
The next meeting of 
the SVSA will be held 
WEDNESDAY JULY 
28 in the Community 
Room at the Jefferson 
Center in Roanoke VA.

Doors will open at 
7 p.m.; the meeting 
begins promptly at 7:30 

JULY FeATURe ARTicLe

Setting up the song

See Feature Article, page 2

and will last until the last 
song critique is finished, 
or 10:00 p.m., whichever 
comes first.

Members may submit 
one song for critique (on 
cassette, CD, phone, 
computer, or you can 
perform it live) and 

should provide at least 
25 copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited to 
members only but non-
members and guests 
are encouraged to sit in 
on the discussions and 
exercises.

Members and guests 

J U LY  2 0 2 1

SVSA
MUSIC NEWS

by Aspen Black
“Tough times. Wife Kidnapped. A 

few bucks short on ransom!” That’s 
what the sign in the panhandler’s 
hand said at the bottom of the exit 
ramp from 220 at Franklin Road.

On the next corner, a woman held 
a sign that read, “Rough times – blah, 
blah, blah. Food – blah, blah, blah.”

I wondered if this was the other 
fellow’s supposedly kidnapped wife!

Either way, neither of them were 
getting many handouts. Drivers 
kept their windows up and drove 
on. It made me think of framing. 
Not picture framing, or framing a 
house, or even framing someone 
else for doing something you don’t 
want to get caught for. No, song 
framing, commonly known on stage 

as song setup.
When I passed these panhandlers, 

I was getting ready for a show and 
happened to be thinking of how to 
set up a new song for the expected 
audience.

The panhandlers must have 
thought they were funny – but no 
one was getting the joke. Or, at 
least, no one was handing them any 
money!

As songwriters, we’re the same as 
these panhandlers. We want people 
to respond well to our songs, buy a 
CD, or put dollars in our tip jar. How 
we set the song up to a particular 
audience can make all the difference.

Like many of you, I have my core 
set of songs that deliver well for 

ASPeN BLAcK

will be required to 
submit their Covid 
vaccine record 
at check in, or 
alternatively, email a 
photo of your card to: 
mollyeotis@gmail.
com 
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F e A T U R e  A R T i c L e continued from page 1

me, gig after gig. Yet sometimes, 
there will be night when a solid 
song falls flat. When I think back 
afterwards, I can’t find anything 
appreciably different with my 
delivery or playing. I wonder, 
then, why didn’t this song connect 
with this audience? My guess? 
I didn’t set it up in a way that a 
particular age group or cultural 
group could relate.

Over the years, I’ve heard 
hundreds, maybe thousands, of 
performers, from well-known 
professionals to newbies, 
introduce their songs. I suspect 
many of you have, too.

My mentor and duo partner, 
Kerry Grombacher, has taught 
workshops at music festivals on 
the subject, and there’s definitely 
an art and method to song 
introduction.

(Daughter) Alice, Kerry, and 
I were in Missouri last month at 
a listening room where we had 
performed the night before. We 
had several day shows, so we 
stayed in town to watch the next 
act. They were a husband-and-
wife folk duo from Boston who 
prided themselves in original 
sing-a-longs.

However, one of their 
substantial songs was about a 
homeless man who came up to 
them when they were performing 
and asked them to play songs that 
he remembered learning as a kid 
when he had a guitar.

They told us the whole story in 
their song intro, including how he 
crept up little by little, gathered 
his courage to ask, and then 
smiled and cried as they played 
for him. It was very touching.

The problem? When they 
got into their song, guess what 

it said? The same exact story! In 
fact, the song actually gave fewer 
details than their setup did. Alice 
commented on how boring it was 
to sit through that song since they 
already told the whole story before 
they sang it.

One of the biggest no-no’s that 
Kerry explains in his workshop 
is to not retell the song’s story in 
the setup. Instead, he suggests 
picking something in the song and 
expanding on its significance or 
giving information on a related topic 
that flows into the song.

Where I struggle most is when a 
song I wrote is completely fictional 
or has a deeper personal meaning 
to me than I want to share with my 
audiences.

But no matter the topic, I try to 
create a script that seems plausible 
and interesting to the age and 
background of the audience and, 
hopefully, leaves the listeners 
wanting to receive the song.

When I was being coached in 
songwriting in Nashville during 

the mid-’90s, my producer said 
that listeners are longing to put 
themselves into songs and fit them 
to the emotions in their own lives.

I’ve heard song setups that 
ramble on an on, losing the 
listener’s attention. I’ve also heard 
ones that focus so specifically 
on the writer’s inspiration for 
the song and what it personally 
means to them that there is no 
room for it to mean anything else 
to the listener.

Furthermore, jokes in song 
setups are good if they work. 
But, when the joke falls flat or 
the audience doesn’t get your 
sense of humor enough to know 
if you were serious or joking, they 
become uncomfortable and the 
song suffers. This seemed, to me, 
also to be the problem with the 
panhandlers’ signs.

I suspect that man and woman 
either changed their signs or went 
home relatively empty that day.

So what lesson did I learn from 
See Setup, page 3

I’ve heard song setups 
that ramble on an 
on .... [and] ones that 
focus so specifically 
on the writer’s 
inspiration and what 
it personally means to 
them that there is no 
room for it to mean 
anything else to the 
listener.
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the panhandlers? Set up your songs in a way that draws in, not repels, 
your audience. If you’re a panhandler looking for people who will part 
with their money out of sympathy for your plight, give the people a 
story that makes their heart bleed, not a joke that many people can’t 
appreciate.

If you’re a songwriter looking for audience connection, a full tip jar, 
and repeat bookings, set your songs up in a way that draws the listeners 
in and makes them want to personally relate to the messages you sing. 

S e t u p continued from page 2

Julie Borden Kinn is 
all ears at a recent 
Kinnfolk performance. 
(Photo by Jim Cook.).

SVSA Music 
News sets lyric 
publishing policy

From time to time, the SVSA 
Board selects outstanding work of 
SVSA members to feature in the 
newsletter. We encourage you to 
go through the feedback process 
in monthly meetings before posting 
your songs directly.

If you have a previously 
published song or one that has 
already been vetted through SVSA 
that you would like to submit for the 
SVSA newsletter, please send it to 
SVSAPresident1@gmail.com for 
approval. 

One of the most recent SVSA 
members, Bright Aku, sits in 
at last month’s Guitars Under 
the Star song circle and guitar 
pull sponsored by 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse. (Photo by Denise 
Schmucker.)
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SVSA to resume live, face-to-face confrontations 
SVSA members gathered in the 

Zoom Room for the LAST time on 
Wednesday, June 23. (Collective 
sigh.)

This coming Wednesday, 
July 28, we will return to the 
Jefferson Center for in-person 
meetings! We will have a larger 
space – the Community Room 
– to accommodate our growing 
numbers.

Doors will open at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting will begin promptly at 
7:30 and will continue until 9:30 or 

until the feedback session is over. 
The meeting will last no later than 
10:00 p.m.

Former SVSA President Larry 
Sakayama will conduct a short 
workshop.

Members and guests will 
be required to show their Covid 
vaccine record at check in, or 
alternatively, email a photo of your 
card before the meeting to our 
current president: mollyeotis@
gmail.com.

Those who wish to wear a 

mask may do so and there will 
be space for those who wish to 
observe social distancing.

Directions to the Community 
Room: On the first floor, take the 
center hallway and look on the left 
for the mailboxes. Turn left and 
enter the “Authorized Personnel 
Only” door. That is the Community 
Room. (A sign inside says 
“Musicians Greenroom.”)

Have your Covid vaccine record 
ready to show and you’re in! See 
you there!

Next Meeting WEDNESDAY, JULY 28

SVSAer David Bowen (center) is active 
with the GUITARS4VETS charity in his 
region. Here, he and other representatives 
of the organization perform July 16 at the 
Ware Center in Lancaster PA.
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AUGUST
15 & 22

Award-winning singer-
songwriter Justina 
Shandler will address:
u Writer’s block
u Personal lyric writing 

with a creative approach
u Writing the right melody 

for your lyric
u Taking your song to 

completion
Participants at any level 

are welcome to participate!
This two-day workshop 

online on Zoom will 
happen Sunday, August 15 
and Sunday, August 22nd 
from 1:00-3:00 p.m.

TO REGISTER:
Contact
SVSAPresident1@gmail.

com
Cost is $35

“Start With
The Words”
SONGWRITING WORKSHOP

Justina Shandler

PRESENTS

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION

SVSA
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Most recent SVSA Songwriters 
Spotlight was top-notch event

by Mollye Otis
Mike Franké, Aspen 

Black, Adonna Lemon and Dan 
Hildebrand (as the Dan & Adonna 
Show), and Mike DeGiorgi 
put on a wonderful show at 
the Friday night July 9th SVSA 
Songwriters Showcase at 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA. 
Seasoned writers and performers 
all, they gave the audience what 
they came for; engaging, varied fun 
and unique entertainment.

There was a sizeable and 
enthusiastic crowd and it felt good 
to experience performers and 

President’s 
Message

MOLLYe OTiS

The latest SVSA Songwriters Showcase was held July 9 at Third Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA. 
Participants this time around were, left to right, Mike DeGiorgi, Adonna Lemon, Dan Hildebrand, Aspen 
Black, and Mike Franke. (Photo by Linda Giuliano Pearrell.)

audience together again in the 
coffeehouse.

Many thanks to Bob 
Schmucker for providing sound 
and livestream filming for the 
night. Bob, Mike Franké, and 
Larry Sakayama have been hard 
at work setting up the internet 
capabilities and equipment making 
huge improvements to the system.

And they aren’t done yet! A 
high-quality camera with pan 
and zoom capabilities will add 
to the arsenal, along with a new 
sound mixer already installed. It’s 

See Showcase, page 7
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S H O W c A S e continued from page 6

amazing what Bob and Josh Jones, plus a team of volunteers have 
been able to create at 3rd St. Coffeehouse! It is a valuable resource 
for SVSA and for so many songwriters on the far-reaching roster.

I have to acknowledge new SVSA Treasurer Celie Holmes for 
her invaluable assistance with Facebook and linking to our online 
donations Friday night. Celie also recently also improved the stage 
lighting at the Coffeehouse; big difference in ambiance and adequate 
lighting for filming. Thank you Celie!

Thanks to the performers who did a beautiful job representing 
the best that SVSA has to offer! And to all the others whose 
assistance added so much to the success of our work.

Sincerely,
Mollye
PS. More photos on pages eight and nine!

ASPeN BLAcK

MiKe FRANKe
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S H O W c A S e continued from page 7

MiKe DeGiORGi

DAN HiLDeBRAND

ADONNA LeMON
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S H O W c A S e continued from page 8

It may be a cliché but one can honestly say that a good time was had by all. Left to right, Mike 
DeGiorgi, Adonna Lemon, Dan Hildebrand, Aspen Black, Mike Franké. (All photos by Kathy Acosta.)
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by Bill Stanton
 I’m proud to say that a 

video of my song Star City is 
now on YouTube thanks to the 
inestimable help of former SVSA 
member Randy Walker.

The video brings me back 
to my first year as a member 
of the Southwest Virginia 

Songwriter’s Association. I and other members were 
gently admonished by then-president Mike Franke to 
stop bringing songs to the vetting meetings that were 
already professionally recorded on CDs or songs that 
were, for all intents and purposes, “finished.”

Mike wanted us to bring fresh new material that 
members of the group could give meaningful feedback 
on for improvement. I still remember walking out into 
that Spring evening the night of that meeting filled with 
feelings of intimidation wondering what new ideas for 
songs I could bring to this group of obviously seasoned 
songwriters.

I remember looking up at the evening sky and 
seeing the amazing glow of the Mill Mountain star and 

From audio to video

asking myself, “I wonder if anyone has ever written 
a song about that shining symbol?” I went home that 
night and Star City pretty much wrote itself. The song 
was vetted the following month, and I have been 
presenting “new” songs ever since.

 So now, five years later, thanks to the technical 
assistance and a lovely slide guitar accompaniment by 
Randy Walker, Star City is accessible on YouTube. I 
hope my fellow SVSA colleagues will check it out.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNszv_g9Dds

It’s all about the joy when
it’s all about the music

by Jerry Gilmore
I traveled to Huntsville 

AL recently and played a 
short gig for an old Navy 
friend of mine. Harry Horton 
and his wife Mary are in a 
family nursing home not far 
from Huntsville. The gig was 
acoustic with cover tunes, 

sing-a-longs, and some hymns. 
The power of music is underscored every time 

I do gigs like this one.  They’re not sold out with 
curtain calls, not for the ego and the “atta boys” .... 
they’re just for the heartfelt joy that music brings to 
so many living with endless TV and lonely silence.

This last year has been tough on everyone 
without music, community, and conversation. 
However, joy is infectious and very powerful. I’m 
sure pleased to be spreading as much of it as I can.

www.jerrysongs.com

SVSAer Steve Clark ended up as the official poster 
boy for the recent Twisted Trail 10K on June 26.
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SVSAer Jerry Gilmore is 
surprised by a birthday 
cake. Or is it the other 
way around?
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The SVSA Music News functions for members 
in many ways. One of the most overlooked 
is the free classifieds section.

There are two restrictions: One is that all 
classifieds must be music-related; the other 
is that classified ads may be submitted by 
paid members only. And that’s it!

Remember: An ad is much more successful 
when accompanied by a clear photo and 
a complete and detailed description. The 
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell 
number. The SVSA Music News will not 
forward ad enquiries.

Take advantage of this free service now. 
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by 
the person who submits the ad.

Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com. 

Former SVSA President Steve Clark performs on the 4th 
of July at the Portside Grille and Bar.

A nice poster heralds a recent performance by SVSAer  
Aspen Black at the Bedford VA library.
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If there’s an “anchor” member of SVSA, it’s probably Greg Trafidlo, 
longtime member, supporter, champion of learning craft, and deliverer of 
informed feedback. Over the years, many have relied upon his viewpoints 
and suggestions, even as now he mentors members and hosts a regular 
weekly song circle with “the Janisarians” — a few valued friends from the 
group linked by their past studies with Janis Ian.

PIVOTAL PRESIDENTS

by Mollye Otis
Greg Trafidlo and his wife Judy Larson live on the edge

of state forest land. I turned onto their narrow secluded drive-
way and, rounding the first curve, came face to beak with a 
beautifully-colored wild turkey. I waited as he eyed me skepti-
cally and then stepped away.

Continuing to wind my way through this enchanted land-
scape, I passed whimsical metal sculptures, a stone pagoda, and a 
surprising trio of deep blue alien eggs protruding from the ground.
I saw a small elevated stage, chairs, and benches strategically placed 
for peaceful solitude and finally came to the circular finish of my 
curious journey where all around me, shimmering bright green 
grasses were waving gently in the sun.

I had arrived at a rustic and inviting home where
still more fascinations awaited me inside; treasures
and artifacts of lives rich with experience and
world travels. They convey a generous and im-
aginative existence that these two have shared
with many fellow travelers and musicians dur-
ing their years deep in the woods of Salem VA.

Enticed to Roanoke by a bluegrass music-
ian and friend, Greg was already playing folk,
country, and bluegrass in Chicago and Califor-
nia before relocating to Southwest Virginia. A

See Trafidlo, page 14

There’s A Song In There
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 13

college interest in ethnomusicology had logically led to his 
pursuit of regional music styles and drew him to Appalachian 
music.

“The Greater Chicago Bluegrass Band was playing out in 
the suburbs and from the stage, they announced, ‘We’re sorry 
to say, but our guitarist is leaving, he’s moving away’. So, after 
a pitcher of beer, I went up to them and said, ‘Well, if you need 
a new guitar player, just give me a call.’ So two days later, I 
got a call and the next thing I know I had to learn about three 
hundred bluegrass songs; Stanley Brothers, Bill Monroe ... the 
real stuff. I did that from ’76 until ’81 when I moved down 
here.” 

“When I left Chicago, the leader of my band, Chuck Kling, 
said, ‘Greg, we love ya. We’re gonna miss ya but I gotta tell 
ya, you’re the world’s shittiest mandolin player.’ He gave 
me his mandolin and said, ‘Take this and you gotta learn to 

play it.’ That’s the 
one I’m still playing. 
Initially, I learned a 
lot from being around 
pros like Chuck and 
that’s something that 
carried over into the 
SVSA.”

Greg’s background 
in in marketing and 

advertising landed 
him a “day job” as a creative director for Media Works writing 
jingles. “Locals can probably still sing: ‘Dial 9-8-2-2-2-2-2!’ 
the ‘Valley Metro Song’ that high schoolers all over the area 
were jivin’ to in the late ’80s.” It earned Greg one of many 
“Addy” awards. But at the same time, he was also driven by 
a keen desire to invest in his professional development as a 
songwriter and performer. 

While teaching guitar at Virginia Western Community 
College, he learned about the SVSA from Sid Crosswhite 
(founder and first president of the SVSA) who was taking 
Greg’s class. When Greg joined the group, “there was a 
commonality because it was pretty heavily country-oriented. 
But we had people like Steve Langston who were writing 
their own stuff. All good writers — but it also taught me that 
you can write for yourself. The song is the most important 
thing, no matter what your purpose is, if you’re playing it for 
your mother only or if you’re trying to get something done 
with it internationally.” 

“Sid lived not very far from here and we used to meet 
See Trafidlo, page 15

“The song is the most 
important thing, no 
matter what your 
purpose is. ”

~ Greg Trafidlo
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 14

originally in his garage, setting 
up some chairs, with maybe 
ten to 12 people coming out. 
He brought this guy in named 
Steve Gillette and a woman who 
looked really familiar to me. It 
was Steve’s wife, Cindy Mangsen, 
and she was one of the folkies I 
used to know from the Old Town 
School of Folk Music in Chicago. 
Steve wrote Darcy Farrow and a 
host of other songs. He was one 
of my mentors. I was just blown 
away by his music.” 

Longtime SVSA members 
share a perspective of the 
SVSA as an organization of 
serious intent. Through the 
outreach of Sid Crosswhite 
and a joint membership with 
NSAI (Nashville Songwriters 
Association International), 
industry professionals engaged 
local songwriters at a high 

level focused on developing their 
writing skills as well as cultivating 
professional awareness. It’s a 
seriousness that Greg promotes 
anytime he’s given the opportunity.

He keeps on hand a long-
running list of workshops, 
presenters, concerts, house 
guests, topics, and contacts that 
originated from the early SVSA-
NSAI connection and led further 
to many members’ participating in 
songwriting camps like Swannanoa. 
Greg has attended that camp “about 
20 times” and that’s where he met 
legendary folk singer-songwriter 
Tom Paxton.

“He liked my songs and I’m still 
playing for him. That’s the way it 
works; you gotta buy the ticket.” 

Toward the late ’80s, Greg 
went to Billy Edd Wheeler’s Great 
Smokies Song Chase at Warren 
Wilson College. (Billy Edd wrote 

Jackson, Coming Of The Roads 
with Lieber and Stoller, Coal 
Tattoo, and “a bunch of other 
great songs.”) Wheeler brought 
his friends from Nashville: 
songwriters, producers.

Greg recounts, “Just being in 
the presence of these people, you 
learn ‘I gotta know this stuff.’ You 
gotta know who these people are 
because when you’re talking to 
them, you don’t want to look like 
an idjut.” 

Some writers under the 
“Nashville influence” are known 
to have lost track of how to 
write from the heart. Seeing that 
happen to other writers, Greg 
acknowledges that “it happened 
to me, too, for a while. It changes 
you. When you grow up and you 
realize, ‘Okay, I gotta write for 
myself first. I’m not gonna be 

Greg Trafidlo and his one-
cent BMI check.

See Trafidlo, page 16
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 15
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 16

a hit writer.’ You gotta get that 
out of your system without it 
destroying your interest in the 
music.” 

“You learn over time what 
you’re best at musically. You 
might like it or not like it but you 
are going to find out either way. 
Unfortunately, I’m best at writing 
parodies (the kind that win the 
USA Songwriting Competition.) 
Working with Neal Phillips – 
who’s a brilliant writer – this 
has been our forté. We haven’t 
written too many things that 
are straight Americana, but we 
have fun writing together and so, 
when you learn why you write, 
you’re gonna have a focus on 
‘what’s my best card?’

“Luckily, I had a really good 
publisher in Paul Craft who 
appreciated that kind of thing. 
(Craft wrote Drop-Kick Me Jesus 
Through The Goalposts Of Life 
and a lot of other stuff; one 
album “Paul Craft Warnings” 
and it’s pretty off the wall). That 
was our first connection, plus I 
had played for him on Crossing 
Over Into The Valley which is 
published by him.”

“I loved Ray Stevens and Paul 
took one of my songs to Ray. I 
went with him; we hopped into 
Paul’s Jaguar and we went over 
to his studio but Stevens wasn’t 
there. He was so hopped up on 
this song that he wanted to give 
it to Ray but it never happened.”

Greg recalls that he became 
a member of the SVSA in ’84. 
But when asked when he was 
president, he exclaimed, “I don’t 
know! I’ll have to look that up. 
I would say in the late ’90s for 

See Trafidlo, page 18
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 17

a couple of years then became 
treasurer for ten years. I was 
heavily invested in the SVSA.” 
(Not ironically perhaps, a list 
of presidents has never  been 
compiled though Steve Clark has 
now managed to create 
one from memory.)

“The challenge 
was to keep people 
interested, by doing 
writing challenges, 
having the contact 
people come down and 
do performances, house 
concerts, and things like 
that. That was the most 
important thing, to keep 
everybody interested. It 
was an interesting time; 
I remember when David 
Simpkins joined and 
Mike Pearrell. “

“RtrOvrNtr” retreats 
were popular with the 
SVSA gang. “We used 
to do these yearly out 
here. What we would do, 
we would have people 
come Saturday morning 
just to get settled in. I’d cook up 
some spaghetti or something for 
lunch. By that time, everybody 
would been here and got the 
gabbing out of the way. We’d 
go off out in the woods; there, 
there, there, on that bench out 
there, on the stage, you know. 
The stage, that’s Mike Pearrell’s 
private workshop room. I have a 
couple of tables out in the woods 
with some chairs and things like 
that. Some would go out in the 
front in the open area and the 
woods behind that and they’d 
write. They’d just write. And then 
we’d come together again for 

dinner here. I’d make some chili 
or something like that and then 
we’d have a big song circle. In many 
cases, people were so psyched on 
what they were doing and writing, 
they’d perform it right there and 

we’d give them feedback. It was a 
lot of fun. Then they’d stay over. 
Some would camp in their cars, 
some would bring tents or sleep on 
the porch out here. Next morning, 
Steve Clark would make these 
unbelievable blueberry waffles and 
pancakes and then we’d break up at 
noon on Sunday.

“SVSA members have come 
and gone; you would not believe 
the number of people. If you look 
at the list (Greg has given me two 
extensive ones), a lot have passed 
away, some have just given up; 
the SVSA was not right for some 
of them. We’ve had a couple of 

people from Roanoke who’ve 
gone onto Nashville and had 
outstanding careers; a guy from 
the Buchanan area, Matt Ramsey, 
is the leader of Old Dominion, 
the #1 country band right now. 

He was a member for 
a while.” 

While Greg 
believes his greatest 
contribution as 
president was his 
consistent sense 
of commitment to 
the group; it would 
seem that this fact 
alone truly sets 
Greg apart. That’s 
what comes from 
faithfully championing 
and actively 
participating in the 
group, supporting 
its purpose for so 
many years. And his 
personal road led 
him to many other 
memorable people 
and places all over the 
world. 

“Neal Phillips, who I met at 
the Great Smokies Song Chase, 
came out and heard Laura (Pole) 
and I play at 3rd St. Coffeehouse 
in ’94. I said, ‘Why do I know 
this guy?’ We were looking for 
a bass player at the time and 
I think we made a comment 
onstage ‘anyone out there play 
bass?’ Afterwards, he came up 
and said hello. I gave him our 
first cassette on a Friday night. 
He took it home, practiced with 
us Sunday, and knew the songs 
better than we did. Amazing 
guy! He’s played with us over 25 

See Trafidlo, page 19
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 18

years; in fact, we’re working on 
some new stuff now. We recorded 
seven of Steve Gillette’s songs 
over the past 25 years. A coupla 
more and we’ve got an album. A 
tribute album, that kind of thing.” 

“I think that one of the things 
that has been good for us in this 
new technology was the Seekers’ 
song that we have out there, 
Another You. That’s been seen 
on YouTube over 30,000 times. 
We’re going to make a concerted 
effort to get our stuff out there 
to view online. I’m leaving the 
technical side to Neal and Laura 

(Pole, the third member of their 
group Trifolkal). I’m a writer, not a 
technician.”

Between the Covid lockdown 
and a recent health scare, Greg 
was sidelined from performing but 
during that year, he completed his 
final solo album, “A Different Story” 
with trusted engineer and friend 
Harold Thompson at Blackwater 
Recording Studio. The two have 
produced at least 30 albums 
together.

It seems clear that you just 
can’t keep a cheerful Trafidlo down 
… for long. He recently backed up 

Laura Pole on her one-woman 
show, is rehearsing and working 
back up to singing again with 
Trifolkal, and will take headlining 
honors on the final show of 
3rd St. Coffeehouse’s “Tuesday 
Tunes” series for Feeding 
Southwest Virginia on August 3. 

“We’re about to get high-
speed cable!” Greg beams as he 
tells me how he will now be able 
to share more music with more 
people all over the country and 
that he and Judy can both be 
working online at the same time. 

Judy Larson and Greg Trafidlo on the Malecon in Havana, Cuba.

See Trafidlo, page 20
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T R A F i D L O continued from page 19

It’s an exciting new horizon for them to anticipate 
from what has been a remote location for so many 
years. 

Greg and Judy are planning more world travels 
soon. “We wanted to get to Athens for a few days 
before a boating thing started then to Santorini and 
whatever and then we’re going to spend a couple of 
extra days in Athens and then we’re going to Madrid 

and Barcelona. That’ll be fun. Gotta be done!” 
Following our interview, Greg was supposed to 

email me some photos. When I sent him a reminder, 
he replied “Oy! I’d lose my head if it wasn’t up my 
……!” to which I replied, “Duct tape your head to your 
body.” His comedy writer’s ready comeback? “Cause 
there’s a song in there.” And-a 1-2-3 Sing ….

And that is a pivot.

Harold Thompson, owner and operator of Blackwater Recording Studio at Smith Mountain Lake and Greg 
Trafidlo work on one of the many projects they’ve helmed together over the years.
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New Freedom Farm is a nonprofit 
organization located in Botetourt County VA. 
The farm is a safe place for veterans and first 
responders suffering from trauma, depression/
anxiety, substance use, and other issues. Staff 

Freedom Fest is the annual fundraiser for the 
New Freedom Farm organization. The event will 
take place over three weekends in September 
(11th-12th, 18th-19th, and 25th-26th). Vendors 
and food trucks will be on-site, and there will be 
a variety of entertainment on stage. The farm 
is asking for local musicians to perform each 
weekend. A special invitation is being made to the 
SVSA for performers. 

EVENt DEtAiLS
Place: 6118 Lithia Road, Buchanan VA
Dates: Sept 11-12; 18-19; and 25-26.
Time: 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Costs: Admission for regular entrance is $7.00 per 

person ages three and up
Web site: https://www.newfreedomfarm.org/

basic-01 
For more information and/or to register to 

perform, contact: 
Lois Fritz, Executive Director 
540-855-1158 
newfreedomfarm2016@gmail.com

and volunteers engage visitors to the farm 
by encouraging therapeutic interaction with 
the farm’s equine residents, farm chores, and 
peer-to-peer support. These visits help veterans 
and first responders with feelings of isolation, 
communication, trust, and social skills.

The end-goal of these interactions is to 
empower veterans and first responders to heal and 
to assist with their reintegration into civilian life. 

New Freedom Farm is also a dedicated safe 
haven for its equine residents. The horses and 
other animals that live on the farm have come 
from their own traumatic situations, including 
abandonment and auction. The animals that 
reside at New Freedom Farm are what make 
the programs unique and will remain permanent 
inhabitants of the farm. 

Veterans and first responders are never 
charged for their visits to the farm. 

New Freedom Farm seeks entertainment
for upcoming September Freedom Fest event

SVSA take note:
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Would you “like”
to help the SVSA

get more followers
on Facebook?

That’s all we need you to do. Just 
go to our Facebook page and “like” us. 
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s 
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s 
page for shares, postings, and a greater 
all-around presence.

Of  course, we’d also appreciate your 
input. You can share things to our page, 
comment on posts, memes, and images, 
and generally help make our page become 
more active and seen by more Facebook 
users.

As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just 
pop the following URL into your Google (or 
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook 
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like” 
it if  you’d help us out! Thanks!

https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association

Western tour means fun, work - 
and not necessarily in that order

Aspen Black and her daughter Alice (SVSA’s 
youngest member) have been on a recent short 
performance tour of several western states. They 
spent the last few days of their tour at the Cowtown 
Opry Music Camp in Weatherford TX. Alice and her 
friends take part in the intensive practice of group 
songs, songwriting workshops, plus vocal and 
instrumental lessons. 

Alice writes a new song to perform at the CTO 
music camp each year. This year, she wrote a 
song called Betty’s House, capturing the beautiful 
memories, homey feeling, camaraderie, and Texas 
hospitality the campers share in the evening portion 
of the camp programs often held at Betty’s house. 
Above, Alice poses with Betty after the ending 
concert. Betty was moved to tears when she heard 
the song.
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NEWS & NOTES FROM
3RD STREET 
COFFEEHOUSE
by Bob Schmucker

3rd Street 
Coffeehouse roars 
back to life

Everyone’s favorite listening 
room roared back to life in the 
past few weeks with series of 
successful shows that were 
open to the public and offered 

both great music and fresh cake from Evie’s Bistro and 
Bakery.

Even with COVID protocols in place, like free masks 
and hand-sanitizer stations, the energy and excitement 
for a return to live music in the venerable old venue was 
palpable to everyone.

After a couple of private shows to knock the rust 
off, the Grand Reopening was held on June 25 and 
featured 3rd Street house favorite Shawn Byrne from 
Nashville. Dan Hildebrand and Adonna Lemon opened 
and a comfortably full house enjoyed the great show 
while the show was also LiveStreamed via the 3rd 
Street Coffeehouse Facebook page.

The coffeehouse has undergone some big changes 
in recent months, all of which are designed to improve 
the experience for both audience and performers along 
with improving the LiveStreaming capability.

Among the changes are a much newer and more 
powerful Peavey powered mixer, new cables, and a 
new LiveStream broadcast system which features a 
high definition PTZ camera.

The audio and video management station has been 
moved to the back of the room, which provides better 
sound management and clears the view of obstacles 
like the tripod and iPhone used for LiveStreaming 
during the COVID shutdown.

The new PTZ camera is mounted in the back of 

the room and has 12X zoom, 270 degree panning (side 
to side) and up-down tilt functions. That will allow for 
LiveStream viewers to be able to see both the stage 
and most of the inside of the coffeehouse (including the 
footprints on the ceiling) during times when the music 
isn’t playing. 

The Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia 
music series winds up on August 3rd with an extended 
show featuring Greg Trafidlo and friends. The 8:00 
p.m. show will be open to the performers who have 
been featured on the series which started out in May 
of 2020 and has run every week since. It will also be 
LiveStreamed to the general public.

The show hopes to meet or exceed the goal of 
raising $20,000 for Feeding Southwest Virginia, which 
funds 100,000 nutritious meals. To commemorate the 
series, 3rd Street Coffeehouse will be hanging pictures 
of the performers involved, with much thanks to Brian 
Muncy, who will be donating pictures from his “Picture 
of Roanoke In Music” book which was published 
during the pandemic.

2021 is marks the 35th year of continued operation 
for 3rd Street Coffeehouse. We are a nationally known 
listening room which draws some of the best artists in 
the Folk and Americana music genres.

We look forward to a huge anniversary celebration 
next April. We are grateful for a supportive and 
generous audience, but even more grateful are the 
performers who seek out venues like ours to play their 
songs. If you haven’t been to the coffeehouse since we 
re-opened, we hope that you’ll visit us soon. 
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Maybe these guys don’t look it but they’re really REALLY 
wired. Well, okay, maybe they aren’t so wired but 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse sure is! There’s new equipment and all kinds 
of new things happening at our favorite venue and SVSAers 
Larry Sakayama, Josh Jones, Dan Hildebrand, and Mike 
Franke are on the scene helping out.
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down 
due to coronavirus concerns. However, it seems that good news 
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking 
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to re-
open. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive Local & 
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday 
night shows on Facebook via live streaming
Responding to the Coronavirus pandemic, 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse transitioned to high-tech digital live streaming. 
Friday night performances are continuing at 7:30 p.m. and 
originate from the 3rd Street Facebook site. Viewers may watch 
for free and there are virtual “hat” options for tips. Please check 
the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest info, 
updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

Tuesday Tunes for Feeding Southwest Virginia

July 27 ..............................................David Simpkins
Aug 3 ...............................Greg Trafidlo and Friends

Friday Night Stage
Date	 Feature	Act	........................................ Opening	Act
07/30	 Kinnfolk	................................................David Simpkins
08/13	 Jim	Lord	................................................Nick	Weitzenfeld

First & Third Thursdays Under The Star
Outdoor Guitar Pull & Song Circle

Aug 5  ...... hosted by Bob Schmucker
Aug 19  ......hosted by Bob Schmucker

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic pretty much 
shut down live-in-person performances, there 
has been a dearth of listings in this section for 
over a year. However, now that opportunities 

are once again arising for SVSA members to 
perform, this newsletter will once again be 
happy to list upcoming gigs for SVSA members. 
Listing is free and encouraged!
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
eyeS on the water — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a Different Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

the crawLSPace taPeS — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carveD in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S Done iS Done — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLver — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing the moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimeStore Detective — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
Songwriter SeSSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLeS from the fire Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLeS from the roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

eaStern weStern cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSegirL Poet — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ the weSt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my Life — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLe — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“I used to always have 
a pretty high, clear 
little voice, but as I 

got older, I got a little 
cornbread in it.”

~ Wilson Pickett
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Bill Stanton 
eLectric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for veteranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans
& patriots

www.svsasongs.com

Live and in-person again 
on Wednesday, July 28. 

Check your e-mail for info.

eyes on the horizon kaleidoscope touch the sky

Barbara Martin
eyeS on the horiZon — Jazz and all 
originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck 
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on 
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on 
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and 
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

kaLeiDoScoPe — Barbara’s jazziest CD. All 
original songs, with co-writes with Joel Evans, 
Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic blues 
and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac Walter.
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to amosflame@
aol.com by the second Tuesday of the month. 
Announcements from members will be e-mailed to 
members as soon as they are received and, if still 
timely, published in an upcoming issue of the SVSA 
Music News. Announcements from non-members will 
be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’  
Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com. 
SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2021 SVSA Board Members:
Mollye Otis – President
ashley Lucas – Vice President
celie holmes – Treasurer
David Simpkins – Secretary and 

Newsletter Editor
mike franké – At-Large Board Member 

and Webmaster
Bill Stanton – At-Large Board Member
Larry helms – At-Large Board Member

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011

www.svsasongs.com
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WHO WE ARE

The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 
(SVSA), founded in 1982, comprises approximately 40 
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who 
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing 
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen 
to fellow writers’ songs and share feedback with one 
another in a supportive, encouraging and engaging 
process.

The SVSA also offers workshops, social events and 
performance opportunities for its members, along with 
a newsletter, web site and Facebook page that focus 
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to 
Roanoke and the region. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant 
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of 
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to 
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues, you 
can submit songs and contribute to the feedback ses-
sions, plus participate in all our activities.

The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers 
growing and reaching their potential because of the 
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this 
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com 

A Bit ABOUt OUR ASSOCiAtiON

We have among us people who range from seasoned 
professional and semi-professional performers to those 
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our 
members have many albums to their credit, while some 
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.  

Several members have sold songs to famous artists or 
have film and TV placements. Some play multiple in-
struments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard but 
there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the mix. 
Some are singers, some non-singers, some with exten-
sive music education, many with credits in the school 
of life experience who play by ear. There are writers 
who focus more on melody and harmony, and others 
who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are skilled pro-
ducers/arrangers with a depth of technical know-how. 

Our membership includes people of all ages represent-
ing a broad range of musical influences including folk, 
Americana, blues, gospel, rock, jazz, zydeco, pop, con-
temporary, country, bluegrass, Celtic, and theatre/cab-

aret. With this mix of diverse styles, interests and skills, 
we share a rich knowledge base and learn through the 
exchange of expertise from multiple perspectives.

OUR MEtHOD

For the present, the SVSA meets on Zoom every fourth 
Wednesday of the month (with holiday exceptions). 
The virtual doors open at 7:00 p.m. for meet, greet 
and catch-up time. At 7:30, we may have business 
to discuss, then perhaps a brief period of activities 
such as writing exercises, mini-workshop presenta-
tions, videos or other creative activities. Songs are then 
presented for listening and feedback sessions. On any 
given night, we discuss the songs in a robust, healthy 
exchange of comments and ideas. The meeting ends 
when all the songs have been presented or we close at 
10:00 p.m. If you would like to audit our next meeting, 
e-mail us at info@svsasongs.com to get a link to our 
Zoom room.

We will resume in-person meetings at the Jefferson 
Center when it is possible to do so safely. 

Members submit mp3 recordings and lyric sheets 
ahead of meeting time and may receive written feed-
back from other members in addition to the verbal 
feedback at live or virtual sessions.

Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and 
supportive of one another and respectful of the work. 
Our experience has been that our songs invariably im-
prove after going through the feedback process. 

If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group 
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are 
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should 
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a 
member, you may submit songs for consideration in 
our feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate 
in events and benefits of membership. Contact us at 
info@svsasongs.com to be sent a Zoom link to our next 
meeting. 

THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION


