
The next meeting of

the SVSA will be held

WedNeSdAY NOV 20  

in the LL Rice Room at 

the Jefferson Center 

in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Doors will open at 

7 p.m.; the meeting 

begins promptly at 

NOVEMBER FEATURE ARTiclE

Mother knows best:
Cross pollinating piano and guitar

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
DUE BE
DUE BE

DUE
Pay $35 at a meeting
or pay on our website

7:30 and will last until 

the last song critique is 

finished, or 10:30 p.m., 

whichever comes first.

Members may submit 

one song for critique (on 

cassette, CD, phone, 

computer, or you can 

perform it live) and should 

provide at least 25 

copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited 

to members only 

but non-members 

and guests are 

encouraged to sit in on 

the discussions and 

exercises.
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SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

LARRY HELMS

by Larry Helms
My mother was a good pianist 

who both read and played by ear. 
She’d shown me as a kid the efficient 
way to go from C to F to G, making 
the fewest finger movements. Over 
decades, I’d done the exercise a few 
dozen times, I suppose, absently 
stopping by the piano while on the 
way to do something else.

Years might pass between the 
exercises, though, and I’d sometimes 
have to remind myself  how to get 
from the F to the G. Despite know-
ing some theory from guitar, I don’t 
think I thought in terms of  what 
order I was playing these piano 1-3-5 
triads in. It was a rote thing.

A few years ago, I added a few 
minutes of  this piano plunking after 
my guitar session for the day. I’d do 
the C-F-G progression a few times 
and maybe the C scale, but ten or fif-
teen minutes were about the limit to 
the fascination with that. I added the 
left-hand version of  the exercise, re-
membering that some piano players 
use both hands. I moved on to other 
keys and repeated the 1-4-5 routine, 
then added the relative minors.

Within a couple months, I sup-
pose, I could play a handful of  songs 
I knew from guitar. They were two-
handed, with a passable right-hand 
melody line and left-hand chordal 
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

See Feature, page 3

accompaniment, but they were 
wooden and lifeless. They were 
piano versions of  what you do on 
a guitar, and I began to see they 
aren’t entirely interchangeable 
approaches.

I kept at it, resentfully, irri-
tated that progress was slow but 
driven by stubbornness not to quit 
something I’d started. I added 
practicing the major and minor 
scales for nearly all the keys (who 
plays in Abm?) I got fairly good 
at hearing the blues notes for any 
scale. I don’t know if  my idea of  
the blues notes completely match-
es what is taught, since I’ve tried 
to keep this a sound exercise.

Sticking with the sound is the 
beauty of  the thing. I’ve writ-
ten here before how I wasted 
years playing guitar songs I’d 
learned from fakebooks in col-
lege. I may’ve been in my thirties 
or forties before I was routinely 
consciously aware whether I was 
playing a 1-4-5 song or a 5-4-1 
song. Going at piano strictly by 
sound and the theory I know from 

guitar has made me more aware how 
inefficiently I’ve approached guitar.

A new revelation was finding the 
relative fluidity of  the key of  Gb on 
the piano. There’s nothing special 
about the key, of  course—same 
old sequence of  whole and half  
steps. But it’s one of  the keys played 
mainly on the blacks (six of  eight 
in the major scale). It was easier to 
improvise melodies than I’d found 
it to be in the all-white keys of  C 
and Am. I think it may be that I was 
subconsciously biased to staying in 
the triad notes of  the current chord 
in the white keys and that I felt freer 
to roam over any of  the notes of  the 
scale in the black key of  Gb. Now I 
feel equally freed in black and white 
keys.

I’ve recently moved on to the 
fancier piano chords in each key, like 
the suspendeds and the augmenteds 
and the lousy-sounding diminisheds. 
I’d forced myself  to know what they 
were and how they were made as a 
guitar player, but I’d have to relearn 
time and again because I never fully 
integrated the knowledge.

The piano takes them from 
the esoteric and forbidding to just 
more formulae, since they’re so 
obvious on the linear keyboard 
compared with the fretboard. (I 
think that’s because you have to 
think which note in a guitar chord 
is the first or third or fifth tone, 
whereas it’s just screaming its 
identity on the keyboard.)

By no means can I play piano 
yet. But I can sit and pound out 
an approximation of  any random 
Christmas carol that would serve 
to accompany a Sunday School 
class of  tone-deaf  third-graders. 
I can use the piano for writing 
songs.

But the greatest benefit has 
been an enhanced understanding 
of  guitar. The guitar is just not a 
very intuitive device. You have 
that primary G chord form you 
learn the first week you pick up a 
guitar, and the thing is worthless 
for anything else (nobody does 
that extreme barre thing up the 
neck to preserve the standard G 
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F E A T U R E Continued from page 2

position). There are no one-offs like that on the piano 
keyboard. It just repeats and repeats in the most 
dependable linear fashion. I still have to think of  how 
to make a Gsus anywhere on the guitar, but I can 
do four variations of  it without much thought on a 
piano.

Because the theoretical structure is so much more 
apparent on the piano, the guitar has become more 
accessible and friendlier. I’m finally almost there with 
internalizing the five standard scale positions up the 
neck in any key, switching among pentatonic, major, 
and minor in each box. 

So thanks, Mom, for the little lesson. I was a fool 
not to take better advantage of  the opportunity.

Black wins coveted award
SVSAer Alice Black won the 2019 international Western 

Music Association’s liz Masterson crescendo Award at last 
night’s event in Albuquerque, New Mexico. She placed in 
the top five in 2017 and 2018; this year she landed the top 
spot.

in addition to the award statuette, Alice also received 
one of two guitars that were bequests of the estate of liz 
Masterson, for whom the award is named. The other guitar 
was awarded last year.

SVSAer Mary Gordon Hall probably did not have to 
sing for her recent supper of blue crabs. Say -- if you 
hold one up to your ear, can you hear the ocean?
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Latest SVSA Songwriters Showcase 
was a runaway success

LARRY HELMS
MIKE PEARRELL

BILL STANTON MIKE DiGIORGI

A fine turnout at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA.
The showcase was held October 25.
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SVSA Songwriters Showcase
features top performers

EGAN GREEN

MICKEY NELSON

DAN HILDEBRAND

STEVE LANGSTON

More showcases per year mean more performance 
opportunities for SVSA members.
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Meeting Notes
Seventeen SVSA members 

and three guests attended the 
October meeting.

Addressing a potential 
scheduling conflict with the 
Jefferson Center regarding 
holding the November meeting 
a week early, President Mike 
DeGiorgi announced a couple 
of  options. In the end, the 
problem was resolved and the 
November meeting will be held 
in the usual place.

This year’s holiday party 
will be held December 7, once 
again at the home of Larry 
and Judy Helms. Further info, 
directions, and RSVP protocol 
for this traditional event will be 
sent out via Google Groups.

Board member and 
assistant secretary Bill Stanton 
will be updating the Open Mic 
section of  the SVSA Music 
News newsletter. He plans to 
have that done by the January 
edition.

Despite allegations of  
collusion and corruption at 
the top as well as widespread 
rumors of  ongoing quid pro 
quo violations, the SVSA re-
elected the current officers and 
board members for 2020.

It was noted that not only 
would the November meeting 
be held a week early but also 
that in keeping with tradition 
there would be no meeting in 
December. This publication will 
take December off  as well.  

~ Bill Stanton

In late October, the Red Steagall Gathering in Ft. Worth TX saw SVSAer 
Aspen Black win the Will Rogers Medallion Award with her poetry CD, 
Tales From the Road,  that features 15 original western poems.

Bill Stanton was one of several SVSAers to perform at the John Prine Pre-
Concert festivities at 3rd Street Coffeehouse on November 2.



7  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  | NOVEMBER  2019

3rd Street Coffeehouse 
seeks new logo, as 
well as openers and 
headlining acts

3rd Street is looking for a new logo to brand 
its website and other things (like new coffee mugs, 
bumperstickers, etc.). If  you’re a graphic artist 
or even just a regular Joe (or Jane) that likes to 
draw, submit your concept or design by email to 
rjschmucker@cox.net. The top designer will win 
a $100 combined cash and gift certificate package. 
For more details, check 3rd Street Coffeehouse’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/3rd-
Street-Coffeehouse-190361914329993/.

Lastly, if  you are interested in being a feature 
or opening act in 2020, we are currently booking. 
Contact our booking agent Josh Jones by 
email – booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com. Don’t 
procrastinate; feature dates are going fast!

Musicians needed for annual event
Former SVSA member Marian Mcconnell notes that 

the Rescue Mission of Roanoke is in need of performing 
musicians -- solos, duos, and groups -- to perform on 
Thanksgiving morning, Thurs Nov 28, between 9:00-10:30 
a.m. at various locations in downtown Roanoke VA. The 
event is the 14th Annual Atlantic Union Bank Drumstick 
Dash -- a 5K race and family walk to benefit the Rescue 
Mission. contact marian.mcconnell@rescuemission.net 
or call 540.343.7227 ext 6930 for more information.

SVSA-ers Aspen and 
Alice Black lead their 
Ukulele for Adults 
workshop in Silver City 
NM earlier this month.

SVSA re-elects 2019
officers for 2020 term

At the November regular monthly meeting, 
SVSA members re-elected the entire 2019 slate 
of  officers and board members for 2020. Ready 
to serve for one more year are President Mike 
DeGiorgi, Vice President Ashley Lucas, Treasurer 
Mike Franke, Secretary David Simpkins, and 
board members Larry Helms, Mollye Otis, Dennis 
Danner, and Bill Stanton.
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Evelyn and Dennis Danner look over the concert program booklet as 
SVSA supporter Gary Hunt looms in the background.

SVSA members fill the seats
at recent John Prine concert

Larry and Judy Helms settle in for 
the evening’s entertainment.

Dano and former SVSA member 
Marian McConnell snag some 
great seats.
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More crew than motley, this gang of John Prine fans are primed for the 
show. Left to right: Sally and Larry Sakayama, Britt Mistele, and Marc 
Baskind. Bill Stanton (#2) is a row behind.

Prine a hit with concert audience
including many SVSA members

Mike Pearrell teeters on the edge 
of relaxation as the show readies 
to begin.

Shenanigans were 
clearly the order of the 
evening for this rowdy 
bunch. Left to right: 
Denise Schmucker, 
Dan Hildebrand, 
Adonna Lemon, and 
Greg Trafidlo.

All photos in this 
section are by Bob 
Schmucker.
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Fan snags prized souvenir
After the John Prine concert on November 2nd at the Roanoke Performing Arts Center, SVSA 
member Dan Hildebrand’s sweetheart and musical partner Adonna Lemon was lucky enough 
to snag John Prine’s set list from one of the roadies. It will be a treasured keepsake forever.
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed 
here. We’d like to make this listing as 
comprehensive as possible. Provide the 
information in the format shown.

Also, if you should see a listing that has 
shut down, or if you know of an update 
to the current entries, drop a line to the 
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a 
vital and up-to-date source. 

BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA 

24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a 

mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.

BLINd BILL’S ReSTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve 

Guidus.

B-SIdeS
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly 

Valley Recordings.

THe CeLLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues 

jam.

CHARLeY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 7:00-

10:00 p.m. Bring your instrument and 
vocal talent! $5 food discount to the 
first 10 people to sign in. Hosted by 
Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAVOC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric 

Larsen.

dOgTOWN ROAdHOUSe
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836 
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music starts 

at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 5:30, sign-
ups for later slots begin at 7 p.m. PA 
and sound man provided.

dRAPeR MeRCANTILe & TRAdINg CO.
http://www.drapermerc.com/open-

mic-night.html
3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659 
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents welcome. 

Will provide one mic, PA assistance. 
20 minutes for musical acts, 10 for all 
others. Must be family friendly and not 
too loud/disruptive.

dUe SOUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig 

Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim 
Pakledinaz.

FATBACK SOUL SHACK
www.fatbacksoulshack.com
2440 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.251.3182
Mondays. 6:30-8:30 p.m. PA provided. 

Bring your instrument of choice and 
show us what you’ve got. All talent 
levels welcome.

5 POINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618 
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 5:00 

p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. Show 
starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy and poetry 
are welcome. This event is FREE.

FLOYd COUNTRY STORe
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/

music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563 
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. Old-

Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m. Bluegrass 
jam 4-5:30 p.m.

THe FRONT ROW
https://www.facebook.com/

thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542 
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instruments. Come rock the house.

gINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/ginas-Food-with-
Flavor/435558020265249

4145 B W Main St Salem VA 
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by 

McFadden and Holmes. Performers 
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at 
Gina’s.

gOOd TIMeS TAVeRN
https://m.facebook.com/

goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA 
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa 

Mesko.

gOSPeL CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/pages/

gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423    
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.

MAIN STReeT CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/

mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30 

p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument 
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink, 
dance, and listen to good music. No 
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.

MeLOdY HOOKAH LOUNge
https://www.facebook.com/Melody-

Hookah-Lounge-1834216276875768/
109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists, 

rappers, bands.

More Open Mic
listings on page 9
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 8
THe MILL IRON gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mill-

Iron-grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by 

Rick Selfridge.

MULLIgAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil 

Chitwood.

OBeR BReWINg COMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent, 

share some laughs and a few beers.

PARKWAY BReWeRY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com 
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes 

anyone to try their hand at music. 
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

THe Q OPeN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com 
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by 

Scott Joshway.

RAdFORd COFFee COMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/

radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NeWSFeed&fref=nf

333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock, 

poetry, etc. Small PA available.

RISINg SILO BReWeRY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00 

p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your 

instrument, open ears, and tapping 
toes. Tips encouraged for musicians, 
no cover.

RIVeR CITY gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/

Radford-Fiddle-and-Banjo-
Jam-191719767524461/

103 Third St. Radford VA 24141
540.629.2130
Mondays. 7-10:00 p.m. Radford Fiddle 

& Banjo bluegrass jam. Hosted by 
Chris Bell.

ROANOKe dIVeRSITY CeNTeR
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.

com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a 

song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or 
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided. 
Small PA, two guitars, keyboard 
available – or bring your own 
instruments (no drums but smaller 
percussion instruments allowed).

ROCK THe MIC - ROANOKe
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound, 

lights, merchandise table, sponsor 
giveaways. Loud rock and blues 
improv, covers, and shows.

SCHOONeRS
www.schoonersbar.org
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.563.4956
Tuesdays 8-11:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument. Hosted by Tim Rowlett.

SOARINg RIdge CRAFT BReWeRS 
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and 

share your sound, or just sit back and 
cheer on the locals who share theirs. 
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.

SOUVLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.

SPIKe’S gRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming 

community of musicians from first 
timers to old timers. Come out to 
listen, come out to play, come out to 
show support for local music.

STARR HILL PILOT BReWeRY & SIde 
STAge

https://starrhill.com/tap-room-
locations/roanoke-pilot-brewery-
side-stage/

6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument and join the jam. Hosted 
by Brian Mesko.

STONeY BAdgeR TAVeRN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What 

started as an idea has become a 
community of artists that help each 
other learn and grow on stage.

SWeeT dONKeY COFFee HOUSe
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for 

announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your 
instrument or bring your friends. 

SYCAMORe deLI
http://www.sycamoredeli.com
211B Draper Rd Blacksburg VA
540.951.9817
Blacksburg Old-Time Jam. Wednesdays 

7-9:00 p.m. Open to anyone playing 
Old-Time style.

3Rd STReeT COFFeeHOUSe
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-Street-

Coffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707

1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle. 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.

3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover. 
Hosted by Aspen Black.

WHITe HART CAFé
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a 

mic and you provide the talent. Open 
for all music, art, comedy, etc.
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DATE FEATURE ACT ................................. OPENING ACT
Nov 21 3rd Thurs All Open Mic
Nov 22 Steve Langston.......................................Josh Jones
Nov 29 Dollar & Walker ......................................Root 2 Music
Dec 05 1st Thurs Guitar Pull/Song Circle
Dec 19 3rd Thurs All Open Mic

3rd Street coffeehouse, 
established in 1987, is open every 
Friday evening. Opening act 
performances last from 7:30-8:30 
p.m.; feature performer from 8:30-
10:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smoke-
free, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge 

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAY Guitar Pull /

Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAY Open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes 
that the “Third Thursdays at Third 
Street All Open Mic” is a great way 
to share work, try out new songs 
or poems, offer cDs and merch for 
sale, and hang out with folks who 
share your interests. The next “Third 
Thursdays at Third Street all Open 
Mic” will be on December 19. Sign 
up begins at 6:30 and ends when 
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will 
immediately go into the lottery for 
remaining slots at the end. length of 
performance is determined by the 
number of participants. All levels of 
proficiency and styles are welcome, 
so long as your songs are appropriate 
for all audiences.

3rd Street coffeehouse also holds 
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song 
circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Jim Page, performers can bring 
new material or play cover songs. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign 
up. Performers will get to play two 
or three songs in an in-the-round 
setting. The next “First Thursday 
Guitar Pull / Song circle” will be held 
December 5.

venue. A hat is passed for donations 
to the featured performers.

if you’re interested in opening a 
show or headlining a night at 3rd 
Street coffeehouse, contact Josh 
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email 
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.

3rd Street coffeehouse is 
located at Trinity United Methodist 
church at 305 Mountain Ave SW, 
Roanoke VA.

More info can be found online 
at www.roanoke.com Events 
calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA member Britt Mistele was one of several open mic 
participants at the recent Pre-Concert Potluck before the John 
Prine concert on November 2.
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs

ASPEN BLACK
Nov 21, “From idea To Radio,” assembly program, Mayes 

Elementary School, 9:30 a.m., Denison TX.
Nov 21, “From idea To Radio,” assembly program, Hyde Park, 

1:30 p.m., Denison TX.
Nov 22, “From idea To Radio,” assembly program, Houston & 

Terrell Elementary School, 9:30 a.m., Denison TX.
Nov 22, “The Singing cowgirls,” concert program, Waples 

Day School, 11:00 a.m., Denison TX.
Nov 22, “From idea To Radio,” assembly program, lamar 

Elementary School, 1:30 a.m., Denison TX.
Dec 12, 3rd Street coffeehouse, Acoustic christmas Show, 

7:30 p.m., Roanoke VA.

Dec 14, charlie’s Music Barn, “Milo Holt’s Western christmas 
Festival,” 1:00 p.m., Siler city Nc.

MARC BASKIND
Sunday evenings (with exceptions), luigi’s Restaurant, 

solo background, 6-9:00 p.m., Roanoke VA.

Dec 2, Roanoke county library, christmas Tree lighting, 
solo, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Roanoke VA.

Dec 8, Al’s On First, as the Marc Baskind Duo, 6-8:00 p.m., 
Pulaski VA.

Dec 28, Palisades Restaurant, solo, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Eggleston VA.

Former SVSA member Catherine Backus held a CD release party at the Spot On Kirk in Roanoke VA on 
November 14. Members of the SHE Collective opened the show. The SHE Collective (Songwriters Helping 
Eachother) is a group of woman-identified songwriters in the Roanoke Valley who strive to uplift each 
other’s work and create safe and supportive spaces for original work by marginalized voices. Formed in 
early 2019, SHE hopes to encourage musical opportunities for women in the Roanoke Music Scene. Several 
SVSA members are part of the SHE Collective: Vice President Ashley Lucas (front row left), Mollye Otis 
(front row right), and Celie Holmes (back row right). Backus is back row, third from left.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
carvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,” 
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or 
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart.  

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contradictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStorE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES from thE road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from thE hEart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LifE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“Just because it happened 
to you doesn’t mean it’s 

interesting.” 

~ Dennis Hopper
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Bill Stanton 
ELEctric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000.  

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA members Nov. 2019

Bob coulter (in Memoriam)

Sid crosswhite (lifetime)

Jerry Gilmore

Egan Green

Mary Gordon Hall

Dale Hamilton

George Harris

larry Helms

Dan Hildebrand

celie Holmes

Matt Horner

Josh Jones

Jimmie landry

Ashley lucas

Barbara Martin

liz McAuley

Britt Mistele

Paul Morrissey

Eric Mosley

Jake Orzalli

Mollye Otis

charles (Jack) Page

Mike Pearrell

Dick Raymond

larry Sakayama

Bob Schmucker

Denise Schmucker

David Simpkins

Jeff Smith

Bill Stanton

Greg Trafidlo

Randolph Walker

Tony Wegmann

Kathy Acosta

David Barudin

Marc Baskind

Alice Black

Aspen Black

clay Blevins

David Bowen

Steve clark

Dennis Danner

Evelyn Danner

Sam Darby

Frank Dieter

Mike DeGiorgi

charlie Divers

Paul Douglas

Mike Franke

Halloween is over but, as we all know, the pickin’ and grinnin’ never ends. Larry Sakayama 
sent in this photo of an Open Mic he attended recently. We could come up with a lot of 
graveyard, bones, and other skeletal remarks but the real question is this: With slim pickins 
like these, what are the mountain lion, the skunk, and the bear going to have for a meal?
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike degiorgi – President
ashley Lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
dennis danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
Salem, va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


