
The SVSA will 
resume regular 
in-person monthly 
meetings on 
Wednesday, July 28.

Normally, meetings 
are held on the 
fourth Wednesday 
of the month at the 

JUNE FEATURE ARTiclE

3rd Street Coffeehouse 
grand re-opening Friday

See Feature Article, page 2

DUES BE
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Yearly $35
Pay on our website

Jefferson Center in 
Roanoke VA at 7:30 p.m. 
and end when the last 
song critique is finished, 
or at 10:30 p.m., 
whichever comes first.

The final virtual on-line 
live Zoom meeting will be 
this Wednesday June 

23 at 7:00 p.m. Check 
your inbox for SVSA 
emails containing the 
latest info on deadlines 
for submitting songs 
and lyrics for group 
feedback.

Keep safe and keep 
writing songs!
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SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Bob Schmucker
3rd Street Coffeehouse, the iconic 

and historic Roanoke VA music 
venue — now in its 35th year of 
operation — will open its doors to 
the general public this Fri June 25th.

Headlining the show will be 
house favorite Shawn Byrne from 
Nashville TN. Opening will be Dan 
Hildebrand and Adonna Lemon.

The show will also mark the 
return of fresh baked cake from 
Evie’s Bistro and Bakery.

The show will also be 
LiveStreamed on the 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse Facebook page.

Shawn Byrne has been on a major 
hot streak as a songwriter this past 

year. His song Love Was Just A Word 
took the Grand Prize for the 2020 
American Songwriter magazine lyric 
contest which was announced in 
December of 2020.

In 2021, Shawn was among 
BOB ScHMUcKER



2  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  JUNE 2021

F E A T U R E  A R T i c l E continued from page 1

the 24 songwriters selected 
as finalists for Kerrville Folk 
Festival’s Grassy Hill New Folk 
Competition. There were over 
700 applicants this year. New 
Folk finalists from past years 
have included Pierce & Grace 
Pettis, Roy Schneider (3rd Street 
veterans), Steve Earle, Nanci 
Griffith, Lyle Lovett, Robert Earl 
Keen, John Gorka, David Wilcox, 
James McMurtry, Tish Hinojosa, 
Hal Ketchum, Cosy Sheridan, Slaid 
Cleaves, Mark Elliott, Johnsmith, 
Ellis Paul, Anne Feeney, Buddy 
Mondlock, Jonathan Byrd, Anais 
Mitchell and many more.

Shawn Byrne is a worthy 
addition to this prestigious group 
and we’re thrilled to welcome 
him back to our stage!

Dan Hildebrand and Adonna 
Lemon will be opening the show 
with a lot of the new material 
they’ve developed over the past 

year. Those of us who regularly 
attend the 3rd Street-sponsored 
First and Third Thursday Guitar 
Pulls at Roanoke VA’s Mill Mountain 
have had a good taste of it and I can 
tell you, they are really hitting their 
stride as performers.

You really don’t want to miss 
either show.

Naturally, COVID regulations (or 
the lack thereof) are of interest to 
performers and potential audience 
members as well. Here are some 
things that 3rd Street Coffeehouse is 
doing to ensure your safety:

• For your safety, performers have 
been vaccinated.

• Volunteers who work at the 
counter will be wearing masks.

• Hand sanitizer is available at 
tables by each door.

• Free disposable masks are 
available on the tables by each door 
(one per customer).

• If conditions permit, doors will 

be opened for better ventilation.
• Customer contact sheets 

are provided so we can contact 
you quickly if a COVID infection 
has been confirmed by anyone 
attending.

• Those vaccinated aren’t 
required to wear a mask or to 
socially distance. It’s perfectly fine 
if you do. Do whatever makes you 
comfortable.

• If you haven’t been 
vaccinated, please respect other 
people’s rights and concerns. 
Please wear a mask while you’re 
visiting us and social distance. 
We’re not going to check your 
papers, so you’re on your honor.

• And if you think you’re sick 
(and not just COVID, but any 
contagious illness), do us a favor 
and stay home to recover. Tune in 
to our livestream — it’s almost as 
good as being in the room.

DAN & ADONNA SHAWN BYRNE

See Open, page 3
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Final SVSA Zoom meeting Wed June 23 
SVSA members will gather in the Zoom Room – for the LAST time – at 7:00 

p.m. on Wed, June 23. (Collective sigh.)
July 28, we return to the Jefferson Center for in-person meetings! We will 

have a larger room to accommodate our growing numbers and we’re waiting to 
find out what (if any) COVID restrictions there will be.

More details about the space and location will follow prior to the meeting date.
In the meantime, for the final meeting on June 23, procedures will mirror those 

in the past. Check your in-box for the Zoom permission link. Click on the link at the 
time of the meeting to participate. Use a smart phone, tablet, or desktop computer.

To submit songs and lyrics (recordings only):
• Use the SVSA Google groups e-mail address to send your lyrics (in the form 

of a PDF or a Word Document, not in the body of the e-mail) and mp3 files. Send 
them in the same e-mail if possible. Include “#Feedback” in the subject line. Send 
them no later than noon on Tues, June 22. 

• Print out the lyrics so that you can add comments during the discussion.
• Then, e-mail your critique notes back to the songwriter. You can summarize 

in the text of the e-mail or take a picture of the lyric sheet and e-mail it back to the 
songwriter.

We’ll see you all in cyberspace for the last time this Wednesday, June 23!

SVSA Songwriters Showcase scheduled for July 9
The lineup for July 9 is set for 

the upcoming SVSA Songwriters 
Showcase to be held at 3rd St. 
Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA on 
Friday, July 9. Show starts at 7:30 
p.m.

Selected members are Mike 
DeGiorgi, Aspen Black, Dan 
Hildebrand (with Adonna 
Lemon as the Dan and Adonna 
Show), and Mike Franké.

Each performer will do four 
original songs and sprinkle in a 
bit of ‘tween-song patter as well.

The show will be live-in-
person and simultaneously 

livestreamed on the 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse Facebook page.

Celie Holmes and/or Mollye 
Otis will host and Bob Schmucker 
will run the stream and the live 
sound.

There will be no intermission 
and no stage resetting, so transitions 
between songs will be smooth and 
lively.

Please share the full-page ad in 
this issue of the SVSA Music News 
(or the jpg sent separately) with 
your Facebook friends and on all of 
your other social media avenues. 
The point is to attract an audience 

both live and streaming.
All those performing in 

3rd Street Coffeehouse need to 
be vaccinated, per the United 
Methodist Church rules. However, 
audience members are simply 
requested to wear a mask (and 
free ones will be provided) with 
no questions asked. There will be 
no seating at the front tables to 
avoid tempting the spittle gods.

This exciting new hybrid 
event will broadcast the SVSA’s 
songwriters to a wider viewing 
audience at the same time they 
have live support.

MiKE DeGiORGi ASPEN BlAcK DAN HilDEBRAND MiKE FRANKE

• Front tables next to 
stage are not being used for 
seating. You can sit at the 
side tables next to the stage.

• Please don’t crowd other 
folks at the counter.

3rd Street Coffeehouse 
is thrilled to be re-opening 
its doors to a live audience 
— and it’s thrilled to be 
able to continue the popular 
Facebook livestream events 
as well. We look forward 
to seeing you — either in 
person or on-line.

o p e n
continued from 2
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SVSA 
SongwriterS 
SHowCASe

Go to the 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
Facebook page and look
for the LIVE video link.

FriDAY, JULY 9 
7:30 P.M.

LIVE
IN-PERSON

ALSO

3rd Street Coffeehouse
305 Mountain Ave SW
Roanoke VA

Live
Stream

MiKE DeGiORGi

ASPEN BlAcK

DAN & ADONNA

MiKE FRANKE
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Shandler workshop slated for August 15 & 22
by Mollye Otis

I’m excited to share more about 
our upcoming August workshop 
with Justina Shandler.

I will be emailing registration 
forms to those who wish to 
participate. If you haven’t 
previously responded, shoot me 
an email and let me know you 
want to be in the class or at least 
get the Zoom recording – or you 
can do both. I created an email 
SVSAPresident1@gmail.com for the 
purpose. 

THE WORKSHOP

“Start With the Words.”
In this workshop, we will 

demolish writers block once and for 
all, as well as discuss how to write 
the melody that was meant for your 
lyrics. You will be given multiple 
exercises including step-by-step 
processes that will result in your 

very own original song. You will 
be encouraged to sing and play 
your original work; however, the 
emphasis of the class is lyric writing 
and writing a song to completion.

