
The next meeting of

the SVSA will be held

WedNeSdAY JAN 22  

in the LL Rice Room at 

the Jefferson Center 

in Roanoke, Virginia. 

Doors will open at 

7 p.m.; the meeting 

begins promptly at 

JANUARY FeATURe ARTicle

Who’s your GOAT?

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
DUE BE
DUE BE

DUE
Pay $35 at a meeting
or pay on our website

7:30 and will last until 

the last song critique is 

finished, or 10:30 p.m., 

whichever comes first.

Members may submit 

one song for critique (on 

cassette, CD, phone, 

computer, or you can 

perform it live) and should 

provide at least 25 

copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited 

to members only 

but non-members 

and guests are 

encouraged to sit in on 

the discussions and 

exercises.
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SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Mike DeGiorgi
Happy New Year fellow 

songwriters. I hope 2020 brings 
new inspiration and some beautiful 
lyrical and melodic surprises to each 
of  us!

Over the holidays, I spent some 
time pondering two philosophical 
questions: First question ... is there 
such a thing as a perfect song? For 
me, the answer is ... absolutely!

I rattled off  a bunch of  titles 
in my head that I consider perfect. 
They come from different genres, 
but they share some common 
characteristics.

First, they give me goosebumps. 
That can stem from the emotional 
reaction I have to the song, or an 
intellectual sense of  how well it’s 

crafted. For example, when I hear 
Jackson Browne and Bonnie Raitt 
sing Opening Farewell the emotional 
scene painted by the lyrics, together 
with a melody that just fits ... well 
it just sounds perfect to me. When I 
listen to Billy Joel sing Just The Way 
You Are, my definition of  perfection 
shifts more toward the structure 
and arrangement of  the tune. Same 
with an old Brenda Russell song, 
Piano In The Dark. Perfect. Bridge 
Over Troubled Water. Perfect. Hey 
Nineteen. Perfect.

Now you may be thinking, 
“Those songs are okay, but perfect? 
No way.” Isn’t that the beauty of  
music though? Perfection is a relative 
term. What constitutes a perfect 

MIKE DeGIORGI
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

song for you? For me it’s the 
inventiveness and catchiness of  
the melody, the imagery in the 
lyrics and the ability to stir some 
emotional reaction from me. A 
cool arrangement helps, too. And, 
it’s gotta give me goosebumps!

Which begs the question, can 
any of  us write a perfect song? I 
think so. I’ve heard several tunes 
from SVSA members where my 
reaction is “don’t change a thing.” 
I’d be curious to hear from others, 
those tunes you consider perfect. 
It would be cool to see the various 
criteria each of  you use.

The second question I 
pondered over the holidays, 
(provoked by watching too 
much football) is this: Is there a 
songwriting GOAT (Greatest Of  
All Time)?

Again, my head started filling 
up with the names of  so many 
writers I love and respect ... Joni 
Mitchell, Carole King, James 
Taylor, Paul Simon, Donald 
Fagan, Lennon/McCartney, 
Frey/Henley, Guy Clark, Billy 

Joel ... the list is too long. How do 
you judge?

I started thinking about some 
criteria. Can they cross over into 
different genres? Was their success 
demonstrated for a short snippet of  
time or does their work span a lot 
of  years? How many hits have they 
written?

Interestingly, the name that kept 
surfacing for me isn’t a household 
name. He doesn’t even occur to 

Greatest
Of
All
Time

me when I think of  my favorite 
artists. He’s written a ton of  hit 
songs for bunch of  solo artists 
and groups, from Earth Wind 
and Fire to Celine Dion, Boz 
Scaggs, Kenny Loggins, and 
several current popular artists I’ve 
not heard of. His name ... David 
Foster. The dude has written a 
bunch of  perfect songs. 

There, I said it. Shoot me 
down. Who’s your GOAT?

An SVSA Songwriters Showcase was held Jan. 17 at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA. First-set participants shown here, left to right, are Alice Black, 
Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, Greg Trafidlo, and David Simpkins. Second-set 
participants were Larry Sakayama, Bob Schmucker, Mike DeGiorgi, and 
Jimmie Landry. (Photo by Linda Giuliano Pearrell.)
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From April 17-19, top-notch songwriters 
will give instruction across various levels 
of songwriting. Jam sessions, individual 
instruction, student showcases, and an 
evening concert with instructors will fill a 
weekend of song-writing inspiration. Tom 
Paxton, cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer, Alice 
Gerrard, and Jon Weisberger will be teaching 
at the Ashe civic center in Jefferson Nc. Go to 
http://bit.ly/2mhIKuU for registration info.

Long-time friends and SVSAers Steve Langston and Josh Jones team up at 3rd Street Coffeehouse on Nov. 22.

3rd Street coffeehouse in Roanoke VA will host a musicians 
swap meet on Sat Jan 25 from 11 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at the 
coffeehouse.

Musicians are invited to rent a table to sell or trade their 
under-used instruments, equipment or music related wares 
(including cD’s and records). Suggested donations for reserving 
tables are as follows: 

• 6 ft tables $15 in advance and $20 the day of the meet. 
• 4 ft tables $10 in advance and $15 the day of the meet.
Setup will be at 10:30 a.m. 3rd Street will promote and 

advertise along with selling coffee and donuts / pastries.
Direct any and all questions to Bob Schmucker at 

rjschmucker@cox.net

3rd Street Coffeehouse musicians 
swap meet scheduled for Jan. 25 
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Aspen Black rides 
on the Cowtown 
Opry float in the 
GM Financial 
Parade of Lights 
in downtown 
Fort Worth TX. 
According to a 
local newscast, 
200,000 people 
attended the 
November event.
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SVSA MEMBERS OPEN MIC REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ The White Horse, Black Mountain NC, Tuesdays 8:45-11:30 p.m.

by Dan Hildebrand
The White Horse is an excellent 

music destination for open mic-ers. 
It’s located about 15 miles outside 
of  downtown Asheville in the rural 
town of  Black Mountain.

The White Horse is a concert hall 
first and foremost with a beer and 
wine bar. The venue has been known 
for many years as a musician’s hub 
and continues to feature some of  the 
area’s finest local talent.

The White Horse has the real 
Asheville vibe with lots of  flannel-
wearing millennials and a sprinkling 
of  more seasoned talent as well.

The feel is cozy with lots of  
couches, pillows, and coffee tables 
in a hall that seats close to 200 with 
high ceilings and excellent sound 
quality.

 Open Mic night is Tuesdays 
from 8:45 – 11:30 p.m. HOT TIP: 
There is a great little Celtic Jam 
session before the open mic. 

Sign up is at 8:00 but if  you want 

to be guaranteed a spot be there at 
7:45. TIP: Always arrive early at 
Open Mic Nights; the regulars do. 

Adonna and I arrived at 7:30. We 
had a beer and signed up promptly at 
8:00 (we were still #7 out of  11 acts). 
Some folks got there shortly after 8 

and the slots were already 
full. 

A nice guy named Bob 
runs the Open Mic along 
with his sidekick buddy 
(an 11-year-old Golden 
Retriever). Bob does a good 
job getting performers on 
and off  stage and keeps the 
show light hearted. 

There is a professional 
sound system and a 
dedicated soundman 
included with a large 
concert stage that has a 
professional lighting system. 
There is even a baby Grand 
Piano on stage. 

Each performer is 
allowed three songs apiece, all mics, 
monitors, and levels are custom 
checked and adjusted for each 
performer. 

This particular evening boasted 
plenty of  local talent along with just 
a smidge from Franklin County VA. 
The staff, performers and everyone in 
attendance welcomed Adonna and 
me warmly.

The most uplifting part of  this 
experience as a songwriter was 
the audience. They were polled by 
performers throughout the evening 
if  “they preferred a cover song or 
an original song” it was always and 
enthusiastically an ORIGINAL! 
Amen brother.
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The SVSA’s president, Mike 
DeGiorgi, played a headlining 
gig with the Panini Brothers 
band at 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
on January 10.

The SVSA’s youngest member, Alice Black, 
entertains a large auditorium audience in 
Denison TX last November.

SVSAer Celie Holmes (right) leads Roanoke 
VA’s Star City Sounds in a program at the South 
Roanoke Nursing home  during the holidays.
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Meeting Notes
Twenty SVSA members 

and one guest attended the 
November meeting, the last 
official meeting of  2019.

This year’s holiday party 
was held December 7 once 
again at the home of Larry 
and Judy Helms. A sizeable 
turnout enjoyed great food, 
tasty beverages, marvelous 
fellowship, and stellar music.

Board member and assistant 
secretary Bill Stanton will be 
revising and updating the Open 
Mic section of  the SVSA Music 
News newsletter. See this issue 
for results.

Suggestions for some kind 
of  Songwriters’ Clearinghouse 
or Bibliography was greeted 
with enthusiasm and will be 
revisited in the New Year.

Ten new original songs 
were submitted for critique.  

~ Bill Stanton

David Barudin was the opener at 
3rd Street Coffeehouse on Jan. 10.

Larry Sakayama takes a breather after hiking to the top 
of Sharp Top, one of the three mountain peaks known 
as the Peaks Of Otter in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
overlooking the town of Bedford VA. The photo was 
snapped by the shaking, trembling, and sweating fingers 
of Mike DeGiorgi just before he collapsed in a faint.
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Roanoke’s Fret Mill 
celebrates 41st year

Fret Mill Music Co. in downtown Roanoke VA is 
heading into its 41st year. Many an SVSA member over 
the years has made a purchase or dozen at the Fret Mill. 
Trades, new instruments, strings, set-ups, repair -- they 
do it all. A big thumbs up goes to the Fret Mill and the 
SVSA wishes them the very best for their fourth decade!

The Fret Mill Music Co., 21 Salem Ave SE, 
Roanoke VA; 540-982-6686; www.fretmill.com

Sally Barris starts 
Kickstarter campaign 
to fund new CD

The Fret Mill’s Ken 
Rattenbury’s got a 
vintage banjo that’s 
looking for a new 
home.

SVSA President Mike 
DeGiorgi is passing along 
this note from Sally Barris. 
If  you have any interest 
in supporting her new CD 
production, go to the link 
at bottom of  this article to 
see her Kickstarter info. 
Over the years, Barris has 

conducted several songwriting workshops for the 
SVSA and has appeared in concert in conjunction 
with the workshops.

The reason i am writing is because i have 
recorded a new cD called Grasshopper Mile and 
i have launched a Kickstarter campaign in order 
to fund it. eleven new songs! Hooray. 

So i have a huge favor to ask. could you 
help me get the word out? i would love for all 
the Virginia songwriters that have come to the 
workshops i’ve been a part of to know about my 
campaign, but i’m not sure they are all on my 
mailing list or on Facebook.

The campaign is off to a good start so far but 
still got a ways to go, i would greatly appreciate 
any help spreading the word.

Warmly,
Sally

https://www.kickstarter.com/
projects/2028306592/grasshopper-mile-a-
new-cd-from-sally-barris

“A little borrowing now and then is 
part of the process. I’m flattered 

when other songwriters borrow from 
me. Far as I’m concerned, all the 

notes are free.”

~ Willie Nelson
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SVSA MEMBERS OPEN MIC REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ Acoustic Café, Boones Mill VA, Sat. Nov. 16

by Dan Hildebrand
The first Acoustic Café music 

showcase was held on Sat. Nov. 16th 
at the Red Valley Methodist Church 
in Boones Mill VA. The concert was 
the first in a series and was extremely 
well attended. 

The Acoustic Café fundraiser 
benefits the Rise Against Hunger 
charity and drew a crowd of  
approximately 75. 

Beverages and popcorn were 
included for guests with a donation. 

CDs were for sale as well as 
delicious baked goodies donated 
from church members.

The evening started off  with 

SVSA member Dan Hildebrand and 
“the Unicorns” (his guitar class kids) 
and a young upcoming banjo picker 
Shane Clay. The excited children 
showed extremely well in front of  
a packed house for the first time in 
their young lives.

SVSA past president Mike 
Franke was the opening act and 
beguiled the audience with his wit 
and charm in an excellent set. 

Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon 
followed as the Entwined with a 
set of  Dan’s handcrafted melodies 
including Dan’s co-written song, 
Stink Bug, a kid’s favorite. Dan and 
Adonna also mixed in a handful of  

cover tunes to round out the set.. 
The band 89 Proof closed out the 

show with a bang. 
The evening concluded with a 

lively rendition of  Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken with all of  the evening’s 
performers participating and the 
audience singing along. 

The inaugural Acoustic Café 
raised much-needed funds for the 
Rise Against Hunger foundation.

A Fall 2020 Acoustic Café event 
is currently being planned.

MIKE FRANKE
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by Bill Stanton
Last Fall, SVSA members Jeff 

Smith and I decided to work together 
both on original songs and cover 
tunes with the aim of  doing potential 
gigs in the area as we put a promo 
package together.

We call ourselves ALIAS 
STANTONSMITH (Jeff ’s idea), and 

it seemed that a great place to start would be with the 
Open Mics that are described in the SVSA Music News 
newsletter.

So, over the holidays we researched the newsletter’s 
offerings. After weeks of  telephone calls and actually 
attending and performing at actual Open Mics, here’s a 
day-by-day list we came up with:

MoNDAyS
1) ParKway Brewery - Salem: Great sound system ... 

really great crowd response ... most participants do their 
own original songs ... sign-ups start at 6:00 ... every last 
Monday of the month and first Monday of the month ... 
hosted by Betsy and The Verse.

2) FatBacK SoUl ShacK - chrIStIanSBUrg: call before 
you come out for this ... need performers ... there is an 
active open mic situation right now but only if performers 
commit to it...

NOTE: All the other Monday night listings in our newsletter 
were unresponsive or gone.

TUESDAyS
1) B-SIdeS - rocKy moUnt: First Tuesday of the month 

... 7:00-10:00 p.m. ... hosted by Dilly Valley Recordings & 
Rocky Mount Burger co. ... sounds like they bring in a 
professional unit for this.

2) Stony Badger tavern - lynchBUrg: Sounds over the 
phone like a very inviting place ...9:00-1:00 p.m.

NOTE:  No other active open mikes on Tuesdays.

WEDNESDAyS
charley’S - lynchBUrg: Definitely an active Open Mic 

experience ... first and third Wednesdays ... 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
... hosted by Jody Davis.

NOTE:  This the only active open mic I could find on Wednesdays.

THURSDAyS
1) SPIKe’S grIll: Grandin area-Roanoke ... 9:30 p.m.- closing 

... very welcoming attitude over the phone
2) 3rd Street coFFeehoUSe: Every third Thursday ... 6:30-

9:30 p.m. ... hosted by Aspen Black.
3) 3rd Street coFFeehoUSe: every first Thursday ... guitar 

pull / song circle ... 6:30-9:30 p.m. ... hosted by Jim Page.

NOTE:  No other responses for Thursdays.

FRIDAyS
1) goSPel caFe - roanoKe: Friday and Saturday nights ... 

7:00-10:00 p.m. ... very welcoming tone over the phone.
2) whIte hart caFe - lynchBUrg: First Friday of the 

month ... 7:00-10:00 p.m. ... sounds like a very consistent 
active open mic.

NOTE:  No other active open mikes on Fridays.

SATURDAyS
the mIll Iron grIll - goodvIew: Sounds like a very 

active open mic ... 8:00 p.m.-midnight ... hosted by Rick 
Selfridge.

NOTE:  No other active open mikes on Fridays.

SUNDAyS
1) dogtown roadhoUSe - Floyd: ... 6:00 p.m.-closing ... 

great sound system ... very enthusiastic audience ... sign-
ups begin at 5:30 p.m.

2) 5 PoIntS mUSIc SanctUary - roanoKe: First and third 
Sundays ... sign-ups begin at 5:30 p.m. ... another great 
sound system.

3) Floyd coUntry Store - Floyd: Old-time music 1:30-
3:30 p.m. ... bluegrass jam 4:00-5:30 p.m.

That’s all, folks. I hope this is helpful for all SVSA 
members for future reference.

Area open mics offer a variety of opportunities

JEFF SMITH
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Submit any Open Mics that are not listed 
here. We’d like to make this listing as 
comprehensive as possible. Provide 
the information in the format shown.

Also, if you should see a listing that has 
shut down, or if you know of an update 
to the current entries, drop a line to the 
SVSA gmail address. Let’s keep this a 
vital and up-to-date source. 

BILLY’S BARN
http://www.the-cellar.com/
1790 Thompson Memorial Dr Salem VA 

24153
540.728.0270
Mondays. 7-10 p.m. Artists receive a 

mixed mp3 and a chance at $500.

BLINd BILL’S ReSTAURANT
https://blindbills.com
6724 White House Rd Huddleston VA
540.297.6078
Fridays. 8:00 p.m. Hosted by Steve 

Guidus.

B-SIdeS
https://bsides33.com/
467 Franklin St Rocky Mount VA
540.456.2337
Tuesdays 7-10:00 p.m. Hosted by Dilly 

Valley Recordings.

THe CeLLAR
http://www.the-cellar.com/
302 N Main St Blacksburg VA 24060
540.953.0651
Mondays. 9:00 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Blues 

jam.

CHARLeY’S
http://www.charleyslynchburg.com/
707 Graves Mill Rd Lynchburg VA
434.237.5988
1st and 3rd Wednesdays of month. 

7:00-10:00 p.m. Bring your instrument 
and vocal talent! $5 food discount to 
the first 10 people to sign in. Hosted 
by Jodie Davis.

CLUB HAvoC
http://clubhavoc.net/author/

jojohavoc
202 Market Sq Roanoke VA
540.343.6644
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m. Hosted by Eric 

Larsen.

dogToWN RoAdHoUSe
www.dogtownroadhouse.com
302 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.6836 
Sundays. All ages. No cover. Music 

starts at 6 p.m. Sign-ups begin at 
5:30, sign-ups for later slots begin at 7 
p.m. PA and sound man provided.

dRAPeR MeRCANTILe & TRAdINg 
Co.

http://www.drapermerc.com/open-
mic-night.html

3054 Greenbriar Rd Draper VA 24324
540.994.5659 
Fridays. 6-8:30 p.m. All talents 

welcome. Will provide one mic, PA 
assistance. 20 minutes for musical 
acts, 10 for all others. Must be family 
friendly and not too loud/disruptive.

dUe SoUTH BBQ
www.duesouthbbq.com
1465 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.381.2922
Wednesdays. 6-10:00 p.m. In the Pig 

Pen. Hosted by Rick Krajnyak and Tim 
Pakledinaz.

FATBACK SoUL SHACK
www.fatbacksoulshack.com
2440 Roanoke St Christiansburg VA
540.251.3182
Mondays. 6:30-8:30 p.m. PA provided. 

Bring your instrument of choice and 
show us what you’ve got. All talent 
levels welcome.

5 PoINTS MUSIC SANCTUARY
http://www.5pointsmusic.com/
1217 Maple Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.795.5618 
1st and 3rd Sundays. Doors open at 

5:00 p.m. Sign-up begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Show starts at 6:00 p.m. Comedy 
and poetry are welcome. This event is 
FREE.

FLoYd CoUNTRY SToRe
http://www.floydcountrystore.com/

music/sunday-music-jam
206 S Locust St Floyd VA 24091
540.745.4563 
Sundays. All ages. No cover charge. 

Old-Time music 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Bluegrass jam 4-5:30 p.m.

FoRK IN THe MARKeT
http://www.fork.rocks/fitm/
32 Market Sq SE Ste 128 Roanoke VA
540.400.0644 
Wednesdays. 8:30 p.m.-? make a 

little noise or listen to great local 
musicians. Sound system, keyboard, 
maybe even a guitar or two!

THe FRoNT RoW
https://www.facebook.com/

thefrontrowsalemave/
356 Salem Ave Roanoke VA
540.345.1542 
Thursdays. 8:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instruments. Come rock the house.

gINA’S
https://www.facebook.com/

pages/ginas-Food-with-
Flavor/435558020265249

4145 B W Main St Salem VA 
540.404.3867
Fridays. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Hosted by 

McFadden and Holmes. Performers 
eat free. Musicians contact Peggy at 
Gina’s.

good TIMeS TAveRN
https://m.facebook.com/

goodtimestavern540/
3107 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA 
540.849.7407
Open Mic / Jam Session
Tuesdays. 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Melissa 

Mesko.

goSPeL CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/pages/

gospel-Cafe/392559714096332
926 Indiana Ave NE Roanoke VA
540.314.1423    
Fri and Sat nights. 7-10 p.m.

MAIN STReeT CAFé
https://www.facebook.com/

mainstreetcafe434/
521 N Main St South Boston VA
434.738.3524
Thursdays. Open Mic / Open Jam 8:30 

More Open Mic
listings on page 12
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS
Continued from page 11

p.m.-12:30 a.m. Bring your instrument 
and jam! Or just sit and eat, drink, 
dance, and listen to good music. No 
cover charge. Hosted by Mike Warren.

MeLodY HooKAH LoUNge
https://www.facebook.

com/Melody-Hookah-
Lounge-1834216276875768/

109 N Main St Blacksburg VA
540.739.3377
Sundays. 9-??:00 p.m.
Musicians, singers, comedians, artists, 

rappers, bands.

THe MILL IRoN gRILL
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mill-

Iron-grill-114614645259055/
10190 Stewartsville Rd Goodview VA
540.890.4766
Saturdays 8-midnight
All levels of talent welcome. Hosted by 

Rick Selfridge.

MULLIgAN’S
http://mulligansbarandgrill.info/
6419 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.265.7484
Mondays. 8-11 p.m. Hosted by Phil 

Chitwood.

oBeR BReWINg CoMPANY
http://www.oberbrewing.com/
1443 Lakeside Cir Salem VA
540.404.0050
Fridays 6-9:30 p.m.
Bring your friends, show your talent, 

share some laughs and a few beers.

PARKWAY BReWeRY
http://www.parkwaybrewing.com 
739 Kessler Mill Rd Salem VA
540.404.9810
Mondays 4-8:00 p.m.
Majestic Mic jamboree welcomes 

anyone to try their hand at music. 
Hosted by Eric Larsen.

THe Q oPeN MIC
http://www.theqlive.com 
8118 Plantation Rd Roanoke VA
540.362.8437
Wednesdays 8:30 p.m. - ?
15 minute set. PA provided. Hosted by 

Scott Joshway.

RAdFoRd CoFFee CoMPANY
https://www.facebook.com/

radfordcoffeeco/?hc_
ref=NeWSFeed&fref=nf

333 W Main St Radford VA
540.838.2399
Saturdays. 6-9:00 p.m. Acoustic, rock, 

poetry, etc. Small PA available.

RISINg SILo BReWeRY
www.RisingSiloBrewery.com
2351 Glade Rd Blacksburg VA
410.596.1200
Monthly Irish Jam. Fridays, 7-9:00 

p.m. Sit-ins welcome. Bring your 
instrument, open ears, and tapping 
toes. Tips encouraged for musicians, 
no cover.

RoANoKe dIveRSITY CeNTeR
http://www.roanokediversitycenter.

com
806 Jamison Ave SE Roanoke VA
540.491.4165
1st Fridays. Play an instrument, sing a 

song, read a poem, sing karaoke, or 
just enjoy. No cover. Snacks provided. 
Small PA, two guitars, keyboard 
available – or bring your own 
instruments (no drums but smaller 
percussion instruments allowed).

RoCK THe MIC - RoANoKe
http://www.kingdomofrock.com/
Rosetti’s Family Bistro
202 Market St Roanoke VA
Wednesdays and Fridays. Killer sound, 

lights, merchandise table, sponsor 
giveaways. Loud rock and blues 
improv, covers, and shows.

SCHooNeRS
www.schoonersbar.org
7226 Williamson Rd Roanoke VA
540.563.4956
Tuesdays 8-11:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument. Hosted by Tim Rowlett.

SoARINg RIdge CRAFT BReWeRS 
http://www.soaringridge.com/
523 Shenandoah Ave NW, Roanoke VA
540.339.9776
Fridays 6-9:00 p.m. Take the stage and 

share your sound, or just sit back and 
cheer on the locals who share theirs. 
Hosted by Betsy in The Verse.

SoUvLAKI
http://www.eatsouvlaki.com/
1154 E Main St Radford VA
540.633.0555
Wednesdays 6-8:00 p.m. Open to all.

SPIKe’S gRILL
https://m.facebook.com/spikes.grill/
1914 Memorial Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.345.9744
Thursdays 9:30-close. A welcoming 

community of musicians from first 
timers to old timers. Come out to 
listen, come out to play, come out to 
show support for local music.

STARR HILL PILoT BReWeRY & SIde 
STAge

https://starrhill.com/tap-room-
locations/roanoke-pilot-brewery-
side-stage/

6 Old Whitmore Ave Roanoke VA
540.685.2012
Mondays. 6-9:00 p.m. Bring your own 

instrument and join the jam. Hosted 
by Brian Mesko.

SToNeY BAdgeR TAveRN
http://www.stoneybadgertavern.com/
3009 Old Forest Rd Lynchburg VA
434.384.3004
Tuesdays. 9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m. What 

started as an idea has become a 
community of artists that help each 
other learn and grow on stage.

SWeeT doNKeY CoFFee HoUSe
http://www.sweetdonkeycoffee.com/
2108 Broadway Ave SW Roanoke VA
540.491.0004
Every other Friday (check web site for 

announcement). 6-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Charissa Morrison. Bring your 
instrument or bring your friends. 

3Rd STReeT CoFFeeHoUSe
https://m.facebook.com/3rd-Street-

Coffeehouse-190361914329993
Trinity United Methodist Church
305 Mountain Ave SW Roanoke
540.309.4707

1st Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle. 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Smoke-free, alcohol-
free, no cover. Hosted by Jim Page.

3rd Thursday Open Mic. 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Smoke-free, alcohol-free, no cover. 
Hosted by Aspen Black.

WHITe HART CAFé
http://www.thewhitehartcoffee.com/
1208 Main St Lynchburg VA
434.207.5600
Fridays. 6-9:00 p.m. We will provide a 

mic and you provide the talent. Open 
for all music, art, comedy, etc.
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DATE FEATURE ACT ................................. OPENING ACT
Jan 24 Steve Guidus ......................................... The Friskies
Jan 25 Musicians Swap Meet
Jan 31 The Entwined ..................................... Betsy Biesenbach
Feb 6 1st Thurs Guitar Pull/Song Circle
Feb 7 The Currys .............................................. Two To Tango
Feb 14 Root 2 Music .......................................... Britt Mistele
Feb 20 3rd Thurs All Open Mic

3rd Street coffeehouse, 
established in 1987, is open every 
Friday evening. Opening act 
performances last from 7:30-8:30 
p.m.; feature performer from 8:30-
10:00 p.m. 3rd Street is a smoke-
free, alcohol-free, no-cover-charge 

3rd Street Coffeehouse
FIRST THURSDAy Guitar Pull /

Song Circle
THIRD THURSDAy open Mic
SVSA member Aspen Black notes 
that the “Third Thursdays at Third 
Street All Open Mic” is a great way 
to share work, try out new songs 
or poems, offer cDs and merch for 
sale, and hang out with folks who 
share your interests. The next “Third 
Thursdays at Third Street all Open 
Mic” will be on February 20. Sign 
up begins at 6:30 and ends when 
the list is full (15). Beyond 15 will 
immediately go into the lottery for 
remaining slots at the end. length of 
performance is determined by the 
number of participants. All levels of 
proficiency and styles are welcome, 
so long as your songs are appropriate 
for all audiences.

3rd Street coffeehouse also holds 
a “First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song 
circle” from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hosted 
by Jim Page, performers can bring 
new material or play cover songs. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. to sign 
up. Performers will get to play two 
or three songs in an in-the-round 
setting. The next “First Thursday 
Guitar Pull / Song circle” will be held 
February 6.

venue. A hat is passed for donations 
to the featured performers.

if you’re interested in opening a 
show or headlining a night at 3rd 
Street coffeehouse, contact Josh 
Jones at 540-761-1351 or email 
Booking.thirdstreet@gmail.com.

3rd Street coffeehouse is 
located at Trinity United Methodist 
church at 305 Mountain Ave SW, 
Roanoke VA.

More info can be found online 
at www.roanoke.com events 
calendar and on Facebook.

SVSA members Alice and 
Aspen Black sign the ceiling 
at 3rd Street Coffeehouse.
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3rd Street
Coffeehouse
rebrands
with new logo

by Bob Schmucker
Early last fall, the 3rd Street 

Coffeehouse volunteer team 
got together to review the years 
accomplishments and discuss goals 
and objectives for 2020. Among 
the goals discussed was the need to 
replace the 30th anniversary logo, 

which had been adopted in 2017.
A new logo was needed 

that more clearly defined the 
coffeehouse as primarily a music 
venue and listening room. The new 
logo would potentially draw more 
people and distinguish 3rd Street 
from coffeehouses where music 
is of  lesser importance. An open 
competition would be held to solicit 
designs or design concepts.

A smaller group was formed 

to draft a solicitation notice and 
identify the key concepts that the 
new logo should incorporate. A 
$100 prize was approved; one which 
was within budget constraints but 
admittedly well below the fee that 
professional graphic designers 
normally get for a professional logo 
design.

The competition formally 
kicked off  on October 16th with a 
Facebook posting. 

The next move was to expand 
the internal team of  Josh Jones, 

Dan Hildebrand, Adonna Lemon, 
Marc Baskind, Aspen Black, Alice 
Black, Mike Franke, Mollye Otis, 
and Denise & Bob Schmucker. 
Added were long time stakeholders 
and SVSA members Greg Trafidlo, 
David Simpkins, Kathy Acosta, 
and Britt Mistele. The additional 
team members were chosen for 
their technical expertise in graphic 
design, professional marketing 
and media experience, and a true 
understanding of  the goals of  the 

Julie Elms and Bob 
Schmucker reveal 
the new 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse logo.

See New Logo, page 15
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SVSA Performing Members’
Upcoming Gigs

GREG TRAFIDLO
Feb 15, House concert in-The-Round with David Simpkins, 

Marc Baskind, Britt Mistele, Mike Pearrell, and Kathy 
Acosta. Bridgewater VA.

Apr 3, “First Friday” coffeehouse series with Mike Franke, 
Shepherdstown WV.

DAVID SIMPKINS
Feb 15, House concert in-The-Round with Greg Trafidlo, 

Marc Baskind, Britt Mistele, Mike Pearrell, and Kathy 
Acosta. Bridgewater VA.

Apr 3, “SMAc Showcase” with SVSA line-up to be 
announced. Moneta VA.

May 9, Floyd country Store “Americana Afternoons 
Songwriters Showcase” with Greg Trafidlo, Mike Pearrell, 
Mike Franke, Britt Mistele, and Kathy Acosta. Noon-3:00 
p.m. Downtown Floyd VA.

N E W  L O G O Continued from page 14

coffeehouse. 
After the final designs were 

submitted for review, a team 
evaluation of  each proposed design 
was held in December. The team 
agreed that a design submitted 
by graphic designer Julie Elms 
of  Lynchburg VA came closest to 
meeting the goals and was declared 
the winner.

But like any good SVSA 
critique, we had some stars and a 
few wishes. Working with Elms 
over the next few weeks, the team 
requested that she enhance the 

design 
with an old 
radio style 
microphone 
and a bit of  
reformatting 
of  text. 
The revised 
design was 
then formally 
adopted as the 
new logo of  3rd Street Coffeehouse.

On January 1, 2020, the logo 
was officially changed on the 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse Facebook page. 

On January 10, Julie Elms joined 
Bob Schmucker on-stage at 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse to be recognized 
for winning the competition, for her 
professionalism, and for her lasting 
contribution to the coffeehouse.

To date, the new logo has 
received enthusiastic praise by 
friends of  3rd Street Coffeehouse 
across the nation. 3rd Street plans 
to continue efforts to define and 
promote the best listening room in 
Southwest Virginia.

Julie Elms’ website is https://
www.behance.net/julielynnelms

JUlIe elmS

(AT LEFT) Is it Santa? Is it Frosty The 
Snowman? Nope, it’s former SVSA 
president Larry Sakayama at 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse with the Panini 
Brothers band on January10.
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SVSA members Bob and Denise Schmucker are enthusiastic 
supporters of The Atlantic Union Bank Drumstick DASH. The 
DASH is an annual running race consisting of a 5K USA Track & 
Field certified route held on Thanksgiving morning in Roanoke 
VA. The theme last year was “move your feet so others can eat” 
- and the charity funds will help the Roanoke Rescue Mission 
continue to provide more than 250,000 meals to homeless and 
hungry families. With musicians providing entertainment along 
the way, the route wound through downtown Roanoke starting 
at Williamson and Franklin Roads, ending on the historic 
Roanoke City Market.
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It’s a win and a thrill for all SVSAers
when one of our members gets a splash in local

media. Recently, our youngest member, Alice Black, was 
featured in the Franklin news-Post and in the roanoke times.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
carvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include “I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford,” “Time is a Mountain,” 
and “The Tumbler.” Buy it from CD Baby or 
contact Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart.  

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contradictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStorE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES from thE road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from thE hEart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LifE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“Heartbreak can definitely 
give you a deeper 

sensibility for writing 
songs. I drew on a lot of 
heartbreak when I was 
writing my first album,” 

~ Adele
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Bill Stanton 
ELEctric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000.  

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

SVSA Treasurer Greg Trafidlo was thrilled to pose for a 
photo by SVSAer Kathy Acosta during a recent visit to the 
Taubman Museum Of Art in downtown Roanoke VA.

SVSA Vice President Ashley 
Lucas enjoys the first snowfall 

of the season with her daughter 
Everly and a family pet.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike degiorgi – President
ashley Lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
dennis danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
Salem, va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


