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An essay: The Ballad
as a musical exercise

See Feature Article, page 2

by Dick Raymond
I must confess, at the outset that 

I am neither a music historian nor 
one well-versed in the technicalities 
of songwriting. I play only one 
instrument, and that rather clumsily. 
What songs I have done, over the 
years, may be characterized as those 
amenable to strumming on my 
ukulele.

Yet I have an ear for tune, and 
a long list of formal poems, some 
of which are readily adapted to a 
singable melody. Those who have 
heard a few may well wonder how 
I managed to insert myself into 
such a group of highly-skilled and 
professional-class songwriters. 

With undue modesty, I maintain 

that to offer such commentary as this 
brief essay is intended to a) afford a 
moment of sly humor to those who 
could really do with a chuckle after a 
hard day at work, and, b) open minds 
to the possibilities of doing more 
with original songs than merely 
thumping out some overstretched 
melodies and lyrics.

One of the basics is the Ballad, a 
form whose roots reach far back into 
the distant past.

I am well aware that the term, 
as currently used, has evolved much 
beyond its original shape. If one 
wishes to probe deeply into that 
time, he’d find that a great number 
of the so-called popular ballads have 
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The next meeting of the SVSA will be held 
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24 in the LL Rice Room at 
the Jefferson Center in Roanoke VA.

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting begins 
at 7:30 and will last until the last song critique is 
finished, or 10:00 p.m., whichever comes first.

Members may submit one song for critique (on 
CD, phone, computer, or you can perform it live) 
and should provide at least 25 copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited to members only but non-
members and guests are encouraged to sit in on 
the discussions and exercises.
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been imported from the British 
Isles, many of which were adapted 
with American names and 
titles. There are very likely few 
songwriters who can’t hum a few 
verses of Barbara Allen:

T’was in and about the 
Martinmas time,

When the green leaves were 
a-fallin’,

That young John Graeme
of the west country

Fell in love with Barbara Allen

So many of the old ballads 
concern tears and tragedy. One of 
the most familiar, The Knoxville 
Girl, evidently had its origin in a 
British broadsheet, The Oxford 
Girl. One verse reads:

He picked a stick up off the 
ground

And knocked that poor girl 
down

Why? No explanation, save 
the obvious one; she was carrying 
an inconvenient child. 

Of other categories, a good 
many are related to occupations. 

We may find those of cowboys, 
railroaders, lumbermen, and sailors. 
Who has not heard the wail of 

Bury me not on the lone prairie
Where the coyotes howl

so mournfully

without a shiver of dread. And Casey 
Jones:

Mounted to the cabin with his 
orders in his hand

Going to take a trip into the 
Promised Land

Lumbermen? There’s a whole 
bookful of their shantyboy songs, 
how about The Jam At Gerry’s Rock, 
with its tragic refrain of

And there we found the body
of the foreman, young Monroe

Oh yes, fellow-deckhands, tail onto 
that line and heave, heave, heave all 
together, to the sea-chantey Blow the 
Man Down.

A special niche is reserved 
for songs of servicemen. There’s 
something about the spice of 
danger or the stultifying boredom 
of barracks routine that gives rise to 

such classics as Bless ’Em All and 
Dogface Soldier, this last being a 
genuine creation of members of 
the 3rd Infantry Division, Audie 
Murphy’s famed outfit.

I’m just a dogface soldier
with a rifle on his shoulder
that I tote from Casablanca

to Bombay
So feed me ammunition,

keep me in the 3rd Division 
I’m a dogface soldier,

U-S-A!

Finally, one must not leave 
the subject without a look at the 
changes professional tunesmiths 
have wrought in the craft of love 
ballads.