PRESENTER’S BIO

Justina Shandler is an award-
winning singer-songwriter living in 
Santa Clarita CA. But she grew up 
next to a llama farm in Roanoke VA 
(!) and her creative life began in the 
Music Lab program at the Jefferson 
Center.

Her style falls under the 
umbrella of pop, somewhere 
between Regina Spektor and 
Sara Bareilles. She juxtaposes her 
convivial Disney princess-esque 
voice with complex themes of 
grief, social activism, and self-
empowerment. All the while, 
she is an engine of positivity and 
enthusiasm. 

Justina has to her credit 
national and international awards 
from Carnegie Hall’s songwriting 
competition, the UK Songwriting 
Contest, and Rocky Mountain Folk 

President’s 
Message

MOllYE OTiS

Festival. She has performed her 
original songs at Lincoln Center and 
Rockwood Music Hall in New York 
(with members of Sara Bareilles’ 
band), at the Bluebird Cafe in 
Nashville, and various comedy clubs 
in Los Angeles.

Justina is a graduate of the 
prestigious Frost School of Music 
at the University of Miami, where 
she earned her Master’s Degree 
in Media Writing and Production. 
She continued at UM as an adjunct 
professor of songwriting for several 
years before moving to the West 
Coast. 

A rare artist who is equally 
skillful at imparting songwriting 
craft to others, Justina has taught 
songwriting through the non-profit 
organization, Exchange for Change, 
at Dade and Everglades Correctional 
Institutions with more than fifty 
incarcerated men. She taught for 
the Interlochen Arts Academy, and 
currently teaches at the School 
for Music Vocations, and writes 
music for ads and tv shows. She 
markets her music on all streaming 
platforms.

JUSTiNA SHANDlER
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ABOVE: SVSA member Julie 
Borden Kinn performs with 
her husband Josh Kinn 
(as Kinnfolk) earlier this 
month during the Celtic 
Crossing Weekend at the WV 
Renaissance Festival.

AT LEFT: Former SVSA 
President Larry Sakayama 
snapped this at-home big-
screen photo of SVSA member 
Mike Pearrell’s headline 
performance on 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse’s Facebook 
Livestream stage on June 4. 
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by Bill Stanton
 It seems impossible that 

more than 50 years have 
passed since I first saw John 
Prine at an open mike in a 
club in Chicago in 1973.

Kris Kristofferson was 
there; Steve Goodman, who 
at the time was getting a lot 

of radio time everywhere with City Of New Orleans 
with Arlo Guthrie on vocals, was the MC.

The early ’70s is often referred to as “The 
Chicago Renaissance” but it was actually a singer/
songwriters renaissance everywhere with James 
Taylor, Cat Stevens, Jackson Browne, and many 
others leading the way.

 The song I’m bringing to be vetted by SVSA in 
June is about my personal relationship with John 
Prine and the impact he’s had on my life as a fan 
and performer. I’m someone who has been doing 
my own versions of Angel From Montgomery and 
Hello In There at many venues through the years.

 I always think of John Prine as a “songwriter’s 
songwriter” who looks at the world and the human 
condition and takes it personally. He has always 
been impossible to classify. He never fit into 
any kind of Nashville setting. He could never be 
categorized as a folksinger. I doubt if he would even 
fit into the wide-open category of Americana music 
today.

 Nope — John Prine was simply a songwriter 
with a fabulous sense of humor in songs like Please 
Don’t Bury Me, Illegal Smile, and Dear Abby – and 
the heartbreaking compassion of Sam Stone and 
Hello In There.

He was certainly unconcerned about writing 
a hit song but Bette Midler and Bonnie Raitt and 
others covered his songs out of a deep love for the 
human experience his songs expressed.

 So here’s to John Prine and may my song Oh 
John Prine be one of the many continuing tributes to 
the “songwriters’ songwriter. This song is dedicated 
to Bob Schmucker who has kept the memory of 
John Prine alive in the minds and hearts of SVSA 
members. And thank you, Bob, for the special 
tribute to Prine at 3rd Street Coffeehouse and for 
getting so many of us to The Berglund Center for 
one of the greatest musical experiences of our lives.

JOHN PRINE: A songwriter’s songwriter
Oh JOhn Prine (For Bob Schmucker)

© Bill Stanton 2021

I saw him first in an open mike, Chicago ‘73
I don’t remember who the MC was but I think his name 

was Steve
The MC introduced this guy who would sing us

a few of his tunes
“Hey, how about a really nice hand – let’s give the boy a 

little room”

CHORUS
Oh John Prine for so much time
You were on my mind

He opened up with Sam Stone and the hole
in daddy’s arm

Returned from Vietnam addicted and died so hard
He took us back to Paradise and the childhood

of his dreams
And the coal company’s raping of the land,

that was their scheme

CHORUS

Never before had anyone heard anyone quite like this
His words simply seared their way into our 

consciousness
They were a new kind of protest song, raging and true
And right up there next to Bob Dylan –

let’s give him a Nobel, too

CHORUS

Fifty-six years later, there he was on the
Berglund stage

Singing from his wondrous heart —
never mind about his age

And right before his encore song,
he laid his guitar down

And danced around his instru-
ment to the cheering
of the crowd

CHORUS
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The SVSA Music News functions for members 
in many ways. One of the most overlooked 
is the free classifieds section.

There are two restrictions: One is that all 
classifieds must be music-related; the other 
is that classified ads may be submitted by 
paid members only. And that’s it!

Remember: An ad is much more successful 
when accompanied by a clear photo and 
a complete and detailed description. The 
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell 
number. The SVSA Music News will not 
forward ad enquiries.

Take advantage of this free service now. 
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by 
the person who submits the ad.

Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com. 

On June 17, SVSA member Bob Schmucker plugs 
himself into nature as he participates in 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse’s First and Third Thursdays Music 
Under the Star Guitar Pull & Jam on Mill Mountain 
in Roanoke VA. (Photo by Dan Hildebrand.)
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To kick off the on-going celebration of the SVSA’s 40th year, we will feature 
a series of interviews of some of the key presidents along the way who 
have made a difference, who’ve made substantial contributions, and who 
have steered the SVSA through the challenges of their times. We begin 
with our first president – and founder – Sidney Crosswhite.

PIVOTAL PRESIDENTS

by Mollye Otis
Sid Crosswhite and his wife Becky sit across from me in Salem’s 

favorite hometown eatery, Mac ’n’ Bob’s. He’s wearing his “Vietnam Era” 
veteran’s cap, careful to claim that he luckily managed to escape that 
war’s horrors unlike many others he knew. He’s also touting his SVSA 
t-shirt, the one with the original logo, the only one he still has. He’s 
protective of it. It is a source of pride for Sid whose idea it was to start the 
SVSA in 1981, the man who remained president for 18 years.

Sid came to songwriting as a performer. 
“I had been a rock ’n’ roller but while in the 
Army in Germany, I ended up performing in a 
country band. When I came back to the States, 
I performed with local bands, playing for years, 
guitar and bass and singing backup mostly.”

At the time, Songwriters magazine listed 
songwriting organizations that were springing 
up all over the country so Sid joined the Nashville 
Songwriters Association International (NSAI). He 
started an NSAI workshop in Roanoke VA. But at 
a fee around $100 a year, not many people were 
drawn to the idea of joining.

Sid talked to a few of his buddies who were 
interested in songwriting and they decided
to form the SVSA with the intention of creating a
grass roots organization in which they would critique 
each other’s work and improve members’ songwriting

See Crosswhite, page 10

Crosswhite started it all
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c R O S S W H i T E continued from page 9

abilities, much the same as the 
SVSA’s purpose is today. “At 
$12.50 a year, it was a bargain.” 

Charter members — 
three women and four men 
— included Dave Moran who 
had a background in radio 
and Adrian Willis, an expert 
on AFM musician’s union 
operations, who developed 
the SVSA’s constitution and 
bylaws. Early member Elizabeth 
Houser designed the copyright-
registered first SVSA logo that 
Sid still favors.

The early goal of getting 
100 members quickly proved 
unrealistic: “It was just numbers. 
As Greg Trafidlo always said, 
‘you write a hit song, you get a 
lot of money.’ That’s the idea a 
lot of people think initially but 
then find they’re not willing to 

give it the time. Those who were 
compelled to write, write, write, 
and stick around got better at it.” 

“The thinking behind the 
purpose of the SVSA was to help 
members learn to be “professional” 
(commercially successful) 
songwriters. That would include 
the business of songwriting as well 
as the creative part. We tried to 
include business and how to pitch 
your songs in the meetings.”

Bob Coulter, who owned a 
publishing company, contributed 
knowledge of the industry to 
the group. “A lot of the times at 
meetings, I’d say something that 
wasn’t correct and he’d correct me. 
(Sid laughs.) Which I appreciated, 
because he knew what he was 
talking about and a lot of times, I 
was just on the edge of knowing!”

“On one trip to Nashville, Bob 

got five or six of us into the office 
of an established publisher. We 
sat down and let the guy tell us 
about it. Things like that motivate 
you, and you get an idea of how 
to act. You couldn’t just walk up 
to somebody and interrupt the 
conversation. They used to have 
this thing called ‘the Nashville 
songwriter’s handshake’ where 
you’d shake somebody’s hand 
and they’d have a cassette tape 
(hidden in their palm).”

“My friend Dave Moran got 
us on John Conlee’s bus one night 
when Lakeside Amusement Park 
was a also a music venue. He gave 
Conlee one of my songs. Never 
heard anything but that’s sort of 
the way it happened then.

“Then a friend of mine who 
lived in Bedford knew a guy that 

See Crosswhite, page 11

Sid and Becky 
crosswhite
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c R O S S W H i T E continued from page 10

drove Reba McEntire’s number two bus. This was 
before she was a real star; she was opening for the 
Oak Ridge Boys. We went backstage and met her. 
Dale, the bus driver, said, ‘Anytime you might have a 
song you think that might suit her, send it to me and 
somewhere down the road, I’ll stick 
it in her tape player on the bus. But 
if I don’t like it, I’m not gonna play 
it for her. It’s gotta be something 
that I’m impressed with.’ Well, 
she got excited about one that 
we’d written so Dale called my 
friend Gary and said, ‘She’s going 
to record this.’ Well … she didn’t 
and I’d done told everybody. So, I 
learned a real lesson; you don’t say 
anything to anybody until you hear 
it on the radio. Yeah, that was the 
fish that got away — but it was a 
big lesson to be learned.”

“We didn’t want to discourage 
anybody who was doing it for 
self-fulfillment because really, 
that’s what it is to start with. Very 
few people become professional 
songwriters who don’t have that 
burning desire. At the very least, 
you’ve created something that nobody else has.” (At 
that, Sid is tearing up and the moment is still.)

The surprising highlight of Sid’s experience with 
SVSA? 

“I think just doing the performances, having a 
stage, being able to get up and perform your songs 
live at 3rd Street Coffeehouse — the excitement of 
that. We didn’t get to do that for a long time. The guy 
that started it was a member of that church and got 
us started coming there for meetings.

“In the beginning, we had meetings mostly at 
the Arts Council offices and it was just critiques. It 
wasn’t until we got 3rd Street Coffeehouse that we 
were able to perform live. I guess it wasn’t fair to 
those who couldn’t play or sing — unless they got 
somebody else to do their songs — but that was 
always fulfilling.”

Asked if he is still performing, Sid tells me that 
he is getting back to performing with a praise band 

at his church in Salem VA. He and Becky live near 
Newcastle in Craig County — an hour away — but 
Sid is committed to the group.

Becky attests, “We get up every Sunday morning 
at 6:30 to make the trip.” And Sid adds, “Sunday’s 

the only day of the week I normally 
shave.”

“A few local Craig County 
musicians and I get together 
for shots and to play music. We 
play for events like birthdays or 
retirement parties, weddings or 
funerals — which I kind of see as 
the same thing! My friend Randy 
knows every country song there is, 
so that makes it pretty easy.”

As SVSA President, Sid was 
responsible for all aspects of 
running the organization; the 
monthly newsletter, organizing and 
arranging meetings, and assisting 
new members … everything. After 
18 years of it, Sid knew it was 
time to let go of his baby when the 
burnout hit. 

“I told myself I was getting 
away from going to meetings after 

that, so I wouldn’t be interfering with somebody else 
trying to run it, but it was kind of a relief in a way. 
Not that I’ve lost interest in creating songs, ’cause 
I’m still hoping for that great song. I’ve written 
several great songs in fact, but nobody knows it! 
It’s a problem getting other people to understand.” 
(We’re all laughing now.)

Since Sid is a lifetime member with irrevocable 
privileges, I dare to ask him what he would say to the 
members today. 

“Just keep writin’,” he answers assuredly.
And with a final pause to capture a photo of the 

man who started it all, wearing his cap, holding his 
one t-shirt, I walk away feeling buoyed and inspired, 
knowing we still reap the rewards of this man’s 
enduring contributions to the thing we all have in 
common — the love of songwriting.

Thank you, Sid for 40 good years and more to 
come.

“Just keep writing.”
~ Sid Crosswhite
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E D i T O R ’ S  N O T E
Larry Sakayama, former SVSA president and 
current member, got in touch with Kent Sallaz, 
his Sweetwater representative, and obtained 
approval from the on-line music retailer’s 
marketing department to reprint articles from their 
SweetNotes newsletter. These informative articles 
will become a frequent feature from now on here in 
the SVSA Music News newsletter.

from SweetNotes,
Spring 2021

Classically trained on piano and 
violin from an early age. Yvette Young 
later transferred the technique, 
polyphonic approach, and musical 
aesthetic she learned to acoustic and 
electric guitar and composing.

She brings a unique perspective 
to the guitar, incorporating 
advanced two-hand tapping 
techniques, alternate tunings, 
intricate arrangements, and creative 
compositional approaches.

To date, she’s released four EPs 
under her own name, as well as 

Notes
Yvette Young: My #1 Tips

three EPs and two full-
length albums with her 
math-rock band, Covet. 
Ibanez introduced her 
signature YY10 guitar in 
2020.

We asked, “What’s 
your #1 tip for breaking 
out of the box with your 
playing and writing?”

And she said, 
“When you’re too 
comfortable, do 
something that makes 
you uncomfortable so 
that you get out of habit 

and routine.
“For example, 

if you find out that 
you’re writing the 
same things all the 
time, change up your 
tuning. Lower a string 
by a half step. Try out 
an alternate tuning 
— there are tons 

available online.
“Use your ear to write. Try 

singing a part, then retroactively 
figure it out on the fretboard. That 
way what you’re writing sounds 
really memorable.

“I find that things you can sing 
get stuck in your head, make for a 
more catchy-sounding riff, and flow 
better.”

YVETTE YOUNG

On June 11, former SVSA member Laura Pole (right) was joined for an early soundcheck by a bunch of 
current members for a soft opening at 3rd Street Coffeehouse. Behind the soundboard is David Simpkins, 
at the middle table working the Facebook livestream is Bob Schmucker, and tuning on stage is Greg 
Trafidlo. Not pictured on stage are backup singers Kathy Acosta (who took the photo) and Britt Mistele.
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The last week of May saw SVSA member 
(and 3rd Street Coffeehouse main man) Bob 
Schmucker featured on the cover of a local 
seniors tabloid as part of a lengthy feature on 
3rd Street Coffeehouse and the local music 
scene. Former SVSA president and current 
SVSA Webmaster Mike Franke was somewhat 
surprised to see the publication.
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RETURN OF THE SINGING COWGIRLS! SVSA member Aspen Black (left) and her daughter Alice 
announce that after over a year off due to pandemic closures, they are back on the road this month 
in Kansas, Missouri, and Texas.

A NIGHT OF MIKES: Left, SVSAer Mike Pearrell 
was the headliner on the 3rd Street Coffeehouse 
Livestream Stage on June 4. Above, SVSAer 
Mike Franke opened the show. That’s SVSAer 
Bob Schmucker on headphones engineering the 
digital broadcast. (Photos by Judy Larson.)
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You know the old song: June 
is busting out all over! Well, 
let’s hope it wasn’t literal when 
SVSAer Denise Schmucker 
visited the balloon fest at June’s 
First Friday Art/Music event 
at the Taubman Museum in 
downtown Roanoke VA.
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Songwriters are invited to join renowned multi-
platinum songwriter and Berklee/USC Professor 
Andrea Stolpe on a life-changing songwriting 
retreat. Over the course of five days in the Catskills, 
you’ll collaborate with  exceptional songwriters and 
industry experts.

You’ll work through Andrea’s renowned 
methodology that will challenge you to go deeper 
into your writing than you might have dared to 
before. You’ll find your artistic voice and emerge 
with a comprehensive tool-kit for crafting songs 
that are more impactful, authentic, and memorable.

The program includes specialist workshops, co-
writing with on-the-spot critiques, morning yoga, 
vocal coaching, guest seminars, and evening “in the 
round” performances that give you the opportunity 
to hone your craft in a supportive environment. 
Stolpe’s guidance and techniques are there every 
step of the way to encourage artistic exploration 
and intuition.

Co-writing sessions throughout are designed to 
balance your skills with other writers, artists, and 
producers. You will be partnered with songwriters 
specifically chosen for you based on your musical 
tastes and unique talents. Onsite, there will be a 
sound engineer to record session demos as well as 
a videographer to capture every moment

In the evening, we’ll share songs and stories 
around the fire. This retreat is a safe space for you 
to be vulnerable with a group of people who share 
your passion for creativity and music. Take this 
opportunity to be yourself, unapologetically — you’ll 
write better songs and nurture deeper friendships.

The retreat will balance experience and 
education; Tap into your creative potential and 
develop a concrete strategy to position yourself 
where you want to be. By the end of the retreat, 
you’ll be part of a songwriting family with a new 
musical toolbox to serve you throughout your 
artistic career.

If this sounds like a valuable experience for you 
based on where you are in your songwriting, then 
we encourage you to apply here: https://www.
andreastolpe.com/new-york-songwriting-retreat

“Writer To Writer” NY 
Songwriting Retreat
to be held in September

Would you “like”
to help the SVSA

get more followers
on Facebook?

That’s all we need you to do. Just 
go to our Facebook page and “like” us. 
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s 
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s 
page for shares, postings, and a greater 
all-around presence.

Of  course, we’d also appreciate your 
input. You can share things to our page, 
comment on posts, memes, and images, 
and generally help make our page become 
more active and seen by more Facebook 
users.

As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just 
pop the following URL into your Google (or 
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook 
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like” 
it if  you’d help us out! Thanks!

https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down 
due to coronavirus concerns. However, it seems that good news 
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking 
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to re-
open. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive Local & 
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse transitioned to high-tech digital live streaming. 
Friday night performances are continuing at 7:30 p.m. and 
originate from the 3rd Street Facebook site. Viewers may watch 
for free and there are virtual “hat” options for tips. Please check 
the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest info, 
updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia

June 29 ....................................Ladies Of Radar Rose
July 6 ............................................... Forrest Baldwin

Friday Night Stage
Date	 Feature	Act	........................................ Opening	Act
06/26	 Shawn	Byrne	............................................Dan	&	Adonna
07/02	 The	Co-Conspirators	............................Bob Schmucker
07/09	 SVSA Showcase	....................................................... n/a
07/16	 Carrie	Welling	............................................Robert	Bidney
07/23	 Katie	Mitchell	...................................Ten	Strings	Acoustic
07/30	 Kinnfolk	.................................................David Simpkins

First & Third Thursdays Under The Star
Outdoor Guitar Pull & Song Circle

June 3  ...... hosted by Bob Schmucker
June 17 .....hosted by Bob Schmucker

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic pretty much 
shut down live-in-person performances, there 
has been a dearth of listings in this section for 
over a year. However, now that opportunities 

are once again arising for SVSA members to 
perform, this newsletter will once again be 
happy to list upcoming gigs for SVSA members. 
Listing is free and encouraged!
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EDITOR’S NOTE

We’ll have to wait a little longer for the final fourth 
chapter of his excellent “Expanding Sound Choices” 
series. Next month, Larry will finish up with a look at 
the weirder chords we tend to use sparingly if at all, 
including the diminished, half-diminished, augmented, 
suspended, and ninth, and the way they work with the 

EXPANDING

SOUND
CHOICES

chordal tones of the harmonic minor.
In the interim, he’d appreciate it if any of the theory 

savants would let him know anything he’s gotten wrong 
so he can correct any mistakes.

Say goodbye to monthy Zoom meetings. The final Zoom Room get-together will be Wed, June 23. After 
that, we’ll head back to the Jefferson Center. (Sept 2020 screen shot by Julie Borden Kinn.)

