
Due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the 
monthly in-person 
meetings of the SVSA 
have been cancelled.

Normally, meetings 
are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month in the LL Rice 

AUGUST FeATURe ARTicle

Use the weapons of mass 
distraction for learning

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
DUE BE
DUE BE

DUE
Pay $35

on our website

Room at the Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke VA at 
7:30 p.m. and end when 
the last song critique 
is finished, or at 10:30 
p.m., whichever comes 
first.

The next virtual on-
line live meeting will be 

Wednesday August 
26 at 7:00 p.m. Check 
your inbox for SVSA 
emails containing the 
latest info on deadlines 
for submitting songs 
and lyrics.

Keep safe and keep 
writing songs!

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0

SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Mollye Otis
Dang! Every month when 

Amos Flame calls for a front-page 
feature article, I think, “DANG! I 
was going to write something and 
(again…) I didn’t. Why?

1) Do I have anything worthy 
and pertinent to offer SVSA 
members?

2) Can I speak with authority to 
anything?

3) Admittedly, I am intimidated 
by the knowledge/experience/
viewpoints that the members 
possess collectively and more 
impressively, individually.

So I offer this as simply an 
opinion piece I’m sharing with you. 

Your indulgence, please?
I am chagrined that I knew 

so little about Mickey Nelson, 
other than believing him to have 
an artist’s soul, keen lyrics and 
poignant philosophical viewpoints 
from the few times I heard him 
perform. But I am so grateful to 
have heard him and watched him in 
meetings as he shared with us who 
he was as a writer.

There are others in our group 
who I wish I knew more about. It is 
a rare treat to “get to know” people 
through their imaginations and 
craft, one that SVSA provides in 
great measure.

MOLLYE OTIS
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

I appreciate Amos for the 
spectacular job he does on the 
newsletter and for the amazing 
short turnaround time in which 
he produces it. For all that work, 
I sometimes wonder how many 
people really read it?

The newsletter is an 
important aspect of  the SVSA 
membership. It’s worth goes 
beyond our immediate group, to 
represent us as an organization 
to anyone who might take a look 
at it.

In major urban areas like 
Washington and Nashville, 
there is so much music, so many 
artists and venues, workshops, 
songfests, song competitions, 
etc. etc. etc., it is humbling 
and yet inspiring. But for us to 
look around and see what we 
are doing, it is heartening and 
commendable.

Some folks have been with 
this organization a long time, 
watched it grow, change, develop 
and flourish. As we move ahead, 
I look forward to seeing how 
members continue to thrive, 
contribute and connect.

Right now, I believe we all 
have a part to play in continuing 
to support SVSA and one 
another.

As a group, we are fortunate 
to have easy rapport, supportive 

intentions and kindness abundant. 
It’s not easy to give feedback; in 
fact it creates anxiety in me usually 
because I know that each person 
is sharing something personal and 
vulnerable with the group. But 
understanding that each person is 

on a path, in progress, learning and 
growing, not to be judged harshly 
but to be encouraged, I trust in the 
process of  giving feedback.

I endeavor to offer commentary 
that might help them reassess 
some aspect that will improve 
their writing. Sometimes I feel 
inadequate to say anything at all 
that is pertinent. By this time, I 
know that the giving and receiving 
comments is a learning unto itself, 
and I’m grateful to have received so 
much from others who have helped 
my work grow.

Hanging on as a group during 

the online accommodation for 
Covid makes me realize how 
much is lost by not seeing each 
other face to face. The trade-off  
is that those of  us still showing 
up in Zoomland are spending 
focused time giving feedback. It’s 
an entirely different experience, 
but truth is, I still miss folks who 
aren’t there.

Meeting by Zoom is 
unfortunately probably the way 
we have to go until sometime 
next summer perhaps. If  we’re 
lucky. In the meantime, I hope 
that more members will join 
the sessions and join in the 
camaraderie we’ve enjoyed in 
person and now have adapted to 
in virtual meetings.

I’m sure that many folks don’t 
have internet that is reliable or 
have other technical limitations 
that prevent them from joining 
us online. And it is true that most 
of  us are already saturated with 
experiencing everything online.

Overloaded Zoom-weary 
Facebook-fatigued zombies (at 
least I feel that way at times). I’ve 
accepted this state of  affairs, only 
reluctantly, and with caution to 
limit screen time to what my eyes, 
psyche, and soul can withstand. 
We all must do what we must….

And yet ... I am appealing to 

“Be a part of the Zoom 
meetings. Yes, it’s 
odd and awkward at 
first, but it’s important 
for the SVSA to be a 
stable organization 
that sees itself through 
the Covid chapter 
into the next phase of 
whatever comes.”

See Feature Article, page 3
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Next virtual SVSA meeting this Wednesday, August 26 
The next on-line Zoom SVSA meeting is Wednesday 

August 26. We’ll start at 7:00 p.m., to allow for a little 
socializing and for anyone new to Zoom to get comfortable 
with it. Mike Franke will again be our Zoom host and will 
e-mail a link to our Google Group before the meeting. 
You need only to click on it at the time of the meeting to 
participate. You can use a smart phone, tablet, or desktop 
computer.

Here are the instructions for submitting songs and 
lyrics as well as critique protocol. Recordings only; live 
performances don’t work well on Zoom:

• Use the SVSA Google Groups email address to send 
your lyrics (in the form of a PDF or a Word Document, not 
in the body of the email) and mp3 files. Send them in the 

same email if possible. include “#critique” in the subject 
line of the email. Send them directly – not in a response 
to another email – no later than noon on Tuesday August 
25. 

• As you receive lyrics via Google email, print them so 
you can take notes during the discussion. Also note the 
email addresses of members who are submitting. 

• You are strongly encouraged to email your critique 
notes back to the songwriter. You can summarize in the 
text of the email or take a picture of the lyric sheet and 
email it back to the songwriter. Another option is to use the 
chat function in Zoom to send real-time feedback to each 
songwriter as their songs are being played.

We’ll see you all in cyberspace again this Wednesday!

Meeting Notes
by Bill Stanton

Former SVSA President Charlie Divers 
hosted the fourth “Zoom Tunes” meeting last 
month. Along with Charlie, there were a total 
of  10 members in attendance. Five songs were 
submitted for critique by Bill Stanton, David 
McWilliams, Mollye Otis, Charlie Divers, and 
David Barudin.

Many thanks to Charlie for doing a great job 
of  filling in for our regular host, SVSA Treasurer 
Mike Franke.

SVSA members to be a part of  the Zoom meetings. 
Yes, it’s odd and awkward at first, but it’s important 
for the SVSA to be a stable organization that sees 
itself  through the Covid chapter into the next phase 
of  whatever comes.

If  I sound like a cheerleader, perhaps I am. My 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 2

intention is really to tell you that you are missed! You 
are invited back! You are important to SVSA. We all 
are. We all have something to contribute and so much 
to gain. And we need to keep writing and sharing. It 
is human behavior that feeds us all.

Be well, be safe, but be SVSA strong!

Trafidlo parody song gets 22K YouTube hits in one year 
The If  You Only Had A Dog parody written by 

long-time SVSA member Greg Trafidlo for the Parody 
Project has nearly 22,000 views on YouTube.

The song is sung and produced by Don Caron who 
heads up the Parody Project in Seattle WA.

The song is, of  course, a parody of  If  I Only Had 
A Brain from the Wizard of  Oz, originally written by 
Harold Arlen and E.Y. “Yip” Harburg.

Greg states, “I think the feedback comments are 
reflective of  the State of  the Union; at least defined by 
the YouTube audience.”

See the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn3
MX1tHdec&feature=youtu.be
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3rd Street Coffeehouse nears fundraising 
milestone for Feeding Southwest Virginia

by Bob Schmucker
As of  August 20th, 3rd Street Coffeehouse is only 

$25 short of  raising $2,000 for Feeding Southwest 
Virginia.

A new Facebook livestream concert series – 
Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia – was 
kicked off  May 5th when it became obvious that the 
annual large in-person fundraiser would not fly in 
these pandemic times.

Each Tuesday night, a different performer 
livestreams either from our stage or from their homes 
and plays for 15 or 20 minutes. The concerts are 
streamed on the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook 
page with a donation button that goes right to 
Feeding Southwest Virginia (formerly Feeding 
America Southwest Virginia). 

SVSA members have been a huge part of  the 
success by performing and contributing generously of  
their time and dollars.

For every dollar contributed, Feeding Southwest 
Virginia provides five nutritious meals to needy 
friends and neighbors. $2,000 equals 10,000 meals!

FSV makes that happen by negotiating deals 
with food producers, distributors, and stores, and by 

buying in bulk. 
3rd Street Coffeehouse has committed to 

continuing the Tuesday Tunes series until the 
foodbank tells us all of  the shelves are overflowing 
and nobody in Southwest Virginia is hungry.

In these tough times, music is really making a 
difference for the less fortunate ones in our area.

SVSA Secretary David 
Simpkins performs on 

3rd Street Coffeehouse’s 
Tuesday Tunes. 

by Bob Schmucker
I’m pleased as punch to let you know that one 

of  Nashville’s premier songwriters and performers, 

Darrell Scott will appear on Tuesday Tunes 
for Feeding Southwest Virginia in October

Darrell Scott, will be on the 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
Facebook LiveStream stage on Tuesday October 6th 
(tentative) as the featured performer for our Tuesday 
Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia.

Scott has written You’ll Never Leave Harlan Alive, 
It’s A Great Day (To Be Alive), and tons of  others. 
(See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darrell_Scott 
and https://www.facebook.com/darrellscott/).

Scott is an A-List performer in anyone’s book 
and this is really going to stoke up the Tuesday 
Tunes series and raise the bar for donations to 
Feeding Southwest Virginia.

The promo will start rolling as soon as the date 
is confirmed and I ask everyone to help us share this 
news far and wide on social media and elsewhere.
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SVSA member Aspen Black takes social 
distancing seriously as she performs at the 
most recent 3rd Street Coffeehouse sponsored 
Guitars Under The Star guitar pull / song circle. 
Read all about it on page six of this publication. 
(Photo by Denise Schmucker.) 
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SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ Guitars Under The Star, Mill Mountain, Roanoke VA

by Dan Hildebrand
Guitars Under The Star is a 

relatively new “guitar pull / song 
circle” venue which was an idea 
of  3rd Street Coffeehouse’s Bob 
Schmucker as a way to get folks 
together outdoors for a socially 
distanced musical event.

The event echoes the 3rd 
Thursday monthly get-together that’s 
been postponed until further notice 
due to 3rd Street Coffeehouse being 
closed because of  the pandemic.

The relocated songfest is held 
every 3rd Thursday on the grass by 
the lower-level viewing area of  the 
Mill Mountain Star in Roanoke VA.

Two of these outdoor guitar pull 
/ song circles have already been held 
in July and August with surprising 
success early on.

At the August event, six 
musicians attended but even more 
surprising was the dozen random 

people who showed up with portable 
chairs in hand just to sit and listen. 
There were also many folks passing 

by on the sidewalk who stopped out 
of  curiosity and listened to a song 
or two. Heck, there was even a visit 
from the Planters Nutmobile! 

This is great fun and an excellent 
opportunity to bring your musical 
instrument, a portable chair, a 
beverage, and to share some music.

The next Guitars 
Under The Star event 
will start at 6:30 p.m. 

on September 17. 
Make plans now

to join in the fun!
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by Bill Stanton 
For five years (10 

semesters) I taught a 
required Freshman Level 
Course at Clemson 
University entitled 
“Science, Society and 
Technology.”

I used a textbook by 
Rudy Volti called “Society and Technological 
Change.” Chapter 13 in this text covered the 
various forms of  electronic media including a 
section on “The Invention of  Radio.”

My millenial students were absolutely 
fascinated when their professor described a 
world in which families sat around the kitchen 
table and listened to the radio as their major 
form of entertainment ... a time before TV ... a 
time before the Internet ... a time before all the 
forms of  visual media came into our lives.

It was really incomprehensible to them. 
At times I wondered if  they really admired 
me for my expertise or genuinely felt sorry 
for this part of  my life that suffered from 
that unthinkable level of  deprivation ... No 
Internet? What?

But there I was in that tiny apartment 
in Union City NJ sitting around the kitchen 
table. I was four years old and TV was at least 
three years away for a working class family.

Radio was our connection to that big big 
world outside ... especially the music. To bring 
the music of  our time into that kitchen where 
we could experience it in all its fullness was 
truly miraculous. And the amazing stories 
that were so beautifully narrated by voices 
that terrified and thrilled a whole generation’s 
imaginations ... wow!

The song I’m bringing to the Zoom 
meeting this Wednesday tries to capture the 
magic of  that time ... the big band sounds of  
Benny Goodman and Guy Lombardo and the 
early noir thrillers and unforgettable horror 
stories. They all live again in this song called 
Radio.

Mining for buried memories:
A song about radio Radio

© 2020 Bill Stanton

I dearly love to stretch my memory
Back to the Forties recalled so lovingly
We sat around the kitchen table almost every night
And listened to the radio – imagination taking flight

There was The Make-Believe Ballroom and good old Martin Bloch
Made us feel like dancin’ long before there was rock
Benny Goodman’s big big band loved what they did
Back then they called it Swing when I was a kid

Chorus
I loved everything about radio
Pictures creations in my mind
I loved everything about radio
I’d go to places only I could find

And then there were the mysteries that specialized in fear
“Inner Sanctum” creepy door evil felt so near
“Good Evening” croaked that” Prince of Darkness” voice  
“Welcome to Inner Sanctum” that creaky awful noise

An hour of dreams of darkness it all got pretty weird
Imagination run amok – thank God my mom was near
She was there when radio filled my mind with dread
She made sure she tucked me in to a prayer-filled bed

Repeat Chorus
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SVSA members are finding creative ways to fill the days that have been limited by pandemic restrictions. Says 
Egan Green, “I’ve missed being on stage but I’ve been putting in a bit of time in the studio recording some 
stuff. Stay tuned.”

From an SVSA Holiday Party in years past. From left, Mike 
Pearrell, Steve Clark, the late Mickey Nelson, and David 
Simpkins. (Photo by Larry Sakayama.) 
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by Bob Schmucker
I’m generally not a gadget 

guy. My preferred setup for gigs 
is an acoustic guitar straight 
into a small sound system and 
no pedals, switches, gizmos, or 
gadgets to fuss with. I try to not 
get distracted by technology.

But COVID has all forced 
us to adapt to new platforms and learn new ways 
to deal with getting a quality product to consumers. 
Social media, like Facebook Live and YouTube, are 
two of  the more popular channels and it doesn’t take 
much more than a cell phone or a decent computer 
and webcam to get to entry-level streaming.

I started out using my iPhone 7 with on-board 
mics and got reasonable audio and video quality 
for both my own LiveStreams and for 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse LiveStreams. Still, there was room for 
improvement and I started investigating how I could 
get better sound without spending a fortune.

Several months ago, I invested in a Zoom QN2 
video camera (about 
$200), which can provide 
fairly high-quality video 
and sound for Live-
Streaming if  you have 
a fairly new PC with a 
high-speed processor and 
at least 8GB of  RAM.

I was disappointed 
with the results I 
achieved and, after much 
testing and investigation, 
determined that my 
computer’s processor was 
the weak link. It never 
reached as good a quality 
as I was able to get with 
just the iPhone, so I 
returned the Zoom QN2.

Recently, I ran across 
something I thought 
looked a little too good 

A successful search for inexpensive audio 
upgrades for Facebook Live with cellular devices

to be true. The iRigPre allows you to use an external 
mic or other source instead of  the onboard mic for 
your cellular device. The claim is that it provides 
much improved sound over the on-board mics.

At roughly $40 plus shipping, it was definitely 
in my budget. Still, I was cynical and wasn’t really 
expecting much. I ordered one and it arrived the day 
before I was to open for a Friday night 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse Facebook LiveStream.

I played with the iRigPre a bit and decided to 
give it a try. Almost immediately, comments came 
in about the big improvement in sound quality and 
questions about how I was achieving it. In any case, I 
decided that little thing really does work.

Here’s how I’m using it: I run my guitar cable 
and vocal mic cable to a Fishman Loudbox Mini 
amp, which accepts both inputs. On the back of  the 

See Upgrades, page 10
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U P G R A D E S Continued from page 9

amp, there’s a DI output with an 
XLR connector. The output signal 
from the amp is approximately 
the same line level as a dynamic 
microphone and can be adjusted 
by turning up the separate channel 
gain adjustments. Any channel 
effects used (reverb, chorus) are 
also in the output signal.

From the amp, I run an XLR 

cable into the iRigPre and a short 
cable comes out of  the iRigPre and 
goes into my iPhone (which will 
need an adapter cable).

The iRigPre is powered by a 9V 
battery and has a power switch and 
gain adjustment (thumb wheel). It 
also has a 48V setting on the power 
switch for phantom power plus a 
headphone connector so you can 

monitor the sound as it’s going into 
your cellular device.

There’s an app that you have to 
install called VocaLive ($15) and it 
has a simple and easy interface that 
lets you see and set input levels if  
you don’t have headphones. It also 
enables the headphone output on 
the iRigPre.

Beyond that, you just use 
Facebook Live or YouTube as 
you normally would and you have 
noticeably better audio to go with 
your video. I like this and highly 
recommend it. It’s inexpensive and 
it works.

For more information, see 
https://www.ikmultimedia.com/
products/irigpre/.

The next
SVSA Zoom meeting

is this coming
Wednesday, August 26,

at 7:00 p.m.

SVSA member Jimmie Landry has a long history 
of playing many genres of music. Here he is (at

far left) back in his 
country rock days.
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SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
@ The Early Inn, 50 Floyd Ave, Rocky Mount VA

by Dan Hildebrand
The Early Inn at the Grove is a 

historic 1854 Greek-Revival boutique 
hotel and event center. Situated on 
10 acres of  rolling landscape in the 
heart of  downtown Rocky Mount 
VA, the Inn is located directly 
across the street from the Harvester 
Performance Center. 

Adonna Lemon and I performed 
for a Wine Dinner on the warm 
evening of  August 8th for 20-25 
guests. The event was thoughtfully 
“social distanced” and set up in the 
outdoor courtyard beneath an ancient 
Oak tree.

 Adonna and I performed several 
sets of  cover and original songs 
intermingled with guest speaker Stan 

Davis (my old boss) regaling the 
crowd with his wine expertise.

The owner/operator of  the Early 
Inn, Bryan Hochstein, and his staff  
hosted a lovely meal of  Chicken 
Florentine and four wines to pair 
with the meal.

After dinner, guests 
sat back with glasses of  
wine and relaxed to our 
laid-back music under 
the twinkling of  outdoor 
lights and the background 
sound of  cicadas singing 
backup.

After our three-
hour performance, and 
as the group said their 
goodbyes, we were 
treated to a delicious 
gourmet dinner. We 
toasted the evening with a 

glass of  French Rosé and enjoyed our 
meal as thunder rolled in the distance 
signaling it was time to pack up.

We thoroughly enjoyed our gig 
at the Early Inn and hope to perform 
there again.
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SVSA member Aspen Black and her daughter 
Alice – the SVSA’s youngest member – take 
some time at home together to work on a few 
Simon & Garfunkel tunes.
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Music lovers were invited to tune in to The Spot on Kirk’s 
Facebook page or instagram on July 19 for a streaming 
concert featuring former SVSA member Sharayah Spears.

The venue’s promotional blurb explained that Spears is a 
self-taught singer/songwriter with an emphasis on rhythmic 
folk and blues guitar. Her soulful voice is undeniably moving 
as it conveys the emotions of her songs.

Spears was born in Burlington iA and raised in Roanoke 
VA – a valley that has deepened her appreciation for nature.

She won Bazaar Roanoke’s 2017 local Art Grant, which 
resulted in her album, Un Jour a la Fois.

For more information, search for Sharayah Spears on 
Bandcamp.com.

Current SVSA member and former SVSA President 
Steve Clark visited his son Kyle in California 
sometime back. Steve seems to have picked up 
another dog-jogging partner in his son’s dog Holly.

SVSA ClASSifiedS

SVSA Music News free 
classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All 
classifieds must be music-
related.

digital piano FoR SalE
2012 Casio Privia electric piano, black in 
color, with custom dust cover. Comes with a 
small collapsible stool. Cost $872 new. Ivory-
colored keys with pedals. Also available: 
two Yamaha speakers and amplifier. All 
negotiable; best offer. Slightly used. Have 
owned since 2012. Purchased from music 
store in Roanoke 1/2 block from Texas Tavern. 
More details available. Email david Simpkins 
at amosflame@aol.com. Selling for a friend.
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to 
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down 
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open 
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better 
safe than sorry.

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
coffeehouse has converted from brick and mortar to high-tech 
digital live streaming. Friday night performances will continue 
at 7:30 p.m. and will originate from the 3rd Street Facebook 
site. The “Third Thursdays at Third Street All Open Mic” and the 
“First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song circle” will be discontinued 
until further notice. Viewers may watch for free and there will 
be a virtual “hat” option so that donations may still be made to 
performers. Please check the 3rd Street coffeehouse Facebook 
page for information, updates, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the coronavirus pandemic has pretty 
much shut down live-in-person performances, 
there will be a dearth of listings in this section 
of the SVSA Music News for the foreseeable 

future. However, should any opportunities arise 
for SVSA members to perform, particularly via 
internet live streaming, we will try to list them 
along with as much information as is available.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
long StoRy ShoRt — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
maRc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watER — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
caRvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

Folk SingulaR— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford, Time is a Mountain, and 
The Tumbler. Buy it from CD Baby or contact 
Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SilvER — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE cRawlSpacE tapES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cup oF contRadictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStoRE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwRitER SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
talES FRom thE Road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStERn wEStERn cowgiRl — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

FRom thE hEaRt oF a cowgiRl — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

hoRSEgiRl poEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my liFE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StylE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“The most basic way to get 
someone’s attention is to break 
a pattern. Consistent stimulation 

makes people tune out. We 
become aware of things only 
when something changes.” 

~ Derek Sivers
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Bill Stanton 
ElEctRic Bill — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic Bill — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

We all have that question: When is a song DONE? 
If it’s a songwriting question, you can be sure that 
it’s been covered in an SVSA workshop. Here’s an 
example of some of the knowledge imparted. Larry 
Sakayama snapped this photo back in June of 2013.

Just a year and half ago, all was well regarding live performances. Here, Greg 
Trafidlo and Friends perform at a house concert in Bridgewater VA. Left to 
right, Greg, Britt Mistele, Kathy Acosta, Mike Pearrell, David Simpkins, and 
Marc Baskind. All are SVSA members. (Photo by Judy Larson.)
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
Mike Degiorgi – President
ashley lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
salem, Va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