To lift a few lines from the 
on-line discussion — which I trust 
will not result in hauling me into 
court for plagiarism — here’s what 
Wikipedia says of it:
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All which leads to the current 
aspect of the ballad, as epitomized 
by countless love lyrics. Take, for 
example, My Funny Valentine, a 
classic from the pages of Rodgers and 
Hart:

My funny valentine
Sweet comic valentine
You make me smile with my

heart
Your looks are laughable

Unphotographable
Yet you’re my fav’rite work

of art …

Not at all in the pattern of reg-
ular verse/refrain. Yet it too is 
counted as a ballad by a pair of im-
mortals. If they could do it, so
might you and I.

Then, friends, I hope this little 
essay may stimulate your cerebral 
cortex into composing many fine 
ballads, to enthrall your listeners,
and enrich your bank accounts.
As I’m still waiting for my clever 
lyrics to do the same for mine.

Sentimental ballads, 
sometimes called “tear-
jerkers” or “drawing-room 
ballads” owing to their 
popularity with the middle 
classes, had their origins 
in the early “Tin Pan Alley” 
music industry of the later 
19th century. They were 
generally sentimental, 
narrative, strophic songs 
published separately or as 
part of an opera (descendants 
perhaps of broadside ballads, 
but with printed music, and 
usually newly composed). 
Such songs include Little 
Rosewood Casket (1870), 
After the Ball (1892) and 
Danny Boy. The association 
with sentimentality led to the 
term “ballad” being used for 
slow love songs from the 
1950s onwards. Modern 
variations include “jazz 
ballads,” “pop ballads,” “rock 
ballads,” “R&B ballads,” and 
“power ballads.”
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SVSA President Mike Pearrell
and his wife Linda with
Budapest in the background.

This wonderful world is older 
and bigger than we imagine

by Mike Pearrell
I’m not sure what this 

has to do with songwriting — 
maybe nothing, but I think that 
experiences we have make their 

way into our songwriting in one 
way or another.

I’ve never been one for much 
long-distance travelling. Other than 
a trip to Tulsa back in my Jaycee 
days, I’ve mostly gone 
to the beach — Ocean 
City or the Outer 
Banks — maybe to a 
lake or two. This year 
has been different. 

In May, Linda and 
I Viking cruised the 
Danube (along with 
a three-day stay in 
Prague), my first trip outside the 
U.S. except for a one-day business 
trip to Montreal many years ago. 
Then this summer we took a five 
plus week road trip out West, 
mostly concentrating on National 
Parks.

I was struck by how beautiful 
and exciting the world can be. I was 
so used to seeing and hearing bad 
news on TV, the newspapers, and 

MiKe PeARRell

Facebook (excuse me Meta), that I 
didn’t look around me far enough. 

The age and artisanship of 
European art, shops, castles, and 
cathedrals (ignoring the concrete 
block travesties of the Communist 
years) were stunning. I saw a 
processional cross that was over 
1,000 years old. The striking 
beauty of sailing into Budapest at 
night must be seen to be believed. 

Here at home, we 
think 100 years is 
old. Not so fast.

Out West I 
hadn’t realized 
before about 
how expansive 
everything is 
— how tall the 
mountains are, 

how big Lake Superior is, how 
crazy and rugged the Badlands 
are, how spectacular the Going to 
the Sun Road in Glacier National 
Park is or how odd Devils Tower is 
pushing up from the plains. I can’t 
remember if it was North Dakota 
or Montana when I felt a twinge 
of agoraphobia with the road 
stretching forward so far and the 

“I don’t know if I’ll 
get any specific 
songs from what 
I saw. I do hope 
that what I retain 
is a reminder of 
the wonder of the 
world.”

See Bigger, page 5

President’s 
Message
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big blue sky all around us.
I don’t know if I’ll get any 

specific songs from what I saw. 
I do hope that what I retain 
is a reminder of the wonder 
of the world. It is older than 
yesterday and so much 
bigger than my small room. I 
shouldn’t be afraid to explore 
it when I write.

It’s time for the August SVSA 
membership meeting. The meeting 
will once again be live in person 
at the Jefferson Center’s LL Rice 
Room on Wednesday, August 24 at 
7:30 p.m. Doors will open at 7 p.m.

We’ll have an installment 
of the on-going series, “How I 
Write Songs,” presented by Greg 
Trafidlo, and then the standard 
sharing of new songs. Come 
ready to participate and present 
your new song. If you can’t make 
the live meeting, you can still 
submit your song to svsasongs@
googlegroups.com and members 
will send feedback to you.

Meeting Wednesday 
night August 24

T-shirts available!
There are a few extra t-shirts

available for purchase ($20) in
various sizes. We will have them
available at our August 24th meet-
ing. First snagged, first bagged. Or
something like that.

Also, a few members’ shirts are as
yet unclaimed and those will also be
available to pick up at our Wednes-
day meeting. Your names are on
them. Come and get ‘em! And
please check off your name on
the order sheet.
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A small but enthusiastic group of SVSA members met for last month’s July meeting. The
meeting, held at Larry and Judy Helms’s place on Smyth Mountain Lake, was certainly
different from the regular indoor version at the Jefferson Center. After an early rain, it
turned out to be a beautiful evening on the “party deck.” Left to right, is Larry Helms,
Mollye Otis, Dan Hildebrand, and Steve Clark.

Dan Hildebrand was at
the Vinton Historical
Society on August 6.

Larry Sakayama and Kathy
Acosta were at the Floyd
Country Store on July 11 with
several other SVSA members.



7  |  SVSA MUSIC NEWS  |  AUGUST 2022

Back in March, SVSA member Bob Schmucker found
a fine way to combine his use of the Pelatron with
watching a video of the Panini Brothers (featuring
SVSA members Larry Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi).

A number of SVSA 
members, including Greg 
Trafidlo, attended the 
Backroads Blues Festival 
held August 20 in Roanoke 
VA’s Elmwood Park. Blues 
legend Buddy Guy (shown 
at left) was the headliner 
with openers Kenny Wayne 
Shepherd and 20-year-old 
Grammy winner Kingfish. 
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Craft was mentor, friend to SVSA’s Trafidlo
by Greg Trafidlo

While scrounging around 
in my photograph files, I came 
across these two pictures of my 

friend and publisher, Paul Craft. 
They were taken at his 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse performance and at 
his songwriting workshop at the 
Mill Mountain Theater where SVSA 

met for a short time.
After college at the University 

of Virginia, Craft played for and 
recorded with Bluegrass legend 

Jimmie Martin. He 
moved to Nashville in 
1976. By the end of his 
first year there, he had 
an unheard of 32 songs 
cut.

His songs were 
recorded by the best in 
the business: Keep Me 
From Blowing Away by 
The Seldom Scene and 
also by Linda Ronstadt 
on her album ‘Heart 
Like a Wheel;’ Dropkick 
Me, Jesus was a No. 17 
country hit for Bobby 
Bare; Mark Chesnutt’s 
single Brother Jukebox; 
Midnight Flyer by The 
Eagles; and the novelty 

song It’s Me Again, Margaret by 
Ray Stevens and Paul himself.

Craft also had cuts by Moe 
Bandy, T. Graham Brown, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Willie Nelson, Trisha 

Yearwood, and others. 
Beside all that success 
he was the original 
publisher of The 
Gambler made famous 
by Kenny Rogers.

Paul was a unique, 
brilliant (MENSA), 

and well respected fixture of the 
Nashville scene. Through Paul, for 
20 years, I learned more about 
songwriting and the ins and outs 
of the music business.

I’m proud to say he was my 
friend, mentor, and co-writer (Once 
There Was An Us). I was there the 
night he was inducted into the 
Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame 
on October 5, 2014 — but that’s 
another story.

Paul died on October 18, 2014, 
at the age of 76. The following 
February, Britt Mistele and I 
performed at his standing-room-
only memorial at Nashville’s 
Station Inn.

 Nashville and the country 
music world won’t ever see, or 
hear, another one like him.

Top left: Paul Craft 
conducts a workshop at 
Mill Mountain Theater in 
Roanoke VA.
Bottom left: Paul Craft 
performs at 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA

Bottom right: Stuart 
Duncan, Britt Mistele, Kathy 
Chiavola, and Greg Trafidlo 
perform at the Station Inn 
in Nashville at the Paul 
Craft Memorial concert.
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e D i T O R ’ S  N O T e
Larry Sakayama, former SVSA president and 
current member, got in touch with Kent Sallaz, 
his Sweetwater representative, and obtained 
approval from the on-line music retailer’s 
marketing department to reprint articles from their 
SweetNotes newsletter. These informative articles 
are an occasional feature here in the SVSA Music 
News newsletter.

Notes

Why you should learn another instrument
by Jacob 
Dupre
Do you play 
one instrument 
but have always 
wanted to learn 
another? You 
should start 
yesterday! 
There are 

countless advantages to learning 
multiple instruments, and doing 
so can only make you a better 
musician. And no, you don’t need 
to be a virtuoso. Here are a few 
reasons why I think you should pick 
up a new instrument.

IT WIll MAKe YOu
A BETTER ARRAngER

If you’re a songwriter or 
composer, then you’ll probably want 
to produce demos of your songs. 
You may be placed in a producer 
role in a recording session and 
need to communicate your ideas 
to various instrumentalists. This 
could present challenges for you. 
For example, a vocalist might find 
it hard to tell a drummer or pianist 
what they want them to play in 
a way they can translate to their 
instrument. But if the vocalist has 
some experience on one or both 
of these instruments, even at a 
beginner level, they can be more 
effective at communicating their 
ideas and save time in the studio.

BeeF up YOuR ChOpS
AnD MuSICAlITY

Playing an instrument 
involves some form of strength, 
coordination, and dexterity in 

your limbs and their extremities. 
Learning the physical requirements 
of other instruments will only 
improve your skills on your main 
instrument. For example, I find 
that working on simple grooves on 
drums and bass strengthens my 
time feel on my main instrument, 
the piano. Furthermore, having 
played these instruments myself 
allows me to play more intelligently 
and musically in a group, ie, really 
listening across the band to every 
instrument, knowing what they are 
playing. and locking in with their 
part.

plAY On YOuR ReCORDIngS
If you can play 

a few instruments 
and get good enough 
at them, then you 
may not need other 
players to produce 
demos of your music. 
In recent years, I’ve 
worked to improve 
my electric bass 

playing. I’m not a virtuoso, nor do I 
have the world’s best technique, but 
when I want a real bass rather than 
a sequenced one on my track, I can 
lay it down myself. This saves time 
and gives me more creative control 
over my projects.

The MOST IMpORTAnT 
InSTRuMenT TO leARn IS...

Look, I know I’m a keyboardist, 
but still, if you decide to start only 
one new instrument and you don’t 
already play it, I highly recommend 
the keyboard.

Even having a handful of 
simple skills on the piano can pay 

See Sweetwater, page 10
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dividends for any musician. 
The piano helps build a solid 
foundation in the essential 
elements of music, especially 
those related to harmony.

When you get a good 
understanding of the basics, 
such as intervals, chords, and 
chord progressions, you can 
easily apply those concepts to 
other melodic instruments, such 
as guitar and bass

 If you put in enough time, 
then you can gain the ability to 
do such things as accompany 
yourself while singing, 
accompany another vocalist, 
record into a DAW using MIDI 
keyboards/controllers, use the 
keyboard to teach your song or 
arrangement to your band, and 
more.

Also keep in mind that many 
composers — I would argue the 
vast majority of them — write 
from the keyboard. This is due 
to its portability, large range, 
and ability to be a sandbox for 
exploring new ideas.

