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Tricks, tips, do’s, don’ts
for performing songwriters
by Mike Franke

Not all of us write songs to
perform them on stage ourselves.
This article, however, is for those of
us who do.
I wrote my first song in about
1983. At that point, I thought I
might be able to write songs, but
I certainly didn’t consider myself
a real “guitar player,” and most
definitely not a “performer.”
It wasn’t until about ten years
ago that I started thinking of myself
as a “singer-songwriter” in the more
complete sense of the word. I was
waking up to the idea that I had a
certain skill with the guitar, I was
finding my real singing voice, and I
was learning that when I was able
The next meeting
of the SVSA will be
held WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 17 in the
LL Rice Room at the
Jefferson Center in
Roanoke VA. (There
will be no monthly
meeting in December.)

to be myself on stage, that “self”
was a pretty decent entertainer. Oh,
and my songs were getting better.
As members of the SVSA, we
recognize that songwriting is a
craft. Talent may be involved to
differing degrees, but it’s the craft
that we study, and it’s the craft that
can be continually improved.
The same is true of performing.
Of course, this means improving
your skills with your instrument(s),
including your voice, but it also
includes the actual skills getting
to the stage, taking the stage,
engaging and holding the audience,
and leaving the audience feeling
something and remembering it.

See Feature Article, page 2

Doors open at 7 p.m.;
meeting begins at 7:30
and will last until the last
song critique is finished,
or 10:00 p.m..
Members may submit
one song for critique
(on CD, phone, laptop
computer, or you can

MIKE FRANKE

perform it live) and
should provide at least
25 copies of the lyrics.
Critiques are limited to
members only but nonmembers and guests
are encouraged to sit in
on the discussions and
exercises.

Members and
guests will be
required to submit
their Covid vaccine
record at check in, or,
alternatively, email a
photo of your card to:
mollyeotis@gmail.
com

FE A T U R E
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Recently, when I asked SVSA
members for their advice on
performing, I got a lot of great
stuff. Some things surprised me,
in fact. Some of it I didn’t even
agree with. Some of the advice
was more for intermediates
than beginners. Some of it was
tactical in nature, focused on
logistics and mechanics, and
some of it was more mental
or psychological, focused on
delivering an experience.
What follows is a compilation
of the feedback I got from SVSA
members, but it also includes
my own choices and my own
experiences as to what works
and what doesn’t work (for me).

PREPARATION

We have all heard about
and seen or heard brilliant,
“spontaneous” performances.
But the truth is that most of
these brilliant moments are
the result of lots and lots of
preparation.
For instance, I’ve read (and
seen videos) that showed that
Janis Joplin was a passionate,
uninhibited, spontaneous
performer. But I’ve also read that
once she captured a moment
of magic, she could reproduce
it at will. She would prepare
herself to deliver that magic, and
it showed on stage, and in the
studio.

EQUIPMENT

Guitar players: Know your
strings! Are they old? If so,
change them — and it’s best NOT
to do this just prior to the gig
(although, I remember talking to
Martin Simpson about how he

Continued from page 1

changes strings just before every
performance).
As a beginner, keep it simple.
Unless lots of effects, or looping, or
multiple instruments is an integral
part of your act — leave the bells
and whistles at home until you’re at
ease on stage.
Bring your own cables.

“A singer-songwriter is
a musician who writes,
composes, and performs
their own musical material,
including lyrics and melodies.
In the United States, the
category is built on the folkacoustic tradition, although
this role has transmuted
through different eras of
popular music. Singersongwriters often provide the
sole accompaniment to an
entire composition or song,
typically using a guitar or a
piano.”
~ Wikipedia

Bring your own extension cord
if you think you might have need for
one.
If your gear uses batteries, use
new ones or make sure the ones
you’re using are good. This includes
guitar pickups, tuners, DIs, and
effects boxes. Carry extra batteries
for yourself and your fellow
musicians. Cover the terminals so
they don’t discharge in storage.
Practice with your own
equipment. If you’re plugging in,
make sure you don’t plug in or
unplug without notifying the sound
person.

If you’re mic’ing your guitar,
know something about mic
placement. (A good rule of thumb
is to place the mic at about the
12th fret, at a slight angle, and as
close as you can get it without it
being in your way.)
Will you be sitting, or
standing? If sitting, will you be
in a chair, on a low stool, or on
a high stool? The physicality
of a guitar is different in each
situation. It’s best to use a strap
in any case, so that you’re used to
it for standing gigs.
If you work with multiple
instruments, practice moving
from one instrument to another.
This can mean making sure
that you mute the channel
and unplug, and perhaps
reset some levels. It means
placing your instrument(s) on
a stand gracefully during your
performance.
Try to set the same levels
for all your instruments, so that
the sound person can dial you in
once and not have to fiddle with
it all night.
Practice with guitar straps —
especially if you wear a hat!
If you work with multiple
tunings, practice moving from
one tuning to another. Practice
getting in the wrong tuning and
then correcting it.
Try to know what
peculiarities your equipment
has on stage. Some guitars tend
to feed back, for instance. Some
need to be mic’d a certain way.
If you don’t know this yet, figure
it out (preferably during sound
check) and remember it for next
time.
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PRACTICE
Practice! Nerves will make
you forget chords, lyrics, keys —
the name of the venue, even your
own name.
There are two kinds of
practices. One, to learn your
songs. The other, to perform your
songs. Don’t mix these up. First
learn the songs, then practice to
perform the songs.
When practicing to learn your
songs, practice until you can play
each song without consciously
thinking about the chords,
melody, or lyrics, or having to look
at your hand positions constantly.
When practicing to perform
your songs, practice so that

Continued from page 2

you can express yourself without
worrying about the mechanics.
The better you can play the song
on “autopilot,” the more you can
actually perform it to deliver
emotion, or a message, or both.
Practice your transitions
between verses or song parts. If you
forget a lyric during practice, back
up a few bars and practice the lyric
again — with the transition from
the previous lyric.
A set list with some notes is
okay (keys, capo settings, etc). But
try not to use a lyric/chord sheet.
Practice! IF you use lyrics on stage,
don’t read them — ever — and
don’t even get used to glancing
at them on a regular basis. The
audience will feel it. YOU will feel it.

This is something I’ve
personally been working on. I
know my performances are much
better without lyrics in front of
me. I also know that forgetting a
lyric can hurt, or even kill, a song.
It’s a trade-off. I try to practice
enough to minimize and mitigate
the risk of forgetting a lyric or a
chord, banking on the known fact
that my performances are better
without a sheet (or an iPad) in
front of me. And I also try to get
used to screwing up and moving
on.
Practice your intros as well
as your songs. Work up a short
background story for each song,
write a high points outline, and

See Feature Article, page 4

NOT WHAT YOU WANT TO SEE
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practice it — imagining you’re
talking to the audience. But don’t
memorize it word for word. If
you wrote the song yourself,
why? What inspired you? Know
whether you’re going to be
playing your instrument as you
deliver your intro, or not. Practice
it.
Nerves can wreak havoc on
tempo. Set the tempo of your
songs and then practice keeping
that tempo throughout. Repeat:
nerves can wreak havoc…
Practice tuning while you do
a song intro — it’s not as easy as
you think.
Practice singing into a
mic. About four inches away
is usually optimum. But you
may need to back off if you’re
belting something out or
playing a harmonica, and
you may want to “eat” the
mic for occasional proximity
effect. Understand what
you sound like both singing
and speaking. Watch out
for “plosives,” the popping
“p’s” and blasting “b’s” that
sound people abhor. Note: just
because a mic has a foam cover
over it doesn’t mean that you are
protected from plosives. That’s
not what it’s there for.
Consider not playing your
set songs the day before the
performance — play other ones
instead. Your performance might
be a little fresher that way.
If you can, try to mix up your
set. Choose your songs to vary
the tempo, feel, theme, emotion,
style, and key — as much as
possible. Your song selection
should not be boring, but it also
shouldn’t feel random.

