
The next meeting of

the SVSA will be held

WedNeSdAY JULY 24  

in the LL Rice Room at 

the Jefferson Center 

in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Doors will open at 

7 p.m.; the meeting 

begins promptly at 

juLY FeATuRe ARTicLe

10 Ways Of Bridging the Gap Between
Amateur and Professional Songwriting

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE DUE BE 
DUE BE DUE

Pay at a meeting, pay 
on our website, or mail 

$35 to:

SVSA
P.O. Box 698 

Salem, VA 24153

7:30 and will last until 

the last song critique is 

finished, or 10:30 p.m., 

whichever comes first.

Members may submit 

one song for critique (on 

cassette, CD, phone, 

computer, or you can 

perform it live) and should 

provide at least 25 

copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited 

to members only 

but non-members 

and guests are 

encouraged to sit in on 

the discussions and 

exercises.
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SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

CLIFF GOLDMACHER

by Cliff  Goldmacher

Editor’s Note: This article was 
first posted in MusicWorld on July 
17, 2019. 

There are lots of  significant 
things to consider when it comes 
to refining your songwriting craft. 
Here are a few tips and things to 
keep in mind if  you’re wondering 
how to make the leap from 
your early songwriting efforts to 
writing the kinds of  songs that are 
commercially successful.

The idea is inTriguing
One of  the biggest challenges 

in a lyric is to find an original 
idea when, on some level, there’s 
nothing new under the sun. The 

key here is to take a familiar 
concept but find an unusual angle 
so that you’re exploring facets of  a 
common idea in a new, interesting 
way. One tip I was given when 
looking for ideas is to wander 
through bookstores and look at 
book titles. You never know what 
that will inspire.

The COnCePT is CurrenT
This applies to both lyric and 

melody. If  you’re looking for 
commercial success you need to 
address themes that some segment 
of  the market will be interested in. 
This doesn’t mean you can’t write 
what moves you nor does it mean 
that your ideas can’t be nostalgic, 
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

but it does mean 
that you’ve got to 
find a way to also 
make those ideas 
apply to today’s 
listeners.

The OPening 
line is Original

It’s difficult 
to overstate the 
importance of  a 
song’s opening 
line. Given that 
listeners have so 
much to choose 
from, this may be 
your only chance to pull them 
into your story. By avoiding 
clichés and making an effort to 
appeal to your listeners’ senses 
through imagery and detail, you 
stand a much better chance of  
sparking their imagination and 
bringing them into your song 
right away.

The iMagerY is iMaginaBle
Making your lyric relatable 

can help your listeners picture 
themselves in your song’s story. 
The more believable the lyric, 
the greater the chance that your 
song will have a universal appeal. 
This works also for potential 
artists who you’re hoping might 
be willing to record your song for 
their own projects.

The MelOdY is MeMOraBle 
(and dOesn’T Meander)

Making a melody memorable 
means it needs to be unique. 
Unique, however, doesn’t mean 
you need to create something 
so complicated that no one can 
follow or learn what you’ve 
written. Memorable melodies are 
those with just the right balance 

of  originality and repetition so that 
listeners can’t help but sing along 
and remember what they’ve heard.

The lYriCs dOn’T lOse
The lisTener

Even though the process of  
writing a lyric is all about exploring 
your own experiences, the best 
lyricists also take their listeners 
into account. Keeping your lyric 
on track while avoiding being too 
predictable is a delicate balancing 
act. Making your lyric easy to 
understand while still telling a 
compelling story is the key. Be sure 
your lyric says everything necessary 
to keep your listeners engaged in 
what you’ve written.

The rhYMes resOnaTe
and aren’T PrediCTaBle

Rhyming is one of  those ninja 
tricks that give your listeners 
something to hold onto when 
they’re learning your song. That 
said, the standard “moon, June, 
spoon” rhymes can sometimes 
lull your listeners into not paying 
attention. Using unpredictable 
rhymes are great fun and engaging 
for your audience. Rhymes like 

this will 
keep people 
connected to 
your song on 
a deeper level. 
An additional 
pro tip is to 
keep your 
rhyme schemes 
the same in 
your verses. In 
other words, 
if  your rhyme 
scheme is 
ABAB in verse 
one, then do 

the same in verse two. The more 
you can build in consistency 
in your songs the catchier they 
become.

The hOOK is – OF COurse – 
hOOKY

Both your lyrical and melodic 
hooks need to be punchy, 
impactful, and fresh so that 
they can do the heavy lifting 
of  reaching out and grabbing 
your listeners. Short attention 
spans are the order of  the day, so 
anything you as a songwriter can 
do to quite literally “hook” your 
listener into paying attention to 
your song is essential. Adding 
a twist to your song’s hook is 
another great device to grab your 
listeners’ ears.

The sYllaBles are sing-aBle
Remember that songs – 

and all music for that matter 
– are built on mathematical 
foundations. The number of  
syllables in a phrase directly 
impacts a song’s rhythm and 
melody. Making sure that your 
syllables scan the same way from 

See Feature Article, page 3
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verse to verse makes your song 
more natural and comfortable to 
listen to and allows you to make 
your melodies consistent in an 
equally appealing way. Also, it’s 
not only the number of  syllables 
that counts but making sure that 
you are emphasizing the natural 
syllables in your words which, 
again, just feels better to your 
listeners.

The deMO dOesn’T deTraCT 
FrOM The sOng

As much as I’d like to tell 
you that all that matters when 
it comes to showing your song 
to the music industry decision-
makers is your melody and lyric, 
this is, unfortunately, not the 
case. The best way I know how 
to put this is that presentation 
counts. You only have one chance 
to make a first impression with 
your songs and if  your demos are 
poorly recorded and performed by 
amateurs, the danger is that this is 
what is going to get the attention 
of  your industry listeners. By 
professionally recording your 

demos, you’re giving your melody 
and lyric a chance to shine without 
easily avoidable distractions.

and lasTlY ...
Being a professional songwriter 

is about not only the big ideas but 
all the little things that go into 
polishing your songs. It’s one thing 
to have an inspiration to write and 
another thing entirely to take that 
inspiration and mold it carefully 
and thoughtfully into the best 
expression of  that idea possible. It’s 
that discipline and commitment to 
excellence that is the hallmark of  a 
pro. Good luck!

a shOrT BiOgraPhY
Cliff  Goldmacher is a 

songwriter, music producer, and 
educator with recording studios in 
Nashville TN and Sonoma CA.

In his years of  songwriting, 
Cliff  has built a catalog of  over a 
thousand songs. He’s worked as a 
staff  songwriter in Nashville and 
his songs have been cut by major 
label artists across genres from 
country, pop, and jazz to classical 

crossover.
A multi-instrumentalist, Cliff  

has recorded, played on, and 
produced thousands of  recordings 
and album projects for major and 
independent music publishers and 
record labels.

An experienced educator, Cliff  
has taught songwriting and music 
business workshops for BMI, 
ASCAP, NARAS, The Stanford 
Jazz Workshop, The Songwriter’s 
Guild of  America, NSAI, Taxi, 
and The Durango Songwriter’s 
Expo. Cliff  is also a contributing 
author at LinkedInLearning.com 
and has spoken on songwriting 
for TEDx. Cliff  is an author 
and freelance journalist as well 
contributing articles to national 
music magazines along with 
numerous music websites and 
blogs. His eBook, The Songwriter’s 
Guide to Recording Professional 
Demos, has sold over 6,000 copies.

Cliff  is also a friend of  
our own Greg Trafidlo. Greg 
recommended this article for the 
newsletter.

SVSA members Alice and Aspen Black host 3rd Street Coffeehouse’s “Third Thursdays Open Mic.”
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Meeting Notes
Twenty-five members and one 

guest attended the June meeting.
Fifteen SVSA members 

attended the May 29 workshop at 
Skip Brown’s recording studio at 
the Jefferson Center. Attendees 
reported a positive experience 
and much info gained during the 
lengthy workshop on the process 
of  making and distributing a studio 
recording in modern times.

Shawn Byrne, a performing 
songwriter who recorded a recent  
segment for local public radio 
WVTF-FM’s “Roots Down” 
program – and who also headlined 
3rd Street Coffeehouse on June 
28 – gave an informal talk on his 
career as a singer/songwriter/

producer, answered questions, and 
performed two songs.

A shoutout was given to 
all those who participated in 
the Richard Leigh Songwriting 
Contest last month.

Submission for holiday songs 
is now officially beginning for 
the planned 2020 SVSA holiday 
CD. The projected deadline for 
submissions is September 1, 
2019. Judges will be selected from 
outside the SVSA membership. 
More information will be 
forthcoming.

Ten new original songs were 
submitted for critique.   

~ Bill Stanton

Dallas Songwriters lyric 
contest deadline is June 30

The Dallas Songwriters Lyric 
contest deadline is June 30 for the 
Spring 2019 contest. entry fee is 
$10.

enter online at https://
squareup.com/store/dallas-
songwriters-association

email lyric to info@
dallassongwriters.org or by mail to:

Dallas Songwriters Lyric contest
Sammons center For The Arts
3630 Harry Hines Blvd #20
Dallas TX 75219

Must be postmarked by June 30.
For more info, go to:
https://dallassongwriters.

blogspot.com/p/lyric-contest.html

At the 2019 cedarsong 
Songwriting Retreat (located in 
cedars of Lebanon State Park just 
south of Nashville TN), songwriters of 
all levels will receive individualized 
instruction from seasoned, professional 
songwriters and coaches, lodging 
for four nights, catered meals, all-
inclusive retreat activities, a welcome 
package, a chance at door prizes 
(including a foldable guitar and one-
on-one sessions with instructors), the 
opportunity to collaborate with like-

minded creative writers, plus inside industry tips and advice.
experienced songwriters and beginners alike will be able to brush up on and 

improve their skills. Newer songwriters will learn the basics, including the Nashville 
Number System. Seasoned songwriters will may further hone their craft, and gain 
knowledge and inspiration from our award-winning teachers.

courses will be given in The Art Of co-Writing, Performance Technique, 
Promoting Your New Song, How To Score A Gig, Vocal Performance, crafting The

unforgettable Song, and Lyric Writing Techniques.
Applicants need not have to be able to play an instrument nor will they be 

required to perform.
The fee is $1195. cedarsong has payment plans. contact them at https://www.

cedarsongretreats.com/ for more information.

Cedarsong Songwriting Retreat Aug. 15-19 
is for novices as well as professionals

3rd Street coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA tentatively plans to 
host a musicians swap meet on 
Sat Oct 26 from 9 a.m.-noon at the 
coffeehouse. Musicians are invited 
to rent a table to sell or trade  
equipment or music-related wares 
(including cDs and vinyl). 

• 6 ft tables $15 in advance and 
$20 the day of the swap meet. 

• 4 ft tables $10 in advance and 
$15 the day of the swap meet.

Setup will be at 8:30 a.m.
3rd Street will promote and 

advertise along with selling coffee 
and donuts / pastries the day of 
the swap meet. Direct any and all 
questions to Bob Schmucker at 
rjschmucker@cox.net

3rd Street 
Coffeehouse 
tentatively plans 
musicians swap 
meet for Oct 26
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Latest SVSA Showcase plays
to full house at 3rd Street Coffeehouse

All seats were taken prior to the beginning of the 
first set at the SVSA’s most recent Songwriters 
Showcase at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke 
VA on June 15. The audience remained attentive, 
supportive, and enthusiastic throughout.  (Photo 
by Bob Schmucker.)
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First set kicks it off

Second set wraps it up
Left to right: Mollye Otis, Mike DeGiorgi, Larry Helms, Mike Franke. (Photo by Denise Schmucker.)

Left to right: Bob Schmucker, Josh Jones, Greg Trafidlo, David Simpkins. (Photo by Denise Schmucker.)
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Top left: Mollye Otis.

Top right: Mike DeGiorgi, Mollye Otis, Larry 
Helms, Mike Franke.

Middle left: Mike DeGiorgi, Larry Helms.

Middle right: Larry Helms.

Bottom left: Mike DeGiorgi, Mollye Otis.

(Photos by Denise Schmucker.)

First set was a true crowd-pleaser
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Top left: Greg Trafidlo, David Simpkins.

Top right: Josh Jones.

Bottom left: Bob Schmucker.

Bottom right: Kathy Acosta, Bob Schmucker.

(Photos by Denise Schmucker.)

Second set sent ’em home smiling
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed 
here. We’d like to make this listing as 
comprehensive as possible. Provide the 
information in the format shown.

Also, if you should see a listing that has 
shut down, or if you know of an update 
to the current entries, drop a line to the 
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a 
vital and up-to-date source. 

BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA 

24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a 

mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.

BLINd BILL’S ReSTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve 

Guidus.

B-SIdeS
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly 

Valley Recordings.

THe CeLLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues 

jam.

CHARLeY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:00-

10:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and 
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the 
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by 
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAvoC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric 

Larsen.

dogToWN RoAdHoUSe
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836 
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music starts 

at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30, sign-
ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA 
and sound man provided.

dRAPeR MeRCANTILe & TRAdINg Co.
http://www.drapermerc.com/open-

mic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659 
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome. 

Will provide one mic, PA assistance. 
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all 
others. Must be family friendly and not 
too loud/disruptive.

dUe SoUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig 

Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim 
Pakledinaz.

5 PoINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618 
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00 

p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show 
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry 
are welcome. This event is FREE.

FLoYd CoUNTRY SToRe
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/

music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563 
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. Old-

Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m. Bluegrass 
jam 4-5:30 p.m.

THe FRoNT RoW
https://www.facebook.com/

thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542 
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instruments. Come rock the house.

gINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/ginas-Food-with-
Flavor/435558020265249

4145 B W Main St Salem VA 
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by 

McFadden and Holmes. Performers 
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at 
Gina’s.

good TIMeS TAveRN
https://m.facebook.com/

goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA 
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa 

Mesko.

goSPeL CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/pages/

gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423    
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.

MAIN STReeT CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/

mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30 

p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument 
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink, 
dance, and listen to good music. No 
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.

MeLodY HooKAH LoUNge
https://www.facebook.com/Melody-

Hookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists, 

rappers, bands.

THe MILL IRoN gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mill-

Iron-grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by 

Rick Selfridge.

More Open Mic
listings on page 10
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 9
MULLIgAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil 

Chitwood.

oBeR BReWINg CoMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent, 

share some laughs and a few beers.

PARKWAY BReWeRY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com 
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes 

anyone to try their hand at music. 
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

THe Q oPeN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com 
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by 

Scott Joshway.

RAdFoRd CoFFee CoMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/

radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NeWSFeed&fref=nf

333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock, 

poetry, etc. Small PA available.

RISINg SILo BReWeRY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00 

p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your 
instrument, open ears, and tapping 
toes. Tips encouraged for musicians, 
no cover.

RIveR CITY gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/

Radford-Fiddle-and-Banjo-

Jam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle 

& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by 
Chris Bell.

RoANoKe dIveRSITY CeNTeR
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.

com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a 

song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or 
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided. 
Small PA, two guitars, keyboard 
available – or bring your own 
instruments (no drums but smaller 
percussion instruments allowed).

RoCK THe MIC - RoANoKe
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound, 

lights, merchandise table, sponsor 
giveaways. Loud rock and blues 
improv, covers, and shows.

SCHooNeRS
www.schoonersbar.org
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.563.4956
Tuesdays 8-11:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument. Hosted by Tim Rowlett.

SoARINg RIdge CRAFT BReWeRS 
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and 

share your sound, or just sit back and 
cheer on the locals who share theirs. 
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.

SoUvLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.

SPIKe’S gRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming 

community of musicians from first 
timers to old timers. Come out to 
listen, come out to play, come out to 
show support for local music.

STARR HILL PILoT BReWeRY & SIde 
STAge

https://starrhill.com/tap-room-
locations/roanoke-pilot-brewery-
side-stage/

6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument and join the jam. Hosted 
by Brian Mesko.

SToNeY BAdgeR TAveRN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What 

started as an idea has become a 
community of artists that help each 
other learn and grow on stage.

SWeeT doNKeY CoFFee HoUSe
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for 

announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your 
instrument or bring your friends. 

SYCAMoRe deLI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam. Wednesdays 

7-9:00 p.m. Open to anyone playing 
Old-Time style.

3Rd STReeT CoFFeeHoUSe
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-Street-

Coffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707

1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle. 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.

3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover. 
Hosted by Aspen Black.

WHITe HART CAFé
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a 

mic and you provide the talent. Open 
for all music, art, comedy, etc.
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by Dan Hildebrand
The Blackwater Café at 

Smith Mountain Lake is owned 
and operated by Tom Gordon 
and his son John. Located on 
Scruggs Road near Westlake, 
the Blackwater has a cozy and 
somewhat upscale feel with a 
menu and wine list to match.

In the bar area where Adonna 
and I performed, it was a bit more 
rustic and casual. There is an 
affordable “pub menu” in the bar/
lounge area that features fish and 
chips, sliders, and crab cakes that 
are well presented and delicious. 
The management and staff  are 
friendly, supportive, and trying 
hard to get the Sunday night 
music and pub scene going in the 
area.

We set up in an area centered 
in the lounge and, luckily, my 
Bose PA system was compact 

SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ the Blackwater Café, Smith Mountain Lake, June 23, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

enough for us to fit our gear 
in the small space. We kept 
the sound low and relaxed, 
as in the lounge area most 
of  the audience is right on 
top of  you.

The gig went well and 
the small group of  patrons 
requested songs, tipped 
generously, and stayed until 
the end of  our performance.

In talking with manager 
John Gordon afterwards 
over a meal and craft beers, 
he said that Sunday nights 
have been hit and miss. 
John lamented that some 
Sundays have been lively 
and packed in the lounge 
and others lightly attended 
– which was the case this 
particular evening.

Overall our experience 
was a good one at the 
Blackwater and we are 
booked for gigs later in the 
summer. We are looking 
forward to more delicious 
food, beer, and hopefully 
a bigger crowd at our next 
event at the Blackwater 
Café.

4730 scruggs road
Moneta Va
540-721-4333

The Entwined: Adonna Lemon
and Dan Hildebrand
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SVSA members Alice and Aspen Black recently brought their fun, interactive program of western culture
and history to kids, parents, grandparents, and teachers at the Walter Cecil Rawls Library in Courtland VA.
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Long-time SVSA member Barb Martin is an avid hiker. Here she wins a game of “King Of The Mountain.”

Texas country music 
songwriting contest 
deadline is August 5

entries are now being accepted for the 
Texas Troubadour Songwriter classic. A total 
of $3000 in cash prizes will be awarded to 
various winners.

entries should be submitted to 
the following locations: online at 
BosqueartsCenter.org or by mail to Bosque 
Arts Center, P.O. Box 373, Clifton TX 76634. 
The deadline is August 5.

entry guidelines are available 
online; email questions to Music@
BosqueArtscenter.org. Questions, call 
254.675.3724. 

 

SVSA members July 2019

Bob coulter (in Memoriam)
Sid crosswhite (Lifetime)

Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
clay Blevins
Steve clark
Dennis Danner
evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke

jerry Gilmore
egan Green
Mary Gordon Hall
Dale Hamilton
George Harris
Larry Helms
Dan Hildebrand
celie Holmes
Matt Horner
josh jones
jimmie Landry
Ashley Lucas
Barbara Martin
Liz McAuley
Britt Mistele

Paul Morrissey
eric Mosley
jake Orzalli
Mollye Otis
charles (jack) Page
Mike Pearrell
Larry Sakayama
Bob Schmucker
Denise Schmucker
David Simpkins
jeff Smith
Bill Stanton
Greg Trafidlo
Randolph Walker
Tony Wegmann

It’s a small world after all!
At right is an after-performance photo of SVSAer Greg Trafidlo and his 

friend, bluegrass guitarist jack Lawrence, taken at the Floyd country Store. 
Lawrence is in the band backing up Peter Rowan on Rowan’s “carter Stanley’s 
eyes” Tour. Rowan and band performed at the Floyd country Store on july 13.

Lawrence also performed with Doc Watson in the ‘80s. That’s when Greg 
got to know him. He also married the sister of one of the guys in the “Shady 
Grove Singers,” Trafidlo’s folk group back in illinois in the mid-1960s.
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DATE FEATURE ACT ................................. OPENING ACT
Jul 26 Dollar and Walker ..................................Katie Mitchell
Aug 01 1st Thurs Guitar Pull Song Circle ................Jim Page
Aug 02 Joy Tru .......................................................Bob Schmucker
Aug 09 The Rough and Tumble ..............................Britt Mistele
Aug 15 3rd Thurs All Open Mic ...............................Aspen & Alice Black
Aug 16 Andrew Kasab ...........................................The Entwined
Aug 23 The Panini Brothers ...............................Egan Green

3rd Street coffeehouse, 
established in 1987, is open every 
Friday evening. Opening act 
performances last from 7:30-8:30 
p.m.; feature performer from 8:30-
10:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smoke-
free, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge 

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /

Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes 
that the “Third Thursdays at Third 
Street All Open Mic” is a great way 
to share work, try out new songs 
or poems, offer cDs and merch for 
sale, and hang out with folks who 
share your interests. The next “Third 
Thursdays at Third Street all Open 
Mic” will be on August 15. Sign 
up begins at 6:30 and ends when 
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will 
immediately go into the lottery for 
remaining slots at the end. Length of 
performance is determined by the 
number of participants. All levels of 
proficiency and styles are welcome, 
so long as your songs are appropriate 
for all audiences.

3rd Street coffeehouse also holds 
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song 
circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by jim Page, performers can bring 
new material or play cover songs. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign 
up. Performers will get to play two 
or three songs in an in-the-round 
setting. The next “First Thursday 
Guitar Pull / Song circle” will be held 
August 1.

venue. A hat is passed for donations 
to the featured performers.

if you’re interested in opening a 
show or headlining a night at 3rd 
Street coffeehouse, contact Josh 
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email 
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.

3rd Street coffeehouse is 
located at Trinity united Methodist 
church at 305 Mountain Ave SW, 
Roanoke VA.

More info can be found online 
at www.roanoke.com events 
calendar and on Facebook.

SVSAer Egan Green 
gets deep at an SVSA 
Showcase held at 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse.

SVSA members Larry Sakayama (left)
and Mike DeGiorgi of the Panini
Brothers band.
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by Dan Hildebrand
Smith Mountain Lake 

Coffeehouse owners Kevin and 
Sara Gray recently opened this 
cozy and contemporary Coffee 
House at Bridgewater Plaza in 
Smith Mountain Lake (a few 
doors down from Moosies). It has 
a great vibe and is a great addition 
to Bridgewater Plaza.

June 22 was the first open 
mic night and it was hosted by 
the band Nancy Jones and the 
Rivals, featuring percussionist 
extraordinaire David Merritt, 
keyboardist Ben Epperly, and 
Nancy Jones, the lead singer, 
starting the show.

Next up was the open mic 
portion at 6:15 and what is cool 
about this format is that you have 
three seasoned performers backing 
you up.

SVSA MEMBERS OPEN MIC REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ Smith Mountain Lake Coffeehouse, June 22, 6-8:00 p.m.

Adonna and I 
performed four songs 
and with the band 
behind us, and let me 
tell you it was terrific! 
The keyboards and 
conga drums added a 
great vibe to what we 
were putting down, the 
acoustics in the room 
were much better than 
I anticipated, and the 
audience was attentive 
and supportive (as 
well as the girls behind 
the counter who were 
jamming along with 
everybody!)

The coffee and 
food are top notch as well and 
the owners and staff  were terrific. 
There is also some talent within 
the employees as one of  the 
young gals serving coffee got 
up and performed a tune. This 
young lady had an incredible 
voice. With the band backing 
her and the audience clapping 
along, she delivered a memorable 
performance indeed.

In conclusion, this is one 
of  the better Open Mics I have 
been to in the Roanoke Valley, 
the Smith Mountain Lake 
Coffeehouse is family friendly and 

was well attended this particular 
evening.

Open mic night is every other 
Saturday night from 6-8:00 p.m.

Each performer gets three-five 
songs depending on the number 
of  performers. (Smart Tip: Come 
a little early to sign up.)

Extra Bonus: Afterwards, 
Mango’s usually has a band or 
some type of  music under the 
stars just a few short steps away.

16430 Booker T. Washington 
highway

Moneta Va 24121
540-420-3584

Dan Hildebrand and Adonna Lemon
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs

GREG TRAFIDLO
Aug 03, Steppin’ Out Acoustic Stage with David 

Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt Mistele, 1:30-2:30 
p.m., downtown Blacksburg  VA.

Aug 04, Batesville Market in-the-round with Mary 
Gordon Hall and Tim Fast, 6598 Plank Rd, Batesville 
VA, batesvillemarket.com, 434.823.2001.

Aug 16, Mason District Park with Tom Paxton, 
Annandale VA.

DAVID SIMPKINS
Aug 03, Steppin’ Out Acoustic Stage with David 

Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, and Britt Mistele, 1:30-2:30 
p.m., downtown Blacksburg  VA.

MARC BASKIND
Sunday evenings (with exceptions), Luigi’s Restaurant, 

solo, 6-9:00 p.m., Roanoke VA.

July 26, Downtown Summer concert Series, with The 
Beach Nite Band, 5:30-9:00 p.m., Marion VA.

July 27, Big Lick Tropical Grill, with the Heat Of The Night 
Band, 8-11:00 p.m., Lynchburg VA.

July 31, Wall Street Tavern, Wall Street unplugged with 
jody ensor, 8-11:00 p.m., Roanoke VA.

Aug 03, Westwind Winery, with The Heat Of The Night 
Band, 5-8:00 p.m., Max Meadows VA.

Aug 04, Gina’s “Food With Flavor,” solo, 1:30-3:00 p.m., 
Salem VA.

Aug 16, charley’s Restaurant, with The Heat Of The Night 
Band, 7:30-10:30 p.m., Lynchburg VA.

Aug 18, inn @ Virginia Tech, Preston’s Brunch, solo, 11:00 
a.m.-1:30 p.m., Blacksburg VA.

Aug 23, Benjamin’s Restaurant, with The Heat Of The 
Night Band, 8-11:00 p.m., Lynchburg VA.

Aug 26, cruise-in, with The Beach Nite Band, 6-9:00 p.m., 
Galax VA.

Aug 30, Palisades Restaurant, solo, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
eggleston VA.

Aug 31, Stoney creek campground, collegians Reunion, 
8-11:00 p.m., Greenville VA.

ALICE & ASPEN BLACK
Aug 04, Pleasant Hill uMc Homecoming, with Randy 

Walker, 10-10:45 a.m. (and anthem during service), 
Rocky Mount VA.

Aug 11, (Alice solo) cowtown Opry, 2:30 p.m., Ft. Worth 
TX.

Aug 18, (Aspen with Randy Walker), Appalachian 
Vespers, Emmanuel Chapel, 4:00 p.m., Eagle Rock VA.

Aug 25, (Aspen with Kerry Grombacher), Americana 
Afternoons, Floyd country Store, 1:00 p.m., Floyd VA.

Aug 26, (Aspen solo) and (Alice solo) unitarian 
universalist church, iWMA cowboy concert, 2:00 p.m., 
cumberland MD.

SVSA member Egan Green 
performs at the Dogtown 
Roadhouse Open Mic on 
June 14.



17  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  JUNE  2019

by Dan Hildebrand
Chaos Mountain Brewery is 

owned by Joe and Wendy Hallock 
and is located at the base of  Cahas 
Mountain in Franklin County VA. 
This craft brewery has won many 
medals for their outstanding brews 
and is in a lovely country setting 
close to the town of  Callaway.

The brewery is relaxed and 
casual. There’s a nice bar with 
several comfy couches and plenty 
of  tables and chairs. The brewery 
is family (and dog) friendly with 
board games, cornhole boards, 
pool tables, and dartboards. 
There is also an outdoor seating 
area that usually has a food truck 
available on weekends.

The stage at Chaos can house 
a full band and there are sound 
baffles throughout the listening 
area to improve the listener’s 
musical experience.

There are usually bands on the 
weekends as well as an open mic 
hosted by Phil Chitwood on the 
last Sunday of  each month from 
3-6:00 p.m.

Adonna and I checked out the 
open mic on Sunday June 30th 
and we were not disappointed. 
The crowd was pretty good for a 
Sunday (about 35) and Phil got 
things started off  with a 40-minute 

SVSA MEMBERS OPEN MIC REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ Chaos Mountain Brewery, June 22, 6-8:00 p.m.

set followed by the 
first open mic act.

We found the 
sound to be a bit 
boomy even with 
the sound baffles 
but it was not 
too bad. When 
Adonna and I took 
the stage next, we 
asked for a few 
sound adjustments 
(which is why 
we went second). 
Phil was happy to 
work with us. We 
were prepared to 
do three-five songs 
– which is pretty 
standard – but we 
ended up playing 
almost a full set 
(eight songs).

In conclusion, 
our first impression 
sound wise was not 
that great but with
a few sound tweaks it turned out 
just fine.

The beers, atmosphere, 
and friendly staff  made this an 
outstanding experience and the 
host was most accommodating 
with sound adjustments and his 
generous allotment of  stage time 

for open mic participants.
Again the open mic is the last 

Sunday of  each month 3-6:00 
p.m. Come early to sign up.

3135 Dillons Mill Road 
Callaway, VA 24067

Adonna Lemon and Dan Hildebrand
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
carvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,” 
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or 
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart.  

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contradictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStorE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES from thE road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from thE hEart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

“If you’re horrible to 
me, I’m going to write 
a song about it and you 
won’t like it. That’s how 

I operate.” 
~ Taylor Swift

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LifE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike degiorgi – President
ashley Lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
dennis danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
Salem, va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


