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Song structure
Starting with a chorus

ASHLEY LUCAS
Due to coronavirus
restrictions, the
monthly in-person
meetings of the SVSA
have been cancelled.
Normally, meetings
are held on the fourth
Wednesday of the
month in the LL Rice

by Ashley Lucas
A few years ago, I discovered
a band called the Lone Bellow.
I was attracted to their beautiful
harmonies blending over fairly
simple lyrics.
I noticed a trend with their tunes:
the majority of their most popular
songs began with the chorus.
Coincidence? Who knows, but it
got me thinking about how effective
it felt. After all, the stories may be
told in the verse, but the repetition,
the hook, the plot, the main idea, is
found in the chorus. Why not set the
stage with that?
How many songs can you think
of that begin with a chorus? I could
not think of one.
Room at the Jefferson
Center in Roanoke VA at
7:30 p.m. and end when
the last song critique
is finished, or at 10:30
p.m., whichever comes
first.
The next virtual online live meeting will be

Sifting through my Spotify
playlist, I found a handful: If I Die
Young by the Band Perry, Samson by
Regina Spektor, I Swear by All-4One, Blue Skies by Tom Waits, Kiss
Me Darlin’ by Twin Forks, and Oh
Girl by the Chi-Lites.
Six songs out of probably
600 of all different genres on my
playlist. That tells me that starting
a song with a chorus is not very
common. However, what all those
aforementioned songs share is that
they’re really good songs.
So how would one go about
writing a song that begins with a
chorus?
My particular writing style

Wednesday October
28 at 7:00 p.m. Check
your inbox for SVSA
emails containing the
latest info on deadlines
for submitting songs
and lyrics.
Keep safe and keep
writing songs!

See Feature Article, page 2
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This is a screen shot of last month’s SVSA Zoom meeting. Members
attending were (from top left) Mike DeGiorgi, Mike Franke, Mollye Otis,
Jeff Smith, Mike Pearrell, David Simpkins, Charlie Divers, Julie Borden,
Larry Sakayama, Andy Smiley, Jimmie Landry, Bob Schmucker, and Celie
Holmes. (Photo by Mike Franke.)

FE AT U R E A RTI C LE
doesn’t lend to writing a chorus
first. I typically start with a
melody, then move to the story
(verse), then come up with a
chorus based on the verse.
Does the Lone Bellow write
the same way I do, but move a
chorus to the beginning of the
song for effect? I tried to adopt
that to a couple of songs I’ve

Continued from page 1

already written. A few of them
worked, melodically, with a chorus
up front, but none of them sounded
better.
If you were to listen to a few of
the songs I listed, such as I Swear or
If I Die Young, or the Lone Bellow’s
You Never Need Nobody, you’ll notice
that the first chorus was sung with
little or no musical accompaniment.
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Is moving the chorus to the
beginning of the song a welldevised production trick? It very
well could be.
Have you ever intentionally
written a song that begins with a
chorus? Do you think you could?
(Editor’s Note: This article was
edited and reprinted from the May
2017 SVSA Music News.)

Next SVSA Zoom meeting this Wednesday, Oct. 28
The next on-line Zoom SVSA meeting is Wednesday
October 28. We’ll start at 7:00 p.m., to allow for a little
socializing and for anyone new to Zoom to get comfortable
with it. Mike Franke will be our Zoom host and will e-mail a
link to our Google Group before the meeting.
You need only to click on the link at the time of the
meeting to participate. You can use a smart phone, tablet,
or desktop computer.
Here are the instructions for submitting songs and
lyrics as well as critique protocol. Recordings only; live
performances don’t work well on Zoom:
• Use the SVSA Google Groups email address to send
your lyrics (in the form of a PDF or a Word Document, not
in the body of the email) and mp3 files. Send them in the

same email if possible. Include “#Critique” in the subject
line of the email. Send them directly – not in a response
to another email – no later than noon on Tuesday October
27.
• As you receive lyrics via Google email, print them so
you can take notes during the discussion. Also note the
email addresses of members who are submitting.
• You are strongly encouraged to email your critique
notes back to the songwriter. You can summarize in the
text of the email or take a picture of the lyric sheet and
email it back to the songwriter. Another option is to use the
chat function in Zoom to send real-time feedback to each
songwriter as their songs are being played.
We’ll see you all in cyberspace again this Wednesday!

Informal SVSA in-person meeting held yesterday
by Denise Schmucker
and David Simpkins
The small turn-out for the first
in-person SVSA meeting held since last
February certainly could not be blamed
on the weather or the location.
Like almost everything else these
days, the blame can be placed squarely
on the COVID-19 virus. People are simply
not getting out and assembling as they
did in the pre-pandemic days.
Kudos to SVSA board members for
trying, though. The socially-distanced
meeting was scheduled a while back via
the SVSA Google Group email for Sat Oct
24 and was set for the Windridge Parkway
Pavilion on top of Windy Gap Mountain.
The setting was made to order, with
appropriately spaced picnic tables under
a shelter surrounded by falling leaves and
the occasional wandering deer.
All agreed that it was great to
reconnect in person with the sharing of
songs, stories, jokes, fellowship, and lots
of laughter.
A large turn-out was to supplant
this month’s online meeting, but since
that didn’t happen, please see the above
article for info regarding this coming
Wednesday’s Zoom meeting.
More photos on page four.

The setting for the SVSA get-together on Sat Oct 24.
(Photo by Denise Schmucker.) More photos next page.
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Attending the Sat Oct
24 SVSA in-person
meeting were Denise &
Bob Schmucker, Mollye
Otis, Jim Cole, Mike
DeGiorgi, and Richard
Raymond.

Mollye Otis
Bob Schmucker (background) and Richard
Raymond. All photos by Denise Schmucker.
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SVSA SHOWCASE
Songwriters In The Round

FRI 30

OCT

FEATURING
• Barbara Martin
• David Simpkins
• Mike Pearrell
• Mike Franke

FACEBOOK
LIVESTREAM
PRESENTED BY

7:30 PM
FREE
GO TO THE 3RD STREET COFFEEHOUSE
FACEBOOK PAGE AND LOOK FOR LIVE VIDEO

Seeking holiday
video submissions!
SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi
says that because the pandemic
has put a freeze on the Holiday CD
plan, the SVSA invites members to
submit videos of Holiday songs to
Vice President Ashley Lucas and
she will post them on the SVSA
Facebook page. You can submit
originals or covers. Be as creative
and fun as you want!

At the end of last month, avid hiker Barbara
Martin explored the St. Mary’s Wilderness Trail
in the George Washington National Forest.

Dan Hildebrand recently visited the Sprecher Brewery
in Milwaukee WI. (Photo by Adonna Lemon.)
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Herb Alpert is ... something you must see
by Charlie Divers

One of my heroes,
not only as a
musician, but as
a human-being, is
Herb Alpert. On
October 1, I was
fortunate enough
to see the premiere of a great special
about his life, Herb Alpert is….
For me, it couldn’t have come
at a better time. I admit there were
times during the show that I teared
up. It was good to see and hear
not only the music that has always
meant so much to me, but also to
see a human being who acts with
such generosity, thoughtfulness, and
kindness.
For those of us of a certain
age, (which is most of us) we
remember that the music of Herb
Alpert and the Tijuana Brass was
everywhere in the mid-late ’60s.
Besides the radio, it was on game
shows, TV commercials, you name
it. (Remember the chewing gum
commercial, The Teaberry Shuffle?)
In today’s times, having your
music used in sync is stressed like
never before. Alpert was the master
before it achieved such importance.
As a musician, Alpert has two
accomplishments that may never be
duplicated. He’s the only artist to
have a #1 Billboard hit as a vocalist
– with This Guy’s In Love With You
in 1968 along with his band, the
Tijuana Brass (written by some other
musical heroes Bacharach/David) –
and as an instrumentalist – with Rise
in 1979.
Also with the Tijuana Brass, in
April 1966, he had five albums in the
Billboard Top 20 at the same time.
No one, not the Beatles, Michael
Jackson, or Garth Brooks ever
accomplished this.

HERB ALPERT

Along with his partner Jerry
Moss, Alpert co-founded A&M
Records, said to be the most
successful independent label of
all-time. (I think Berry Gordy might
dispute that.) It was home to a
number of totally original artists
like the Police, Cat Stevens, and
a brother-sister act that bounced
around the LA music scene before he
took a shot with their soft-rock style,
the Carpenters.
Alpert is a major philanthropist.
Over the years, his foundation
has given away tens of millions of
dollars – money not only earned by
his music, but also by his sculptures
which sell for hundreds of thousands
of dollars.
The show also focused on his
40 plus-year marriage to Lani Hall,
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who was part of another great A&M
discovery, Sergio Mendes and Brasil
’66. Their bond and obvious love
for one another is reason enough to
watch the film.
They still perform together. I saw
them at the Birchmere in Alexandria
VA in 2018. Alpert told a great story
of how when Brasil ’66 opened a
tour for them, he warned his band
not to mess with the girl singers. He
said it wasn’t smart or good business.
Oh well ... so much for being smart.
If you want a mega-dose of
humanity and something that’s
uplifting (and also a demonstration
of supreme artistry), I recommend
this special highly. It’s available for
purchase and on all major streaming
platforms. There’s also a companion
CD box-set.

“It’s what you do
with what you’ve got”
by Greg Trafidlo
My wife Judy and I ran into this street musician in the
city of Trinidad de Cuba on a trip in late 2017.
He was singing a very popular song, Comandante Che
Guevara, which I heard in about every town we went.
Of all the arrangements I heard of it, I was blown away
by his – almost as much as I was by this guy’s capo! It looked like a tongue depressor attached with a couple yards of
string. In fact, it took him a couple minutes of wrapping for
him to put it on his guitar to fulfill my request.
Five months later, Marc Baskind and I visited Cuba, through Guitar Player magazine.
So, luckily, I wound up in Trinidad de
Cuba again. There, in the exact
same spot, was this street singer
troubadour.
So I asked him to do Comandante Che Guevara. He was as surprised and delighted for the request as much I was glad to see
him again. Gave him 20 pesos.
The musicians of Cuba really
know how to make do with what
they have. I know of a Cuban standup bass player who used deep-sea
fishing line for strings.
As the Si Kahn song says, “It’s not what
you’re given. It’s what you do with what you’ve got.”
Had I known that this chance meeting would happen, I would have brought that musician a shiny new
Shubb capo. If only there was some way I could get one
to him. Guess that means another trip!

Photo by Greg Trafidlo
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Speaking of Cuba (as we did on the previous page) here’s Greg Trafidlo and Marc Baskind on their visit to
the southern island in 2017.
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Below, SVSA Secretary
David Simpkins shows off
the 2016 G&L ASAT Tribute
electric guitar that he bought
Sept 16 from a seller on Facebook’s
Marketplace. David says the purchase was a simple
matter, even in the pandemic climate. It involved a
trip to Roanoke VA, a socially distanced exchange
in a parking lot (seller and buyer were masked), and
a brief elbow bump to seal the deal. David says it’s
a welcome addition to his home recording guitar
arsenal, providing a single coil/humbucker pickup
array that is more versatile than the standard two
single coil set up of most Telecaster-type guitars.

On Oct 13, SVSAer David McWilliams performed on
3rd Street Coffeehouse’s live streaming Facebook
program, “Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest
Virginia.” David joins a number of SVSA members
who have performed on the livestream.

Submitted by former SVSA President Larry Sakayama.

10 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | O C T O B E R 2 0 2 0

SVSA President Mike DeGiorgi snags the last few
rays of this year’s September sun out on Smith
Mountain Lake. (Photo by Kay DeGiorgi.)
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SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
BARBARA MARTIN
Oct 30, SVSA Virtual Showcase: Songwriters in the
Round with David Simpkins, Mike Franke, and Mike
Pearrell. 7:30 p.m. Third Street Coffeehouse Facebook
page at https://fb.me/e/1CvWU6kiO
Nov 5, Kickoff Event for the Staunton Public Library
book sale. Noon-1:00 p.m. Gypsy Hill Park Gym, 116
Regimental Rd, Staunton VA. Social distancing and
mask wearing will be required. Free.

Nov 6, 10, 14, Veterans History Project Virtual Concert
with 3 other performers. I will be debuting a new
song and talking about my family’s experience with
the death of my brother, Dennis, in the Vietnam War.
https://www.facebook.com/vetshistoryproject
Dec 3, Virtual Dominion Energy Jazz Cafe, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
Barbara Martin Trio with Lucy Kilpatrick on piano and
Mike Hawkins on bass. Live streaming from the stage
at Virginia Museum for the Fine Arts in Richmond VA.
Search youtube.com for Virtual Dominion Energy Jazz
Cafe December 3.

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street
Coffeehouse transitioned to high-tech digital live streaming.
Friday night performances are continuing at 7:30 p.m. and
originate from the 3rd Street Facebook site. Viewers may watch
for free and there are virtual “hat” options for tips. Please check
the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest info,
updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.
Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia

Friday Night Livestream Stage

Oct 27...................................... Clinton Collins
Nov 3....................................... Election Day (no show)
Nov 10..................................... Kat Mills
Nov 17..................................... open (need performer)
Nov 24..................................... Dr. Robert Trent
Dec 1....................................... David Simpkins
Dec 8....................................... Greg Trafidlo
Dec 15..................................... Ash Devine
Sometime in 2021................... Darrell Scott

Date
10/30
11/06
11/13
11/20
11/27
12/04
12/06
12/11
12/18

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

Feature Act.....................Opening Act
SVSA Virtual Showcase: Songwriters In The Round
Jim Lord.........................Laura Pole
Caleb Ryan Martin.........Wayne Willingham
4 Random Notes...........The Entwined
Katie Mitchell..................Thomas Earl
Davis Bradley Duo.........The Entwined
Special Sunday Show: Lana Puckett and Kim Person
Root 2 Music..................Larry Sakayama
The Panini Brothers.....Elizabeth Lockhart

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...
Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better
safe than sorry.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

carved in song

folk singular

co-writers in disguise

old dog, new tracks

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD
reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
Co-Writers in Disguise — Contemporary
folk/country with an emphasis on well-crafted
lyrics and humor. With a number of SVSA
members appearing on the CD.
Old Dog – New Tracks — Songs that range

from silly to sublime, drawing you in with
warmth, wit, and humor. Songs include I Got
Stuck Behind Buford, Time is a Mountain, and
The Tumbler. Buy it from CD Baby or contact
Greg at kirasongs@aol.com.

13 | SVSA MUSIC NEWS | O C T O B E R 2 0 2 0

SVSA Members’ Recordings

the crawlspace tapes

silver

winkin’

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

songwriter sessions

Greg Trafidlo

Mike Pearrell

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s newest

cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

Trifolkal
SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

Steve Clark
DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

Josh Jones

The Entwined

Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

SONGWRITER SESSIONS — The CD was

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from reallife ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony
by Adonna Lemon.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.
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“I hate to say this, but
in the late ’70s, the smart
people liked punk and the
dumb people liked Journey.”
~ Howie Klein, President
Reprise Records

SVSA Members’ Recordings

electric bill

acoustic bill

songs for veterans & patriots

Bill Stanton

Jerry Gilmore

ELECTRIC BILL — Ten original songs of Bill’s

songs for veterans & patriots — covers

lyrics and melodies accompanied by former
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s.

ACOUSTIC BILL — Ten original songs with

lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by
former bandmates on acoustic instruments
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early
1970s through 2000.

topics concerning Vietnam veterans, POW/MIA
warriors, the United States flag, military holidays,
and the Medal Of Honor. The original compositions
are performed in country, bluegrass, and southern
rock styles. Available from CDBaby.

It’s Sunday morning and long-time SVSA
member Greg Trafidlo is at home sharpening
up his mandolin skills. (Photo by Judy Larson.)
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

SVSA DISCLAIMER

The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit
organization.

SVSA Board Members:

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of
the month. Announcements from members will be
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and,
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

Mike DeGiorgi – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franke – Treasurer
Mollye Otis - At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Dennis Danner - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member

About Members’
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.
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SVSA
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