Continued from page 3

As a total beginner, you may not
have too many options yet — focus
on starting strong and finishing
strong.

SHORTLY BEFORE YOU GO ON

Be careful what you eat or
drink an hour or more before going
on stage. Dairy can cause phlegm.
Anything carbonated (including
beer) can cause you to burp into
the microphone.
Pee. Wash your hands.
Have a bottle of water handy
— something that seals and is
guaranteed not to spill on stage.
Tune up — guitars react to

different environments, so be ready
for it.
Warm up your voice and your
instrument before going on. Find a
routine that works for you.
Know the first words you’re
going to speak, the first words
you’re going to sing, and the first
chord you’re going to play.

START STRONG

I once worked with a choir
director who had an Army
background. He coached us that we
should “come in strong, and finish
strong — everything in between is
less critical.”
Own the stage when you walk

onto it, without being overly
dramatic. Make it clear through
your body language that there’s
no place else you’d rather be, and
that you’re “home.”
Try taking a deep breath from
behind the mic before you start.
Pause. Take in the setting.
Introduce yourself — briefly
(30 seconds) — before playing.
If you’re nervous, that’s okay.
Note it. (Say to yourself with a
smile, “Ooh! I’m nervous!”) Then
get on with the show.
The first song sets the tone.
Make it something you know
really well, and pick a song that
tells the audience what
you’re about.
Your first song will also
serve as the “sound check”
— even if you already had
an official sound check
earlier.
Don’t be afraid to ask the
sound person for what you
want, and learn how to ask
for it clearly, graciously, and
efficiently. Remember that
the sound person will make you
sound good to the audience, but
only you can tell them what you
need on stage.

THROUGHOUT

Basics
Careful where you step, or
move. Move slowly; deliberately,
gracefully. Nothing worse than
knocking your guitar over. (Right,
Larry?)
Keep breathing. Feel your feet
on the ground or your butt in the
seat. Enjoy where you are. Playing
songs for other people is a huge
privilege.
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If you’re playing a cover,
always cite the name of the song
and the songwriter.
Humor is good, but don’t try
to be a comedian unless that’s
your thing.

BE PROFESSIONAL
(EVEN IF YOU’RE NOT)

Rule #1
It’s about the audience — it’s
not about you.
Do not apologize or “hedge.”
It’s a common beginner mistake
to self-deprecate or minimize
our own value with on-stage
comments that effectively amount
to “this isn’t very good.”
While I believe there can be
a place for this, I also believe it’s
an “advanced” technique that
only works once you’ve already
acquired the audience’s trust. The
audience does not want to feel
sorry for you, and they don’t like
false modesty. Remember Rule #1.
On a similar note, do not
highlight your errors. Most
people will either forget them
two seconds later, or not notice
them in the first place. If you
screw up in an obvious way,
realize that on-stage errors are
reminders that the show is LIVE
— which is what people came
to see (Rule #1). Shake it off —
laugh it off if you can — and then
move on.
Relax! It’s not only okay to
appear relaxed and confident
— it’s your job. Nobody in the
audience wants to see you bomb
— they want to go on a little
journey with you for the duration
of your show. Your nerves are
your own, not theirs. Remember

Continued from page 1

Rule #1.
It’s definitely okay to show
vulnerability — but, again, don’t
make your performance a therapy
session for you. Remember Rule
#1. It’s about how you relate to the
audience through the songs.
Look at the audience, but don’t
focus on a particular person for
a long time. Include them all. Try
looking at the back of the room
most of the time (even if you
can’t see it), as if you’re singing to
someone in particular.
That said, engage individuals,
too. It makes the show personal —
for you and for everyone else.
The final rule complements
Rule #1: Be yourself, only better.
Do not try to be someone you’re
not, but do try to be a bigger, better
version of the best parts of you.
That is what the audience wants to
see. That’s what you want to be.

FINISH STRONG

With one or two songs left,
make sure you thank the venue,
the staff, the sound person, and the
audience.

Finish with a song that leaves
the audience with something that
will make them remember you.
Remember to start strong and
finish strong — everything in
between is less critical.
Leave the stage by thanking
everyone again, and remind them
of your name.

AFTER THE SHOW

Thank the venue and the staff
in person. Be gracious, grateful,
and humble with audience
members.
Review your show from
memory, and take notes — while
it’s fresh. That night, if possible.
If you have a recording, wait
to watch it or listen to it a few
days later, after it’s faded a bit.
Then take more notes. Write
down the positives and negatives.
Then write down the things you
plan to do to act on those notes.
Follow up via email — thank
the venue again.
Remember — the way you
know you’ve done well is to be
asked back.
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No meeting in December, holiday party instead

Meeting this Wednesday due to holiday
by Mollye Otis

We remind you that our meeting
is this Wednesday, November 17
— a week early this month allowing
for the Thanksgiving holiday.
At this Wednesday’s meeting,
we will vote on next year’s Board
of Directors. Our December 4th

Holiday Party / 40h Anniversary
Celebration will be our final
gathering of the year.
As usual, this coming
Wednesday, we will meet at 7:00
p.m. for social time and then begin
the meeting at 7:30 in the L.L. Rice
Room at the Jefferson Center.

Bring 20 copies of the lyric
sheet and an mp3 on your phone or
CD are all you need — or bring your
instrument if you plan to perform
live.
Oh ... and bring a pencil! And
some good jokes. And BIG ears.
See you Wednesday!

SVSA Holiday Party
December 4, 5-9:00 P.M.
See Page 7 for more information.
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Mike DeGiorgi, Larry Sakayama, and Mike Franke (collectively billed as the Sashimi Brothers) played a
program consisting entirely of original humorous songs to a full house in Moneta VA last Friday night.
The performance was sponsored by the Smith Mountain Arts Council.

Combined with 40th Anniversary celebration

SVSA holiday party set for Dec. 4
by Mollye Otis

Mark your calendars,
songwriters, for December 4, 2021
from 5-9:00 p.m.
Larry and Judy Helms have
graciously offered to host our
annual December gathering at
their gorgeous home at
899 Windridge Parkway
Hardy, VA 24101
Here’s the schedule:
• 5:00 Socializing
• 6:00 Dinner
• 7:00 Music
• 8:00 Honors to Sid Crosswhite,
SVSA’s founder and
president from 1981-1999
Turkey and ham will be
provided. Guests, please bring a
side dish to share and please bring
your own drinks.
Ashley Lucas will be emailing

everyone Evite invitations. Your
RSVP is required by November 26.
You may bring a guest.
Everyone must be vaccinated.
Larry has amps and pianos;
bring your instruments and plan to
share some songs!
Parking:
If you have difficulty walking,
park in the driveway. It will hold
about six cars with everyone able
to move — or more if people don’t
mind being hemmed in.
There’s parking for another
five or so at the top of the driveway
and parking on the shoulder of
Windridge Parkway. If you can
walk without trouble, parking
along the road is recommended.
Bring a flashlight! It is a long
walk and it will be dark when we
leave; make sure you’re safe.

If folks can carpool, it’s a good
idea. Hope to see you there!

President’s
Message

MOLLYE OTIS
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Mike Pearrell, Marc Baskind, Josh Jones, and Forrest Baldwin represented the SVSA at a Songwriters
Showcase at Roanoke VA’s 3rd Street Coffeehouse last Friday night. (Photo by Linda Giuliano Pearrell.)

Latest SVSA songwriters
showcase “exemplary”
The SVSA has a long history of presenting
songwriters showcases at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in
Roanoke VA. The most recent was held last Friday
night. The group’s representatives were Mike Pearrell,
Marc Baskind, Josh Jones, and Forrest Baldwin. The
foursome took turns performing their original music for
an hour and a half to a large and enthusiastic audience.
SVSA President Mollye Otis had this to say, “The
showcase was exemplary. The songwriters presented
an interesting show as a diverse but complementary
group. There was a great balance of material — four
strong writers with something to say; all masters of
easy rapport with an audience and having a compelling
connection to their songs. Plus, there was great glitchfree sound. As an audience member, it was a thoroughly
enjoyable evening.”
The sound chores were in the capable hands of two
SVSA members: Bob Schmucker and Dan Hildebrand.

Mike Pearrell kicked off the event. (More photos
— courtesy of Bob Schmucker — on next page.)
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Forrest Baldwin (right) takes his turn as
Mike Pearrell, Marc Baskind, and Josh
Jones look on. (More photos on next page.)
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SVSA Songwriters Showcase
3rd Street Coffeehouse
Roanoke VA
November 12, 2021
Mike Pearrell (top left), Forrest
Baldwin (top right), Marc
Baskind (bottom left), and Josh
Jones (bottom right).
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You’re a
good man,
Vince
Guaraldi !
I was having dinner in a local restaurant when I
heard some familiar piano notes start playing over the
sound system…..
Buh, da, da, duh, da, da…
Buh, da, da, duh, da, da
Buh, da, da, duh, da, da…
Buh, da, da, duh, da, da
It was a song that officially gets me in the holiday
spirit! The one that conjures up my childhood, a
story about a Christmas tree that one person sees
the beauty in when no one else does and the lessons
learned from it. It’s Linus and Lucy, the song most
often referred to as The Charlie Brown Theme.
It was written for a TV show about the popularity
of the “Peanuts” comic strip, but that show was
scrapped for the Christmas special we’ve all come to
know and love. The producer of the show had heard a
popular jazz instrumental, Cast Your Fate To The Wind,
and knew that was the sound and feel he wanted, so
he contacted the composer – Vince Guaraldi. Along
with Linus and Lucy, Guaraldi also wrote other
beautiful and evocative songs: Christmas Time Is Here,
Skating, and Christmas Is Coming.
They were combined into a soundtrack album that
has sold well over four million copies and has been
enshrined in both the
Grammy Hall of Fame
and the National
Registry of the
Library of Congress.
And with all due
respect to the music
of Messrs. Ellington
and Gershwin and the
song Take Five, I’d
wager that little 12-note riff kicks off the most wellknown jazz song of all-time.

Would you “like”
to help the SVSA
get more followers
on Facebook?
That’s all we need you to do. Just
go to our Facebook page and “like” us.
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s
page for shares, postings, and a greater
all-around presence.
Of course, we’d also appreciate your
input. You can share things to our page,
comment on posts, memes, and images,
and generally help make our page become
more active and seen by more Facebook
users.
As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just
pop the following URL into your Google (or
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like”
it if you’d help us out! Thanks!
https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association

Photo by Luke Church

by Charlie Divers
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Great American
Song Contest
deadline is Nov.18

We’d all like to see our names up in lights — and
the SVSA’s youngest member, Alice Black, is
getting an early start on that kind of achievement.
Alice performed at the International Western
Music Association’s Rising Stars Showcase in
Albuquerque NM.

Next in-person meeting is this coming
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
L.L. Rice Room,
Jefferson Center, Roanoke VA
Doors open 7:00 p.m.

The Great American Song Contest™ is
designed to benefit every songwriter, lyricist,
and composer who participates.
An entry fee of $35 is required for each
entered song, limited to 10 songs per songwriter
per year. If the same song is entered in multiple
categories, each requires a separate entry fee.
Submission deadline is November 18,
2021. Online submissions must be received and
mailed submissions must be postmarked by
this date. (Note: Writers retain all rights to their
songs, lyrics, and compositions.)
Get complete info at https://www.
greatamericansong.com
This annual event is designed for amateur
and semi-pro songwriters only. Individuals who
earn over $10,000
annually from song
publishing royalties are not eligible. All entrants will receive an entry
confirmation and a
judging
schedule
to track the judging
process.
Why enter? You’ll get:
• Opportunities to win songwriting awards and
$15,000 in prizes.
• Opportunities to get your songs heard
and evaluated by top music-industry
professionals.
• Opportunities to advance your songwriting, to
promote your songs, and to open doors in the
music business.
Ten songwriting categories
• Pop • Adult Contemporary • Country • Folk/
Americana • Singer/Songwriter • Christian/
Inspirational • Instrumental • Rock/Alt • Hip
Hop/Urban/R&B • Special Category Music
(Children’s, Christmas, Novelty, Comedy) • Lyric
Writing
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The SVSA Music News functions for members
in many ways. One of the most overlooked
is the free classifieds section.
There are two restrictions: One is that all
classifieds must be music-related; the other
is that classified ads may be submitted by
paid members only. And that’s it!
Remember: An ad is much more successful
when accompanied by a clear photo and
a complete and detailed description. The
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell
number. The SVSA Music News will not
forward ad enquiries.
Take advantage of this free service now.
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by
the person who submits the ad.
Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com.

SVSA member Bob Schmucker has hosted 3rd Street
Coffeehouse’s “Guitars Under The Star” sing-along
and guitar pull at Mill Mountain in Roanoke VA during
this year’s warm weather. The event is winding down
for the winter but Bob says it will go on in some form
or another. (Photo by Louann Howell.)
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My name is Jim Cole and I am
retired engineer (Virginia Tech
graduate), musician, and sport
aviation enthusiast.
I was raised in Roanoke VA
and after living for brief periods
in Blacksburg, Richmond, and
Greensburg PA, I have been
fortunate to call Roanoke my home
for all these years.
I am married (Mary) and
have two sons, one of which is an
MD (Michael) and the other is a
PhD candidate in Neuroscience
(James).
I began my music life with
piano lessons, switched to
trombone in high school, had a
brief stint studying music and then
played professionally for a while,
before finishing my engineering
degree and starting a “real world”
profession.
I began writing songs about 28
years ago, but I did not do much
songwriting until I retired and
found the time to devote more
energy to it. Now I split my time
between writing and playing. I
have a small home studio where I
do a little bit of recording.
I have been a member of Blue
Ridge Soaring Society, New Castle
VA (brss.net) for 50 years and,
along with music, it is my go-to
activity. Soaring is “the art and
science of motorless flight” and
is the perfect blend between the
technical and artistic. If you have
ever seen a modern sailplane, they
are beautiful machines and are a
true culmination of “form follows
function.”

SVSA NEW MEMBER

SPOTLIGHT
JIM COLE
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My name is Travis Vance.
I was born in Roanoke VA. I graduated from
Lord Botetourt High School and attended New River
Community College.
Two years ago, a friend and I started a painting
business that keeps me busy.
I started writing songs in 1995 and some of my
influences are Ronnie Milsap and George Strait.
I’m really enjoying the SVSA meetings. The
people here are very talented and entertaining.
I hope to keep learning from them and to better
myself.

SVSA NEW MEMBER

SPOTLIGHT

TRAVIS VANCE with girlfriend Annemarie and pooch Dophie.
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BOOK
REVIEW
by Mollye Otis

When Mary Gauthier’s book came out in July 2020, I rushed to buy a copy
and read it. I was skeptical, wondering just how a song could save a person but
willing to find out.
The book vividly answered my question in real and unapologetic stories
of this woman’s life of excruciating hardships. It truly demonstrates a case of
survival by merest chance when songs did in fact become her lifelines.
It is a difficult and heart-wrenching to read at times but compelling and
worthy of the time it takes to understand. It is also inspiring to learn how this
being carried on and gave back, reaching out to other lost souls and throwing
them lifelines. The descriptions of events and situations where she reached
into tortured lives, for instance with PTSD-stricken soldiers, and given them
the chance to make songs out of their personal pain give Mary Gauthier’s life story a
sense of heroic purpose.
To know that she didn’t know a thing about music when she started and yet has
reached the top, having her songs performed by many famous artists isn’t beside the
point, but the courage it took to write this book takes center stage. It’s a must-read for
songwriters who believe in the healing power of song, or who need to figure it out, like
me. More info at https://www.marygauthier.com/store/saved-by-a-song

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic pretty much
shut down live-in-person performances, there
has been a dearth of listings in this section for
over a year. However, now that opportunities

are once again arising for SVSA members to
perform, this newsletter will once again be
happy to list upcoming gigs for SVSA members.
Listing is free and encouraged!

