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Performance, production, 
presentation all matter

See Feature Article, page 2

by Mike Franke
I recently got a tattoo on my left 

forearm. It’s my first tattoo. I have 
several others planned, but this was 
the first one for a reason.

The original idea for this tattoo 
was a simple feather. It was to 
remind me to “lighten up.” It’s in 
keeping with a theme — the license 
plate on my motorcycle says “LYTNP.”

Actually, the idea came to me 
during a coaching session (I’ve 
invested in personal coaching from 
time to time), and it was a little 
more emphatic than “lighten up.” My 
coach asked me, as he did at the end 
of every session, what I would take 
away from today’s session — and 
I responded in exasperation that I 

needed to “lighten the F* UP!” So 
that’s when the idea of the tattoo 
entered my mind.

However, as I got closer to the 
day of my tattoo appointment, I 
started thinking about what kind of 
feather I should have inked onto my 
arm for-all-to-see-and-especially-me.

Feathers have such symbolism, 
after all. Should I get an owl 
feather, symbolizing wisdom or 
intuition? Perhaps it should be a 
hawk feather, symbolizing strength, 
foresight, clarity, physical health, 
and decisiveness. Perhaps I should 
be so bold as to consider the feather 
of all feathers — an eagle feather 
— symbolizing everything that is 
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The next meeting of the SVSA will be held 
WEDNESDAY JULY 27 at Larry & Judy Helms’ 
lake house in Hardy VA. (See page 4.)

The festivities will kick off at 6:00 p.m.and 
will include an in-the-round songfest. Check 
your SVSA Google Group email for more 
information.

The meeting will be held rain or shine. Bring 
a portable chair and some songs to share.

The August meeting will be held at our 
regular location, the LL RIce Room at the 
Jefferson Center in Roanoke VA.
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highest, bravest, strongest, and 
holiest in the world.

I even considered turning 
the whole thing on its head and 
trying to represent a dodo feather 
— that of an extinct, flightless 
bird — but I feared a dangerous 
prophesy.

And then, of course, I realized 
that I was overthinking it, which, 
of course, is the antithesis of 
“lighten the eff up.” Busted. 

Upon further reflection (of 
which I am prone), I thought of 
the idea of turning the simple 
feather into a quill — that 
universal symbol of writing and 
writers. 

Anyway, this isn’t about my 
tattoo.

The point is that I fancy 
myself somewhat of a writer, you 
see. I will someday be advertising 
my book in this very newsletter, 
in fact. 

Several years ago, I started 
thinking of myself as a writer 
of things other than songs. So I 
started attending meetings of a 
local writers group. Their meeting 
are structured and purposed 
much like the meetings of the 
Southwest Virginia Songwriters 
Association — they’re all about 
giving feedback on creative works. 
Someone reads, and we discuss 
what we heard. Very familiar.

Even at my very first meeting, 
I learned a great deal.

For instance, I learned that 
performance really does matter. 
I know I will raise some hackles 
within our own group when I say 
this, but I think it would behoove 
us, as songwriters, to spend 
more time on performance and 
production than we do.

I’m sure everyone in our club 
would agree that a song that is well 
performed and well produced has 
more of an impact on the listener 
than one that is poorly performed 
or produced — or perhaps over-
produced.

Still, there is a contingent of our 
membership (you know who you 

Continued from page 1F E AT U R E  A R T I C L E

are) who will claim under threat 
of death that “a good song is a 
good song,” and heavily emphasize 
that we should listen “past” the 
performances and production 
value in our meetings for the 
essence of the song itself. The idea 
is that, like clothing on a great 

See Feature Article, page 3

A song that is 
well performed and 
well produced has 
more of an impact 
on the listener ...

... than one 
that is poorly 
performed or 
produced.
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physique, pretty much anything 
looks good.

I do not fall into that camp. 
Yes, I believe that our meetings 
should focus more on writing 
good songs than on producing 
good songs — especially for 
songwriters who are not 
performers. But I do not believe 
that the song and the presentation 
are as disconnected as we’d 
perhaps like them to be.

I don’t think I could perform 
Superstition as well as Stevie 
Wonder. It’s a good song, but a 
masterful performance. I don’t 
even think I could perform 
Margaritaville as well as Jimmy 
Buffett. It’s a very well-written 
song, but it had to be Jimmy 
singing it to make it a hit.

The other side of the 
argument holds as well. I don’t 
think even Steve Earle could bring 
one of my more poorly written 
songs to life. Take one of the good 
ones, on the other hand, and the 
right artist could bring it to life (to 
life, l’chaim!) 

I have always felt this way, I 
think. But it all came crystal clear 
to me during my first meeting of 
the Roanoke Writers Club about a 
year ago. Here, I quickly learned 
the difference (for me) between 
works of writing that were meant 
to be performed, and works that 

were meant to be read.
One of the club’s members is a 

wonderful reader. He speaks with 
a slow country drawl and a deep, 
resonant voice, and his stories have 
characters with slow country drawls 
as well. The pacing and delivery 
perfectly match the content. Prosody, 
indeed. I would buy his audio book.

Another member, from New 
York, also read extremely well, and 
his stories were fortunately about 
New York cops. Again, the pacing and 
delivery and accent and attitude all 
perfectly matched. Fuggedaboutit.

Several other members — and 
their works — were more difficult 
for me to appreciate, because they 
simply weren’t very good readers. 
There was no emotion, no inflection, 
no rhythm. It seemed like, to them, 
the words on the page were lifeless, 
or just in their heads.

The writing might have even 
been quite good. It might have even 
been better than the first two guys 
I mentioned. I just couldn’t tell, 
because it didn’t reach me through 
the delivery. Had I read the words 
on the page for myself in advance 
as I was supposed to, perhaps the 
whole experience would have been 
different.

Several members also read 
poetry. The difference between a 
“good” reader and poor one was even 
more stark for poetry than it was for 

prose. For me, I simply can’t read 
poetry — I just don’t get it. But 
when it’s read to me… it can be 
magical. Poetry, to me, is meant 
to be performed out loud and in 
public. Reading a story? — Quietly, 
on my own.

One of our own SVSA 
members, Larry Helms, is a great 
example of the power of poetry 
performed, in my opinion. Make 
no mistake — Larry is a fine 
musician, having been featured 
several times in this newsletter, in 
fact. But in my opinion he is most 
remarkable as a poet.

Moreover, he has a magical 
gift for reading his poetry. I’ve 
even been so bold as to suggest to 
him that he produce recordings 
of him reading his poetry (rather 
than singing it) over music that he 
writes and performs. This is, by 
the way, no slight on his singing — 
it’s just that somehow his ability 
to string the words together so 
fluidly and with so much imagery 
and emotion is handcuffed by 
having to adhere to the structure 
of a melody or chord progression. 

My opinion. Your mileage may 
vary. He may say I’m full of it.

Anyway, this isn’t about Larry. 
Or reading. Or my tattoo.

My point is that my recent 
experience with forms of writing 

How a song is performed and produced is not only 
an important consideration when writing a song, it 

is part of the song. The cake and the icing cannot be 
separated. The presentation is part of the meal.

See Feature Article, page 4
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other than songs — being performed — has 
strengthened my opinion that how a song is 
performed and produced is not only an important 
consideration when writing a song, it is part of the 
song. The cake and the icing cannot be separated. 
The presentation is part of the meal. 

In fact, sometimes the song, or songs, cannot 
even be separated from the performer themselves. 
For my money, anybody trying to do Alice’s 
Restaurant other than Arlo Guthrie is playing with 
fire. Or committing sacrilege. People don’t just 
listen to your songs — they listen to you.

But that’s a subject for another article.
Now go read this to somebody. Or not.

The SVSA’s youngest member, Alice Black,
performed at the Cowtown Opry Music
Camp in Weatherford TX earlier this year.

July meeting, set for the 27th, will be held outdoors
For SVSA’s monthly meeting 

July 27, Larry and Judy Helms 
have graciously offered their lake 
house for a member in-the-round 
songfest.

Rain or shine, we’ll meet for 

a 6:00 p.m. gathering at 2956 
Northridge Road, Hardy VA 24101. 

Bring a portable chair, your 
beverage of choice, and some 
songs to share.

Be sure to check your SVSA 

Google Groups Mail for further 
information.

We will resume our regular 
indoor meeting in August in the LL 
Rice Room at the Jefferson Center 
in Roanoke VA..
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July 15 showcase was fun for all
Despite a couple 
of necessary 
substitutions 
(Mike DeGiorgi 
for Bill Stanton 
and Forrest 
Baldwin for 
Alice Black) 
the latest SVSA 
Songwriters 
Showcase at 
Third Street 
Coffeehouse 
in Roanoke VA 
went off without 
a hitch. The 
performance 
was live at the 
coffeehouse 
and also live 
streamed on 
the Third Street 
Facebook page. 
(Photos by 
Mollye Otis.)
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Mike DeGiorgi, 
Josh Jones, Forrest 
Baldwin, and Egan 
Green did a great 
job representing 
the SVSA at the 
association’s July 
15 Songwriters 
Showcase at Third 
Street Coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA. (Photos 
courtesy of Forrest 
Baldwin.)
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A gaggle of SVSA members entertained for a three-hour Songwriters Showcase as part of
the Americana Afternoons series at the Floyd (VA) Country Store on June 11. Back row, left
to right, is Kathy Acosta and Britt Mistele. Front row seated, left to right, is Larry Sakayama,
Mike Pearrell, Mike Franke, and David Simpkins. (Photo by Mollye Otis.)

SVSA member Julie Kinn is with her
husband Josh finishing up Kinnfolk’s
second CD this month at Fainting Goat
Studios.
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SVSA members featured in magazine article
By Greg Trafidlo

While shopping at Earth 
Fair in Roanoke VA, I picked up 
a copy of Retire VA magazine 
(a supplement of The Roanoker 
magazine), which had an article 
by Dan Smith that will interest 
our membership.

The article, “Writing Into 
Retirement,” featured seven 
regional writers including Larry 
Helms, his wife Judy, and Dick 
Raymond. Larry and Dick are 
also SVSA members.

The article mentions 
Larry’s approach to writing 

(on his trusty legal pad) and his 
“thoughtful and elegant essays, 
literary fiction, songs, and poems.” 
It also features Judy’s three 
commercially released novels.

The article also states that 
Dick’s writing has flourished 
since his retirement. It highlights 
his writing awards styles, his 
poetry, songs, and assorted works, 
including his “Blue and Gray 
Ballads,” “Tales of the Fox,” “My 
Life with Holmes,” “Robbie: A 
Boy of the Shenandoah,” Pomes,” 
(correct spelling) and “Eagle, 
Globe, and Anchor.”

SVSA member Marc Baskind (left,
red Stratocaster) performs with
the Heat Of The Night Band at
a gig earlier this month.



I’ve got more to share about 
my recent open mic experiences 
— e.g., my steady gig at Rivermont 
Bierhaus in Lynchburg, the 
new and improved Lynchburg 
Songwriter’s Showcase at Three 
Roads Brewing, and Vine In The 
Village open mic in Bulverde TX — 
but I thought I should cover this 
“bucket list” open mic before the 
summer gets away from us. 

I met Ken Swanson at the 
Lynchburg Songwriter’s Showcase. 
He encouraged me to seek out the 
open mic he hosts at the Evergreen 
Lavender Farm. 

I’ve been to this open mic 
twice. It’s my new favorite venue, 
at least on a pleasant summer 
Friday evening. (I’ve been to a lot 
of open mics since fall of 2014. A 
lot.)

The stage is great and roomy. 
The sound reinforcement seems 
competent — I claim no expertise 
here, but it felt solid when I was

SVSA MEMBERS OPEN MIC REVIEW

Clarker, The Hobbyist Songwriter
Evergreen Lavender Farm Open Mic, 7169 Old Evergreen Rd, Appomattox VA 24522

in my moment on 
stage. The audience 
seems there to listen 
— they’re not just 
downing burgers 
and beer. I felt like 
a headliner for my 
15 minutes! I was so 
elated when I left the 
stage that I wanted 
to invite all my SVSA 
friends to show up 
for the next round on 
Friday, Aug. 5, to enjoy 
the same experience.

It’s a plus that you 
can and should bring 
your own refreshments 
including adult 
beverages. (No food or 
beverages are routinely 
sold at the venue 
during the open mic.)

Alas, let me be
careful here and offer
some caveats. One
metric I often consider is whether 
or not it’s worth the drive and 
other trouble to get in front of 
that mic. Each of us has our own 
valuation of that.

In my case the drive is about 
45 minutes from Forest VA to 
just past Appomattox — 70 miles 
round trip. I’m not generally 
motivated to make that kind of 
drive for a brewpub affair. 

The evening runs from 

7-9:30 p.m. but Ken insists he’ll 
get everyone who signs in on 
stage. His nominal schedule 
allows 20 minutes per act — five 
minutes setup and 15 minutes 
performance. In other words – a 
three-song set is appropriate.

In practice, it seemed like the 
evening averages four acts per 
hour. As might be expected, this 
venue — like any worthwhile 

SVSA member Steve Clark plays
his original song, The Worm, with
Alfred supporting on bass.

See Open Mic, page 10
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open mic — has its share of regulars, so you’ll 
be competing for slots with those performers. 
My advice is be on the grounds by 6:30 p.m. to 
better assure some choice in time slots. 

Finally, I, too, was there to listen and I 
stayed for the entire show both times. Once 
my performance elation wore off, I had time to 
consider what else I was hearing.

Expect contemporary acoustic, i.e. 
“Americana,” from most of the performers with a 
healthy spattering of cover tunes consistent with 
the age of the performer (who tend to have their 
share of silver hair).

Both evenings were entertaining but at the 
end of it all, it’s still an open mic including the 
range of performance one usually expects at these 
things. Brewpub setting or not. I had to check my 
impulse to critique the various performances. 
One has to respect that some of these folks, 
just like me at one point, had to muster a lot of 
courage just to get in front of the mic.

Beyond performance quality, expect to hear a 
lot of covers with a few originals mixed in. That 
works well for me – it can be a bit of a chore 
to embrace a long string of originals I’ve never 
heard. 

So, is this a “bucket list” open mic? Worth 
the extra trouble to perform at, at least once? I 
say “yes.” If you’ve a notion to give it try, let me 
know. I’m likely to be there listening…

You can learn more about Evergreen 
Lavender Farm at https://evergreenlavender.
com/

A fixture at Third Street Coffeehouse in 
Roanoke VA, artist Lynn Hunt paints
Adonna Lemon and SVSA member Dan
Hildebrand at a July 22 performance.
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SVSAers are finding various ways to beat the summer heat this year. At left, Bright Aku takes in 
some ocean breezes. Top right, Bob Schmucker says howdy to Americana performer Paul Thorn at a 
recent Smith Mountain Lake concert. Below right, a number of SVSAers attended the recent concert 
by Marty Stuart And His Fabulous Superlatives.

On June 21, SVSAer Kristi 
Mason (far right), along 
with Linda Kay Simmons  
(author of the book 
Lightning Shall Strike) 
and Noelle Lane were 
interviewed on WDBJ-TV7 
Roanoke VA regarding 
the upcoming June 
24 performance of an 
adaptation of Lightning 
Shall Strike for the Smith 
Mountain Lake Arts 
Council. Kristi provided 
original music for the 
play.
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Sailing the ocean blue
Former president, former treasurer, and long-
time SVSAer Greg Trafidlo and his wife Judy 
Larson recently took a cruise across the Atlantic 
and saw some incredible sights in Europe. Here 
they are on their ship, the J&G Aegean Odyssey.

At the Palau de la Musica Catalan 
in Barcelona for a Flamenco 
show. Greg says it’s not Third 
Street but it will do.

In Amsterdam at the 
Rijksmuseum Museum. It’s 
Rembrandt’s Dutch Masters. 
Greg believes they were 
posing for an album cover.
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By Dan Hildebrand
July 23rd was a hot night both 

figuratively and literally at the 
Traveling Troubadour Concert 
Series with temperatures hovering 
around 94 degrees.

The music was sizzling as well. 
Thankfully, the outdoor concert 
was held in the shade of beautiful 
trees in a breathtaking lake view 
setting.

The event was hosted by David 
Merritt at Spring Lake Farm in 
Moneta VA for a group of 40 guests.

Eleven performers graced 
the stage, including SVSA’s own 
Dan Hildebrand accompanied 
by Adonna Lemon as the Dan & 
Adonna Show.

SVSA MEMBERS GIG REVIEW

The Traveling Troubadour Home Concert Series
Spring Lake Farm, Moneta VA

Other performers included a 
16-year-old budding songwriter 
named Savannah and an 85-year-

old retired music professor named 
Bob playing his coronet.

Music verities were diverse 
including blues, folk, country, 
classical, rap, and poetry.

Performers played a variety 
of instruments including guitar, 
keyboards, drums, Stumpf Fiddle, 
cello, and the coronet.

The concert started at 6:00 
p.m. after an hour-long mingle 
session during which chicken 
wings and mojitos were served. 
The concert wrapped up at 9:30 
p.m.

The next Traveling Troubadour 
House Concert will be held in 
September.

Stay tuned for details.

Dan Hildebrand &
Adonna Lemon

SVSA member attends music fest he helped start
Twenty-seven years ago, Dan 

Hildebrand founded the Acoustic Fest 
Music Festival in Manitowoc WI along 
with good friends Dennis Krall and Pete 
Honzik.

Dan recently took a trip back to his old 
hometown in mid-July to attend this event 
which has seen top performers Brewer 
and Shipley, Shawn Mullins, Todd Snyder, 
and many more outstanding performers 
over the years. The event is a non-profit 
festival and benefits local charities as well 
as young musician scholarships.

Dan Hildebrand and a couple
of Wisconsin friends.
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BEHIND THE SONGBEHIND THE SONG
I Just Cried My Last Teardrop For You

By Randolph 
Walker
Here is the 
story behind I 
Just Cried My 
Last Teardrop 
For You, the 
latest recording 
by folk-rock 

harmony trio Like The Moon.
While at my mom’s house at 

Christmas 2015, I was playing 
around with a Casio keyboard that 
my brother and I had given her. 
(She said she wanted to re-learn to 
play the piano.)

One of the auto-accompaniment 
patterns on the Casio, a bouncy 
mid-tempo swing, was really 
catchy. It stuck in my head and I 
started to work on how to re-create 
it using real instruments.

Meanwhile, a relationship I 
was in was entering its final sad 
stages and perhaps subconsciously 
I was already looking ahead to the 
breakup of that relationship and 
the hopeful beginnings of a new 
one.

So I wrote the lyrics to I Just 
Cried My Last Teardrop For You, 
which means (1) I’ve cried so many 
tears I have none left and (2) I’m 
done crying, I’m not crying for you 
any more!

Around this time, one of my 
students, Sharon Boone, gave 
me a recording of songs by her 
grandfather, Claude Boone. The 
bridge to one of those songs stuck 
in my mind, and it seemed to 
be part of this other song I was 
writing. I couldn’t come up with 

anything better, so I incorporated 
the music to Claude’s bridge in my 
new song, with Sharon’s approval. 

I produced a video of the new 
song with one of my other students 
singing lead, and finally in 2022 
decided to do a three-part harmony 
version with Like The Moon. 

Lisa Angell sings lead, Marian 
McConnell does high harmony. I 
sing low harmony and play all the 
instruments. 

You can listen to I Just Cried My 
Last Teardrop For You here:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Qp7iMbUrBX4

LiKe THe MOON:
Marian Mcconnell, Randolph Walker, Lisa Angell
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Not your

By Josh Jones
I marvel at 
how much my 
fellow SVSAers 
know about 
both current 
and historic 
popular music. 
I’m not nearly 

that knowledgeable, except maybe 
about progressive rock and a few 
classical composers and works. 

But around 25 years ago, 
I started a surprisingly useful 
collection. Instead of stamps, 
comic books or baseball cards, 
I’ve collected songs I’ve heard 
on TV shows and movies. I‘ve 
downloaded several hundred of 
them. 

Until the mid ’80s I made an 
effort to follow new music genres 
and artists, but over time I got 
lazy. Retirement and my COVID-
fueled TV intake didn’t improve 
the situation. But in the ’80s and 
’90s I got hooked on “The Wonder 
Years” and “Northern Exposure.” 
Both shows had outstanding 
soundtracks with many songs I 
already knew and loved. 

A few years later I found “Due 
South,” a mid-’90s Canadian police 

• Andrea Higgins (“Heartland”)
• Alexandra Patsavas ( “Chuck”)
• Christa Miller (“Scrubs,” also 

a cast regular)
• Madonna Wade-Reed 

(“Smallville”, “Castle)
• Manish Raval and Tom Wolfe 

(“Community”)
• John McCullough (“Northern 

Exposure,” “The Wonder 
Years”)

All good music supervisors 
want, as George Costanza said, “to 
leave on a high note,” so the best 
song is often saved for last. Many 
I’ve collected are closing songs, 
used in the final scene or played 
during the credit roll. They’re 
often softened for scene dialog, but 
there’s always some time where 
the music’s clear, and I have a 
knack for quickly picking music I’ll 
like when I hear it again. 

It’s easy to identify nearly any 
song used on a TV show or movie. 
Here’s generally what I do:

You know the show’s name, but 
you’ll also need the season number 
and episode name or number. 
With few exceptions all streaming 
shows have this information, and 
now that stations have switched to 

dramedy, with great songs and 
artists I’d never heard of. Canadian 
content laws require that “radio 
and TV broadcasters produce 
and/or broadcast 40-50% of their 
content at least partly written, 
produced, presented, or otherwise 
contributed to by persons from 
Canada,” including music.

“Heartland” is another 
outstanding series with really 
good Canadian music and artists 
previously unknown to me.

These are several of my favorite 
sources: 

• “Due South”
• “Northern Exposure”
• “Heartland”
• “Chuck”
• “Scrubs”
• “Castle”
• “Smallville” 
• “Community”

Music supervisors find, place 
and license existing and/or 
contracted songs for shows, and I 
follow them to some extent. I look 
for supervisors whose tastes agree 
with mine so I’m more likely to 
enjoy their picks. I like what these 
folks select.

• Sam Feldman and Ron Proulx 
(“Due South”)

standard
music 

collection

See Collection, page 16
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digital broadcast, any recent model 
TV or DVR has it as well.

No one website has all the song 
information, and it isn’t always 
accurate. That’s all part of the hunt. 
I regularly use both Tunefind and 
IMDB, databases for TV shows 
and movies, to hunt down song 
information. I prefer Tunefind 
because it’s more music-specific 
and:

• Each song has a short audio 
clip so you can compare it to 
what you heard.

• It links to a page with all the 
artist’s placed songs by show, 
season and episode.

• You can use it for reverse 
lookup. Tunefind displays all 
the seasons and episodes for 
any show. If you generally like 
that show’s music you can 
walk through every episode 
one by one and audition the 
song clips to see if any of 
them grabs you.

For Tunefind, search the show 
name, season and episode name 
/ number and add “tunefind”, e.g. 
“scrubs s3 e5 tunefind”. If it’s in 
the database, Tunefind displays 
the song name, artist, and a 
description of the scene where it 
was used. 

With the song name and artist, 
it’s easy to find the lyrics. Search 
“[song] [artist] lyrics”. I often open 
lyrics in a separate tab when I play 
a video because I like to read along. 
I can also copy, paste and save in a 
document to learn later. 

There’s nearly always a 
Youtube video, even for old and 
obscure songs. Just search “[song] 
[artist] youtube”.

I downloaded my earlier songs 

from various sharing sites, but now 
when I want one I buy it. I always 
download a local copy.

Collecting a song leads me to 
browse and learn more about an 
artist or group, related groups 
and styles, etc. Entertaining and 
educational.

Some of my favorite collected 
tunes, at least today. It changes.

Ends of the Earth, Lord Huron, 
Western-cinema pop?. Lyrics. 
(“Community,” s6 e13; “Longmire,” 
s6 e10). This is the series finale 
closing song in two excellent TV 
shows, so it’s the best of the best. 
(Aspen and Alice, I think you’ll like 
this one.) **

Mad World, Gary Jules/
Michael Andrews, alt folk. Lyrics. 
(“Smallville” s2 e11, etc, etc ...). 
This very spare 2001 arrangement 
of a Tears For Fears song was 
recorded for the “Donnie Darko” 
soundtrack. It’s been placed in 
more than two dozen TV shows 
and movies. **

Detectorists (extended 
version), Johnny Flynn, folk. Lyrics. 
(“Detectorists” intro and closing 
themes). A Flynn original that 
sounds hundreds of years old. I 
had to look hard for the extended 
version with a nice instrumental 
added to the end. Outstanding 

show, too.

Furr, Blitzen Trapper, folk. 
Lyrics. (“Chuck,” s2 e10). Serious 
foot tapping. **

Radio, Chuck Brodsky, folk. 
Lyrics. (“Radio”, 2003 movie). One 
reviewer said. “If Mark Twain were 
reincarnated as a musician, his 
name might be Chuck Brodsky.” I’d 
add Norman Rockwell. Cream of 
the story songwriter crop.

Sing You Home, The Ennis 
Sisters, folk. Lyrics. (“Heartland,” 
s10 e4). Marvelous harmonies, 
moving and emotional song 
commemorating the Canadian 
soldiers who died in the WW1 
Battle of the Sonne. 

Sparkle, Rubyhorse, power pop. 
Lyrics. (“Smallville,” s1 e17). An 
upbeat tune by a little-known band 
from Cork, Ireland.

** Exceptional video.

PS: Off topic, but I must add 
that composer Andrew Sharpe 
wrote an outstanding score for the 
first-rate movie “The Electrical 
Life Of Louis Wain” on Prime. 
Benedict Cumberbatch turns in 
one of the best performances of 
his career. Sharpe combines a 
traditional symphonic score with 
melodies often played by, among 
other unexpected instruments, a 
Theremin and a musical saw. Check 
out “Electricity” at 1:17 where the 
saw come in. (Use good phones or 
buds.)
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The SVSA Music News functions for members 
in many ways. One of the most overlooked 
is the free classifieds section.

There are two restrictions: One is that all 
classifieds must be music-related; the other 
is that classified ads may be submitted by 
paid members only. And that’s it!

Remember: An ad is much more successful 
when accompanied by a clear photo and 
a complete and detailed description. The 
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell 
number. The SVSA Music News will not 
forward ad enquiries.

Take advantage of this free service now. 
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by 
the person who submits the ad.

Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com. 

SVSA For Sale
SVSA member Greg Trafidlo is selling a 2001 

Martin HD-28 acoustic guitar in pristine condition.
Greg calls the guitar “a bluegrasser’s dream” and 

says it’s one of the best sounding guitars he’s ever 
played.

The price is $2,200.
For more information contact Greg AFTER JULY 

FIRST at (540) 384-7770 or (also after July 1) at 
kirasongs@aol.com
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SVSAer Aspen Black is shown 
teaching her beginning ukulele
workshop in Culpeper VA.
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by Bob Schmucker
We’ve filled the vacancy for 

booking agent when Josh Jones 
officially hangs up his spurs later 
this year.

Ron Goad will be joining the 
team as Senior Wizard / Booking 
Agent and will be responsible for 
booking feature performers.

Ron lives in northern 
Virginia and comes with years of experience in the 
music industry, booking and promoting shows in 
northern Virginia and around the country. He has many 
professional connections, including a guy by the name 
of Greg Trafidlo.

Ron and Josh are working on the transition, and we 
think it will be seamless. Both will be using the booking.
thirdstreet@gmail address. 

Mike Franke will be booking opening performers 
and that’s a great fit because of his extensive 
knowledge of the local players scene.

Opening at 3rd Street, while not a paid slot, is an 
excellent way to show off new songs 
and support touring artists who may not 
have a local following. For those of us 
who prefer shorter sets, it’s a nice way 
to get some stage time without having to 
practice an hour’s worth of songs.

We also LiveStream openers along 
with the feature performers, so your 
family on the other side of the country 
can tune in and enjoy your tunes.

We’re hoping to feature more of 
our local performers in 2023 as high 
gas prices and COVID have affected 
many touring performers this year. We 
very much appreciate those who have 
willingly jumped at the last minute to 

NEWS & NOTES FROM

3RD STREET 
COFFEEHOUSE

help us plug holes in our schedule when people must 
drop out unexpectedly.

We are currently operating with about half of the 
volunteers that we had prior to COVID, and it would be 
great to get some new faces behind the counter. If you 
have steady hands, can make change and conversation 
with our guests, you are likely qualified to join the team! 
Contact Bob at manager.thirdstreet@gmail.com. 

There’s nothing to report on the proposed sale of 
the property to investors. Like most commercial real 
estate deals, it is moving at a snail’s pace with lots of 
opportunities to be further delayed, modified, or even 
scrapped. It does appear that no matter which way it 
goes, 3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue to exist in its 
current space.

We’re discussing re-opening our open mic sessions 
in the fall or whenever we get past this current COVID 
way. We want to be sure we do things safely and 
promote both upcoming and established artists.

If you have ideas that you’d like us to consider, pass 
them along to Bob at manager.thirdstreet@gmail.
com. 

Personnel changes, rebooting on tap
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Would you “like”
to help the SVSA

get more followers
on Facebook?

That’s all we need you to do. Just 
go to our Facebook page and “like” us. 
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s 
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s 
page for shares, postings, and a greater 
all-around presence.

Of  course, 
we’d also 
appreciate your 
input. You can 
share things 
to our page, 
comment on 
posts, memes, 
and images, 

and generally help make our page become 
more active and seen by more Facebook 
users.

As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just 
pop the following URL into your Google (or 
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook 
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like” 
it if  you’d help us out! Thanks!

https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association

Help SVSA sustain
Jefferson Center
Music Lab

by Mollye Otis
SVSA is a sponsor of The Music Lab, a progressive 

music and production program at the Jefferson Center 
in Roanoke VA. We are making an annual contribution 
of $300 to the tuition fund that is distributed to 
worthy students from the greater Roanoke area who 
show talent and promise.

The Music Lab presents an extraordinary 
opportunity to about 30 students each year, offering 
state-of-the-art production studios, music lessons, and 
learning alongside professional guest artists.

Mickey Nelson, a longtime SVSA member, astute 
songwriter, and frequent performer saw the value 
in supporting the next generation of writers and co-
founded The Music Lab. The SVSA created The Mickey 
Nelson Songwriter of the Year Award in his honor 
as an incentive to the Music Lab students, a way of 
“earning” our investment.

Jordan Harman, the Education and Outreach 
Coordinator for the program will guide and advise 
the students who will create and submit their work to 
an SVSA committee for adjudication at the end of the 
Spring Semester.

A plaque featuring Mickey Nelson is now 
prominently displayed in the Music Lab Production 
Room. Another plaque that will displayed will show 
the names of the winner of The Mickey Nelson 
Songwriter of the Year Award each year. Then, also 
yearly, a public presentation will recognize the winner 
and SVSA’s part in this program.

Please consider donating $5 on behalf of 
the Mickey Nelson Award to help support our 
commitment.

There are two ways to pay, either by clicking the 
tab on the pull-down menu within the dues-paying 
page of the SVSA website or by sending a PayPal 
payment to SVSAFunds@gmail.com. You may also 
mail a check to PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011.

We value songwriting as we value our 
organization and its members — and we hope you 
might make a small donation to help sustain this 
important outreach. 
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down 
due to coronavirus concerns. However, it seems that good news 
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking 
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to re-
open. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive Local & 
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday night 
shows on Facebook via live streaming
Friday night live performances have resumed at 7:30 p.m. and the 3rd 
Street Facebook livestream continues concurrently. There’s still no cover 
charge for the live shows and FB viewers may watch for free as well. 
Please check the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest 
info, updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic pretty much 
shut down live-in-person performances, there 
has been a dearth of listings in this section for 
over a year. However, now that opportunities 

are once again arising for SVSA members to 
perform, this newsletter will once again be 
happy to list upcoming gigs for SVSA members. 
Listing is free and encouraged!

www.svsasongs.com
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
eyeS on the water — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a Different Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

the crawLSPace taPeS — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carveD in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S Done iS Done — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLver — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing the moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimeStore Detective — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
Songwriter SeSSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLeS from the fire Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLeS from the roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

eaStern weStern cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSegirL Poet — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ the weSt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my Life — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLe — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“I don’t like to explain my own 
songs because maybe the song will 
say something to you that wasn’t 
my intention. Once the song comes 
out of me, it’s yours. I don’t want 
my explanation to get in your way.”

~  Willie Nelson
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Bill Stanton 
eLectric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for veteranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans
& patriots

www.svsasongs.com

eyes on the horizon kaleidoscope touch the sky

Barbara Martin
eyeS on the horiZon — Jazz and all 
originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck 
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on 
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on 
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and 
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

kaLeiDoScoPe — Barbara’s jazziest CD. All 
original songs, with co-writes with Joel Evans, 
Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic blues 
and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac Walter.

SVSA DUES ARE DUE
Pay $35 on-line on our web site
or mail a check / money order to

PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011 
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to amosflame@
aol.com by the second Tuesday of the month. 
Announcements from members will be e-mailed to 
members as soon as they are received and, if still 
timely, published in an upcoming issue of the SVSA 
Music News. Announcements from non-members will 
be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’ Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com.

SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2022 SVSA Board Members:
mike Pearrell – President
mike franke – Vice President
celie holmes – Treasurer
Mollye Otis – Secretary
David Simpkins – At-Large Board 

Member and Newsletter Editor
Larry helms – At-Large Board Member

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011

www.svsasongs.com
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WHO WE ARE

The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 
(SVSA), founded in 1981, comprises approximately 40 
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who 
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing 
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen 
to fellow writers’ songs, and share feedback with one 
another in a supportive, encouraging, and engaging 
process.

The SVSA also offers workshops, social events, and 
performance opportunities for its members, along with 
a newsletter, web site, and a Facebook page that focus 
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to 
Roanoke and the region. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant 
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of 
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to 
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues, 
you can submit songs and contribute to the feedback 
sessions, plus participate in all our activities.

The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers 
growing and reaching their potential because of the 
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this 
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com 

A BIT ABOUT OUR ASSOCIATION

We have among us people who range from seasoned 
professional and semi-professional performers to those 
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our 
members have many albums to their credit, while some 
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.  

Several members have sold songs to famous artists 
or have film and TV placements. Some play multiple 
instruments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard 
but there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the 
mix. Some are singers, some non-singers, some with 
extensive music education, many with credits in the 
school of life experience who play by ear. There are 
writers who focus more on melody and harmony, and 
others who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are 
skilled producers/arrangers with a depth of technical 
know-how. 

Our membership includes people of all ages 
representing a broad range of musical influences 
including folk, Americana, blues, gospel, rock, 

jazz, zydeco, pop, 
contemporary, country, 
bluegrass, Celtic, and 
theatre/cabaret. With 
this mix of diverse 
styles, interests, and 
skills, we share a rich 
knowledge base and 
learn through the 
exchange of expertise 
from multiple perspectives.

OUR METHOD

Unless otherwise indicated, The SVSA meets in the 
L.L. Rice Room at the Jefferson Center in Roanoke 
VA every fourth Wednesday of the month (with holiday 
exceptions). The doors open at 7:00 p.m. for meet, 
greet, and catch-up time. At 7:30, we may have 
business to discuss, then perhaps a brief period of 
activities such as writing exercises, mini-workshop 
presentations, videos, or other creative activities. 
Songs are then presented for listening and feedback 
sessions. On any given night, we discuss the songs in a 
robust, healthy exchange of comments and ideas. The 
meeting ends when all the songs have been presented 
or we close at 10:00 p.m. 

Members and guests are required to submit their Covid 
vaccine record at check in, or, alternatively, email a 
photo of your card to: mollyeotis@gmail.com 

Members may receive written feedback from other 
members in addition to the verbal feedback at live or 
virtual sessions.

Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and 
supportive of one another and respectful of the work. 
Our experience has been that our songs invariably 
improve after going through the feedback process. 

If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group 
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are 
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should 
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a 
member, you may submit songs for consideration in our 
feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate in 
events and benefits of membership. 

THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION


