
Due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the 
next few meetings 
of the SVSA will be 
cancelled.

Normally, meetings 
are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month in the LL Rice 

MARCH FeATURe ARTiCle

Know your ingredients

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
DUE BE
DUE BE

DUE
Pay $35

on our website

Room at the Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke VA at 
7:30 p.m. and end when 
the last song critique 
is finished, or at 10:30 
p.m., whichever comes 
first.

Details are being 
worked out to facilitate 

on-line live meetings 
and critique 
submissions; check 
your inbox for SVSA 
emails containing the 
latest info.

Let’s all be safe out 
there and keep writing 
songs!

M A R C H  2 0 2 0

SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Mike DeGiorgi
We’ve all gotten used to looking 

at the labels on our food products 
to help determine whether what 
we’re buying is healthy ... or slowly 
killing us. Most of  us also know 
that ingredients are listed in order 
of  the volume they take up in the 
preparation and packaging.

It’s no secret that the more 
processed the food item, the more 
ingredients like salt, sugar, and 
various chemical additives rise to the 
top of  the list. Sadly, those additions 
usually sell a lot more product.

If  you use food as a metaphor 
for a song, there are some interesting 
parallels: Most of  us in SVSA 
produce “all natural, organic” 
songs, with little or no processing. 

The ingredients are simple: melody, 
lyrics and accompaniment (usually a 
single or primary instrument).

We are only constrained by our 
knowledge and skill as musicians, 
yet most of  us also rely on some 
pretty standard ways of  structuring 
these tunes. Hence the common 
complaint you hear from a lot of  
writers is that all their food starts to 
taste the same to them.

If  you have a favorite genre you 
write from, it can become easy (and 
predictable) to see that there is a 
typical order to the ingredients. Like 
to write folk music? Then the lyrics 
will typically be at the forefront 
and the song structure supports 
that simplicity (Think Bob Dylan, 

MIKE DeGIORGI
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

Tangled Up In Blue). There’s 
no chorus and no bridge, just a 
repetitive melody and a hook (the 
title) at the end of  each verse. It’s 
a great song, but if  everything 
you wrote followed that list 
of  ingredients, you might lose 
people over time.

If  you want to break out 
of  your comfort zone, it might 
be fun to play with some new 
ingredients.

Oddly missing from many 
of  the songs we present is a clear 
groove or signature beat that 
becomes the predominant feature 
of  the song. I mean it’s at the very 
top of  the ingredients list. If  you 
like Hip Hop, R&B, Rock, even 
contemporary Country and you 
want to move your music more in 
that direction, you might want to 
try experimenting with different 
beats and rhythms, before you 
even pick up your instrument of  

choice. Let the groove stand out, 
then write your lyrics and melody to 
support the groove.

Signature bass lines can perform 
the same function. Listen to a bunch 
of  them, then tweak enough to have 
your own. Then start writing.

Sometimes, just a slight shift 
in the order of  ingredients makes 
a huge difference. I was recently 
watching a documentary about the 
history of  Motown Records. Smokey 
Robinson had just written a song he 
thought was destined to be a hit.

Motown had a quality review 
process, similar to the way we 
critique songs in SVSA. You had 
to present your song to a group 
of  writers, producers, marketing 
people, secretaries and accountants. 
They would listen and before 
getting granular in their critiques, 
they just had to state whether they 
thought the song would be a hit ... 
a subjective, but very simple and 

brutal metric.
The group didn’t think Tracks 

Of  My Tears would be a hit. 
Why? Well Smokey repeated 
the bridge (“I need you, I need 
you...”) at the end of  the song. 
It just fell flat. The group felt 
his chorus (“Take a good look 
at my face...”) was brilliant 
and needed to be the last thing 
a listener heard in the song. 
Smokey resisted, then reluctantly 
conceded. The rest is history.

So maybe our “all natural, 
organic” approach to writing is 
just fine. It’s certainly a safe lane 
to stay in. Or maybe we could 
tweak our recipe and try a couple 
new ingredients, even some 
processed ones! If  you use an app 
like Garage Band or a recording 
device with a bunch of  built in 
effects, you already have these 
sounds and ideas right in front of  
you. Give it a shot!
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Meeting Notes
SVSA President Mike 

DeGiorgi led a workshop 
dealing with experimenting 
with innovative songwriting 
structures using popular songs 
as examples.

