
Due to coronavirus 
restrictions, the 
monthly in-person 
meetings of the SVSA 
have been cancelled.

Normally, meetings 
are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the 
month in the LL Rice 

january FeaTure arTicle

Surprises from a pandemic

See Feature Article, page 2

DueS Be
Due Be
Due Be

Due

Yearly $35
on our website

Room at the Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke VA at 
7:30 p.m. and end when 
the last song critique 
is finished, or at 10:30 
p.m., whichever comes 
first.

The next virtual on-
line live meeting will be 

Wednesday Jan 27 at 
7:00 p.m. Check your 
inbox for SVSA emails 
containing the latest 
info on deadlines for 
submitting songs and 
lyrics.

Keep safe and keep 
writing songs!

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1

SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Barbara Martin
When the pandemic started 

hitting in March and one by 
one gigs started disappearing, 
I assumed I’d be taking the 
retirement from my music career 
that I’d been planning for a few 
more months down the road.

I’d been wondering for years 
what I’d do without gigs. Would I 
keep playing music, writing songs 
without an audience to play for? 
When I didn’t need to rehearse for 
an upcoming gig what would I do?

Now with the pandemic, I 
would find out. For the first time in 
almost 30 years I stopped looking 
for gigs. I stopped promoting 
myself. There didn’t seem to be any 
point.

Then I received an email from 

the Veteran’s History Project asking 
me to put together a 15-minute 
video to be part of a virtual 
Veterans Day concert they were 
planning.

This was exciting news and got 
me working on a couple of songs 
that were sitting in a folder at the 
bottom of a drawer. I reconnected 
with SVSA with the Zoom meetings 
and received invaluable help from 
members with these songs. 

Next, I had to face something 
I’d been avoiding for a long time: 
creating videos. I’d been resisting 
this for years. Why should I get into 
the video/youtube thing when I 
was planning to retire?

The Veteran’s History Project 
job was so dear to my heart that BarBara MarTin
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F e a T u r e  a r T i c l e continued from page 1

I bought a new phone and a 
special microphone for the 
phone. I then dug into learning 
how to make a video. It really 
wasn’t as bad as I thought it 
would be. The hardest part 
was pretending there was an 
audience listening as I talked 
into the phone. 

It didn’t stop there. Soon, 
I was participating in an SVSA 
Songwriter’s Showcase. Now 
I had to figure out how to play 
music on Zoom! With a lot of 
help and patience from Bob 
Schmucker, I found I was able 
to start getting the hang of it.

The final hurdle was 
performing on the Tuesday 
Tunes series sponsored by 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse that raises 
money for Feeding Southwest 
Virginia.

I’d never used Facebook Live 
before and boy, was I nervous. 
As I set it all up with instructions 
from Bob and pressed the button 
on the phone at the appointed 
time I thought, well, I hope 
something’s happening! It all 
turned out fine.

One of the finest moments 
of pandemic performing for me 

so far has been recording a video 
for the Richmond Jazz Society at 
the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. I 
hadn’t played with other musicians 
for a long time, so it was a real treat 
to play with Lucy Kilpatrick on 
piano and Mike Hawkins on bass.

I hadn’t played in a theater for 
a long time, either. Even though 
the seats were empty, it was still 
thrilling, with an excellent sound 
system and two professional video 
cameramen taping the show.

Since I’d determined that I 
don’t really have a “music career” 
anymore, I decided to be myself. 
Instead of bringing my electric jazz 

guitar that I never play, I brought 
my acoustic. Instead of playing 
only jazz standards, 2/3 of the 
sets were my originals. Instead of 
planning what I’d say to make an 
impact in the interview, I had no 
plan and just rolled with it. The 
funny thing is it was one of the 
most successful shows I’ve ever 
done.

The pandemic has helped me 
to let go of old ideas and open up 
to new ones. What a nice surprise!

Here’s a link if you’d like 
to watch the Richmond show: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=agKRfiFZRj4

“I’d been wondering for years what I’d do 
without gigs. Would I keep playing music, 
writing songs without an audience to play 
for? When I didn’t need to rehearse for an 

upcoming gig what would I do?”

Virginia Museum Of Fine arts
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New challenges spur growth and change
by Mollye Otis

There is nothing like going 
beyond your level of comfort to 
learn something new. It triggers all 
manner of cacophony of the mind, 
but in this state of destabilization is 
the greatest potential for growth.

I know this to be true from life 
experience; the times of greatest 
life challenge were the times I 
grew the most. And with every 
challenge comes new dimensions 
of development, like a geode 
exposing facets of crystal. The 
brain’s neuroplasticity remakes us 
anew. (Yes, I may be turning into an 
Amethyst crystal.)

Times of change also trigger 
older, deeper insecurities. If we 
can stay observant of our own 
tendencies toward inertia and fear, 
we learn to see beyond our seeming 
limitations and stay open to new 
energies and capabilities.

More clearly than ever before, I 
see SVSA as its individual members 
and realize we have a lot going 
right for us; the longevity of the 
group, the good-natured sense of 
connection, the collective heart and 
mind to pursue the creative voice 
and most importantly, the goodwill 
to foster and support the love of 
songwriting with others at any level 
of skill.

This is an association that 
creates community and stimulates 
every participant to challenge 
themselves. We learn by sharing our 
work in a safe space with people 
who hold our best interest to heart.

Not bad eh? 
Coming into my first meeting 

as your new president, I am excited 
to see how the SVSA is growing 
and changing. We are all, like it 
or not, changed forever by online 
learning. But everyone who has had 
to quickly adapt to ZOOM is by now 

familiar with it and adapting to it. 
So are we.

The Board just held its first 
meeting and started brainstorming 
ideas for the SVSA’s growth. We 

know we will be meeting online for 
the foreseeable months, so adapting 
to ZOOM with a greater sense of 
order will make it fairer and easier 
to work together.

We will also be implementing 
some activities that we hope 
will make for lighthearted fun 
and provide worthy learning 
opportunities for everyone.

Over time, we plan to 
streamline the song submission and 
feedback process. These endeavors 
will help sustain us now as well 
as shepherd SVSA through the 
transition and return to meeting 
in person. We expect to be in a 
stronger position to better serve 
the whole membership and perhaps 
attract more songwriters to our 
meetings.

Since providing feedback is 
the core of the SVSA mission, we 
want to improve our effectiveness 
with the process. Over time, we can 

reshape the ways we interact and 
refine how we address the work 
of others with respect to level, 
intention, music and lyric elements 
and production values.

I recommend that everyone 
read the article “Giving Song 
Feedback Like a Pro.” It is a fine 
starting place. (It will be emailed 
via the SVSA Google Group.)

I will be moderating 
our upcoming meetings and 
implementing concepts and 
procedures to help us be more 
purposeful. Changes will be subtle 
and implemented with care so 
as not to disturb the ease of our 
current interactions but with the 
desire to “move the needle” slightly 
in a stronger direction.

Even better eh?
Not one of us has remained 

untouched and unaffected by the 
ravages of the past year … and 
we’re not in the clear yet. Until 
we are safe to move back into the 
public space and meet face to face, I 
encourage all members to take this 
chance to renew your connection 
with this organization, to work 
with us to revitalize our interests 
and outreach, and deepen the value 
of our association as songwriters. 
It serves as a step toward healing 
ourselves and each other.

As I learn to be a leader, I will 
be challenged personally to grow, 
adapt, change and develop. But I 
step into this responsibility with a 
wondrous sense of serving others, 
holding a firm desire to contribute 
to the health and wellbeing of 
this worthy organization. I do so 
willingly, cheerfully and with great 
hope for the continuity of SVSA and 
the future of our joyful creative 
work together. And so let it be and 
so it is.

The best to everyone for 2021!

President’s 
Message

MOllye OTiS
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Next SVSA Zoom meeting this Wednesday, Jan 27 
The next on-line Zoom SVSA meeting is this coming 

Wednesday January 27 at 7:00 p.m. Mike Franke will  
host and will e-mail a link to our Google Group before the 
meeting. Check your in-box for that message.

It’s easy – just click on the link at the time of the 
meeting to participate. You can use a smart phone, tablet, 
or desktop computer.

To submit songs and lyrics (recordings only; live 
performances don’t work well on Zoom), do this:

• Use the SVSA Google Groups email address to send 
your lyrics (in the form of a PDF or a Word Document, 
not in the body of the email) and mp3 files. Send them 
in the same email if possible. Include “#Critique” in the 

subject line of the email. Send them DIReCTLY – not 
in a response to another email – no later than noon on 
Tuesday, January 26. 

• Print out the lyrics that you receive so that you can 
add comments during the discussion. Also note the email 
addresses of members who are submitting. 

• Then, email your critique notes back to the 
songwriter. You can summarize in the text of the email or 
take a picture of the lyric sheet and email it back to the 
songwriter. You can also use the chat function in Zoom to 
send real-time feedback to each songwriter as their songs 
are being played.

We’ll see you all in cyberspace again this Wednesday!

SVSA member Larry Sakayama came across this 
interesting license plate recently. If this person isn’t a 
member of the SVSA – and we don’t think they are – 
then shouldn’t they be?



5  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  january 2021

SVSA member Barbara Martin 
(author of this month’s front-
page feature article) is pictured 
at the Hone Quarry Falls off 
Slate Spring Trail.

o u t  &  a b o u t  w i t h  t h e  s v s a
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e D i T O r ’ S  n O T e
Larry Sakayama, former SVSA president and current member, got in touch with Kent Sallaz, 
his Sweetwater representative, and obtained approval from the on-line music retailer’s 
marketing department to reprint articles from their SweetNotes newsletter. These informative 
articles will become a frequent feature from now on here in the SVSA Music News newsletter.

Key Concepts
by Jacob Dupre

Can music ever truly be 
considered “bad?” Here’s my 
answer: no. Okay, that’s all folks, 
thanks for reading ... Just kidding.

I’ve had this topic on my mind a 
lot lately and have enjoyed debating 
it with my friends. Musical taste 
is clearly subjective, yet music 
is a product of purely objective 
scientific laws that we learn to 
shape and bend according to our 
unique tastes. But many believe 
that modern music isn’t “good” 
music and has ushered in an era of 
simplicity designed for people who 
are satisfied with things that are 
familiar and easy to consume.

I consider myself a fairly 
objective person, but this still begs 
the question: can music ever be 
considered “bad?” Consider these 
points:

• Music used to be good
Many will declare that the best 

eras of popular music are behind 
us. They point to the days of vintage 
recording technology, live bands 
who could get it in one take, no 
overdubbing, and no streaming 
platforms. They say that the music 
itself was just inherently better 
then. 

• New music starts as a taboo
Consider the similarities 

Notes
Good Versus Bad

between two very different genres: 
rock ’n’ roll and rap. Both were 
initially viewed by many as vulgar 
and racy, but they achieved massive 
popularity. But fans of one may 
dislike the other. Is this simply a 
generational difference? Or has 
popular music actually gotten 
worse?

• The death of melody
Some say that the days of great 

melodic craftsmanship are over. 
Whether you believe this or not, 
music leading up to and after the 
turn of the 21st century is, at the 
very least, different. Rap introduced 
rhythmic poetry, which often 
contains few melodic elements. 
It also frequently features sub-
bass lines that bear no harmonic 
connection to the chord structure. 
These elements seem to have 
infected every modern pop genre to 
some degree. For many people, this 
represents a growing disinterest in 
melody. Is this bad?

Ultimately, great music 
expresses emotion. A great artist 
of any medium strives to create 
an emotional response with their 
art. If emotional response is the 
criterion, then there simply can’t 
be “bad” music. Perhaps we can say 
there are levels of compositional 
depth contained in some music 
that aren’t present in other genres. 

Perhaps some genres and artists 
are just too different to compare. 
But again, these are subjective 
opinions.

For me, I think less about “good 
versus bad” and instead give myself 
a goal: to maintain an open mind 
and know that our greatest musical 
accomplishments could be just 
around the corner.

Here are three exercises that 
will help you open your mind to 
new possibilities in your playing 
and composing:

1. Write a song outside of a DAW.
I admit it: I love my home 

studio, and I know you love yours, 
too. There are few things as exciting 
as opening a new DAW project and 
creating a song from scratch.

But working in a DAW affects 
your songwriting process. 
Anything you write can be looped, 
transposed, transformed, and 
made to sound full and legitimate 
quickly. This is not a dismissal of 
this writing process. I use it myself 
and know that it’s effective and 
valid. However, it can cause you 
to employ easier, electronic forms 
of musical manipulation rather 
than exploring other methods. I 
challenge you to write a song away 
from the computer. For example, 
you could work out a melody 
on your instrument or write out 

See Sweetwater, page 7



7  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  january 2021

S W e e T W a T e r continued from page 6

lyrics. The goal is to let your ideas 
solidify in your head and/or on an 
instrument before you move into 
the digital realm.

2. Write a song without a 
traditional melody.

The idea in this exercise is 
to avoid traditional means of 
composing a melody. Perhaps you 
create a melody using only one note 
or without any melodic contour, 
like a rap or poem spoken out of 
time over instrumental music. 
Maybe you record sounds in your 
backyard and edit them into a 
“soundscape” composition. Maybe 
you write a chord progression 

without a melody but give it enough 
musical elements (dynamics, 
rhythm, shifting key centers, etc.) to 
make it satisfying on its own. You’ll 
find that limiting your melodic 
possibilities will cause you to 
explore other elements of music in 
new ways.

3. Write an arrangement of a 
song outside your interests.

Take a song from outside your 
liking/generation/era, learn it 
inside and out, then write your 
own version or arrangement. For 
example, if you grew up in the ’70s, 
learn a song from the 2000s or vice 
versa. If you love hip-hop but rarely 

listen to classic rock, learn a song 
in that genre. If you exclusively 
play classical piano, learn a jazz 
standard. Once you learn the song, 
let your creativity run free with 
zero boundaries. I know some of 
you are thinking this seems like 
a silly exercise. But I encourage 
you to let go of judgments and 
sincerely give this a try. It could 
give you newfound respect and 
understanding of a type of music 
you never would have listened to 
otherwise.

Reprinted with permission from 
Sweetwater.com - SweetNotes 
Holiday 2020 Issue.)

A surprise in the mail
by Greg Trafidlo

Recently, I received a card from 
legendary songwriter Billy Edd Wheeler 
regarding my new CD release, “A Different 
Story.” This made my day and then some!

With Billy Edd, music and dogs are a 
recurring theme. His second career as a 
painter is a true inspiration.

Our friendship goes way back — and I 
was thrilled to perform my original song Ode 
To Billy Edd in Lewisburg WV at a tribute to 
him a year ago.

If you haven’t read his autobiography, 
“Hotter Than A Pepper Sprout” — he wrote 
Jackson, made famous by Johnny Cash and 
June Carter — then there’s a real gap in your 
songwriting education.
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by Jerry Gilmore
A couple of months ago, I traveled to Madison 

AL to perform at a benefit gig for an old Navy 
buddy of mine. “Hard Luck” Horton and I were 
stationed together in 1966-69 in Pensacola FL.

“Hard Luck” has indeed fallen on hard times 
due to an accident on his farm.

I provided a set of my ‘GiveBack Music’ for the 
residents of the facility where “Hard Luck” lives. 
He was clearly overjoyed. He sat in his rocking 
chair and hung onto every note.

I stayed overnight with his daughter and her 
husband and returned to Atlanta the next day.  It 
was certainly a worthwhile trip and I met two new 
friends.

They say that a picture is worth a thousand words. This photo is proof positive. It was taken 
when SVSA member Jerry Gilmore (left) and his Navy buddy “Hard Luck” Horton first saw 
each other after many many years.  

Old friends
are always

the best friends
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SVSA member Julie Borden and her husband Josh — as Kinnfolk — filmed their set for the 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse Acoustic Christmas Facebook show on December 19. The full concert, featuring a 
number of SVSA members, is available for viewing on the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page.

Benefit totals 
continue to climb

SVSA member Greg 
Trafidlo’s December 11 
performance on 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse’s Tuesday Tunes 
Facebook livestream put 
the total donated to Feeding 
Southwest Virginia over 
$8000. That adds up to 40,000 
healthy meals made available 
to needy folks in southwest 
Virginia. The weekly series 
continues on into 2021.
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have shut down due to 
coronavirus concerns so the SVSA will follow suit and stand down 
from posting our two-page who, what, where, and when of open 
mics. We all look forward to the better days ahead but for now, better 
safe than sorry.