SVSA President Mollye Otis is just a little bit excited about 
the upcoming events planned for the SVSA. She’s asked the 
group to reserve Friday, July 9 for the next SVSA Songwriters 
Showcase to be held at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA.
Mollye also needs us to reserve August 
15 and 22 for the Justina Shandler 
workshop. There are other events in the 
hamper as well but those will keep us 
busy for now. It’s an exciting time to be a 
member of the SVSA! 
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
eyeS on the water — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a Different Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

the crawLSPace taPeS — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carveD in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S Done iS Done — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLver — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing the moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimeStore Detective — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
Songwriter SeSSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLeS from the fire Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLeS from the roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

eaStern weStern cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSegirL Poet — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ the weSt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my Life — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLe — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“I don’t really write about 
anything, I don’t know 
where these songs come 
from. Sometimes I don’t 

know what I’m writing about 
until years later it becomes 

clearer to me.”
~ Bob Dylan
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Bill Stanton 
eLectric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for veteranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans & patriots

www.svsasongs.com

Final Zoom Room meeting 
is Wednesday, June 23. 

Check your e-mail for info.

At the end of May, Intrepid SVSA hiker 
Barbara Martin explored the Craigs Creek 
VA recreation area at Roaring Run. (Editor’s 
Note: I was supposed to return Barbara’s 
CDs to the “Members’ Recordings” section 
this month but I ran out of time. Look for 
them next month for certain!)
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month. Announcements from members will be 
e-mailed to members as soon as they are received and, 
if still timely, published in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News. Announcements from non-members 
will be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com. 
SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2021 SVSA Board Members:
Mollye Otis – President
Ashley Lucas – Vice President
Celie Holmes – Treasurer
David Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
Mike Franké – At-Large Board Member 

and Webmaster
Bill Stanton – At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms – At-Large Board Member

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011

www.svsasongs.com
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WHO WE ARE

The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 
(SVSA), founded in 1986, comprises approximately 40 
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who 
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing 
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen 
to fellow writers’ songs and share feedback with one 
another in a supportive, encouraging and engaging 
process.

The SVSA also offers workshops, social events and 
performance opportunities for its members, along with 
a newsletter, web site and Facebook page that focus 
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to 
Roanoke and the region. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant 
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of 
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to 
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues, you 
can submit songs and contribute to the feedback ses-
sions, plus participate in all our activities.

The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers 
growing and reaching their potential because of the 
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this 
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com 

A BIT ABOUT OUR ASSOCIATION

We have among us people who range from seasoned 
professional and semi-professional performers to those 
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our 
members have many albums to their credit, while some 
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.  

Several members have sold songs to famous artists or 
have film and TV placements. Some play multiple in-
struments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard but 
there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the mix. 
Some are singers, some non-singers, some with exten-
sive music education, many with credits in the school 
of life experience who play by ear. There are writers 
who focus more on melody and harmony, and others 
who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are skilled pro-
ducers/arrangers with a depth of technical know-how. 

Our membership includes people of all ages represent-
ing a broad range of musical influences including folk, 
Americana, blues, gospel, rock, jazz, zydeco, pop, con-
temporary, country, bluegrass, Celtic, and theatre/cab-

aret. With this mix of diverse styles, interests and skills, 
we share a rich knowledge base and learn through the 
exchange of expertise from multiple perspectives.

OUR METHOD

For the present, the SVSA meets on Zoom every fourth 
Wednesday of the month (with holiday exceptions). 
The virtual doors open at 7:00 p.m. for meet, greet 
and catch-up time. At 7:30, we may have business 
to discuss, then perhaps a brief period of activities 
such as writing exercises, mini-workshop presenta-
tions, videos or other creative activities. Songs are then 
presented for listening and feedback sessions. On any 
given night, we discuss the songs in a robust, healthy 
exchange of comments and ideas. The meeting ends 
when all the songs have been presented or we close at 
10:00 p.m. If you would like to audit our next meeting, 
e-mail us at info@svsasongs.com to get a link to our 
Zoom room.

We will resume in-person meetings at the Jefferson 
Center when it is possible to do so safely. 

Members submit mp3 recordings and lyric sheets 
ahead of meeting time and may receive written feed-
back from other members in addition to the verbal 
feedback at live or virtual sessions.

Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and 
supportive of one another and respectful of the work. 
Our experience has been that our songs invariably im-
prove after going through the feedback process. 

If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group 
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are 
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should 
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a 
member, you may submit songs for consideration in 
our feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate 
in events and benefits of membership. Contact us at 
info@svsasongs.com to be sent a Zoom link to our next 
meeting. 

THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION


