SVSA
MUSIC NEWS
SEPTEMBER 2019
SEPTEMBER FeATURE Article

Just Do It Already!

“We Are Our Deeds, Not Our Thoughts”
by Mike Franke

I’ve seen various versions of this
quote in lots of different places —
especially in many health self-help
books, one of which I always seem
to be reading.
I thought I would expound upon
the idea.
I’ll come at it from several
angles, and then try to tie it all
together.
Irony
At first, by the way, I had the
idea for this article spinning around
in my head for a while. I thought
about writing about it.
Then, a few minutes ago, I
realized how ridiculously ironic that
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was. So I just started writing. Like,
now.
ENGINEERS AND
PROBLEM SOLVING
My “day job“ is in the software
business. Much of the time, I
manage large software projects.
I am quite fond of making fun
of software engineers. I get away
with it, because I used to be one.
Sometimes, I still am.
Funny thing about engineers.
Oddly enough, I don’t believe that
most of them really enjoy solving
problems. Especially software
engineers.
“What?” you ask. “Of course
See Feature Article, page 2

The next meeting of
the SVSA will be held
WedNESDAY SEPT 25
in the LL Rice Room at
the Jefferson Center
in Roanoke, Virginia.
Doors will open at
7 p.m.; the meeting
begins promptly at

MIKE FRANKE

7:30 and will last until
the last song critique is
finished, or 10:30 p.m.,
whichever comes first.
Members may submit
one song for critique (on
cassette, CD, phone,
computer, or you can
perform it live) and should

provide at least 25
copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited
to members only
but non-members
and guests are
encouraged to sit in on
the discussions and
exercises.

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE

engineers like solving problems!
It’s what they do!“
“No,” I say. “They like to
work problems.”
You see, once a problem is
solved, or, at least, a solution is
known, the problem is no longer
any fun. Putting a solution into
place is just work. Some people
enjoy that part too, but not as
many, and not as much.

Continued from page 1

regularly and consistently and
methodically. I do not. Therefore,
Tammy is an actual writer, and I am
not.
Did I mention that I am a
professional project manager? You’d
think I could put my own skills to
use and manage my own project,
wouldn’t you?
Makes me grumpy. Tammy has
no idea how much she “inspires” me.

DOERS, AND HOW
THEY INSPIRE ME

THE FANTASY VERSUS
THE REALITY

I have a novel in my head.
I have actually started writing
it. It turns out that I am better
at it than I thought I would be.
However, it is still very slow
going.
I know someone — let’s call
her Tammy — who has written
several novels. They are in the
same genre as mine, sort of. I
bought the first one, and couldn’t
make myself read past the first
chapter. The writing seems
horrible to me. And yet, she is
having some level of success as
an author. She has a publisher, a
series of novels, an audience, and
deadlines.
The difference between
Tammy and me is, of course,
that Tammy actually produces
stuff, and I haven’t yet. She writes

I often fail to start something for
fear of feeling obligated to complete
it. The fantasy of the thing is much
more satisfying than the idea of
doing the work to actually manifest
it. Probably, in fact, the actual thing
could never live up to the fantasy I
have of it.
This same reasoning explains
why I will never cheat on my wife.
But that’s a whole other article.
So anyway, judging by my
actions, I don’t always like to
actually write. I like to think about
writing. I’m just like those software
engineers that I make fun of.
Grumpy.
SONGWRITING, AFTER ALL
But we’re talking about
songwriting.
I do finish songs. Songs, after
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all, are only about three minutes
long. That’s part of what I like
about them; I can get my head
around them. I could finish more
if I were more disciplined about
it. For right now, I’m just going to
think about that.
What I would like to
actually do, but have to date only
fantasized about, is performing
more and trying to get my songs
to a larger audience. I talk about
getting more gigs, updating my
website, pitching to publishers,
doing another album, playing
more instruments, etc., etc., etc.
JUST DO IT
So, anyway, thank you for
following me down the rabbit hole
of my brain as I psychoanalyze
and berate myself.
And now, as I sit here in
my car, talking to my phone, I
remind myself (and you, if you’re
interested) that we are not our
thoughts. We are our deeds.
Songs (and novels, and bits of
software) can change the world.
But not if they are not completed,
and not if nobody is exposed to
them.
So, just do it (Mike). Stop
thinking about it and do it.
I just sent a request to set up
my first piano lesson.

Meeting Notes
Twenty-two SVSA members
attended the August meeting.
SVSA Treasurer and
Webmaster Mike Franke is
working diligently on the SVSA
web site with the goal of providing
members with the opportunity
to download their entries for the
upcoming holiday CD project.
Dan Hildebrand announced
that the next SVSA Songwriters
Showcase would be held on
October 25 at Third Street
Coffeehouse. Dan noted that
members wishing to perform
should inform him ASAP.
Charlie Divers presented a
short workshop entitled “Working
On The Foundational Aspects
Of Songwriting (Interesting New
Angles / The Framing Of Songs).”
Thirteen new original songs
were submitted for critique.
~ Bill Stanton

3rd Street
Coffeehouse plans
musicians swap
meet for Oct 26

The SVSA’s youngest member, Alice Black, is a 2019 top-five finalist
for the International Western Music Association’s Liz Masterson
Crescendo Award. (Results will be released in November.) Alice has had
a busy year of performing original western music across several states
to audiences of all ages. This is her third top-five finalist nomination in
a row: 2017, 2018, and 2019. Way to go, Alice!
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3rd Street Coffeehouse in
Roanoke VA tentatively plans to
host a musicians swap meet on
Sat Oct 26 from 9 a.m.-noon at the
coffeehouse. Musicians are invited
to rent a table to sell or trade
equipment or music-related wares
(including CDs and vinyl).
• 6 ft tables $15 in advance and
$20 the day of the swap meet.
• 4 ft tables $10 in advance and
$15 the day of the swap meet.
Setup will be at 8:30 a.m.
Direct any and all questions to
Bob Schmucker at rjschmucker@
cox.net

SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi
recently spent some time
in Nashville TN. Like any
self-respecting performing
songwriter, he stepped up to
the mic at the fabled Ryman
Auditorium, the Mother Church
Of Country Music, and posed
for a photo of himself on the
renowned stage. Are you SURE
Hank done it this way?
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SVSA members represent at 1st Acoustic Fish Festival
by Dan Hildebrand
The First Annual Acoustic Fish Festival was held
September 7 at Spring Lake Farm in Moneta VA. Festival
founder David Merritt – along with Ben Epperly and Nancy
Jones – were the main drivers behind the event. The stage
was in a wooded area overlooking Spring Lake. The Spring
Lake Outdoor Club, a local fisherman’s group, donated food
and beverages.
The concert was free, as were all food and beverages. All
that was asked for was a donation. The event started early
in the morning with the outdoor club giving free fly-fishing
lessons. The varied musical lineup started at 1:00 p.m. and
lasted until 10:00 p.m.
SVSA members Dan Hildebrand (with Adonna Lemon)
performed as The Entwined; Bob Schmucker, who did an inthe-round session with Jim Page that earned them the stage
name JimBob; and Mike Franke appeared as well. Former
SVSA members Charissa Morrison and Sharayah Spears
also made appearances. There were 11 musical acts in all.
Below are a few observations and constructive
improvement thoughts I had during this concert, which
could be helpful to potential SVSA festival performers.
• One performer used a tablet for her song lyrics in the
mid-afternoon sun. The tablet overheated and caused an
abrupt end to her set. I’ll stay with my paper lyric sheets as
needed for that very reason, thank you.
• The sound system was terrific except there were no
monitors. It is so much better when you can hear what
the audience is hearing. Also, it helps to have a dedicated
soundman as three or four people (including myself) were
adjusting the sound all day.
• The festival promoters recorded several songs by
each performer to be made into a CD to be given to each
musician as a thank-you gift. I thought this was a nice
bonus.
• The signage directing festival goers to the event could
be better. If a patron didn’t have a GPS with the address
they probably would have never found it.
• David Merritt (percussion) and Ben Epperly
(keyboards) were available as backup support musicians for
all performers. Both David and Ben are professional quality
musicians and can jam to just about anything!
In conclusion: the First Annual Acoustic Fish Festival
was a laid back, enjoyable event held in a beautiful setting
on a gorgeous September day. The festival was well
represented by the SVSA (and by former SVSA members).
There was a small crowd (normal for a first-time festival)
but the event has much room for growth. With a few more
volunteers and a bit of constructive tweaking, this could be
an outstanding outdoor concert venue for years to come.
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MIKE FRANKE
BOB SCHMUCKER

THE ENTWINED

Still time to enter the Mid-Atlantic Song Contest
Jay Keating, the president of the Songwriters Association of
Washington and the director of the Mid Atlantic Song Contest, notes
that the MASC is in full swing and that there is still time to enter.
September 30 is the official deadline.
Enter your song(s) in any of the 13 categories into which they fit.
The contest is easy to enter: Go to https://www.saw.org/masc
for details and the link to enter online. No CDs to press and mail,
just fill out the form, upload your mp3 and your lyrics (except in the
instrumental category where lyrics aren’t a thing), and pay. (It gets
cheaper the more songs you enter, so consider multiple entries.)

SVSA Treasurer Mike Franke and his family moved over the Labor Day weekend. Professional movers did the
job but there were a FEW items that needed special care. The best part is that there’s room for MORE!
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed
here. We’d like to make this listing as
comprehensive as possible. Provide the
information in the format shown.
Also, if you should see a listing that has
shut down, or if you know of an update
to the current entries, drop a line to the
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a
vital and up-to-date source.
BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA
24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a
mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.
BLIND BILL’S RESTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve
Guidus.
B-Sides
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly
Valley Recordings.
THE CELLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues
jam.
CHARLEY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:0010:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by
Jodie Davis.

Club Havoc
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric
Larsen.
Dogtown Roadhouse
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music starts
at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30, signups for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA
and sound man provided.
DRAPER MERCANTILE & TRADING CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/openmic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome.
Will provide one mic, PA assistance.
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all
others. Must be family friendly and not
too loud/disruptive.
DUE SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig
Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim
Pakledinaz.
FATBACK SOUL SHACK
www.fatbacksoulshack.com
2440 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.251.3182
Mondays. 6:30-8:30 p.m. PA provided.
Bring your instrument of choice and
show us what you’ve got. All talent
levels welcome.
5 Points Music Sanctuary
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00
p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry
are welcome. This event is FREE.
FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/
music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. OldTime music 1:30-3:30 p.m. Bluegrass
jam 4-5:30 p.m.
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THE FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/
thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own
instruments. Come rock the house.
GINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Ginas-Food-withFlavor/435558020265249
4145 B W Main St Salem VA
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by
McFadden and Holmes. Performers
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at
Gina’s.
Good Times Tavern
https://m.facebook.com/
goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa
Mesko.
Gospel Café
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.
MAIN STREET CAFÉ
https://www.facebook.com/
mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink,
dance, and listen to good music. No
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.
MELODY HOOKAH LOUNGE
https://www.facebook.com/MelodyHookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists,
rappers, bands.

More Open Mic
listings on page 8

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 7
The Mill Iron Grill
https://www.facebook.com/The-MillIron-Grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by
Rick Selfridge.
Mulligan’s
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil
Chitwood.
Ober Brewing Company
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent,
share some laughs and a few beers.
Parkway Brewery
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes
anyone to try their hand at music.
Hosted by Eric Larsen.
THE Q OPEN MiC
http://www.theqlive.com
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by
Scott Joshway.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/
radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NEWSFEED&fref=nf
333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock,
poetry, etc. Small PA available.
RISING SILO BREWERY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00
p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your

instrument, open ears, and tapping
toes. Tips encouraged for musicians,
no cover.
RIVER CITY GRILL
https://www.facebook.com/
Radford-Fiddle-and-BanjoJam-191719767524461/
103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle
& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by
Chris Bell.
Roanoke Diversity Center
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.
com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a
song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided.
Small PA, two guitars, keyboard
available – or bring your own
instruments (no drums but smaller
percussion instruments allowed).
ROCK THE MIC - ROANOKE
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound,
lights, merchandise table, sponsor
giveaways. Loud rock and blues
improv, covers, and shows.
SCHOONERS
www.schoonersbar.org
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.563.4956
Tuesdays 8-11:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument. Hosted by Tim Rowlett.
Soaring Ridge Craft Brewers
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and
share your sound, or just sit back and
cheer on the locals who share theirs.
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.
SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.
SPIKE’S GRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming
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community of musicians from first
timers to old timers. Come out to
listen, come out to play, come out to
show support for local music.
STARR HILL PILOT BREWERY & SIDE
STAGE
https://starrhill.com/tap-roomlocations/roanoke-pilot-breweryside-stage/
6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own
instrument and join the jam. Hosted
by Brian Mesko.
STONEY BADGER TAVERN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What
started as an idea has become a
community of artists that help each
other learn and grow on stage.
SWEET DONKEY COFFEE HOUSE
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for
announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your
instrument or bring your friends.
Sycamore Deli
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam. Wednesdays
7-9:00 p.m. Open to anyone playing
Old-Time style.
3rd street coffeehouse
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-StreetCoffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707
1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle.
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcoholfree, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.
3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover.
Hosted by Aspen Black.
WHITE HART CAFÉ
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a
mic and you provide the talent. Open
for all music, art, comedy, etc.

Why copyright your songs?
by Greg Trafidlo
Your song is copyrighted upon
its creation. It’s just not registered
with the Library of Congress.
There are private companies which
have sprung (and failed) in the past
fifteen years claiming to protect
your songs in their keep.
Protection of your intellectual
property gives you many advantages which you may
not see at the time of creation.
Affixing a copyright notice on your work
establishes a date of creation when the work was
registered. Not necessarily the year it was created.
Registration helps establish proof of ownership in
compliance with statutory formalities.
It’s not really necessary, but someday it might be
needed to show proof of ownership in court if you
feel that someone has stolen your song.
It also gives the creator additional
benefits, not the least of which is
statutory damages up to $200,000 if a
willful infringement occurs. This is well
worth the small registration fee.
Proof of copyright violation requires
two things: that the alleged violator
had access to the original work and
similarities between the original and
copied work.
Some authors, labels, and recording
artists think they can freely use anything that does
not have a copyright notice attached, but it is still
infringement. However, to protect your intellectual
property it is a good idea to register.
HOW DO I REGISTER MY SONGS?

Some people use the web to print forms for
mailing in their materials or register online.
There are three required things to submit to the
Library of Congress:
• An application form
• Filing fee for individual songs or
“compilations.” (Check with the LOC for current
costs.)
• Copies of the work (best version) with the
copyright noticed affixed.
You’ll get your certification by mail in about
eight months! (The LOC receives over 600,000
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registrations annually.) The registration is effective
the day all of your materials are received.
If you don’t submit your registration on line, it’s
best to send your package off either registered or
certified mail.
You do not have to have received your certificate
to use the copyright notice on your material. So
when you bring a song to SVSA, you can use the
“Circle C” on your song lyrics.
The good news is that if you are registering your
own songs, thus protection them from infringement.
You can also save some money by submitting
multiple songs as a compilation for one application
fee.
TYPES OF COPYRIGHT APPLICATIONS
FOR SONG WRITERS

Types of copyright applications for song writers:
The PA form is for an unpublished work. The
“PA” stands for “Performing Arts.”
You would not be copyrighting the
recording, just the song. You need to
include one copy “Best Edition” of
the work.
Use an SR form for registration
of a published or unpublished Sound
Recording; that is for a registration
of the particular sounds or recorded
performance. This requires two copies
of the “Best Edition” of the work.
Some publishers, labels, and prolific songwriters
establish a “special deposit account” with the LOC.
REWRITES

If you change the words, or music, add a bridge
or another verse, send in a PA extension form and
indicated the original registration number.
HOW LONG DOES A COPYRIGHT LAST?

Works created before 1/1/78: Life of the author
plus 50 years.
Works created after 1/1/78: Life of the author
plus 70 years.
Since many of the songs Walt Disney
Productions registered in the early years were
registered, they fought for the current extension
so the songs from the movie “Cinderella,” and
See Copyright, page 10

COP Y R I G H T

Continued from page 10

“Steamboat Willie” which
morphed into Mickey Mouse
would not lose their copyright.
All of their songs have copyright
extensions.
The song It’s a Small World
was never copyrighted by Disney,
so they don’t get any royalties
when it’s used. UNICEF asked
them to keep it free as a gift to
children around the world, and
they agreed. It’s the only song
Disney ever produced that’s NOT
copyrighted.
Called the Sonny Bono
Copyright Extended Term Act!
Works for hire or listed as
“anonymous or pseudonymous”
have protection for 95 years from
publication or 120 years from the
date of the work’s creation.
EXCEPTIONS

The registration form states
“Words and Music.” What can’t
be copyrighted?
• Chord progressions
• The overall concept of the
song

• A title or a short phrase.
Even though you can find
any three note melody line
in numerous songs, there is a
current court battle over melodic
lines, in some cases, even three
note phrases.
BUT… Melodies and the
actual lyrics are covered under
copyright protection.
If you’re using previously
published material, you must get
permission from the owner or
their estate.
IMPORTANT

Make sure everything is
spelled right on your registration
with your PRO (Performing
Rights Organization) if you are
with ASCAP, BMI or SESAC .
I’ve had listing as Greg Trafildo,
Gregory Trafidlo, a wrong birth
date, all submitted by other
claimants; including co-writers
and publishers.
“POOR MAN’S COPYRIGHT”

Some novice songwriters

10 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | AUGUST 2019

mistakenly think there are
alternatives to registering. (I was
one of them at one time.) The
belief is you can physically mail
a copy of the song to yourself,
via certified and keep it sealed.
Ever since Pitney-Bose invented
the mail dating machine for
businesses, on which any date
can be entered, the Poor Man’s
copyright went the way of the
gramophone.
Others simply think that
they are protected by putting
their songs up on YouTube, or
some other time-stamped outlet.
DON’T DO IT! If there’s ever a
court battle, it would be best to
have proper registration.
QUESTIONS?

Library of Congress
Copyright Office
101 Independence Ave. S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20559-6000
http://www.loc.gov/copyright
(202) 707-3000

The Harvester in Rocky Mount VA recently featured
three legendary folk groups, the Kingston Trio, the
Brothers Four, and the Limeliters. And, not surprisingly, the
SVSA’s Greg Trafidlo knew several of the group members.
Top left: the Limeliters.
Top right: the Kingston Trio.
Center left: the Brothers Four.
Bottom left: Greg with Steve Brooks, a friend of 25
years who met in the early days of the Folk Alliance
and the Kerrville Folk festival. Brooks has been with the
Limeliters for a year.
Bottom right: Greg with two original members of the
Brothers Four, John Paine and Bob Flick. Greg knows these
guys from when he and Tom Paxton shared a gig with the
Kingston Trio and the Brothers Four in Lancaster PA a few
years back. (Kingston Trio photo by Pat Shaver; all others
by Judy Larson.)
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SVSA member Celie
Holmes landed a beautiful
day for a gig at Beliveau
Farm Winery on September
11. She got to sing some
of her favorites for a
ribbon-cutting ceremony
celebrating the new onsite
beer brewery!

Classified Ad
FOR SALE: Guild
D-55 guitar, serial
number AD550264,
made in early 1996
at the Westerly RI
factory. Adirondack
(Red Spruce) top, with
East Indian Rosewood
back and sides. No
electronics. Comes with
the original Guild hardshell case. $1000. Call
Britt 540-745-6771.

SVSA members Sept. 2019
Kathy Acosta
David Barudin
Marc Baskind
Alice Black
Aspen Black
Clay Blevins
David Bowen
Steve Clark
Dennis Danner
Evelyn Danner
Sam Darby
Frank Dieter
Mike DeGiorgi
Charlie Divers
Paul Douglas
Mike Franke

Jerry Gilmore
Eric Mosley
Egan Green
Jake Orzalli
Mary Gordon Hall
Mollye Otis
Dale Hamilton
Charles (Jack) Page
George Harris
Mike Pearrell
Larry Helms
Dick Raymond
Dan Hildebrand
Larry Sakayama
Celie Holmes
Bob Schmucker
Matt Horner
Denise Schmucker
Josh Jones
David Simpkins
Jimmie Landry
Jeff Smith
Ashley Lucas
Bill Stanton
Barbara Martin
Greg Trafidlo
Liz McAuley
Randolph Walker
Britt Mistele
Tony Wegmann
Paul Morrissey
Bob Coulter (In Memoriam)
Sid Crosswhite (Lifetime)

12 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | AUGUST 2019

The SVSA’s
Aspen
Black plays
an open
mic at the
Dogtown
Music Hall
in Floyd VA.

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /
Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes
that the “Third Thursdays at Third
Street All Open Mic” is a great way
to share work, try out new songs
or poems, offer CDs and merch for
sale, and hang out with folks who
share your interests. The next “Third
Thursdays at Third Street all Open
Mic” will be on October 17. Sign
up begins at 6:30 and ends when
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will
immediately go into the lottery for
remaining slots at the end. Length of
performance is determined by the
number of participants. All levels of
proficiency and styles are welcome,
so long as your songs are appropriate
for all audiences.

DATE FEATURE ACT.................................. OPENING ACT
Sep 27
Oct 03
Oct 04
Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 18
Oct 25

The Entwined..........................................Bill Stanton
1st Thurs Guitar Pull / Song Circle........Jim Page
Mike Pearrell...........................................Bob Schmucker
Special Show: 14th Annual Feel Good Tour
3rd Thurs All Open Mic............................David & Lee Ann Amos
Steve Smith................................................TBA
SVSA Showcase........................................no opener

SVSA member
Mike Pearrell has
appeared as an
opener and as a
headliner at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse.

3rd Street Coffeehouse also holds
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song
Circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted
by Jim Page, performers can bring
new material or play cover songs.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign
up. Performers will get to play two
or three songs in an in-the-round
setting. The next “First Thursday
Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be held
October 3.

3rd Street Coffeehouse,
established in 1987, is open every
Friday evening. Opening act
performances last from 7:30-8:30
p.m.; feature performer from 8:3010:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smokefree, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge

venue. A hat is passed for donations
to the featured performers.
If you’re interested in opening a
show or headlining a night at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse, contact Josh
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.
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Photo by Christina Gonzalez-Green

3rd Street Coffeehouse is
located at Trinity United Methodist
Church at 305 Mountain Ave SW,
Roanoke VA.
More info can be found online
at www.roanoke.com Events
Calendar and on Facebook.

On September 13, SVSA members Mike Franke (left) and Bob Schmucker joined performing songwriter
Wayne Willingham at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA for a Songwriters Special night. The trio swapped
songs and stories for an enthusiastic audience.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
DAVID SIMPKINS

ALICE BLACK

Oct 4, 3rd Street Coffeehouse, backing headliner Mike
Pearrell with Kathy Acosta, Marc Baskind, and Britt
Mistele, 7:30-8:00 p.m., Trinity United Methodist Church,
305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA, 540.761.1351.

Oct 5, JAM/YMCA fundraiser, 2:00 p.m., Sunken City
Brewery, Roanoke VA.

MARC BAskind

Sept 29, St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church Service, with
Randolph Walker, 11:00 a.m., Roanoke VA.
Oct 3, South Sioux City Library, 7:00 p.m., Sioux City NE.
Oct 4, National Traditional Country Music Festival, Fremont
NE.
Oct 5, Wichita Public Library (downtown), creative writing
workshop, 1-3:00 p.m., Wichita KS.
Oct 6, Derby Public Library, creative writing workshop,
2-4:00 p.m., Derby KS.
Oct 7, Hays Public Library, 6:00 p.m., Hays KS.
Oct 9, Scott County Arts Council / Public School program,
10:00 a.m., Scott City KS.
Oct 10, Great Bend Public Library, 6:30 p.m., Great Bend KS.
Oct 12, Prairie Museum of Art & History, 5:30 p.m., Colby KS.
Oct 13, Dorothy Bramlage Public Library, 1:30 p.m.,
Junction City KS.
Oct 14, Abilene Public Library, 7:00 p.m., Abilene KS.
Oct 25, Will Rogers Award Ceremony, 7:00 p.m., Ft. Worth
TX.
Oct 25-27, Red Steagall Gathering, Ft. Worth TX.

Sunday evenings (with exceptions), Luigi’s Restaurant,
solo background, 6-9:00 p.m., Roanoke VA.
Sept 28, Heritage Days Kickoff, with the Beach Nite Band,
2:45-5:00 p.m., Bluff City TN.
Oct 4, 3rd Street Coffeehouse, backing headliner Mike
Pearrell with Kathy Acosta, David Simpkins, and Britt
Mistele, 7:30-8:00 p.m., Trinity United Methodist Church,
305 Mountain Ave SW, Roanoke VA, 540.761.1351.
Oct 26, Big Lick Tropical Grill, with the Heat Of The Night
Band, 8-11:00 p.m., Lynchburg VA.
Sept 20, Heritage Festival, with the Beach Nite Band, 6-9:00
p.m., Cedar Bluff VA.

ASPEN & ALICE BLACK
Sept 27, Library of Virginia Showcase, 3:00 p.m., Richmond
VA.
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ASPEN BLACK with Kerry Grombacher

SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,”
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

songwriter sessions

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Josh Jones

The Entwined

Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

SONGWRITER SESSIONS — The CD was

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from reallife ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony
by Adonna Lemon.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.
“The record industry discovered some
time ago that there aren’t that many
people who actually like music. For
a lot of people, music’s annoying, or
at the very least they don’t need it.
They discovered if they could sell
music to a lot of those people, they
could sell a lot more records.”

~ T-Bone Burnett

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