My opinion may be biased, 
but it’s still true — the more 
piano you learn, the better.

plAY lIKe A ChIlD
I grew up in a very musical 

family. My house and my mom’s 
childhood home were always 
filled with loads of different 
instruments, which made the 
temptation to pick something up 
and start a jam hard to ignore.

I tried many different 
instruments but eventually 
started formal lessons on piano 
and trumpet. Now, as many 
musicians discover, getting 
serious about one instrument 

can sometimes take the fun out of it.
Luckily, that never happened 

for me. Why? I think it’s because my 
environment always presented the 
opportunity to pick up something 
and start making noise with it, not 
with some other agenda, but just to 
play, as a child would do with a new 
toy.

When I’m in a rut on my main 
instrument or anything musical, 

I find that rediscovering this 
kind of play can get the wheels of 
inspiration spinning again.

An ESCAPE
More about me (sorry). I 

mentioned that I was very young 
when I started trumpet and piano 
lessons. I actually started them at 
about the same time, studying piano 
with my mom and grandmother, 
and trumpet with my grandfather. 
For the next several years, I roughly 
split my time between the two.

But when I got to middle 
school, I got braces, which made 
the trumpet significantly more 
frustrating. It wasn’t enough 
to make me quit completely 
because I truly loved it, but I did 
get more serious about the piano 
and considered learning other 
instruments as well.

My mother and her parents, all 
music educators, certainly made 
this easier to navigate. So, I asked 
my grandfather, “Will you teach 

me the drums?” Naturally, he 
agreed. So, for a whole summer, 
I’d ask for a lesson here, a quick 
tip there, and I’d play for hours, 
practicing what he taught me, 
making up my own rhythms, 
playing along with my favorite TV 
shows, and through it all, having 
an absolute blast.

I now realize that summer 
was an escape for me, but rather 
than taking me outside my 
musical journey, it built upon it.

My foray with drums led to 
electric bass and even a short 
stint with the French horn. By the 
time I was in high school, I was 
good enough to play gigs with the 
family band and switch among 
piano, trumpet, bass, drums, and 
vocals. While piano became my 
profession, I’m happy to say I still 
play all these instruments today.

When I need a break from the 
piano, I might pick up a bass. If 
I need to get away, I might head 
over to the Sweetwater Music 
Store and bang on some drums.

It keeps me smart. It keeps 
me healthy. It keeps me happy. It 
keeps me inspired. It makes me 
remember not just why I love 
music, but why I love playing it. 
The same can be true for you.

ClOSIng ThOughTS
If music can be anything, it 

is surely an endlessly beautiful 
escape and a world all its own. As 
the poet Berthold Auerbach said, 
“Music washes away from the 
soul the dust of everyday life.”

So, I encourage you to aim 
high and be serious about your 
craft, but if you ever feel you’ve 
lost your way, wash away that 
dust and just play.

There are countless 
advantages to learning 

multiple instruments, and 
doing so can only make 
you a better musician.
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SVSA members Josh and Julie 
Kinn (as Kinnfolk) have just 
released their second CD. 
See their website at www.
kinnfolkmusic.com for more info.
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Greg Trafidlo and his 
wife Judy Larson saw 
legendary singer/
songwriter Graham 
Nash at the Majestic 
Theater in Gettysburg 
PA on August 7. With 
Nash was Shayne 
Fontaine (guitars) and 
Todd Caldwell (B-3 and 
keyboards). Nash is a 
founding member of 
both the Hollies and 
Crosby, Stills & Nash.

Next monthly meeting
is LIVE and IN-PERSON

Wed Aug 24
7:00 p.m. in the LL Rice Room

at the Jefferson Center, Roanoke VA
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SVSA member Egan 
Green puts his heart 
and soul into it at 
last month’s SVSA 
Songwriter Showcase at 
3rd Street Coffeehouse 
in Roanoke VA. (Photo by 
Mollye Otis.)
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The SVSA Music News functions for members 
in many ways. One of the most overlooked 
is the free classifieds section.

