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Been there,
done that.
by David Simpkins

I’m 65 years old.
I don’t have soul-changing
adventures these days. In fact, I
go out of my way to avoid them.
And anything interesting that
does happen, chances are I’ve
experienced it -- in some form or
the other -- before.
So, as a songwriter, what do I
write about now?
Paul McCartney thought up the
music to When I’m 64 when he was
15 years old. At age 25, he wrote
the lyrics and recorded the song in
1967 when he was a member of the
Beatles.
It was interesting -- then and
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Now what?
now -- to hear how a relative
youngster like McCartney pictured
old age: “Will you still feed me, will
you still need me when I’m 64?”
But when McCartney turned
64 himself in 2006, did he feel the
need (or have the inspiration) to
look back and write When I Was
25? Nope. In fact, it had more or
less already been done very well by
Ervin Drake in 1961 with the song
It Was A Very Good Year (a monster
hit by Frank Sinatra) and, with a
different approach, by Janis Ian in
1975 with the Grammy-winning At
Seventeen.
A quick internet search would
See Feature Article, page 2

Due to coronavirus
restrictions, the
monthly in-person
meetings of the SVSA
have been cancelled.
Normally, meetings
are held on the fourth
Wednesday of the
month in the LL Rice

DAVID SIMPKINS

Room at the Jefferson
Center in Roanoke VA at
7:30 p.m. and end when
the last song critique
is finished, or at 10:30
p.m., whichever comes
first.
The next virtual online live meeting will be

Wednesday July 22 at
7:00 p.m. Check your
inbox for SVSA emails
containing the latest
info on deadlines for
submitting songs and
lyrics.
Keep safe and keep
writing songs!

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
probably turn up at least a
couple of dozen more songs
that are already better than
anything I might write about
my own young life.
Evidently, nostalgia, while
an honest gold mine of ideas,
is a fairly well-mined lyrical
pit. And, I fear that it can, in
the wrong hands, turn into
a bottomless pit from which
there is no escape.
So now what? Current
events? You mean like Eve Of
Destruction, Ball Of Confusion, In
The Year 2525, The Times They
Are A-Changin? Great songs
all -- and all period pieces that
burned brightly in the times in
which they were written and
then fell back into “golden
oldies” status even deeper than
the many less topical songs by
which they were surrounded in
their day.
Love? Don’t make me
laugh. Talk about searching for
a needle in a haystack! Wait
... I’ve got a title ... The Road
Always Taken. (Insert smileyface emoji here.)
Death? Hmmm ... That
could be an interesting
consideration -- but then
there’s Bob Dylan’s Not Dark
Yet, Richard Holler’s Abraham,
Martin & John, and even the
schmaltzy Seasons In The Sun by

Continued from page 1

Jacques Brel and Rod McKuen.
Then there’s always the classic
folk tale, Tom Dula, made famous
by The Kingston Trio as Tom
Dooley. “Poor boy, you’re bound
to die.” Who couldn’t relate?
Okay. So, there’s nothing truly

“Who looks
outside, dreams;
who looks inside,
awakes.”
~ Carl Jung

new and interesting that an old
geezer can write songs about. Or
is there?
Of course there is. The source
is readily available but not so
easily accessed. It’s the soul itself.
Way down deep, way down where
the scary and repressed feelings
are, down in the murky depths
where “surely you don’t want to
drag all that back up, do you?” is
found.
Yeah, you remember. But
it’s not what you remember, it’s
how you remember. It’s not what
happened so much as it’s what
happened to you, personally, that
matters.
Look around. What’s going
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on right now that connects
with something in your soul?
Is it hope? Is it fear? Is it an
inherent fatalism that you’ve
never allowed to surface? Is it
a yearning for faith that you’ve
always dismissed and maybe
even ridiculed?
Love? Death? Health, even?
(i.e. James Brown’s I Feel Good.)
You already know what you
think about a million topics.
You already know how you
feel about a million topics. You
already know how you see a
million topics.
But do you know what’s
below the surface of thinking,
feeling, and seeing? Maybe a
better question is do you dare to
know what’s below the surface?
There’s where the
songwriting is. It’s there for
you if you dare. Go ahead,
old geezer – lift up that rock.
Unlock that door. Sift through
the ashes of those memories.
You might, in writing your
lyrics, reach some kind of
deeper understanding of how
you work – and maybe even
how the world itself works.
But don’t go as a reporter.
Don’t go as a detective. You
already know “just the facts,
ma’am.” You may even already
know the real “truth.” But do
you dare expose your soul?