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse transitioned to high-tech digital live streaming. 
Friday night performances are continuing at 7:30 p.m. and 
originate from the 3rd Street Facebook site. Viewers may watch 
for free and there are virtual “hat” options for tips. Please check 
the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest info, 
updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia

Jan 26 .......................................................Tom Paxton
Feb 02 ....................................................... JD Sutphin
Feb 07 .....................................Ladies Of Radar Rose
Feb 16 .....................................................Seph Custer
Feb 23 .......................................................... Kinnfolk
Sometime in 2021....................................Darrell Scott

Friday Night Facebook Livestream Stage
Date	 Feature	Act	........................................ Opening	Act
01/29	 Dave	Rudolf	......................................Bob Schmucker
02/05	 Cameron	&	Mary	...............................Mike Pearrell
02/12	 Wayne	Willingham	............................ The Entwined

3rd Thursday Facebook Zoom Public Open Mic

Feb 18  ......hosted by Jim Page and Bob Schmucker
Mar 18  ......hosted by Jim Page and Bob Schmucker
Apr 15  ......hosted by Jim Page and Bob Schmucker

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic has pretty 
much shut down live-in-person performances, 
there will be a dearth of listings in this section 
of the SVSA Music News for the foreseeable 

future. However, should any opportunities arise 
for SVSA members to perform, particularly via 
internet live streaming, we will try to list them 
along with as much information as is available.
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2020: the YeAR iN Review
The following is an excerpt 

from the 2020 Annual Report 
of Operations for 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse. As SVSA is such 
an integral part of our success, 
I’m pleased to share this with 
you.

Here’s a list of 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse accomplishments 

this past year:

• Introduced new logo on January 1st and 
purchased new coffee mugs in January.

• Initiated GoFundMe campaign in late January to 
cover costs for new mugs ($462.07) and ended 
up raising over $1,500. The extra money covered 
weekly promotional costs for Facebook LiveStream 
performances from March through December.

• Planned and executed cutover from brick-and-
mortar venue to virtual Facebook LiveStreaming 
on March 13th and have not missed a single Friday 
performance all year. We were one of the first 
venues in the country to launch a regular schedule 
of LiveStream performances and many had 
viewers from coast-to-coast and internationally.

• We set and broke records several times for “hat 
money.” In 2020, we’ve had several “hats” over 
$500 and at least one over $600. 

• Launched annual fundraiser for Susan G. Komen of 
Virginia Blue Ridge in late February and completed 
the fundraiser with an on-line raffle of a donated 
Reverse Tension guitar, raising over $1,000 for the 
fight against breast cancer.

• David McWilliams was recruited as a volunteer 
to evaluate Commonwealth of Virginia guidelines 

NEWS & NOTES FROM
3RD STREET 
COFFEEHOUSE
by Bob Schmucker

for COVID compliance and developed a 
comprehensive plan of facility and procedural 
modifications necessary for compliance. We 
worked closely with other venues including the 
Spot On Kirk to share ideas and information about 
reopening safely.

• Launched Tuesday Tunes on Facebook for the 
Feeding Southwest Virginia project in May to 
raise money to feed less fortunate friends and 
neighbors. As of December 31st, we had raised 
$8,726 which, at five meals per dollar donated, 
works out to 43,630 meals provided by the 
power of music. That is nothing short of an Old 
Testament-style miracle. 

• In July, we launched our “Guitars Under The Star” 
Guitar Pull on top of Mill Mountain and held six 
sessions from summer through late fall. It was so 
successful that we’ll likely continue it in summers 
to come.

• In October, we received official notification that we 
had been nominated for the 2020 Perry F. Kendrig 
Art and Culture Awards. Nominees and winners 
will be recognized at an awards event in the fall of 
2021 (delayed due to COVID).

• In November, we launched our virtual open mic 
series on the 3rd Thursday of every month using 
Zoom as our platform.

• In December, we produced a video special 
featuring numerous 3rd Street performers for Trinity 
UMC, which has provided amazing support this 
year. The show, “An Acoustic Christmas,” was 
released over two nights on December 22nd and 
23rd.

• We’ve had significant media coverage from the 
See 3rd Street, page 12
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3 r d  S t r e e t continued from page 11

Roanoke Times and local NPR affiliate WVTF for 
our Tuesday Tunes project.

• Many memorable shows with capacity crowds 
prior to the COVID outbreak and consistently good 
numbers of viewers for our LiveStream Stage 
shows (~20-30). With the LiveStream Stage, we 
have a video record of all performers which is like 
a time capsule of the great music being played 
during this challenging time.

• Increased our visibility in the market and enhanced 
our reputation with positive publicity.

• Strengthened our pool of performers nationally, 
particularly in Southwest Florida and Nashville.

Challenges in 2020 were as follows:
• Adapting to LiveStreaming and coaching our 

performers on how to set up a LiveStream and 
perform to an empty room. This has led to some 
really funny moments (think live television in the 
1950s) We should make a bloopers highlight video 
to sell in 2021. Special mention to Josh Jones and 
David McWilliams who have played big parts in 
making this a success.

• We are operating and living in times of 
unprecedented challenges which have deeply 
affected the music industry and many individual 
performers in significant ways. It is incumbent 
on us to do everything we can to support the 
performers, other venues, and those who support 
the industry, from venue operators to booking 
agents to the folks who sell tickets.

• We applied for both state and city COVID relief 
grants which we did not receive, but provided a 
great learning experience.

• The loss of John Prine to COVID was immense and 
affected all of us at a gut level. The best way to 
honor his legacy is to do all that we can to make 
3rd Street Coffeehouse a beacon of light and hope 
to those who follow in his footsteps.

Blessings in 2020 were as follows:
• Trinity UMC and in particular, Pastor Joanne have 

provided great support at every turn. 
• The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 

(SVSA) has likewise supported our programs in 
every way possible from providing performers 
to donating tips to both the Coffeehouse and to 
Feeding Southwest Virginia.

• Local media including the Roanoke Times (Tad 
Dickens) and WVTF (Luke Church and Amanda 
Bocchi) have supported us in print and on the 
airwaves.

• Bill Martin of RT Guitars donated a beautiful new 
RT-430 guitar (a $900 value) for our raffle.

• Mickey Nelson’s family requested that donations 
in his memory be made to 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
and the Jefferson Center. 

• David McWilliams joined the volunteer team 
and made huge contributions immediately as he 
assessed our compliance with Commonwealth 
of Virginia COVID requirements for venues and 
developed a detailed plan detailing what it would 
take for us to re-open.

• We have a dedicated group of 20-30 faithful 
viewers / listeners for our LiveStream events 
who have made a difference in the lives of our 
performers with their generous financial support. 

On March 14th, Nashville songwriter Jeff Miller 
showed up to perform right after all the venues 
were closed and his whole mid-Atlantic and north-
east tour was cancelled in about 24 hours. He was 
crushed and dejected. I told him we’d LiveStream 

his show and 
use our PayPal 
as a tip jar. He 
didn’t look too 
hopeful as he’d 
never done a 
LiveStream 
before (and 
neither had I). 
That night, about 
$350 came in for 
Jeff and when I 
told him, there 

were tears in his eyes. He said he’d never forget 
what had just happened.

In summary, against all odds, 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse continues to survive and fulfill our 
mission of supporting the southwest Virginia 
community with live music and using our resources 
to even greater goals of helping to feed our less 
fortunate friends and neighbors in difficult times. We 
couldn’t possibly do this without a great partner like 
the SVSA has been!
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SVSa Members’ recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
EyES on thE watEr — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a DiFFErEnt Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

thE crawLSPacE taPES — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carvED in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

FoLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S DonE iS DonE — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSa Members’ recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLvEr — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing thE moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP oF contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimEStorE DEtEctivE — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SongwritEr SESSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLES From thE FirE Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit



15  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  january 2021

SVSa Members’ recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLES From thE roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

EaStErn wEStErn cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

From thE hEart oF a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSEgirL PoEt — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ thE wESt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my LiFE — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLE — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“Everything I write is pretty sad. 
I believe that touches people of 
all kinds. ‘Green, Green Grass of 
Home’ and ‘He Stopped Loving Her 
Today’ were people-type songs, not 
just something that’s gonna be out 
there one day and gone the next.”  

~ Claude “Curly” Putman (1935-2020)
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Bill Stanton 
ELEctric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSa Members’ recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS For vEtEranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans & patriots

It’s Sunday morning and long-time SVSA 
member Greg Trafidlo is at home sharpening 
up his mandolin skills. (Photo by Judy Larson.)

SVSA ClASSifiedS

SVSA Music News free 
classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All 
classifieds must be music-
related.

guitar For SaLE
197? Guild D25 for sale. $650. Pickguard 
is loose. Serial #49949. Contact Jimmie 
Landry at kjinme3474@live.com
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at svsa.songwriters@
gmail.com. SVSA is a non-profit 
organization.

2020 SVSA Board Members:
Mollye Otis – President
Ashley Lucas - Vice President
David McWilliams – Treasurer
David Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike Franke - At-Large Board Member 

and Webmaster
Bill Stanton - At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms - At-Large Board Member
Celie Holmes - At-Large Board Member

SvSa
www.svsasongs.com


