrument, your open ears, and your
tapping toes. Tips encouraged for
musicians, no cover.
RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/

103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.
Roanoke Diversity Center
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a
song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided.
Small PA, two guitars, keyboard
available – or bring your own
instruments (no drums but smaller
percussion instruments allowed).
ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SCHOONERS
www.schoonersbar.org
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.563.4956
Tuesdays 8-11:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument. Hosted by Tim Rowlett.
Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
SPIKE’S GRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming
community of musicians from first
timers to old timers. Come out to
listen, come out to play, come out to
show support for local music.
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STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY & SIDE
STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
Sycamore Deli
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam. Wednesdays
7-9:00 p.m. Open to anyone playing
Old-Time style.
3rd street coffeehouse
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ the Napoli Cowboy, Smith Mountain Lake, June 9, 1-4:00 p.m.
by Dan Hildebrand
The Napoli Cowboy is a
popular bar/restaurant located in
the Smith Mountain Lake area of
Franklin County VA. The owners
are Ray and Sue Wilson. They are
of Italian and Texas roots thus the
name and the menu, which leans
heavily to the Italian side with a
bit of Texas flair added.
Located in a renovated
historic 1930s old schoolhouse,
the venue has a cozy and casual
atmosphere.
There are many craft beers on
tap as well as an extensive wine
list. There are also many TVs for
sports fanatics.
The Entwined’s performance
experience at the Napoli Cowboy
was terrific. Sunday afternoons
in the summertime are busy at
the Napoli Cowboy and the main
bar where we performed was well
attended. There is a nice stage
at the opposite end of the bar
with plenty of available electrical
outlets.
The acoustics are good
although it can get a bit noisy
during a busy lunchtime. Guests
can enjoy lunch and drinks

which watching and listening to
performances.
The crowd was attentive and
receptive to our music style as we
kept it to mainly covers with a few
of my original songs sprinkled in.
We also put our tip jar out — and
let me just say that the guests
were extremely generous.
After our performance, we sat
at the bar and had an excellent
meal and some fun conversation
with Ray about his worldly
traveling days.

Our gig experience at the
Napoli Cowboy was excellent
and we would highly recommend
you check it out on a Sunday
afternoon for some live music in a
welcoming, friendly, and relaxed
atmosphere.
The Napoli Cowboy also has
a Facebook page if you would
like to keep updated on upcoming
events.
Napoli Cowboy, 6674 Burnt
Chimney Road, Wirtz VA.
540.238.2142.

Adonna Lemon and Dan Hildebrand of The Entwined.
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David Simpkins and the
KGB performed for the
first time at Blacksburg
VA’s Tea & Jam Café
on Saturday, June 15.
From left, Greg Trafidlo,
Kathy Acosta, Britt
Mistele, and Simpkins.
(Photo by Linda
Giuliano Pearrell.)
Bob Schmucker
was a participant
in the recent
Lyrics On The Lake
festival on June 15
at Mango’s Bar &
Grill in Moneta VA.
(Photo by Laurie
Anderson.)

Alice Black performed at The Harvester in Rocky
Mount VA on June 15 with her JAM band as part
of the Mountains of Music festival.
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Lynchburg Parks & Recreation recently held its first song writers competition. The competition was designed to
nurture songwriters of all levels and to promote local and regional talent through the art of songwriting. Several
SVSA members participated, including Alice Black (front row, third from left), Aspen Black (front row, fourth from
left), Ashley Lucas (front row, sixth from left), and Randolph Walker (back row, third from left).

Texas country music
songwriting contest
deadline is August 5
Entries are now being accepted for
the Texas Troubadour Songwriter Classic.
A total of $3000 in cash prizes will be
awarded to various winners.
Entries should be submitted to
the following locations: online at
BosqueArtsCenter.org or by mail to
Bosque Arts Center, P.O. Box 373, Clifton TX
76634. The deadline is August 5.
Entry guidelines are available
online; email questions to Music@
BosqueArtsCenter.org. Questions, call
254.675.3724.
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SVSA members June 2019
Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
Clay Blevins
Steve Clark
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke

Jerry Gilmore
Eric Mosley
Egan Green
Jake Orzalli
Mary Gordon Hall
Mollye Otis
Dale Hamilton
Charles (Jack) Page
George Harris
Mike Pearrell
Larry Helms
Russ Pennavaria
Dan Hildebrand
Larry Sakayama
Celie Holmes
Bob Schmucker
Matt Horner
Denise Schmucker
Josh Jones
David Simpkins
Jimmie Landry
Jeff Smith
Ashley Lucas
Bill Stanton
Liz McAuley
Greg Trafidlo
Britt Mistele
Randolph Walker
Paul Morrissey
Tony Wegmann
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................. OPENING ACT
Jun 28
Jul 04
Jul 05
Jul 12
Jul 18
Jul 19
Jul 26
Aug 01
Aug 02
Aug 09
Aug 15

Shawn Byrne..............................................Mike Pearrell
1st Thurs Guitar Pull Song Circle.................Jim Page
Kristin Rebecca...........................................TBA
SVSA SHOWCASE......................................no opener
3rd Thurs All Open Mic................................Aspen Black
Billy Kemp..................................................Jesse Black
The Living Ingrates.................................Katie Mitchell
1st Thurs Guitar Pull Song Circle.................Jim Page
Joy Tru........................................................Bob Schmucker
The Rough and Tumble...............................Dollar and Walker
3rd Thurs All Open Mic................................Aspen Black

SVSAer Egan Green
gets deep at an SVSA
Showcase held at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse.

The Living Ingrates will headline at 3rd Street Coffeehouse
on July 26. The band features SVSA members Josh Jones
(second from left) and Randolph Walker (third from left).

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch
for sale, and hang out with folks
who share your interests. The next
“Third Thursdays at Third Street all
Open Mic” will be on July 18. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.
3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
July 4.

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA CONCERT REVIEW
DARRELL SCOTT AT THE HARVESTER, ROCKY MOUNT VA

Sparse crowd no hindrance to Darrell Scott
by Bob Schmucker
Local public radio WVTF’s
Luke Church said it best: “You
may think you’re ready for a
Darrell Scott show, but you never
really are.” Scott proved that
statement true in his recent show at
the Harvester Performance Center
in Rocky Mount VA.
It was almost surreal in that
the sell-out crowd I expected never
materialized. When the doors
opened, there were only a handful
of fans. Management told us sit
anywhere we liked. That put Greg
Trafidlo, his wife Judy Larson, my
wife Denise, and myself front and
center, about eight or 10 feet from
Scott most of the night. It was like
attending a house concert with the
one of the best songwriters and
performers in the land.
Scott came out and let
everyone know right away that he
was thrilled to have a grand piano
on stage. He showed off his chops
on the keys in a big way all night
when he wasn’t showing off with
his red Les Paul or a big blond
custom acoustic six-string.
No matter what instrument
he played, he did things that
normal people just don’t or
can’t do, making it all look easy.
Highlights included a cover of Ben
Bullington’s Born In ’55 and a piano
version of You’ll Never Leave Harlan
Alive.

Playing solo all night, he
proved you don’t have to have a
backing band to create a big sound.
But then again, not everyone has
the skill to pull that off. Darrell
Scott does – in spades.
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The cherry on top of the whole
night was that it was recorded live
and for $20, you could own a copy,
which I’m enjoying right now as
I type this. What a great way to
remember a beautiful show!

Darrell Scott at the Harvester
in Rocky Mount VA. (Photo by
Denise Schmucker.)

SVSA CONCERT REVIEW
CHRIS THIELE AT LIME KILN, LEXINGTON VA

Chris Thiele engages welcoming Lime Kiln crowd
by Mollye Otis
What a delightful maiden
voyage to Lime Kiln in Lexington
VA. And what a wonderful venue
for summertime!
Chris Thiele is one of my
personal pantheon of hybrid high-

caliber artists. He had to be one of
those 10,000 hour outliers probably
by the time he was 14. Superb
mandolin technique, beautifully
skillful vocals, storytelling art all
wrapped up in a slightly awkward
charming entertainer.

Chris Thiele at Lime Kiln
in Lexington VA. (Photo by
Mollye Otis.)
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He writes a new song of the
week for Live From Here and spent
10 minutes on one about writing
the perfect song Chasing The
Chimera. Ohhhhh ... the heights
one might imagine.
Another song, he explained,
had three different versions of
7/8 time. How does he manage to
make that sound so lyrical, free,
and familiar?
I was especially tickled by a
Gilbert & Sullivan musical theatre
style cum Thiele extemporanea
about Thanksgiving 2016. The
year no one around the table could
talk ... about the election results.
Hilarious! And only one patron got
up and left.
The show ended with a request
from the audience and a guy called
the lyrics up on his cellphone. You
see the photo with Thiele squinting
and playing a flawless rendition
of Knuckleball Pitcher. Gasping
accepted.
Lime Kiln is a gem of a place
to hear and see musicians and it’s
clear that Thiele loved playing
there and finding a devoted group
of listeners. An hour and a half
solo show, the day following
his live radio show ... and this
transcendent artist had energy
to spare. Quick witted, jovial,
humble and completely in the
moment with music. In a word:
extraordinary.

On May 22, SVSAers Greg Trafidlo, Britt
Mistele, and Marc Baskind performed at
the S.A.W. Songwriters Showcase at the
Montmartre Café in Reston VA. They also
took in some scenery around Lake Anne,
engaging a statue of Reston founder Robert
E. Simon in song and repartee.

BRITT MISTELE

GREG TRAFIDLO

MARC BASKIND

MARC, BOB & GREG
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BRITT & BOB

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
GREG TRAFIDLO
July 12, SVSA Songwriters Showcase, in-the-round with
Larry Helms, Mollye Otis, Bob Schmucker, David
Simpkins, Josh Jones, Mike DeGiorgi, and Mike
Franke. 7:30-close, Trinity United Methodist Church,
305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA, 540.761.1351.
July 13, Americana Afternoons 9th Anniversary Show
with David Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt
Mistele. noon-1:00 p.m., 206 S Locust St, Floyd VA,
floydcountrystore.com, 540.745.4563.
Aug 03, Steppin’ Out Acoustic Stage with David
Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt Mistele, 1:30-2:30
p.m., downtown Blacksburg VA
Aug 04, Batesville Market in-the-round with Mary
Gordon Hall and Tim Fast, 6598 Plank Rd, Batesville
VA, batesvillemarket.com, 434.823.2001.

DAVID SIMPKINS
July 12, SVSA Songwriters Showcase, in-the-round with
Larry Helms, Mollye Otis, Bob Schmucker, David
Simpkins, Josh Jones, Mike DeGiorgi, and Mike
Franke. 7:30-close, Trinity United Methodist Church,
305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA, 540.761.1351.
July 13, Americana Afternoons 9th Anniversary Show
with David Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt
Mistele. noon-1:00 p.m., 206 S Locust St, Floyd VA,
floydcountrystore.com, 540.745.4563.
Aug 03, Steppin’ Out Acoustic Stage with David
Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt Mistele, 1:30-2:30
p.m., downtown Blacksburg VA.

MARC BAskind
Jun 28, Pine Room, solo, 8:30-midnight, Hotel Roanoke,
Roanoke VA.
July 04, Hunnicut Field, with the Beach Night Band (BNB),
Princeton WV.
July 05, Jonesborough Days, with BNB, 7-10:00 p.m.,
Jonesborough TN.
July 06, Covey’s Campground, with BNB, 7:30-10:30 p.m.,
Claytor Lake VA.
July 12, India Garden Restaurant, solo, 6:00-8:30 p.m.,
Blacksburg VA.
July 13, Tazewell Cruize-In, with BNB, 6-9:00 p.m.,
Tazewell VA.
July 26, Downtown Summer Concert Series, with BNB,
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5:30-9:00 p.m., Marion VA.
July 27, Big Lick Tropical Grill, with the Heat Of The Night
Band, 8-11:00 p.m., Lynchburg VA.
July 31, Wall Street Tavern Acoustic Wednesdays, solo,
8-11:00 p.m., Roanoke VA.

Next SVSA Showcase
scheduled for July 12
The next SVSA Songwriters Showcase will
be held Friday, July 12 at 3rd Street Coffeehouse.
The show will consist of two sets of four
performers each. Each group of four will
alternate songs until each performer has played
three original tunes.
The line-up is Larry Helms, Mollye Otis,
Bob Schmucker, David Simpkins, Greg
Trafidlo, Josh Jones, Mike DeGiorgi, and
Mike Franke.
Mother Aspen and daughter Alice
Black grab a cool treat before a show.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

songwriter sessions

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Josh Jones

The Entwined

Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

SONGWRITER SESSIONS — The CD was

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from reallife ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony
by Adonna Lemon.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.
“Songwriting is a really intimate
experience, it’s kind of like sitting
down with a stranger and telling
them every secret of your soul …
you have to be not afraid to make
a fool of yourself.”
~ Madonna

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