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday night
shows on Facebook via live streaming
Friday night live performances have resumed at 7:30 p.m. and the 3rd
Street Facebook livestream continues concurrently. There’s still no cover
charge for the live shows and FB viewers may watch for free as well.
Please check the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest
info, updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...
Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down
due to coronavirus concerns. However, it seems that good news
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to reopen. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive Local &
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

what’s done is done

marc with a “c”

long story short

eyes on the water

a different story

the crawlspace tapes

carved in song

folk singular

Mike Franke

Greg Trafidlo

what’s done is done — A debut release of

A DIFFERENT STORY — An eclectic

14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

Marc Baskind

combination of originals and covers featuring
old friends and new, competently and
professionally recorded and performed. And,
as always, straight from the heart.

THE CRAWLSPACE TAPES — Greg’s most

marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers

joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up,
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

David Simpkins

Carved in Song— Most songs co-written

and original songs offers a taste of the varied
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer.

Long Story Short — Offers 12 original
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues,
and country.

The Panini Brothers
Eyes on the water — Debut CD from a

group comprised of SVSA members Larry
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas.
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters.
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com.

folk singular— Greg’s third solo CD

reflects the diversity of his songwriting
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on
guitar and vocals.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

silver

winkin’

pacing the moon

cup of contradictions

dimestore detective

dog joggin’

songwriter sessions

tales from the fire pit

Trifolkal

Steve Clark

SILVER — The trio celebrates 25 years

DOG JOGGIN’ — Eleven sweet and true

together with a “fan favorite” collection of
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton.

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that

“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the
fun with poignancy and heart.

Josh Jones
Pacing the Moon — Thirteen of the

strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics,
short audio clips and additional information,
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

Mike Pearrell
cup of contradictions — 13 original
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and
playing.

amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
SONGWRITER SESSIONS — The CD was

released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from reallife ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony
by Adonna Lemon.

TALES FROM THE FIRE PIT — The most

popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio,
located at the couple’s home in VA, and
features 10 original works.

dimestore detective — Mike’s first solo
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

tales from the road

eastern western
cowgirl

from the heart of a
cowgirl

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

my life

gumbo

style

Aspen Black

Jimmie Landry

Tales From the Road — 15 original poems
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to
a road, although the road is never the subject.
Either the road runs through it, shows up in
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.”

MY LIFE — Jimmie sings stories about his
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzyblues New Orleans-style piano and vocals
paint a picture of 60 years in music.

Eastern Western Cowgirl — Eight

original Contemporary Western songs.
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirl —
Original spoken word poems adhering to the
Western Music Association guidelines for the
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.
horsegirl poet — Songs and poems about
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at
CDBaby.
LOVIN’ THE WEST — This is the latest CD

released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black.
It features 10 original selections, seven of
which are road-tested favorites.

GUMBO — Hot and spicy down-home jazz,

funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten
originals and three covers.

STYLE — A blend of standards and one original
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky secondline blues.

“The more a song seems like
a journal entry the better.
The more it seems like an
open letter the better.”
~ Taylor Swift
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

electric bill

songs for veterans
& patriots

acoustic bill

eyes on the horizon

kaleidoscope

touch the sky

Bill Stanton

Barbara Martin

ELECTRIC BILL — Ten original songs of Bill’s

EYES ON THE HORIZON — Jazz and all

lyrics and melodies accompanied by former
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s.

ACOUSTIC BILL — Ten original songs with

lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by
former bandmates on acoustic instruments
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early
1970s through 2000.

Jerry Gilmore

originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

Kaleidoscope — Barbara’s jazziest CD. All

original songs, with co-writes with Joel Evans,
Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

Touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic blues

and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac Walter.

songs for veterans & patriots —

covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans,
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag,
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor.
The original compositions are performed in
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles.
Available from CDBaby.

Live and in-person at the LL Rice
Room at the Jefferson Center on
Wednesday, November 17.

www.svsasongs.com
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted
by paid members only. All classifieds must be musicrelated. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About articles and other written
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA
Music News throughout the year. Members can
submit other articles and features at any time. Nonmembers may also submit articles and other written
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows,
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to amosflame@
aol.com by the second Tuesday of the month.
Announcements from members will be e-mailed to
members as soon as they are received and, if still
timely, published in an upcoming issue of the SVSA
Music News. Announcements from non-members will
be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the
SVSA Music News.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained
in this newsletter are intended
to be helpful to songwriters. The
companies and organizations
mentioned are believed to be
legitimate; however, SVSA does not
endorse any products or services and
offers no guaranteed success based
on the content.
We are always looking for articles
about SVSA members and articles
of interest to the songwriting
community. Email articles and
information to the Editor, David
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com.
SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2021 SVSA Board Members:
Mollye Otis – President
Ashley Lucas – Vice President
Celie Holmes – Treasurer
David Simpkins – Secretary and
Newsletter Editor
Mike Franké – At-Large Board Member
Bill Stanton – At-Large Board Member
Larry Helms – At-Large Board Member

About Members’ Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA
Music News. The submissions will be printed as
submitted; the more information you provide, the
more likely the response.

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011
www.svsasongs.com
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THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION
WHO WE ARE
The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
(SVSA), founded in 1981, comprises approximately 40
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen
to fellow writers’ songs, and share feedback with one
another in a supportive, encouraging, and engaging
process.
The SVSA also offers workshops, social events, and
performance opportunities for its members, along with
a newsletter, web site, and a Facebook page that focus
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to
Roanoke and the region.
If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues,
you can submit songs and contribute to the feedback
sessions, plus participate in all our activities.
The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers
growing and reaching their potential because of the
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com
A BIT ABOUT OUR ASSOCIATION
We have among us people who range from seasoned
professional and semi-professional performers to those
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our
members have many albums to their credit, while some
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.
Several members have sold songs to famous artists
or have film and TV placements. Some play multiple
instruments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard
but there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the
mix. Some are singers, some non-singers, some with
extensive music education, many with credits in the
school of life experience who play by ear. There are
writers who focus more on melody and harmony, and
others who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are
skilled producers/arrangers with a depth of technical
know-how.

zydeco, pop, contemporary, country, bluegrass, Celtic,
and theatre/cabaret. With this mix of diverse styles,
interests, and skills, we share a rich knowledge base
and learn through the exchange of expertise from
multiple perspectives.
OUR METHOD
The SVSA meets in the L.L. Rice Room at the Jefferson
Center in Roanoke VA every fourth Wednesday of
the month (with holiday exceptions). The doors open
at 7:00 p.m. for meet, greet, and catch-up time. At
7:30, we may have business to discuss, then perhaps
a brief period of activities such as writing exercises,
mini-workshop presentations, videos, or other creative
activities. Songs are then presented for listening and
feedback sessions. On any given night, we discuss the
songs in a robust, healthy exchange of comments and
ideas. The meeting ends when all the songs have been
presented or we close at 10:00 p.m.
Members and guests are required to submit their Covid
vaccine record at check in, or, alternatively, email a
photo of your card to: mollyeotis@gmail.com
Members may receive written feedback from other
members in addition to the verbal feedback at live or
virtual sessions.
Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and
supportive of one another and respectful of the work.
Our experience has been that our songs invariably
improve after going through the feedback process.
If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a
member, you may submit songs for consideration in our
feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate in
events and benefits of membership.

Our membership includes people of all ages
representing a broad range of musical influences
including folk, Americana, blues, gospel, rock, jazz,
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