Next virtual SVSA meeting this Wednesday, July 22
The next on-line Zoom SVSA meeting is Wednesday July
22. We’ll start at 7:00 p.m., to allow for a little socializing and
for anyone new to Zoom to get comfortable with it. Mike
Franke will again be our Zoom host and will e-mail a link to
our Google Group before the meeting. You need only to click
on it at the time of the meeting to participate. You can use a
smart phone, tablet, or desktop computer.
Here are the instructions for submitting songs and lyrics
as well as critique protocol. Recordings only; live performances
don’t work well on Zoom:
• Use the SVSA Google Groups email address to send your
lyrics (in the form of a PDF or a Word Document, not in the
body of the email) and mp3 files. Send them in the same email

if possible. Include “#Critique” in the subject line of the email.
Send them directly – not in a response to another email –
no later than noon on Tuesday July 21.
• As you receive lyrics via Google email, print them so
you can take notes during the discussion. Also note the email
addresses of members who are submitting.
• You are strongly encouraged to email your critique notes
back to the songwriter. You can summarize in the text of the
email or take a picture of the lyric sheet and email it back to
the songwriter. Another option is to use the chat function in
Zoom to send real-time feedback to each songwriter as their
songs are being played.
We’ll see you all in cyberspace again this Wednesday!

Livestream Facebook SVSA Showcase was big success
Mike
DeGiorgi
Mollye
Otis

Larry
Sakayama
Mike
Franke
Mike DeGiorgi, Mollye Otis, Larry Sakayama, and Mike Franke represented the SVSA online
in a showcase broadcast on 3rd Street Coffeehouse’s Facebook page on July 3. SVSA member
and 3rd Street head honcho Bob Schmucker aided the foursome with the behind-the-scenes
planning and logistical work. All four performers included some of their most requested songs
as well as several brand new originals. The response (from all over the country) indicated that
their show was well-attended and greatly appreciated by viewers.
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Long-time SVSA members Mike Franke and Marc Baskind swap tall tales prior to an SVSA meeting at 3rd
Street Coffeehouse back in the mid-2000s. (Photo by Larry Sakayama.)

Sometimes you gotta laugh to keep from crying

Former SVSA President Larry Sakayama got this from
Howard Wilson, a friend and Roanoke-area guitar
maker:
Robyn and Bryn were walking down the
street one day, when Bryn spied a frog
sitting on the sidewalk. “Help me, help
me!” the frog said. “I used to be an old
guitar picker, but an evil witch turned
me into a frog. The only way to break the spell is to kiss
me. Help me, help me!” So Bryn picked up the frog and
put him in her pocket. They continued to walk along.
Shortly, the frog popped out of Bryn’s pocket and
repeated (in a most inimitable way) “Help me, help
me! I used to be an old guitar picker, but an evil witch
turned me into a frog. The only way to break the spell is
to kiss me. Help me, help me!” Bryn again picked up the
frog, put it back into her pocket, and they continued
along their way.
“Why do you keep doing that?” asked Robyn. “Why
don’t you just kiss the frog and break the spell?”

4 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | J U L Y 2 0 2 0

“Frankly,” replied Bryn, “you can make a lot more
money with a talking frog than you can with an old
guitar picker.”

Meeting Notes
by Bill Stanton
The third “Zoom Tunes” meeting was
held last month. Once again, SVSA Treasurer
Mike Franke did an outstanding job as host. In
addition to Mike, there were eight members in
attendance: Bill Stanton, David McWilliams,
Jimmie Landry, Mollye Otis, David Simpkins,
Charlie Divers, and David Barudin.
At the end of the meeting there was a tribute
to Mickey Nelson, a long-time honored member
of SVSA who passed away at the beginning of
the week. We all listened to his final submission,
Listen, as the meeting drew to a close.

Gilmore releases
new CD, Songs
For Veterans
& Patriots
Long-time SVSA member Jerry
Gilmore has recorded a new CD of
original songs that reflects his lifelong
quest to record a tribute collection
of songs dedicated to American
veterans.
The CD, entitled Songs For
Veterans & Patriots, was recorded
at Redcloud Recording Studio in
Conover NC. It was engineered,
mixed, and mastered by Wayne
Taylor.
The CD covers topics concerning
Vietnam veterans, POW/MIA
warriors, the United States flag,
military holidays, and the Medal Of
Honor. The original compositions
are performed in country, bluegrass,
and southern rock styles by a group
of talented musicians led by Gilmore
on guitar as well as lead and harmony
vocals.
Gilmore’s initial plans to
complete this CD were sidetracked
by a bout with throat cancer in 2015.
Now cancer free, Gilmore now
enjoys performing live for American
Legion/VFW clubs, community
organizations, cancer treatment
centers, and venues in the greater
Atlanta area.
Gilmore says, “I owe a debt of
gratitude to the songwriters at the
SVSA and the National Songwriters
Association International (NSAI).
Many of these songs were improved
and polished by their valuable input.”
The CD can be purchased at
CDBaby.com. More information can
also be had at Gilmore’s web site,
www.jerrysongs.com.
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SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ Sweet Donkey Coffee House, 2108 Broadway St, Roanoke VA
by Dan Hildebrand
The Sweet Donkey Coffee
House in Roanoke VA specializes
in gourmet coffee, tea, and delicious
treats. The Sweet Donkey is a
“Coffee House” located in a
beautifully restored older brick home
on Broadway Street.
The venue includes outdoor
seating for approximately 75 and an
outdoor beer garden and wine bar.
Live music events are held on Friday
nights from 6-9:00 p.m. with many
different music styles. Musicians are
paid with tips and a portion of the
evening’s proceeds.
Adonna Lemon and I performed
at the Donkey as “the Entwined” on
the evening of June 19th and it was
our first “live audience” performance
since our St. Patrick’s Day tour in
Wisconsin in the middle of March.
I cannot put into words how
good it felt to get out and perform in
front of a live audience again!

We set up on the spacious porch
with my Bose sound system and
were approximately 20 feet from the
customers who were scattered around
the lovely grounds at nicely “social
distanced” tables. The friendly staff
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were wearing masks and there was
plenty of sanitizer available. Most
of the audience were not wearing
masks, but again the crowd of about
45 was appropriately distanced from
one another.
We played a varied selection of
home grown original tunes as well
as a tasty mix of old cover tunes that
included a generous dose of trivia,
which always seems to pique the
interest of the crowd.
It was a great group and they
seemed very engaged and happy to
be outdoors listening to live music.
It was a perfect June evening
on the last day of spring and the
musicians’ take was quite good this
night (including free wine & beers).
Adonna and I really enjoyed our
night at the Sweet Donkey and look
forward to performing there again.
For those interested, Dustin is the
nice lady that does the booking. The
phone number is 540-491-0004.

A memoir of the early
years of the Cold War
by Bill Stanton
A few weeks ago, having
a lot of time on my hands, I
decided to look through a few
old “Discovery” – History
and Heritage magazines
that were lying around our
apartment. I came across
a particularly fascinating
edition that had retrospective articles on
everything from “The Five Lives of the Grandin
Theater” to “Pot of Gold” (fascinating stories
of The Coffee Pot’s jaded roadhouse past) to an
eight-page full length article entitled “Bracing
for The Bomb,” a grim reminder of the Cold
War hysteria of the fifties and early sixties.
It seems the Roanoke Valley was full of
makeshift fallout shelters. There was a host
of instructional programs for schools and
businesses with careful – and sometimes
mandated – strategies on protocol for dealing
with a nuclear attack. Regular air raid drills were
commonplace.
I still remember the ghastly newsreels in
the movie theaters showing the horrors of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki where human beings
were reduced to grease spots on the sidewalk.
With the emergence of Communist Russia
as a nuclear power the whole country was
immobilized for readiness and what seemed
by many to be the inevitability of war and the
potential of annihilation of everything near and
dear.
The article definitely brought me back to my
own personal experiences with this collective
madness – the fallout shelters, the regularly
scheduled air raid drills, and the doomsday
mentality everywhere.
The song I’m bringing to this Wednesday’s
Zoom meeting for vetting is called The Ballad Of
The Cold War Kid. Some people today actually
long for the peace and stability of the fifties
and early sixties. These same folks decry the
turbulent chaos of the sixties and the ensuing
decades including this one. Well, The Ballad Of
The Cold War Kid takes issue with that.

The Ballad of The Cold War Kid
© 2020 Bill Stanton

So you tell me this world is really getting to be
A very scary place for folks like you, for folks like you and me
Well my love, let me take you back to my childhood days
When the fear of the bomb, the fear of the bomb never went away
Every year it seemed the day arrived for kids like you and me
We were herded down to the basement of PS 43
Hudson Grammar School’s ugly cold faceless floors
We were taught to survive, taught to survive and nothing more
Bridge
Fear takes so many forms
Seems like we’ve been dealing with it
Since we were born
We huddled on the floor – jackets, jackets over our heads
Somehow we were told this would keep us, keep us from getting dead
“Better Dead Than Red” the bumper stickers’ songs
Makeshift fallout shelters that were very deep and very long
Just last year I saw this special right on my TV
This massive fallout shelter right outside Washington D.C.
The power brokers were ready for the world to end for you and me
But for them they’d go on, for them they’d go on and be forever free.
Repeat Bridge
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SVSA members Alice and Aspen Black aren’t
letting the pandemic get them down. A
backyard campfire practice session can often
be just the cure for those home-bound blues.
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When our pets get jealous of our musical
endeavors, we never know how they’re going to
react. Above, David Simpkins’ and Kathy Acosta’s
dog Max shows his dislike of a page of lyrics back
in 2016. Below, Aspen and Alice Black’s family
cat takes a nap in the middle of a January 2020
practice session.
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Mickey
Nelson
(1945 - 2020)

“

Listen to an opera or a karaoke star
Listen to the singing in a country bar
Listen to the weather ‘fore you go too far
Listen to your children,
listen to who they are

”

compiled by David Simpkins
iy instincts, when
designing this tribute
tto a man we all knew,
admired, and loved, were to
come up with something eclectic,
sophisticated, progressive, and, most
of all, functional. Because Mickey
Nelson was all of those things
himself.
No one in the Southwest
Virginia Songwriters Association
could construct an original song
quite like Mickey could. And

M

no one, ever, has had such a
recognizable and accomplished style.
When you heard a “Mickey Song,”
you just knew it would be complex,
interesting, a bit off-the-wall,
spectacularly crafted, and technically
challenging.
Most of us in the SVSA are now
wishing we’d known Mickey better.
Maybe this too-short and woefully
inadequate tribute will help a little
bit with that.
Henry “Mickey” Clay Nelson
III was born in Farmville VA
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in 1945. He grew up in Victoria
VA and graduated from Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU).
Mickey’s career as an interior
designer was located in Roanoke VA
at Bowles Nelson Powers Inc. from
1969 to 2020. Mickey and his wife
Nancy had an antique store, Antique
Blue, in downtown Roanoke since
2010.
Mickey had an overwhelming
passion for music, was a celebrated
singer-songwriter, and loved nothing
See Mickey, page 11

MICK E Y

From page 10

more than sharing his music.
He was also a selfless husband,
father, son, brother, uncle, and friend
who devoted his life to making this world
beautiful through his work, his music, and
his unwavering belief in and loyalty to
those around him, especially his family.
His source of pride and true joy were his
five grandchildren.
Mickey was a force of nature, a true
gentleman, mentor, and teacher. As a
musician, he inspired the songwriting
community, mentoring and supporting
countless artists pursuing their craft not
only in music but design as well.
A celebration of his life will be held
at a later date due to COVID-19. In lieu
of flowers, please consider a contribution
made in Mickey’s memory to the
Jefferson Center Music Lab (Note: In
Memoriam restricted to Music Lab) or
to the 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke
VA.
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MICK E Y

From page 11

Mickey Nelson opened the
upstairs of his antique store
in downtown Roanoke VA
many times over the years
to various SVSA functions:
holiday parties, sponsored
concerts, and songwriting
workshops. He was a
gracious host and always
provided everything that
was needed. (Photo by Larry
Sakayama.)

It was 2006. Mickey lived in Roanoke and we had met
in passing, but that summer we became friends at my first
Swannanoa Gathering. We stayed up ’til ... 3 a.m.? 5
a.m.? ... comparing favorite songs and singing with each
other. There was a sort of delicious sixth sense that
emerged when our voices blended.
When we got back to Virginia we began working on
putting a duo act together. He had some venues in mind
and we were working on set lists. He gave me one of his
Taylor guitars to practice with, a Sennheiser 825 mic, a
practice amp, and a music stand. All things I needed to
up my game.
As I left his and Nancy’s home in Roanoke after
practicing and was headed the next day for an interview
at Mayo Clinic he said, “You better not leave me for
Minnesota.” I said, “There’s no way I’m leaving this,
you. I’ve been waiting too long.” I’m still saving
the story about how I wound up in Minnesota, but I
almost didn’t. At my going away party with many of our
songwriting friends, Mickey insisted that I take the
Taylor with me. It’s still the guitar that I play in
shows to this day. I still sing through that same mic.
I still lift up gratitude to him regularly for his
generosity and investment in me.
The last time we were together, I was passing through
just one night. I called him on my way down to Blacksburg
and asked if he could come hang out with me. He said,
“Well, girl, I went back in the house this morning to get
my guitar. I had no idea why, but I guess I felt you.”
This former boxer, motorcycle racing, sensitive, musical,
creative, business-owning interior decorator, husband,
father, grandpa, brother, friend to strangers, velvetthroated investor in dreams was also psychic.
When I learned that he had passed away unexpectedly, I
didn’t know my heart had this much in it to break. I have
never heard Angel or Killin’ The Blues since 2006 without
thinking of him. That stubborn goat wouldn’t quit ’til we
sang them together Every Time.
Mickey Nelson, thank you for your friendship and love.
God I’ll miss you forever. RIP my giant, sweet friend.
~ Dianna Parks (from Facebook)
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MICK E Y

From page 12

Mickey Nelson was a fixture at Roanoke VA’s
Festival In The Park for many years.

Mickey, you were a talented designer, a
fine songwriter and performer, a gentle
man, a gentleman, all around good guy, and
a friend. Although you’re not with us in
body, your spirit remains with us in your
interior designs and music. Thanks for all
the stuff you shared with us. We miss you.
Rest in peace. ~ Larry Sakayama

SVSA members Kathy Acosta and Britt Mistele go
over some pre-show instructions with Mickey Nelson
at an SVSA Showcase performance for the Smith
Mountain Lake Arts Council in 2017.
Mickey was a solid and enthusiastic supporter of
3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA. He often
performed at 3rd Street open mics, as a headliner,
and as a part of a number of SVSA Showcase nights.
Along with his many other skills, Mickey was a
consummate performer, always professional, always
prepared, always entertaining.
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Mickey Nelson was scheduled as the opening act on 3rd Street Coffeehouse’s Facebook Livestream on the
Thursday night after his death. Instead, in Mickey’s time slot, SVSA members Bob Schmucker, Mike Franke,
Greg Trafidlo, and Marc Baskind (clockwise, below) participated in an online tribute, telling amusing and
heartfelt Mickey stories and watching a video of Mickey promoting a Festival In The Park appearance.
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MICK E Y

From page 14

Mickey Nelson in his own words
by David Barudin, Mickey’s friend of 40 years
and guitar/songwriting buddy
Mickey passed away on June 23, 2002 of heart
failure caused by complications from diverticulitis. He
had a huge impact on all who knew and loved him and
he touched the lives of everyone he met.
Mickey was super busy in his interior design
business and was writing songs up to the last. He left a
fine catalog of music.
As Mickey’s long-time pals and music buddies
share his songs now, we revisit how profound and
well-crafted they are. His songwriting is known for its
universal social themes that are as true today as they
were when he wrote them, dating back to the 1980s.
While he wrote about relationships in songs
like Chipping Away At The Love and Liquid Sisters,
larger consciousness-raising songs got most of his
attention. His songs remind us of our personal and of
humanity’s vulnerabilities, and always with underlying
hope and understated guidance.
He performed Generations After about the threat
of nuclear annihilation in a play at Roanoke’s Center
In The Square. He wrote about the devastating Irish
potato famine, asylum-seekers and immigration (We’re
A Species, Not A Race), prostitution in Streetwise, and
about teenage runaways.
Different Gods, written in 2002, dealt with sectarian
conflicts around the world, and is just as timely today.
Here it is, in part:

It’s the male of the species in every land we find
He shakes his fist in anger ’cause he hates his state of mind
(Now) one man stakes his claim on some land that turned to pain
And generations after the whole thing starts again
A Suni on a Shiite, a Muslim on a Jew
(It’s) the anger of youth when someone’s beatin’ up on you
We get tanks in the street that can break concrete
Chasin’ children throwing rocks
(We) can’t kill all the tribes off and we can’t beat the odds
That they’ll strike when we’re not lookin’
With all their different gods
The generals rule the airways, while the warlords, to a man
Ride the mountain ridges, where the General never can
Now, why be the martyr, why not run for the plains
Why love the other brother like the Abels and Caines
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Now, I am just a peaceful man, but I’m not walkin’ blind
In these streets of righteous anger…hate is just a state of mind

His latest and sadly last song which he just
completed, Listen, tells us that paying attention to what
others have to say can help absolve/resolve one’s own
troubles. Here are some of those lyrics:
There’s a church here, no walls or roof
A young street preacher speaking the truth
On a misty morning, congregation’s thin
She’s got a message and they’re listening
Said a little more ear and a little less tongue
Quiet you down when the day is done
Muffle that demon that lives in your ear
Stop it from screaming when you need to hear
And listen to the song playing in your car
Listen to an opera or a karaoke star
Listen to the singing in a country bar
There’s hope in the music, wherever you are
She spoke to those faces, they were listening
Wearing that rain like a christening
Now I’m quiet, not apathetic
Sometimes quiet can roar poetic
Listen to an opera or a karaoke star
Listen to the singing in a country bar
Listen to the weather ‘fore you go too far
Listen to your children, listen to who they are
What Mickey’s close friends say they miss most is
the promise that, every once in a while, we got to see
him. Maybe he called and said come hit some licks
on the guitar or let’s go do this or that. You dropped
whatever you were doing and went because you knew
it would be something cool and fun. It was not just the
thing, itself, it was Mickey, his intellect, wit, and all
the intangibles that drew people to him.
It was sitting and playing guitars – sometimes so
late into the night that the decision became whether to
go home and get some sleep or go together to Waffle
House for breakfast. Waffle House often won out.
What fun, always!
There wasn’t anyone like him and his songs. At a
safe time, we’ll hold a live event to celebrate his life
and music.
Be well and stay safe in these crazy times.

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...
Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better
safe than sorry.

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street
Coffeehouse has converted from brick and mortar to high-tech
digital live streaming. Friday night performances will continue
at 7:30 p.m. and will originate from the 3rd Street Facebook
site. The “Third Thursdays at Third Street All Open Mic” and the
“First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song Circle” will be discontinued
until further notice. Viewers may watch for free and there will
be a virtual “hat” option so that donations may still be made to
performers. Please check the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook
page for information, updates, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic has pretty
much shut down live-in-person performances,
there will be a dearth of listings in this section
of the SVSA Music News for the foreseeable
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future. However, should any opportunities arise
for SVSA members to perform, particularly via
internet live streaming, we will try to list them
along with as much information as is available.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.
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with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include I Got
Stuck Behind Buford, Time is a Mountain, and
The Tumbler. Buy it from CD Baby or contact
Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

songwriter sessions

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Josh Jones

The Entwined

Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

SONGWRITER SESSIONS — The CD was

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.
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released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from reallife ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony
by Adonna Lemon.

SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about

horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.

LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“Anybody who forms a group,
writes songs, releases records,
and then says they don’t
care if people like them are
complete liars.”

~ James Dean Bradfield,
Manic St. Preachers

SVSA Members’ Recordings

electric bill

acoustic bill

Bill Stanton
ELECTRIC BILL — Ten original songs of Bill’s

lyrics and melodies accompanied by former
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s.

ACOUSTIC BILL — Ten original songs with

lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by
former bandmates on acoustic instruments
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early
1970s through 2000.
Egan Green knows that you
can never get in enough
practice, even when you’re
about to take the stage.
(Photo by Cristina GonzalezGreen.)
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SVSA board
member Dennis
Danner has been
working since
cold weather
days to redo an
SUV. Here, he
gets some early
work done on
the electrical
system.

About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
P.O. Box 698
Salem, VA 24153
www.svsasongs.com