Volunteers for WVTF’s 
fund drive phone bank were 
requested for this year’s drive.

Christmas CD info: Each 
participating songwriter needs 
to get in touch with studio 
owner Skip Brown either by 
e-mail or telephone ASAP to set 
up recording sessions.

Board member Bob 
Schmucker said that newly-
designed 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
mugs are now available and that 
SVSA member Celie Holmes 
would be opening for Clinton 
Collins at the upcoming Susan 
Komen benefit.

There were 25 attendees and 
two guests. Thirteen songs were 
critiqued.

~ Bill Stanton

international Songwriters Day 
(April 9), announces its second year 
of the “international Songwriters 
Day Song Contest.” The contest is 
open to international writers from 
all levels of experience. This year’s 
theme is “inspiration.” The deadline for 
submissions is April 2.

The theme again is “inspiration.” 
Think “new beginnings,” “second 
chances,” “fresh starts,” “looking ahead 
to the future,” or “making the most of 
things in the moment,” etc. The songs 
need to be inspirational in some way. 
Songs can be previously recorded 

International Songwriters Day contest deadline April 2

and/or submitted elsewhere.
New this year is an “indie Music 

Video” category that is open to any 
artist/band who is not signed to a 

major label. 
Winners will be announced on 

April 9, international Songwriters Day. 
Sign up for a newsletter at http://
www.internationalsongwritersday.
com, like the contest on Twitter (@
intlsongwtrday) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
internationalsongwritersday) to find 
out about contest updates and special 
promotions.

information about awards, prizes, 
sign-up, rules, dates, deadlines, 
categories, and fees can be found at 
https://filmfreeway.com/

Myrna Riquier, director of the Podunk Bluegrass Festival in Goshen CT, 
announces that the Annual Podunk Bluegrass Festival’s songwriting contest 
has set May 1 as the deadline for entries.

The top three winners will receive cash prizes and other amenities.
entry guidelines are located at podunkbluegrass.com under the contest 

tab. At this same site, the winning songs from the past five years are available 
for listening. For more info call 860-455-9400.

Podunk Bluegrass Festival song 
contest deadline set for May 1

New member 
Julie Borden 
reveals the 
new CD she 
and Josh 
Kinn released 
recently.
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Real-life experiences can bring forth real good ideas

by Bill Stanton
I was 

definitely ready to 
have a new song 
vetted during 
this month’s 
SVSA meeting 
at the Jefferson 
Center. But now 

that future meetings have been 
temporarily cancelled due to the 
restrictions of  the pandemic, I still 
feel the need to share what went into 
the creative process of  a song called 
I Was There.

A few months ago my friend 
Marc Silva – who often sits in with a 
blues band as their bass player – was 
playing at a bar in Boones Mill VA.

I was sitting at a table with Deb 
Ellis, Marc’s life partner. After the 
first set, Deb and I were chatting 
about some band that was covering 
Janis Joplin’s songs, and I just 
happened to drop the fact that my 
first wife and I had attended Janis’ 
final concert in an Arena in New 
Jersey the week before she died.

Deb’s eyes got extremely wide 
and she exclaimed, “Wow, Bill! 
You were there?” And I responded, 

“Yeah – at the beginning of  her Full 
Tilt Boogie tour.”

It just so happened that later that 
evening, at the end of  the second 
set, the band launched into a rock 
and roll version of  Muddy Waters’ 
Hoochie Coochie Man.

It brought back a great memory 
(that I also shared with Deb) of  
catching the Muddy Waters band 
in a little club in Toronto in 1984. 
And Deb – a great blues enthusiast 
– exclaimed, “Wow, Bill ... you 
actually saw Muddy Waters in 
person!”

“Yup, I was there” was my 
humble reply.

 The very next morning I woke 
up with the song basically written 
in the key of  D minor needing 
but one more verse to flesh it out. 
I eventually sandwiched in the 
memory of  a fabulous eight-hour 
Grateful Dead concert back when 
Pigpen was their frontman when 
they were basically a blues band.

Here’s the lyrics to the song I 
would have brought to the group 
this Wednesday. And here’s hoping 
we’ll be back at the Jefferson Center 
sooner rather than later.

I Was There
Bill Stanton © 2020

I was there when Janis and her 
Full Tilt Boogie

Played their final gig in an 
arena in Jersey

She wore her feather boa as she 
danced around the stage

Who knew within a week it was 
time to turn that page.

Chorus
Iconic moments that are now a 

part of me
Nothing’s ever lost in this 

amazing tapestry
Any time I can visit them in the 

wonder of a song
And you can be there with me if 

you want to come along.

I was there when Pigpen was 
the frontman for The Dead

He wore his biker colors, played 
the blues for the deadheads

An eight-hour concert with The 
New Riders of The Purple Sage

I’m pretty sure I astral traveled 
all over that stage.

Repeat Chorus
And then The Muddy Waters 

band – Toronto ’84
The Hoochie Coochie Man 

–  who could ask for anything 
more

I couldn’t tell the difference 
between the blues and rock n 
roll

In this funky little club, this 
memory never grows old.

Repeat Chorus
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by Greg Trafidlo
Having been 

steeped in bluegrass 
music for years 
before I moved 
to Virginia, the 
first place I visited 

was Mecca, otherwise known as 
Dave Freeman’s business, County 
Sales in Floyd. Since 1965, 
County Sales was the largest 
distributor of  bluegrass, 
gospel, and old time music 
in the world. Two years ago, 
County Sales was reopened 
by new owner Dylan Locke 
across the street from the 
Floyd Country Store.

Having played in a 
well-known bluegrass 
band beginning in the 
mid-1970s, I spent much 
of  my time at bluegrass 
festivals performing and also 
photographing many of  my 
musical heroes.

Dave Freeman and I 
became friends through our 
mutual love and respect for 
the music. I told him about 
my art school background 
and showed him some of  
those bluegrass related 
pictures. That’s when he 

asked me to make a portrait of  Bill 
Monroe for a pending album cover.

Luckily, I had taken a photo at 
Monroe’s festival in Bean Blossom 
IN which I thought captured the 
essence of  this bluegrass legend. 
With that picture to work from, I 
spent over 40 hours on the portrait. 
Dave hung it in his office on the wall 

behind his desk for many years at 
the Record Depot, an off-shoot of  
County Sales based in Roanoke VA.

Soon after, I was playing 
mandolin with the North Carolina 
band, The Bass Mountain Boys. 
We were booked to play at a festival 
in Camp Springs NC. Bill Monroe 
and the Bluegrass Boys were the 

headliners. So I asked 
Dave if  I could borrow 
the painting to show it to 
Mister Monroe.

With the painting in 
hand, I recall knocking 
on the door of  Bill’s bus, 
expecting another member 
of  the band or his manager 
to open it. But there, bigger 
than life, was “The Father 
of  Bluegrass Music” 
himself. 

Not only did he like 
my work, he said, “I want 
you to do one just like it 
for the Hall of  Fame!” 
That’s all it took to inspire 
painting a second one just 
like the original. Again it 
took me another 40 hours 
to complete. Doing so was 
a labor of  love (also known 
as Hero Worship).

OF AN ARTIST

Greg Trafidlo hands off a portrait he painted 
to the painting’s subject, bluegrass legend 
Bill Monroe.

See Portrait, page 6
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P O R T R A I T Continued from page 5

During those days, I took 
many trips back to my parents’ 
home in the Chicago area where 
I still had many connections to 
the music scene. My friend, Linda 
King, business manager of  the 
Old Town School of  Folk Music, 
informed me that Bill and his 
band would be doing a show at 
the school within the month. So I 

brought the painting to Linda who 
presented it to him a few weeks later 
during the Bluegrass Boys show! I 
still have pictures she sent me of  that 
presentation.

Though the County Records 
album never came to fruition, Bill’s 
copy of  his portrait hung in the 
Bluegrass Music Hall of  Fame in 
Hendersonville TN for years. I have 

no idea where that painting is now. 
As far as I know, Dave Freeman 
still has his copy. 

Though Bill Monroe’s “High 
Lonesome Sound” is a memory, 
I hope he passed on his original 
portrait to his son James, or that 
it is among the memorabilia at 
the Bluegrass Festival site in Bean 
Blossom IN.

While social distancing may 
be the order of the day, SVSAer 
Mary Gordon Hall didn’t let 
any restrictions stop her from 
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day – 
which also happened to be her 
birthday. Happy birthday, MGH!
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As have many before 
and as will many 
afterwards, SVSAer 
Egan Green found 
himself standing on 
a corner in Winslow, 
Arizona, watching a girl, 
my Lord, in a flat-bed 
Ford ...
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to 
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down 
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open 
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better 
safe than sorry.

SVSA Secretary David Simpkins unleashes 
his bass face at 3rd Street Coffeehouse. David 
says he’s played bass at only three real gigs: 
Once at a high school talent show and twice 
backing Mike Pearell and the KGB  (Kathy 
Acosta, Greg Trafidlo, and Britt Mistele) at 
3rd Street. (Photo by Steve Clark.) 
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SVSAer Aspen Black (right) and Kerry Grombacher performed on March 15th at the Switchgrass Art 
Co-op and Gallery in Lucas KS.

SVSA Treasurer Mike Franke 
got a bit ahead of the social 

distancing curve and took in 
some face time with nature at 

the top of McAfee’s Knob on 
the Appalachian Trail in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains near 

Catawba and Salem VA back 
in early March.
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by Bob 
Schmucker

Responding 
quickly to the 
coronavirus 
outbreak, 
3rd Street 

Coffeehouse converted from brick 
and mortar to high-tech digital live 
streaming on March 13.

The initial effort attracted 
viewers in Southwest Virginia and 
from coast to coast, with multiple 
viewers starting watch parties to 
invite their Facebook friends to 
enjoy the concert.

3rd Street Coffeehouse fan 
and performer Wayne Willingham 
lives in Fort Worth TX and, 
through him, the broadcast was 
picked up and shared by a radio 
host in Washington state. Other 
viewers logged in from Florida 
and eight other states giving 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse a much broader 
audience than ever before.

The evening was opened by 
Veteran songwriter and performer 
Josh Jones was the opening act. Josh 
warmed up to the digital audience 
he couldn’t see and brought a mix of  
older and newer original songs.

Nashville based singer-
songwriter Jeff  Miller was the night’s 
feature and quickly adapted to the 
new format. Host Bob Schmucker 
acted as his conduit to the internet 
audience by cuing him to welcome 

individuals who logged in and 
relaying song requests and many 
compliments. The number of  
viewers hovered around 30-35 all 
evening.

On the technical side, the 
evenings show proved the value of  
both an iPhone and the Facebook 
live-streaming tool. The show was 
streamed using just the house sound 
system, an iPhone 7 Plus with an 
onboard camera and microphone, 
plus a Verizon internet connection. 
Viewer feedback praised both the 
audio and video quality.

On the 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
end, the Facebook Live tool 
was easy to use and the whole 
operation took no more equipment 
than a small tripod. The video 
can be viewed at https://www.
facebook.com/190361914329993/
videos/293631844949078/.

One of  the more interesting 
aspects of  setting up the show for 
streaming was determining how 
to create and pass a digital hat and 
how to motivate listeners to support 
the headlining act financially. 
Fortunately, the GoFundMe page 
set up by the coffeehouse earlier this 
year was still active. Listeners were 
encouraged to support the cause 
several times using that as the hat.

Using the NPR playbook, 
viewers were offered a new 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse coffee mug 
and Jeff  Miller CDs for larger 

contributions and several viewers 
obliged.

At the end of  the night, the total 
was substantially larger than the 
average hat of  around $200. Miller 
was amazed and visibly touched by 
the generosity shown by the viewers. 
With the cancellation of  numerous 
gigs on his long-planned east coast 
tour, he started the night with low 
expectations and left with tears of  

gratitude welling
in his eyes.

     Since the
   broadcast,
  the coffeehouse 
has received a 
high number 
of  inquiries 
from musicians 

looking to overcome the challenge 
of  earning a living in a quarantined 
society. We think it gives hope to 
a lot of  performers that one can 
continue to gig and get music out 
to an even broader audience than 
ever. The technology is solid and it 
is seemingly a resource just waiting 
to be exploited and monetized by 
musicians who can cross the digital 
divide from live in person to live 
online.

3rd Street Coffeehouse hopes to 
continue to use this approach until 
the coronavirus pandemic subsides 
and live shows can resume. For event 
information, follow our Facebook 
page at the Events link.

3rd Street Coffeehouse 
converts to live streaming
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3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse has converted from brick and mortar to high-tech 
digital live streaming. Friday night performances will continue 
at 7:30 p.m. and will originate from the 3rd Street Facebook 
site. The “Third Thursdays at Third Street All Open Mic” and the 
“First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be discontinued 
until further notice. Viewers may watch for free and there will 
be a virtual “hat” option so that donations may still be made to 
performers. Please check the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook 
page for information, updates, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic has pretty 
much shut down live-in-person performances, 
there will be a dearth of listings in this section 
of the SVSA Music News for the foreseeable 

future. However, should any  opportunities arise 
for SVSA members to perform, particularly via 
internet live streaming, we will try to list them 
along with as much information as is available.

Former SVSA President Britt 
Mistele performs at an open 

mic that no longer exists. 
We’re all hoping that Open 

Mic venues will find a way 
to survive the coronavirus 

shutdowns and will be able 
to open with renewed energy 

once the virus and all its 
restrictions are behind us. 
(Photo by Rick Krajnyak.)
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The Danners take on a project
SVSAers Dennis and Evelyn 
Danner sold their motor home 
about a year or so ago and 
went back to pulling a small 
camping trailer. However, 
Dennis dislikes driving trailers 
and evelyn never learned how 
to drive one. So, they bought a 
2018 Ford Transit van and are 
now making their own camper. 
evelyn said, “We’ve been 
looking for the ‘perfect camper’ 
for us. With all of the work that 
is going into our conversion 
van, i imagine that we’ll hold 
on to this for many years!”
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St. Patrick’s Day is always a special time for 
SVSAer Dan Hildebrand (left). Here he is last 
year as a member of  Hardbean & McHonzik. 
The duo was scheduled to play this holiday at 
Kathie’s Stage Door Pub in Manitowoc WI.

An SVSAer takes some action
Former SVSA President Steve Clark reports 

that the lynchburg area has yet to count their 
first coronavirus case (as of March 13).

“So i went and donated blood to do 
something positive. Consider doing the same 
especially if you live in an area that has yet to 
have a community outbreak of the virus.

“if you’ve never donated blood before, 
please consider making it one of your noble 
purposes in life. last time i heard a statistic, 
fewer that 3% donate.”

The American Red Cross is facing a severe 
blood shortage due to an unprecedented 
number of blood drive cancellations during 
this coronavirus outbreak. Healthy individuals 
are needed to donate now. Donating blood is a 
safe process and people should not hesitate to 
give or receive blood. Find a donation center in 
your area at www.redcross.org/give-blood 

SVSAer Larry 
Sakayama sent this 
for a little bit of levity. 
(Credit unknown.)
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
carvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford, Time is a Mountain, and 
The Tumbler. Buy it from CD Baby or contact 
Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart.  

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contradictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStorE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES from thE road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from thE hEart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LifE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“Songwriting is 
about getting the 
demon out of me. 
It’s like being 
possessed.”  

~ John Lennon
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Bill Stanton 
ELEctric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000.  

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

SVSA Board Member Bob Schmucker occasionally 
performs as an opener at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA. (Photo by Denise Schmucker.)

SVSA Secretary Mike 
Franke at the WVTF-
FM studio.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike degiorgi – President
ashley Lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
dennis danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
Salem, va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


