
Due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the 
monthly in-person 
meetings of the SVSA 
have been cancelled.

Normally, meetings 
are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month in the LL Rice 

SEPTEMBER FEATURE ARTiclE (REPRiNT)

The Earnestness of Importance
Topical songs may have resonance

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
DUE BE
DUE BE

DUE
Pay $35

on our website

Room at the Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke VA at 
7:30 p.m. and end when 
the last song critique 
is finished, or at 10:30 
p.m., whichever comes 
first.

The next virtual on-
line live meeting will be 

Wednesday Sept 23 
at 7:00 p.m. Check 
your inbox for SVSA 
emails containing the 
latest info on deadlines 
for submitting songs 
and lyrics.

Keep safe and keep 
writing songs!

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0

SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Mike DeGiorgi
When I was being taught by 

nuns back in grade school, we 
sang a lot of  songs. Many were 
traditional Catholic hymns.

Starting in about the fifth grade 
though, we were introduced to a 
different kind of  song. They were 
the songs of  Woody Guthrie, Bob 
Dylan, Pete Seeger, Peter Paul and 
Mary, and Joan Baez.

I remember Sister Xavier Mary 
referring to them as “important 
songs.” They were about truth, 
justice, social change, protest ... 
lofty, lofty themes.

Within a couple of  years, I was 
teaching myself  to play the guitar 
and learning these important songs. 

I sang them with feeling, despite 
having only a shallow understanding 
of  the thematic issues they dealt 
with.

Then I got totally distracted 
by the Beatles, Motown, and the 
growing number of  rock bands that 
hooked me on their songs. These 
songs weren’t really important. They 
were catchy, danceable, evocative, 
beat driven ... all good and fun, just 
not that important.

When I first started writing 
songs, I wanted initially wanted 
to write the fun stuff: Songs about 
girls, heartache, novelty stuff, girls, 
dancing, girls. My first funny song 
was called Flip, The Bird and it was 

MIKE DeGIORGI
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F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 1

about a wounded sparrow I 
found, named, and nursed back 
to health. Some of  my friends 
still think it was the best song I 
ever wrote. I was 14.

As I got older though, I 
wanted to write more important 
songs, songs with a message. 
Songs that spoke about social 
and political issues. I was 
hearing them done by CSN&Y, 
Joni Mitchell, Richie Havens, 
Chicago, and others.

It seems a little easier 
now that I’m older. I guess 
I’ve seen a little more, have 
a better sense of  context and 
am more comfortable with my 
own perspective on a variety of  
issues. I’m also around a lot of  
songwriters and fellow SVSA 
members who are interested in 

these same 
types of  
songs.

I think 
a lot about 
what 
makes a 
decent
“impor-
tant 
song.” 
Here 
are 

some obser-
vations I’ve made:

• First and foremost, it has 
to be good music. The music has 
to grab you before the message 
can fully be received. I’ve heard 
performers being booed while 
singing songs that were politically 
charged. My initial reaction was 
always that the audience must 
have been polarized by the topic. 
The booing, though, was too 

loud for that. They were often just 
lousy songs.

• There is a fine line between 
passion and self-righteousness. 
When a singer crosses that line and 
the song starts to feel like a lecture, 
I zone out. This seems to happen 

more when a song does have the 
potential to polarize an audience. 
Politics and religion are subjects that 
can make it easy to cross that line. 

• The song really does have to 
sound authentic, 
otherwise it’s just 
pandering. There 
are a number of  
country artists who 
will write most of  
their songs about 
partying, getting 
drunk, redneck this 
and kickass that, then 
come out with some 
formulaic patriotic 
song. All of  a 
sudden, their gullible 
audience treats them 
with an unearned 
reverence. I’m not 
buying it.

• Can you sing 
about pain, suffering 

and emotion without actually 
inflicting it on the audience? I’ve 
written a song about Alzheimer’s 
and a song about spousal abuse. 
The spousal abuse song, Act 
of  Contrition, takes place in a 
church confessional and is a 
dialogue between a priest and an 
abuser seeking forgiveness, while 
knowing he’s going to abuse 
again. I’ve been told a few times 
that the subject and lyrics are too 
painful to listen to more than 
once. Maybe I went a little too far.

• Are you trying too hard? 
There are a whole bunch of  
important issues to write about. 
We usually pick the topics that 
resonate with us. The potential 
danger is in trying too hard to 
make the audience embrace that 
theme with the same amount 
of  passion that you have for 
it. Playing these songs to a 
likeminded audience is always 
helpful.

See Feature Article, page 3

WOODy 
GUThRIE
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When it all works, the results can be inspiring, 
provocative, uplifting, and a call to action. A while 
back, at an SVSA meeting, David Simpkins shared 
a song that was evocative of  the church killings in 
Charleston SC. The lyrics contained powerful imagery 
and touched on several timely themes: gun violence, 
racism, using religion to rationalize hate. It was an 
important song and I remembered it.

That’s the thing about these songs. Long after the 

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E Continued from page 2

newspaper articles and books have been written and 
forgotten, the musical chronicles of  these events lives 
on. How many young folks know what happened at 
Kent State University so many years ago? If  they hear 
the song Ohio, they will learn fast what happened and 
be treated to a great tune.

Keep em’ comin’!
(Editor’s Note: This article was reprinted from the 

May 2016 issue of  the SVSA Music News.)

Breaking out of the COVID blues 
by Mike DeGiorgi 

I’ll admit 
it. I’m weary. 
Zoomed out ... not 
seeing friends ... 
working too hard 
... taking virus 
precautions and 
worrying about 

not letting my guard down ... not 
finding any inspiration to write new 
tunes ... missing my mom, brothers, 
and sisters ... and now the passing 
of  Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg.

So, I decided to try and do 
something about it. Over the last 
month, I’ve had lots of  phone 
and email exchanges with SVSA 
members. Trying to figure out 
how we can break out of  this 
holding pattern of  constraint. 
You all have been tremendously 
helpful, providing input about 
critiques, workshops, our dues, 
and the overall state of  our little 
songwriting union.

At the suggestion of  Bob 
Schmucker and Josh Jones, I 
decided to look outside of  SVSA 
and gather some intel on what 
other songwriting groups are doing.

I had a lengthy conversation 
with Ron Goad from the 

Songwriters Association of  
Washington DC (SAW) and a host 
of  other writer groups as well.

Ron shared some ideas. The 
groups he’s involved with are 
increasing virtual showcases, often 

with a theme, like “funny song 
night.”

Mollye Otis, Greg Trafidlo, 
and Charlie Divers are putting 
together some online resources for 
us to draw from, so that we can 
continue to develop our writing 
skills. Mollye’s also looking 
into arranging a “blockbuster” 
workshop, with a songwriting 
legend. (How’s that for a teaser?)

Ashley Lucas is working on 
finding an outdoor space for us 
to hold our October meeting. It’ll 

probably be in the daytime, on a 
weekend. It’ll be a much needed 
chance to be together, share 
songs and have a safe, alternative 
gathering.

As for our Zoom meetings ... 
they aren’t perfect. It’s too easy to 
get bogged down. Not every song 
gets the attention it deserves. But, 
members are continuing to write 
songs. I’ve personally enjoyed being 
able to listen to tunes several times 
and then writing a critique that 
has more thought behind it. If  I 
listen to a song a few times, it sinks 
in differently from a single listen. 
There’s some really good work 
being produced!

Barbara Martin and Andy 
Smiley are able to participate from 
long distance.

Our newsletter continues to be 
a stellar representation of  SVSA. 
Where would we be without David 
Simpkins’ dedication to producing 
a quality product ... every month!

And continued thanks to 
Mike Franke for his knowledge of  
technology and generosity in being 
our Zoom host and webmaster. 

Finally, I’d like to share 
something Ron Goad sent to me 
in reference to song critiques. Over 

“Over the years, 
trying to find the right 
approach to giving 
feedback has been 
like searching for the 
Holy Grail. How do 
we strike a balance 
between being helpful, 
critical, and still 
encouraging?”

See Blues, page 4
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Next virtual SVSA meeting this Wednesday, Sept. 23 
The next on-line Zoom SVSA meeting is Wednesday 

September 23. We’ll start at 7:00 p.m., to allow for a little 
socializing and for anyone new to Zoom to get comfortable 
with it. Mike Franke will be our Zoom host and will e-mail a 
link to our Google Group before the meeting.

You need only to click on the link at the time of the 
meeting to participate. You can use a smart phone, tablet, 
or desktop computer.

Here are the instructions for submitting songs and 
lyrics as well as critique protocol. Recordings only; live 
performances don’t work well on Zoom:

• Use the SVSA Google Groups email address to send 
your lyrics (in the form of a PDF or a Word Document, not 
in the body of the email) and mp3 files. Send them in the 
same email if possible. include “#critique” in the subject 
line of the email. Send them directly – not in a response 
to another email – no later than noon on Tuesday 
September 22. 

• As you receive lyrics via Google email, print them so 
you can take notes during the discussion. Also note the 
email addresses of members who are submitting. 

• You are strongly encouraged to email your critique 
notes back to the songwriter. You can summarize in the 

text of the email or take a picture of the lyric sheet and 
email it back to the songwriter. Another option is to use the 
chat function in Zoom to send real-time feedback to each 
songwriter as their songs are being played.

We’ll see you all in cyberspace again this Wednesday!

Meeting Notes

B L U E S Continued from page 3

the years, trying to find the right 
approach to giving feedback 
has been like searching for the 
Holy Grail. How do we strike a 
balance between being helpful, 
critical, and still encouraging?

Ron sent a list he put together 
for SAW songwriting contest 
judges. It’s a reminder that a good 
song is built from a number of  
key components. We all have our 
favorites. They’re all important.

Here’s Ron Goad’s list of  key 
things to listen for and to absorb 
before writing a critique:

1. StrUctUre
The song segments seem to 

be the right length and sequence.

2. MelOdy
The melody is fresh, creative, 

and euphonic (pleasing to the ear).

3. dyNAMicS
The song builds nicely, it “goes 

somewhere,” and is not the same 
throughout.

4. cONtrASt
There are distinguishable 

contrasts among sections of  the 
song.

5. HOOK
At least one catchy, memorable 

lyrical/melodic phrase (usually 
the chorus) gives this song 
hummability.

6. lyricAl creAtiVity
The lyrics are readily 

understandable, cohesive, original, 
and fresh, not cliched, trite, or 
hackneyed.

7. POeticS
Vivid imagery is created by 

literary devices such as rhyme, 
rhythm, metaphor, simile, and 
alliteration. A taut song presents 
an ever-moving slide show of  
images.

8. PrOSOdy
The mood of  the melody 

matches the mood of  the lyrics.

9. reSOlUtiON
The song is resolved 

musically/lyrically in a satisfying 
way.

10. OVerAll eFFect
The song makes a great first 

impression and is effective for 
enjoyable, repeated listenings.

by Bill Stanton
SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi hosted the 

fifth “Zoom Tunes” meeting last month. Regular 
technical mastermind Mike Franke joined the 
meeting shortly after cooking supper for his 
family. Along with Mike and Mike, there were 
a total of  12 members in attendance. Six songs 
were submitted for critique by Bill Stanton, Mike 
Pearrell, Mollye Otis, Barbara Martin, Charlie 
Divers, and David Barudin.

Editor’s Note: Regular meeting correspondent 
Bill Stanton will be undergoing his second 
cataract surgery this month. We all wish him well!
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Former SVSA president and 
accomplished luthier Larry 
Sakayama submitted photos 
of a guitar he built to the Rc 
Tonewoods And Sons web site 
and was named as the featured 
builder for August 2020.

According to Sakayama, the 
wood for this jumbo guitar was 
reclaimed from a defunct Gordon 
laughead spinet piano. The top is 
made from the piano soundboard. 
The back, sides, and neck are 
made from the piano frame and 
pin block. The bracing is from the 
piano soundboard bracing. And 
the rosette is made from various 
maple pieces of the piano.

larry noted, “Taking apart a 
piano in a way that allows you to 
re-purpose the wood is a lot of 
work.”

The web site responded, “What 
a cool project and nice looking 
guitar!”

Rc Tonewoods is a supplier of 
wood for instrument makers. Their 
web site is at http://rctonewoods.
com

Sakayama 
guitar featured 

on wood-
supplier web 

site 
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SVSA member 
Barbara Martin ran 
into some gorgeous 
weather last month 
on the Wild Oak Trail 
from FR 95 to Bear 
Draft Trail. Barb 
states, “What a great 
trail, beautifully 
maintained!”

Musically, Barb will be 
streaming live (with 
the Barbara Martin 
Trio) on YouTube from 
the Virginia Museum 
for the Fine Arts on 
Thursday, October 
8. Search YouTube.
com for Dominion 
Energy Jazz Cafe. The 
live stream virtual 
concert is sponsored 
by the Richmond Jazz 
Society.

SVSA members Denise 
and Bob Schmucker (left) 
acquired the Bookbag 
Santa guitar recently. 
This custom guitar was 
made by the Blue Ridge 
Luthiers group from 
planks of ziricoat wood 
Gary Hunt (right) picked 
out in Belize, which was 
used on both the back 
and sides. Proceeds from 
the purchase will help 
support Gary’s Bookbag 
Santa charity that 
provides school supplies 
for the children of Belize.
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SVSA Vice President Ashley Lucas and her daughter Everly 
welcome the first weekend of September in a field of sunflowers. 
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SVSAer Marc Baskind played an outdoor show for 
The Harmony Collection at Roanoke senior living 
center in Roanoke VA on September 8. Marc displays 
an RC Cola, part of the event’s themed refreshments. 
You’ll notice there are no Moon Pies left in view.

SVSAers Mike DeGiorgi and Larry Sakayama step up to the socially distanced mics at a performance with 
their band, the Panini Brothers, at the Hickory Hill Winery in Moneta VA on September 5.

Below, SVSA Secretary
David Simpkins shows off
the Gretsch G2627T Stream-
liner electric guitar with Bigsby
that he bought on June 19  from
Musician’s Friend’s on-line “Stupid Deal Of The Day.” 
David says the deal was so stupid that he couldn’t 
pass it up – and that he’s already used his new axe on 
a home recording project.

OUT &ABOUT WITH THESVSA
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On September 19, SVSA Board Member Bob Schmucker performs 
at the Guitars Under The Star open mic held at Mill Mountain in 
Roanoke VA and sponsored by 3rd Street Coffeehouse. 

SVSAer Greg Trafidlo is back in the studio recording another full-length 
CD. Recently, he was joined on July 9 by SVSAers Britt Mistele (right) and 
Kathy Acosta, who laid down some backing vocal tracks. Below, those 
tiny masked marauders in the control room of Blackwater Studios at 
Smith Mountain Lake VA are Greg and studio owner Harold Thompson. 
(Photos by Kathy Acosta.)
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SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEWS

THE ENTWINED (Dan Hildebrand & Adonna Lemon)
Open Mic @ Grand Oaks Pavilion, Rocky Mount VA

by Dan Hildebrand
The Grand Oaks Pavilion is 

located on the grounds of  the Early 
Inn in Rocky Mount VA. It is used 
for weddings, festivals and other 
outdoor venues too large to host in 
the Early Inn Bed & Breakfast.

On the evening of  September 
18, Adonna Lemon and I attended a 
beer tasting and open mic, featuring 
beers from Beale’s and Three Notch 
breweries with music provided 
by Ben Rakes & Friends. Ben just 
opened a music recording studio 
in Ferrum VA and is an excellent 

bluegrass picker. 
The event was 

sold out at 80 persons 
with assigned seating 
and tables spaced 
out nicely for social 
distancing. 

There was a large 
carpeted stage and 
Ben’s new sound 
system providing 
plenty of  punch for each act and his 
bluegrass band. 

Each open mic musician was 
able to perform five songs with Ben 

running the sound that 
he tailored nicely to 
each artists style.

Adonna and I 
performed five upbeat 
cover songs (it was a 
flat-footin’ Franklin 
County kind of  crowd) 
and afterwords relaxed 
to some bluegrass 
music and “tasted” 
a variety of  different 
beers at the beer tasting. 
Our favorite was the 
October fest from 
Beale’s Brewery.

Ben also hosts 
open mics at the 
Rocky Mount 
Burger Company 
and at the Pavilion 
for special events. 

His music studio web site is www.
dillyValleyrecordings.com. I learned 
from our conversation that his rates 
are quite reasonable.



11  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  S E P T E M B E R   2 0 2 0

.

That question is easily 
answered by former SVSA 
president and accomplished 
luthier Larry Sakayama. “i 
built a canoe,” says larry.

And aside from expertise, 
time, effort, financing, and 
patience, exactly what else 
goes into such an endeavor? 
larry answered, “You need 
clamps. lOTS of clamps.”

Above, a top view of the 
canoe in progress. Middle, 
a bottom view. Bottom, the 
completed canoe afloat in 
Smith Mountain lake.

So what did 
YOU do this 
summer? 
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to 
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down 
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open 
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better 
safe than sorry.

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
coffeehouse has converted from brick and mortar to high-tech 
digital live streaming. Friday night performances will continue 
at 7:30 p.m. and will originate from the 3rd Street Facebook 
site. The “Third Thursdays at Third Street All Open Mic” and the 
“First Thursday Guitar Pull / Song circle” will be discontinued 
until further notice. Viewers may watch for free and there will 
be a virtual “hat” option so that donations may still be made to 
performers. Please check the 3rd Street coffeehouse Facebook 
page for information, updates, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the coronavirus pandemic has pretty 
much shut down live-in-person performances, 
there will be a dearth of listings in this section 
of the SVSA Music News for the foreseeable 

future. However, should any opportunities arise 
for SVSA members to perform, particularly via 
internet live streaming, we will try to list them 
along with as much information as is available.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular co-writers in disguise old dog, new tracks

Greg Trafidlo
carvEd in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals. 

Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary 
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted 
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA 
members appearing on the CD.

olD Dog – neW traCks — Songs that range 
from silly to sublime, drawing you in with 
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include I Got 
Stuck Behind Buford, Time is a Mountain, and 
The Tumbler. Buy it from CD Baby or contact 
Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

Mike Franke
what’S donE iS donE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

the crawlspace tapes

Greg Trafidlo
thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s newest 
CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

silver

dimestore detectivecup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contradictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

dimEStorE dEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

songwriter sessions
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES from thE road — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from thE hEart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LifE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“I need to be depressed to 
get good material. It’s hard 
to write when you’re happy, 

so I’ll ask a co-writer, ‘Please 
tell me about the terrible 
parts of your relationships.” 

~ Kacey Musgraves
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Bill Stanton 
ELEctric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for vEtEranS & PatriotS — covers 
topics concerning Vietnam veterans, POW/MIA 
warriors, the United States flag, military holidays, 
and the Medal Of Honor. The original compositions 
are performed in country, bluegrass, and southern 
rock styles. Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans & patriots

Most of us are looking forward to getting back to “normal” 
performances again. Here’s one from the “good old days” 
of September 2017: Mike Pearrell headlining at 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA backed by SVSA members Greg 
Trafidlo, Britt Mistele, Kathy Acosta (the KGB), and (not pictured) 
David Simpkins. (Photo by Steve Clark.)
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

SVSA Board Members:
mike degiorgi – President
ashley Lucas - Vice President
david Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franke – Treasurer
Mollye otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
dennis danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry helms - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
P.o. Box 698
Salem, va 24153
www.svsasongs.com