There are two restrictions: One is that all 
classifieds must be music-related; the other 
is that classified ads may be submitted by 
paid members only. And that’s it!

Remember: An ad is much more successful 
when accompanied by a clear photo and 
a complete and detailed description. The 
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell 
number. The SVSA Music News will not 
forward ad enquiries.

Take advantage of this free service now. 
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by 
the person who submits the ad.

Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com. 

SVSA For Sale
SVSA member Britt Mistele is selling an Emerald 

X30 carbon fiber six-string guitar. Candy-stripe paduk 
top. It has an LR Baggs Anthem pick-up system and 
plays like a dream. no worries with heat or humidity. 
Comes with a hiscox hard-shell case. Mint condition. 
$3000.00. Contact Britt at 276-728-6529.

3rd Street Coffeehouse is selling a brand-new-
in-box (never opened) Insignia™ 55” Class F50 Series 
QleD 4K uhD Smart Fire TV. Comes with Amazon 
Fire. It sells at Best Buy for $339.99 plus tax but you 
can get it for $300 obo. Call SVSA board member 
Bob Schmucker at 540-521-4507.
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by Bob Schmucker
3rd Street Coffeehouse 

continues to prepare and plan 
for a big fall season of music and 
programs, starting with some 
major upgrades to the sound 
system.

We were gifted an AuDIOpRO 
1212 powered mixer by David 
Lynch of guitars For Vets. The 

12-channel, 600-watt unit is a definite step up in class 
and sound for the coffeehouse.

Veteran SVSAer, songwriter, sound expert, and 
engineer deluxe Josh Jones installed it in our system. 
As a part of the setup process, Josh eQd the room to 
ensure optimum sound. If you’ve never watched an 
engineer eQ a room, it takes a special mic and some 
very powerful software. It doesn’t hurt to have about 
40 years of experience as a hardware design and test 
engineer, which Josh has. he sure knows his stuff.

In addition to the sound upgrades, the volunteer 
team is performing a “deep cleaning” of the space to 
make sure it really sparkles for the fall season. We take 
a lot of pride in keeping our space in tip-top condition 
for our performers, guests, 
and staff. We also installed 
a plexiglass panel at the 
counter. In this brave new 
world of strange diseases, we 
want to keep everyone safe.

Our adventures atop Mill 
Mountain for our first, third, 
and fifth Thursday song circles 
have continued throughout 
the summer despite all the 
rain and occasional tall grass. 
There’s nothing like sharing 
songs together overlooking 

NEWS & NOTES FROM

3RD STREET 
COFFEEHOUSE

the whole Roanoke Valley while the sun goes down — 
especially when its about 10º cooler than the city on 
warm nights. We kick off around 7:00 p.m. and play to 
after dark. If you want to join us either as a performer 
or a music lover, just bring a camp chair, a beverage if 
you like, and a song in your heart. As we get into fall, a 
flashlight is useful after dark.

Our September schedule for Friday night shows 
is super strong. Starting out September 2, we have 
Shawn Byrne returning. Shawn is very much a house 
favorite and comes to us from nashville, where he is a 
singer-songwriter-producer and budding television star 
(coming this fall). SVSAer Mike DeGiorgi will open.

On September 9, Kat Mills returns to our stage for 
the first time since pre-COVID days. Kat Mills has to be 
the one of the purest voices I’ve ever heard, and she is 
just magic in front of an audience — a total joy to watch 
and listen to. SVSAer Mike Pearrell opens. 

On September 16, Ash Devine returns. Ash has 
been on our stage several times and never fails to 
impress with her solid songwriting and flawless playing. 
like Kat, she really knows how to connect with the 
audience. SVSAer Bob Schmucker opens.

On September 23, our old buddy Wayne Willingham 
returns from Fort Worth TX. 
get ready for some great 
Texas-style acoustic folk. 
SVSAer Dan Hildebrand and 
Adonna Lemon open.

Closing out the month 
on September 29, nashville’s 
Sara Trunzo takes the stage. 
This will be her first time 
in Roanoke, but she did 
liveStream for us early on in 
COVID and I really liked her 
stuff. SVSAer Mike Franke 
opens.

September sees 3rd Street back in the saddle

Josh Jones
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Would you “like”
to help the SVSA

get more followers
on Facebook?

That’s all we need you to do. Just 
go to our Facebook page and “like” us. 
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s 
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s 
page for shares, postings, and a greater 
all-around presence.

Of  course, 
we’d also 
appreciate your 
input. You can 
share things 
to our page, 
comment on 
posts, memes, 
and images, 

and generally help make our page become 
more active and seen by more Facebook 
users.

As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just 
pop the following URL into your Google (or 
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook 
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like” 
it if  you’d help us out! Thanks!

https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association

Help SVSA sustain
Jefferson Center
Music Lab

by Mollye Otis
SVSA is a sponsor of The Music Lab, a progressive 

music and production program at the Jefferson Center 
in Roanoke VA. We are making an annual contribution 
of $300 to the tuition fund that is distributed to 
worthy students from the greater Roanoke area who 
show talent and promise.

The Music Lab presents an extraordinary 
opportunity to about 30 students each year, offering 
state-of-the-art production studios, music lessons, and 
learning alongside professional guest artists.

Mickey Nelson, a longtime SVSA member, astute 
songwriter, and frequent performer saw the value 
in supporting the next generation of writers and co-
founded The Music Lab. The SVSA created The Mickey 
Nelson Songwriter of the Year Award in his honor 
as an incentive to the Music Lab students, a way of 
“earning” our investment.

Jordan Harman, the Education and Outreach 
Coordinator for the program will guide and advise 
the students who will create and submit their work to 
an SVSA committee for adjudication at the end of the 
Spring Semester.

A plaque featuring Mickey Nelson is now 
prominently displayed in the Music Lab Production 
Room. Another plaque that will displayed will show 
the names of the winner of The Mickey Nelson 
Songwriter of the Year Award each year. Then, also 
yearly, a public presentation will recognize the winner 
and SVSA’s part in this program.

Please consider donating $5 on behalf of 
the Mickey Nelson Award to help support our 
commitment.

There are two ways to pay, either by clicking the 
tab on the pull-down menu within the dues-paying 
page of the SVSA website or by sending a PayPal 
payment to SVSAFunds@gmail.com. You may also 
mail a check to PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011.

We value songwriting as we value our 
organization and its members — and we hope you 
might make a small donation to help sustain this 
important outreach. 
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down 
due to coronavirus concerns. however, it seems that good news 
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking 
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to re-
open. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive local & 
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!

3rd Street Coffeehouse will continue its Friday night 
shows on Facebook via live streaming
Friday night live performances have resumed at 7:30 p.m. and the 3rd 
Street Facebook livestream continues concurrently. There’s still no cover 
charge for the live shows and FB viewers may watch for free as well. 
Please check the 3rd Street Coffeehouse Facebook page for the latest 
info, updates, schedule changes, and performer announcements.

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs
Since the Coronavirus pandemic pretty much 
shut down live-in-person performances, there 
has been a dearth of listings in this section for 
over a year. However, now that opportunities 

are once again arising for SVSA members to 
perform, this newsletter will once again be 
happy to list upcoming gigs for SVSA members. 
Listing is free and encouraged!

www.svsasongs.com

The ceiling at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA.
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
eyeS on the water — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a Different Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

the crawLSPace taPeS — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carveD in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S Done iS Done — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLver — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing the moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimeStore Detective — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
Songwriter SeSSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLeS from the fire Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLeS from the roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

eaStern weStern cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSegirL Poet — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ the weSt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my Life — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLe — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“If you forget the words 
to your own song, you can 
always claim artistic license. 
Forget the words to the 

national anthem and you’re 
screwed.”

~  Lyle Lovett
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Bill Stanton 
eLectric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for veteranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans
& patriots

www.svsasongs.com

eyes on the horizon kaleidoscope touch the sky

Barbara Martin
eyeS on the horiZon — Jazz and all 
originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck 
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on 
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on 
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and 
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

kaLeiDoScoPe — Barbara’s jazziest CD. All 
original songs, with co-writes with Joel Evans, 
Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic blues 
and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac Walter.

SVSA DUES ARE DUE
Pay $35 on-line on our web site
or mail a check / money order to

PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011 
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to amosflame@
aol.com by the second Tuesday of the month. 
Announcements from members will be e-mailed to 
members as soon as they are received and, if still 
timely, published in an upcoming issue of the SVSA 
Music News. Announcements from non-members will 
be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’ Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com.

SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2022 SVSA Board Members:
mike Pearrell – President
mike franke – Vice President
celie holmes – Treasurer
Mollye Otis – Secretary
David Simpkins – At-Large Board 

Member and Newsletter Editor
Larry helms – At-Large Board Member

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011

www.svsasongs.com
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WHO WE ARE

The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 
(SVSA), founded in 1981, comprises approximately 40 
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who 
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing 
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen 
to fellow writers’ songs, and share feedback with one 
another in a supportive, encouraging, and engaging 
process.

The SVSA also offers workshops, social events, and 
performance opportunities for its members, along with 
a newsletter, web site, and a Facebook page that focus 
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to 
Roanoke and the region. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant 
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of 
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to 
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues, 
you can submit songs and contribute to the feedback 
sessions, plus participate in all our activities.

The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers 
growing and reaching their potential because of the 
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this 
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com 

A BIT ABOUT OUR ASSOCIATION

We have among us people who range from seasoned 
professional and semi-professional performers to those 
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our 
members have many albums to their credit, while some 
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.  

Several members have sold songs to famous artists 
or have film and TV placements. Some play multiple 
instruments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard 
but there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the 
mix. Some are singers, some non-singers, some with 
extensive music education, many with credits in the 
school of life experience who play by ear. There are 
writers who focus more on melody and harmony, and 
others who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are 
skilled producers/arrangers with a depth of technical 
know-how. 

Our membership includes people of all ages 
representing a broad range of musical influences 
including folk, Americana, blues, gospel, rock, 

jazz, zydeco, pop, 
contemporary, country, 
bluegrass, Celtic, and 
theatre/cabaret. With 
this mix of diverse 
styles, interests, and 
skills, we share a rich 
knowledge base and 
learn through the 
exchange of expertise 
from multiple perspectives.

OUR METHOD

unless otherwise indicated, The SVSA meets in the 
L.L. Rice Room at the Jefferson Center in Roanoke 
VA every fourth Wednesday of the month (with holiday 
exceptions). The doors open at 7:00 p.m. for meet, 
greet, and catch-up time. At 7:30, we may have 
business to discuss, then perhaps a brief period of 
activities such as writing exercises, mini-workshop 
presentations, videos, or other creative activities. 
Songs are then presented for listening and feedback 
sessions. On any given night, we discuss the songs in a 
robust, healthy exchange of comments and ideas. The 
meeting ends when all the songs have been presented 
or we close at 10:00 p.m. 

Members and guests are required to submit their Covid 
vaccine record at check in, or, alternatively, email a 
photo of your card to: mollyeotis@gmail.com 

Members may receive written feedback from other 
members in addition to the verbal feedback at live or 
virtual sessions.

Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and 
supportive of one another and respectful of the work. 
Our experience has been that our songs invariably 
improve after going through the feedback process. 

If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group 
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are 
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should 
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a 
member, you may submit songs for consideration in our 
feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate in 
events and benefits of membership. 

THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION


