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Musical connections occur
in three different ways

See Feature Article, page 2

by Aspen Black
In August of 2021, legendary 

folk singer/songwriter Tom Paxton 
doubled back from the exit door at 
3rd St. Coffeehouse, put one hand 
on Alice’s shoulder, the other on 
mine, and said, “I’ve never heard 
you two sing but I want to give you 
some advice. Feel your words.”

He drew his chin back, locked 
eyes between us, repeated with 
bare-wood honesty: “Always feel 
your words,” then turned and 
walked out the door. 

As songwriters, every word, 
every note, every rhythm we 
choose has the power to influence 
lives. According to an article 
published by the University of 

California - Berkeley, research finds 
that music synchronizes people’s 
brains and “helps us come together 
as a community” (Suttie).

It is a privilege for us 
songwriters to be the creators 
who choose those words, notes, 
and rhythms that cause this kind 
of synchronization to occur. But 
connecting with people through 
our music goes farther than just 
synchronizing everyone in the 
room, or those across the airwaves, 
to our beats and common ideas.

In my experience, the three 
main connections that occur 
from a well-written song are 1) 
connection between the listener 
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The next meeting of the SVSA will be held 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28 in the LL Rice 
Room at the Jefferson Center in Roanoke VA.

Doors open at 7:00 p.m.; the meeting begins 
at 7:30 and will last until the last song critique is 
finished, or 10:00 p.m., whichever comes first.

Members may submit one song for critique (on 
CD, phone, computer, or you can perform it live) 
and should provide at least 25 copies of the lyrics.

Critiques are limited to members only but non-
members and guests are encouraged to sit in on 
the discussions and exercises.
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and the writer/performer, 2) 
shared experience listener to 
listener connection and, 3) the 
songwriter’s own connection 
to self and the person or events 
that inspired the song to be 
written.

Those of us who perform 
often can easily distinguish 
between audiences who ignore 
us, people who clap out of 
obligation, and listeners who 
hang on our every word, chord, 
lick, and inflection. This latter 
group is fully connected to us 
and our music. The wine or 
cake or other person in front of 
them is no longer a focus of their 
attention. The chatter to their 
left and right is all but silenced 
by their senses so they can drink 
in everything we say and play.

Some listeners reach into 
their memories through our 
words and sounds. Others hear 
their own struggles or victories 
in our songs and feel connected 
to us and understood. Some 
people go farther by projecting 
themselves onto a character 

or situation we sing about then 
long for our words to give them 
validation for their past or present 
circumstances and/or hope for 
their future.

Others barely notice our lyrics 
and, instead, connect with the 
music itself, letting it carry them 
far from the clutter, pain, truth 
or constrictions of their current 
reality, freeing them, momentarily, 
to feel highs or lows, anger or 
tenderness, restlessness or peace.

There are, undoubtedly, 
many other ways people connect 
with songs but the end result 
is the same. The listener gains 
feeling of acceptance, validation, 
camaraderie, of life being as it was 

but isn’t anymore, or how they 
long for it to be. Sometimes that 
feeling is so strong that it stays 
with them for years and can be 
relived every time they listen to a 
particular song. 

If we are performing our own 
songs, we are often privileged to 
visit with some of these listeners 
during intermission or after the 
show. They spill out stories about 
themselves or family members, 
living or passed, that mirror 
our song’s story or share how 
our song has transported them 
from their pain and worries, 
brought joy, or given them a new 
perspective.

For me, the energy from 
these kind of connections always 
looks like a wide, thick, wavy, 
translucent yellow ribbon, visible 
yet invisible, stretching from 
their body to mine while I chat 
with this random stranger in a 
random town that I may or may 
not ever go back to again. 

The second form of 
connection occurs between 
people in the audience who all 
experience listening to the same 
song at the same time.

“Each person 
brings their 
own memories, 
current thoughts, 
and beliefs to 
the listening 
experience and 
comes away with 
a different 
interpretation.”
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Sometimes friendships or 
fan groups will be launched from 
interpretations of songs or by 
people trying to understand the 
less obvious motivations behind the 
writing. 

Lastly, songs connect us to 
ourselves. As songwriters, we often 
explore our deepest fears, joys, 
dreams, and heartaches through 
our music.

We write words and themes 
we might be afraid or embarrassed 
to say to others in real life or use 
our stories and characters to 
transcend the harshness of our life 
circumstances.

Sometimes we want to send 
a message through a song, either 
to an individual, group, or all of 
society. Maybe we want to lift up 
a person or place and share that 
love we feel for them/it with all 
who will hear. Sometimes we want 
to cause ourselves to feel excited 
or melancholy, rise up from a 
insurmountable low, or validate 
a feeling or belief so we don’t 

Like the 
old story 
about four 
people who 
witness a 
car accident 
from different 
corners of 
the same 
intersection, 
each person 
brings 
their own 
memories, 
current 
thoughts, 
and beliefs to 
the listening 
experience 
and comes away with a different 
interpretation. What resonates 
deeply with one person may find 
deaf ears with another.

But I have observed that 
most people in an audience 
who are open to truly listening 
connect closely with at least 
one to three of the songs in 
each concert and leave the 
show in some way immersed 
in, or distinctly against, the 
songwriter’s perspective of the 
world for awhile.

Some will go back to their 
homes or motels or a late-night 
bar and keep the feeling going 
by conversing with others from 
the audience about their shared 
experience or retell what they 
heard to friends and family not 
in attendance. Others will take 
their shared experience home 
alone but feel a special kinship 
to others who were in that sane 
room or anyone who mentions 
the song(s) or performer/writer 
hereafter.

abandon our 
self-sustaining 
need to have 
it. Sometimes 
we just want 
to turn back 
the clock.

Whatever 
our 
motivations, 
we translate 
observations, 
stories, 
memories, 
and every 
emotion 
felt within 
the human 
experience 

into words, melodies, 
and rhythms that become 
performable songs.

If we are good writers, we 
have created a story, theme, 
mood, and sound that our 
listeners connect with. If we are 
even better at our craft, we have 
written in keywords, nods, or 
layers of connection solely for 
ourselves, so that every time 
we sing or play the song, and 
watch the crowd respond to 
the obvious, we simultaneously 
invoke that sacred connection 
with the person, memory, or 
emotion that initially inspired us.

For me, this combination of 
outward and inward connection 
is the ultimate payoff and the 
only true antidote to loneliness.

Humans crave connection. 
We gather in groups to go to 
ballgames, work on projects, visit 
with family, have a beer, and play 
music. If we were put on Earth to 
live solitary lives we would not 

“We translate observations, stories, 
memories, and every emotion felt 
within the human experience ...

... into words, melodies, 
and rhythms that become 
performable songs.”

See Feature Article, page 4
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have the need to consistently 
seek and align ourselves with 
our “tribe.” We find peace and 
strength in being near people 
who share the same values we 
have, enjoy the same activities 
we do, or experience similar 
fears, setbacks, or imperfections.

This is simply us “being 
human” and is how our audience 
enters a room to listen to our 
concert or turns on their radio, 
CD player, or streaming service to 
hear our songs.

So, the next time you pick 
up your instrument or pen and 
paper, think about connection. 
How can you write a song 

that not only captures your 
own experience, observation, 
or projection, but also speaks 
to the joys, fears, warmth, love, 
trepidations, victories, insecurities, 
hopes, or dreams of yourself and 
strangers? What words reach deep 
into the souls of your listeners 
or rattle their memories? What 
melodies and rhythms transport 
your audience back to childhood 
or open up a temporary place of 
tranquility and peace?

Connection is why I think, after 
a lifetime of writing and performing 
songs, Tom Paxton chose “Feel your 
words” as his one poignant line of 
advice to Alice and me. I think of 

Tom at age 84 — and I can’t help 
but surmise, “He’s been there, 
seen a lot, and knows what it 
[life, songwriting] is really all 
about. He knows we’re here to 
serve and love both ourselves 
and humanity and try to make 
the human experience richer, 
deeper, and better for one 
another.”

Works cited:
Suttie, Jill. University of 

California- Berkeley. June 28, 
2016. https://greatergood.
berkeley.edu/article/item/
how_music_bonds_us_together. 
Accessed Sept. 21, 2022.

“Feel your words.”

~ Tom Paxton
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Sometimes troublesome 
songs lack honest emotion

by Mike Pearrell
First, don’t forget our 

membership meeting Wednesday, 
September 28 at 7:30 PM in the 
Lacy Rice Room on the second 
floor of the Jefferson Center. We’ll 
have a little writing exercise and 
David Simpkins will give a brief 
presentation on his songwriting 
process. These presentations over 
the last several meetings have 
yielded excellent discussions about 
what moves us in our 
songs.

Don’t forget to 
ring a new song or 
a re-worked one for 
others’ comments.

The next SVSA 
showcase will be Saturday, October 
15, at the Celebration Room in 
Moneta VA. The performers are 
Mollye Otis, Steve Clark, Mike 
DeGiorgi, and Josh Jones. This 

is co-sponsored with the Smith 
Mountain Lake Arts Council. JAM 
will open.

I’ve been thinking about 
songwriting a good bit lately, most 
likely thinking about 
it because I haven’t 
been doing it, and the 
songs I have written 
haven’t particularly 
moved me. I’m vain 
enough to only want 
to write good songs and so I psyche 
myself out thinking I don’t have 
anything to say, and then don’t 
start anything.

At times, I’ve brought songs 
to SVSA meetings simply to have 
something to present. Maybe that 
is fine. All completed efforts are 
worthwhile since they might get 
me to a good one next time.

Now my bar for a good song 
is low — am I willing to put it in 
a set list that I’ll perform. (This 
isn’t always a perfect gauge. I’ve 
been performing a few times 
when I realize the song is falling 
flat and my admiration for it was 
misplaced.)

When my songs don’t please 
me or my audience, I need to 
examine why. Of course, it’s 

possible that my 
audience simply 
doesn’t “get” me, 
but the more likely 
thing is the song is 
missing something. 
Almost always that 

something is a piece of honest 
emotion.

I had a class with Steve Seskin 
years ago where he noted that 
the important things in songs are 

MiKE PEARREll

emotion and details, and if you 
must leave out one, let it be the 
details. I think emotion can come 
from lyrics and music. When it 
comes from both matched together 
you’ve really hit the sweet spot. 
I don’t believe that the emotion 
has to be deep, but it shouldn’t be 
cruel. The best funny songs work 
that way.

So, I’m not writing songs — 
what am I doing? I 
am practicing guitar 
and trying to learn 
a little piano. Mostly 
I am work with 
Chord Progressions 
for Songwriters, 

Richard J. Scott, or other music 
material I have. That’s how I’ll 
break out. I can also go back to 
some older, partial songs and see 
if I can reignite them. Embers can 
become fire again.

Or … I’ve heard a couple 
songwriters recently talk about 
deep diving into specific artists. 
Mike Franke has spoken of driving 
somewhere and only listening 
to Jackson Browne. Last week at 
3rd Street Coffeehouse, Kat Mills 
spoke of doing the same thing with 
Stephen Stills.

It sounds like a good idea to 
me. It’s not that we want to copy 
these artists as writers — it’s 
getting a sense of how songs come 
together. Rhythm, melody, and 
words.

“When my songs 
don’t please me 
or my audience, I 
need to examine 
why.”

President’s 
Message

“The important 
things in songs 
are emotion and 
details.”

Next monthly meeting
is LIVE and IN-PERSON

Wed Sept 28
at 7:00 p.m.

in the LL Rice Room
at the Jefferson Center, 

Roanoke VA
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AND THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA 
SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION

present

“Writers In The Round”
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T-shirts available!
A few extra t-shirts (in various

sizes) will be available for pur-
chase ($20) at the Sept. 28 meeting.
First snagged, first bagged. Or some-
thing like that.

Also, a few members’ shirts are as
yet unclaimed and those will also be
available to pick up at the Wednes-
day meeting. Your names are on
them. Come and get ‘em! And
please check off your name
on the order sheet.

Trafidlo co-write
snags 2nd place
in song contest

Winners of the Common 
Grounds On The Hill 2022 Acoustic 
Roots Songwriting Contest were 
announced recently with SVSAer 
Greg Trafidlo and co-writer Paul 
Iwancio coming in second with 
their song Who Took The Donuts 
Away. First place went to Kristen 
Grainger of Salem OR with Ghost of 
Abuelito.

Dan Hildebrand (right) and Adonna Lemon (left) per-
formed at the Virginia Mountain Vinyards on Sept. 5.

SVSA President
Mike Pearrell
strums a Gibson
acoustic at the
Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in Cleve-
land OH.

Josh Jones recently donated
a guitar and an amp to a local
worthy cause.
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Aspen Black taught her
“Waves of Sound” audio
recording workshop in
June of 2022 at the
Converse County Library
in Glenrock WY.
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Gilmore releases brand-new original CD
Long-time SVSA member Jerry 

Gilmore’s newest CD, Dogs, Places, 
Trains, & Things That Matter, 
contains 13 original songs in the 
traditional country format.

From a tune about the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and old dogs to the 
story of a historical train’s return, 
many of Gilmore’s songs were born 

in the Shenandoah Valley and were first heard at SVSA 
monthly meetings.

With a couple of tunes about veterans’ issues 
and a poignant story about a daddy/daughter event, 
this collection runs the gambit. Add on an upbeat 
tune about extra parts that we all have — plus other 
surprises — it’s quite the collection!

Downloads are available at CDBaby.com or the 
actual CD itself can be had by direct purchase from 
www.jerrysongs.com.

Latest Kinnfolk CD to be released Oct 14
Kinnfolk, the Celtic music duo made up of SVSA 

members Josh and Julie Kinn, will release their second 
studio album, The Knotted Circle, on October 14.

After a year of arranging, recording, 
brainstorming, editing, and designing, they’re 
ecstatic to give a first glimpse of the official album 
cover art. The track list, live show dates, and other 
announcements will follow on their Facebook page 
and their web site at www.kinnfolkmusic.com.

In the meantime, a video featuring a cut from the 
new CD is available to see on YouTube. The Byker Hill 
video single can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=lWcwt6ojvDw
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by Aspen Black
For the first time ever, Alice and I will be flying 

to different locations during the same time period to 
play music. Alice will fly (alone — another first) on 
Sept 27 to Albuquerque NM and then drive up with 
her International Western Music Association friends 
to Durango CO to play a four-day festival.

On Sept 30, I will fly to SD to join Kerry 
Grombacher for a two-week concert tour in SD, WY, 
NE, and ND.

Since Alice started playing music at age three, if 
she was performing, we have always traveled to her 
shows together. (Smile and happy tear.) Our youngest 
SVSA member is spreading her wings, flying out as 
her own person on all those years of mentoring and 
musical shepherding we’ve given her!

Our young desert hawk takes wings
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by Dan Hildebrand
The bi-monthly Traveling 

Troubadour Concert was held 
at Bob Schmucker’s “Bob Trap 
National Park and Performing 
Arts Center” in Vinton VA on Sept 
17. It was a perfect late summer 
evening for an outdoor concert 
on the patio.

The SVSA’s own Josh Jones 
opened up the concert with 
some of his all-time classic hits 
to a group of 23 music fans and 
musicians.

This was followed by the 
featured act, Blacksburg VA artist 
LP Kelly. Liam Kelly has been 
around the block a few times 
with influences of punk, Irish, 
nautical and old-time blues. 
Kelly showed his mastery on the 
guitar, banjo, and dobro with an 
excellent blend of beautifully 
understated string play and 
silky-smooth vocals. 

Tips were generous, but even 

Tales of the Traveling Troubadour

Blacksburg VA’s LP Kelly was the headliner for the
Traveling Troubadour event at “BobTrap” on Sept 5.

Dan Hildebrand (left) and Adonna Lemon (right) en-
joy the proceedings as LP Kelly takes the stage.

SeeTroubadour, page 12
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more generous was LP Kelly 
himself who donated the tip 
proceeds to Feeding Southwest 
Virginia, a noble gesture!

There was also a pot luck 
food spread and I guarantee 
that nary a soul went home 
hungry.

Ten musicians played two 
songs each at the Open Mic post-
concert, highlighted by Professor 
Bill Stanton, who delivered 
threes strong songs on his long-
anticipated return to the stage.

A special thanks to SVSA 
members seen at the concert, 

Mark Baskind, Aspen Black, 
Mike Franke, Professor 
Bill Stanton and, of course, 
opener Josh Jones, Traveling 
Troubadour head Dan 
Hildebrand, and host Bob 
Schmucker. 

Support for the Traveling 
Troubadour House Concert 
Society and Bob Trap was 
greatly appreciated.

Keep an eye out for an 
upcoming concert announcement 
which will be happening on Sat 
Nov 5 in Roanoke VA.

Josh Jones
was the opener
at BobTrap on
Sept 17.

Dylan Locke, owner and MC of the Floyd Country Store introduces the Americana
Afternoon Songwriters Circle on Sept 17 featuring SVSAers (left to right) Greg
Trafidlo, Kathy Acosta, Britt Mistele, Mike Pearrell, and David Simpkins.
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A very special upcoming
Traveling Troubadour Concert

The Traveling Troubadour House Concert Society invites you to a special 
concert at the KING GEORGE INN B & B on Nov 5 in Roanoke VA.

Lynn Hunt will host for the Saturday evening event and the featured 
entertainer will be Nashville Singer/Songwriter Sam Robbins.

Sam Robbins is often described as an “old soul singer songwriter.” A 
Nashville-based musician whose music evokes classic ’70s singer songwriters 

like James Taylor and Neil Young, Sam adds a modern, upbeat edge to 
the storyteller troubadour persona. An avid performer, he has gained 

recognition from extensive touring and as one of the six 2021 winners in the 
Kerrville Folk Festival New Folk competition, one of the largest and most 

prestigious competitions in the country.

Opening the event will be award-winning singer/songwriter Mike DeGiorgi.
Mike is a talented and witty performer and a former SVSA President.

Refreshments will be served, please bring an appetite and a dish to pass 
around. There will be a festive feast at the old KING GEORGE INN on 

November 5th!

BYOB 

Please RSVP in advance, minimum $10 per person donation appreciated.

Concert starts at 6:30 p.m. with a mingle hour at 5:30 p.m.

Dan Hildebrand — The Traveling Troubadour

The KING GEORGE INN — 315 King George Ave SW, Roanoke VA
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By Greg 
Trafidlo
This article 
is not about 
how to write, 
but possibly 
why.

It is 
based on the 
presentation 
I made at 

last month’s SVSA meeting. It must 
have touched a nerve, the heart, or 
something else since it generated 
an hour-long discussion afterward 
and dialogue which included every 
attendee.

Sometime back, I sent a song 
to a prospective publisher and 
a couple weeks later received a 
phone call from him saying, “That 
song you sent me — it’s a real one 
isn’t it?”

He was right! It was a “Real 
One” from the heart, out of a 
personal situation. In other words, 
it came from a candid place 
that compelled me to write it. It 
was about a frenetic long-term 

HOW I WRITE

SONGS
Editor’s Note: This year, the 
SVSA Board decided to forego 
scheduling “pro” workshops 
in favor of requesting its own 
members to deliver their own 
presentations. The workshops 
will cover various topics. One 
major one will be the “How 
I Write Songs” series. Greg 
Trafidlo was the third presenter 
with this discussion-producing 
insight into his own songwriting 
process. 

The song I never wrote
but need to ... someday ... maybe!

relationship I had with a woman 
who was extremely bipolar. I may 
never know if I was writing the 
song to her or to myself (probably 
both).

 The best thing to come out 
of the process was that the song 
got me a publishing deal. An 
added benefit was it added to my 
understanding of the relationship. 
As Hemingway once said, “Good 
writing is true writing.” 

When it 
comes to that one 
elusive song you 
believe in, ask 
yourself, “Self ! 
Why haven’t I 
gotten around to 
writing it?” Was 
it a song you possibly just put off 
for lack the courage to write? Was 
it because you simply couldn’t find 
the words or didn’t want to go that 
deep? 

For some SVSA members, 
writing from these deeper personal 
places are easier than for others. 
But we all have had our share of 

regrets, loss, guilt, and betrayal 
— the stuff that the blues genre is 
built on. 

Maybe there’s something in the 
back of your heart and mind you 
needed to say to someone, positive 
or negative. But for some reason, it 
just never was written. 

It’s one of those songs that 
linger inside and cry out to be 
completed. Perhaps it’s for an 
audience of one or for someone 

long gone who 
will never have a 
chance to hear it.

Writing 
“real” songs 
doesn’t mean 
they have to be 
confessional, 

or as biographical as many songs 
in Joni Mitchell’s song catalogue 
demonstrate. They can be done 
first person, like John Hiatt’s She’s 
Crossing Muddy Water. I have 
nothing but respect for him for 
writing it. If you haven’t heard it, or 
its back story, please have a listen 

See Songs, page 15

“It takes courage, 
but writing from a 
true place can be 
cathartic.”
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on YouTube.
Or it could be written in the 

third person, like James Taylor’s 
Bartenders Blues, or Jimmy Webb’s 
Wichita Lineman or Galveston. 
Each of these songs informs me 
not only of the singers’ loneliness, 
but also demonstrates the writers’ 
emotional connection to their own 
understanding of that feeling.

But your unwritten gems also 
can be positive instead of a maudlin 
cry-in-your-beer blues. They can 

be songs of thanks, forgiveness, 
gratitude, love, and joy.

Keep in mind that as performing 
songwriters, it’s best for us to write 
that song in a genuine way which 
will grab the audience. Hopefully, 
they’ll find themselves in your song 
and can say, “You wrote my life.”

It takes courage, but writing 
from a true place can be cathartic. 
It comes down to writing from your 
unique perspective, true to the 
craft, your audience, and yourself.

Some subjects are easier to 
avoid then to face head on. Years 
ago, Mike DeGiorgi and I discussed 
how easy it was for each of us to 
start a song with serious intent and 
deftly fashion it into something 
funny! Talk about “Artful Dodgers” 
— we’re masters of milque-toast 
evasion! That shouldn’t apply to 
your songwriting. 

To paraphrase W.C. Fields, “There 
comes a time when we must take the 
bull by the tail and face up to it.”

Artists deserve the respect 
of being paid wherever 
ttheir music is played. Yet, 

broadcast corporations refuse 
to compensate creators when 
their music is played on AM/FM 
radio — despite making billions of 
advertising dollars from the music.

It’s time to end this unfairness 
against working-class Americans — 
our family, friends, and neighbors.

SoundExchange and the 
musicFIRST Coalition are 
committed to ending this decades-
old injustice. To do so, we need your 
help.

Congress is debating the 
American Music Fairness Act 
(AMFA), common-sense legislation 
that would finally ensure creators 
get paid for AM/FM airplay 
while also protecting small and 
independent local broadcasters.

The bill currently has bipartisan 
support and has made tremendous 
progress in the Congress this 

Support the
Music Fairness Act

year. By turning up the volume on 
this critical issue and demanding 
change, we can push Congress to 
finally move forward with righting 
this wrong. 

You are in a unique position to 
help spread the word by lending 
your credible voice and platform. 
Congress responds best to their 
stakeholders that are most affected 
by legislation. 

To join the movement, we 
encourage you to: 

• Spread the word on social 
media using the hashtag #fairpay. 
Click here to tweet “I Support 
#fairpay for all music creators” and 
share the musicFIRST Coalition 

website. 
• Write your member of 

Congress to cosponsor AMFA. Click 
here to send a pre-drafted message 
and make your voice heard. 

It is long past time to provide 
artists and their families with the 
compensation to which they are 
entitled. Please join us in spreading 
awareness and taking action in 
pursuit of music fairness. 

Thank you for your 
consideration. We are grateful for 
your important voice in this critical 
campaign.

Take action now!
For questions or comments 

about the Music Fairness Act, please 
contact advocacy@soundexchange.
com.

E D i T O R ’ S 
N O T E

This message was sent to the 
SVSA via SoundExchange, a 
sponsor and partner organization 
of Folk Alliance International.
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The SVSA Music News functions for members 
in many ways. One of the most overlooked 
is the free classifieds section.

There are two restrictions: One is that all 
classifieds must be music-related; the other 
is that classified ads may be submitted by 
paid members only. And that’s it!

Remember: An ad is much more successful 
when accompanied by a clear photo and 
a complete and detailed description. The 
ad must contain a working e-mail or cell 
number. The SVSA Music News will not 
forward ad enquiries.

Take advantage of this free service now. 
Classifieds will run monthly until pulled by 
the person who submits the ad.

Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com or amosflame@
aol.com. 

SVSA For Sale
SVSA member Britt Mistele is selling an Emerald 

X30 carbon fiber six-string guitar. Candy-stripe Paduk 
top. It has an LR Baggs Anthem pick-up system and 
plays like a dream. No worries with heat or humidity. 
Comes with a Hiscox hard-shell case. Mint condition. 
$3000.00. Contact Britt at 276-728-6529.

3rd Street Coffeehouse is selling a brand-new-
in-box (never opened) Insignia™ 55” Class F50 Series 
QLED 4K UHD Smart Fire TV. Comes with Amazon 
Fire. It sells at Best Buy for $339.99 plus tax but you 
can get it for $300 obo. Call SVSA board member 
Bob Schmucker at 540-521-4507.
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SVSA performing songwriters are everywhere! At left, Vice President Mike Franke performs at the 
Solstice Farm Brewery on Sept 3. Center, President Mike Pearrell was the opener at 3rd Street 
Coffeehouse on Sept 9. At right, Bright Aku performs outside at a benefit.

As Jefferson Center Music Lab 
director Jordan Harman got back 
into his office getting ready for 
students to return this year, he 
found time to send a photo of the 
SVSA-sponsored Mickey Nelson 
award plaque complete with first-
time winner Jonathan Shenal’s 
name attached.

The SVSA created The Mickey 
Nelson Songwriter of the Year 
Award in Mickey’s honor as 
an incentive to the Music Lab 
students. See page 18 for a 
detailed description of the award 
and its ramifications as well as 
information on how you can help 
the SVSA keep this award an on-
going yearly event.

Mickey Nelson
award winner in place
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Would you “like”
to help the SVSA

get more followers
on Facebook?

That’s all we need you to do. Just 
go to our Facebook page and “like” us. 
That’s it. Your “like” will cause Facebook’s 
algorithms to start considering the SVSA’s 
page for shares, postings, and a greater 
all-around presence.

Of  course, 
we’d also 
appreciate your 
input. You can 
share things 
to our page, 
comment on 
posts, memes, 
and images, 

and generally help make our page become 
more active and seen by more Facebook 
users.

As we said, it doesn’t take much. Just 
pop the following URL into your Google (or 
whatever) search box, go to the Facebook 
SVSA page, and “like” us. We’d really “like” 
it if  you’d help us out! Thanks!

https://www.facebook.com/search/
top?q=southwest%20virginia%20
songwriters%20association

Help SVSA sustain
Jefferson Center
Music Lab

by Mollye Otis
SVSA is a sponsor of The Music Lab, a progressive 

music and production program at the Jefferson Center 
in Roanoke VA. We are making an annual contribution 
of $300 to the tuition fund that is distributed to 
worthy students from the greater Roanoke area who 
show talent and promise.

The Music Lab presents an extraordinary 
opportunity to about 30 students each year, offering 
state-of-the-art production studios, music lessons, and 
learning alongside professional guest artists.

Mickey Nelson, a longtime SVSA member, astute 
songwriter, and frequent performer saw the value 
in supporting the next generation of writers and co-
founded The Music Lab. The SVSA created The Mickey 
Nelson Songwriter of the Year Award in his honor 
as an incentive to the Music Lab students, a way of 
“earning” our investment.

Jordan Harman, the Education and Outreach 
Coordinator for the program will guide and advise 
the students who will create and submit their work to 
an SVSA committee for adjudication at the end of the 
Spring Semester.

A plaque featuring Mickey Nelson is now 
prominently displayed in the Music Lab Production 
Room. Another plaque that will displayed will show 
the names of the winner of The Mickey Nelson 
Songwriter of the Year Award each year. Then, also 
yearly, a public presentation will recognize the winner 
and SVSA’s part in this program.

Please consider donating $5 on behalf of 
the Mickey Nelson Award to help support our 
commitment.

There are two ways to pay, either by clicking the 
tab on the pull-down menu within the dues-paying 
page of the SVSA website or by sending a PayPal 
payment to SVSAFunds@gmail.com. You may also 
mail a check to PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011.

We value songwriting as we value our 
organization and its members — and we hope you 
might make a small donation to help sustain this 
important outreach. 
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LOCAL, REGIONAL
OPEN MICS

We’ll be right back after a vaccine from our doctors ...

Most – if not all – local and regional open mics have been shut down 
due to coronavirus concerns. However, it seems that good news 
abounds and our recreations, venues, and events are shaking 
themselves like dogs just out of the water and readying to re-
open. Keep an eye out for the return of our comprehensive Local & 
Regional Open Mic listings. It’ll be sooner than later!

SVSA Performing Members’ Upcoming Gigs

The ceiling at 3rd Street Coffeehouse in Roanoke VA.

ASPEN BlACk & kERRY GROMBACHER DUO:

• Sat Oct 1, 9:00 a.m., Buffalo Round Up Art Fair, Custer 
State Park, Custer SD

• Sun Oct 2, 3:00 p.m., Pat’s Place House Concert, Hot 
Springs SD

• Mon Oct 3, 6:00 p.m., Moorcroft Crook County Public 
Library, Moorcroft WY

• Tue Oct 4, 7:00 p.m., Campbell County Library, Gillette 
WY

• Wed Oct 5, 5:00 p.m., Sheridan County Fulmer Library, 
Sheridan WY

• Thur Oct 6, 4:30 p.m., Hulett Crook County Public 
Library, Hulett WY

                      7:30 p.m., Sundance Crook County Public 
Library, Sundance WY

• Sat Oct 8, 10:00 a.m., Willow Brook Assisted Living, 
York NE

                      2:30 p.m., Hearthstone Nursing /
Rehabilitation, York NE

                      7:00 p.m., The Liederkranz Club, Grand 
Island NE

• Sun Oct 9, 2:00 p.m., Garfield County Library, Burwell 
NE

• Mon Oct 10, 5:00 p.m., Cozard Memorial Library, 
Chamberlain SD

• Tue Oct 11, 7:00 p.m., K.O. Lee Public Library, 
Aberdeen SD

• Wed Oct 12, 6:30 p.m., Madison Public Library, 
Madison SD

• Thur Oct 13, 7:00 p.m., Ellendale Opera House, 
Ellendale ND

AlICE BlACk (SOlO):

• Sept 28-Oct 1, Durango Cowboy Poetry & Music 
Gathering, Durango CO. (Multiple stages and 
performances)

www.svsasongs.com
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

David Simpkins
Long Story Short — Offers 12 original 
Americana tunes blending rock, folk, blues, 
and country. 

Marc Baskind
marc with a “c”— Sampler CD of covers 
and original songs offers a taste of the varied 
styles of this accomplished guitarist/singer. 

eyes on the waterlong story shortmarc with a “c”

The Panini Brothers
eyeS on the water — Debut CD from a 
group comprised of SVSA members Larry 
Sakayama and Mike DeGiorgi as well as Chip 
Conway, Mark Earnhardt, and Scott Thomas. 
Jazzy, bluesey, eclectic, original tunes.

carved in song folk singular

Greg Trafidlo
a Different Story — An eclectic 
combination of originals and covers featuring 
old friends and new, competently and 
professionally recorded and performed. And, 
as always, straight from the heart. 

the crawLSPace taPeS — Greg’s most 
joyful CD is a compilation of all his funny and 
goofy stuff. Tom Paxton says, “Loosen up, 
sourpusses. Greg is on the loose again!”

carveD in Song— Most songs co-written 
with some of Greg’s favorite songwriters. 
Listen to audio clips at gregtrafidlo.com. 

foLk SinguLar— Greg’s third solo CD 
reflects the diversity of his songwriting 
and production skills. With SVSA-ers on 
background vocals, and Marc Baskind on 
guitar and vocals.

Mike Franke
what’S Done iS Done — A debut release of 
14 original folk and blues tunes about everyday 
life and interesting people featuring Mike’s 
fingerstyle and slide guitar.

what’s done is done

the crawlspace tapesa different story
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

Trifolkal 
SiLver — The trio celebrates 25 years 
together with a “fan favorite” collection of 
covers from the Beach Boys to Tom Paxton. 

winkin’ — This top-notch release from that 
“trio fiercely dedicated to fun” tempers the 
fun with poignancy and heart. 

winkin’ pacing the moon

Josh Jones
Pacing the moon — Thirteen of the 
strongest songs Josh has written. For lyrics, 
short audio clips and additional information, 
please visit www.jonesgroupmusic.com.

silver

dimestore detective

cup of contradictions

Mike Pearrell
cuP of contraDictionS — 13 original 
songs. Lots of SVSA musicians singing and 
playing.

DimeStore Detective — Mike’s first solo 
CD features 14 original songs. Produced by 
Greg Trafidlo; with a number of guest SVSA 
musicians. Available at Mike’s shows.

dog joggin’

Steve Clark
Dog Joggin’ — Eleven sweet and true 
amusing tunes comprise this quirky singer/
songwriter CD. Available at cdbaby.com.

The Entwined
Songwriter SeSSionS — The CD was 
released at Francis Ford Coppola’s Turtle Inn 
Resort in Belize in 2018. It’s a mix of 13 songs 
written by Dan Hildebrand ranging from real-
life ballads to feel-good ditties. Recorded at 
Blackwater Studios. Percussion and harmony 
by Adonna Lemon.

taLeS from the fire Pit — The most 
popular CD in Placenia, Belize for one week 
in 2018, the latest from the Entwined was 
recorded at Bad Monkey’s music studio, 
located at the couple’s home in VA, and 
features 10 original works.

songwriter sessions tales from the fire pit
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SVSA Members’ Recordings

from the heart of a 
cowgirl

eastern western 
cowgirl

Aspen Black
taLeS from the roaD — 15 original poems 
with musical backup. Every poem has a tie to 
a road, although the road is never the subject. 
Either the road runs through it, shows up in 
a fleeting moment, or the whole story was 
inspired by, or witnessed “on the road.” 

eaStern weStern cowgirL — Eight 
original Contemporary Western songs. 
Available at CDBaby.com/aspenblack7.

from the heart of a cowgirL — 
Original spoken word poems adhering to the 
Western Music Association guidelines for the 
cowboy poetry genre. Available at CDBaby.

horSegirL Poet — Songs and poems about 
horses, cowboys, and rural life. Available at 
CDBaby.

Lovin’ the weSt — This is the latest CD 
released by Western Music Association singer/
songwriter – and SVSA member – Aspen Black. 
It features 10 original selections, seven of 
which are road-tested favorites.

horsegirl poet

lovin’ the west

tales from the road

gumbo stylemy life

Jimmie Landry
my Life — Jimmie sings stories about his 
friends, family, and life on the road. A jazzy-
blues New Orleans-style piano and vocals 
paint a picture of 60 years in music. 

gumBo — Hot and spicy down-home jazz, 
funk, and soul that goes down easy. Ten 
originals and three covers. 

StyLe — A blend of standards and one original 
in a variety of grooves like straight-ahead 
swing, samba, jazz, waltz, and funky second-
line blues.

“I feel like my songs are 
like diary entries for me. So 
I usually write about things 
that have happened to me 

specifically.”

~ Sara Bareilles
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Bill Stanton 
eLectric BiLL — Ten original songs of Bill’s 
lyrics and melodies accompanied by former 
bandmates on electric instruments and vocal 
harmonies originally recorded in the 1980s. 

acouStic BiLL — Ten original songs with 
lyrics and melodies by Bill accompanied by 
former bandmates on acoustic instruments 
and vocal harmonies recorded from the early 
1970s through 2000. 

electric bill acoustic bill

SVSA Members’ Recordings

Jerry Gilmore 
SongS for veteranS & PatriotS — 
covers topics concerning Vietnam veterans, 
POW/MIA warriors, the United States flag, 
military holidays, and the Medal Of Honor. 
The original compositions are performed in 
country, bluegrass, and southern rock styles. 
Available from CDBaby.

songs for veterans
& patriots

www.svsasongs.com

eyes on the horizon kaleidoscope touch the sky

Barbara Martin
eyeS on the horiZon — Jazz and all 
originals with Robert Redd on piano, Chuck 
Redd on drums and vibes, Steve Wolf on 
bass, Mac Walter on guitar, Bruce Swaim on 
saxophone, John Jensen on trombone, and 
Matt Finley on flugelhorn.

kaLeiDoScoPe — Barbara’s jazziest CD. All 
original songs, with co-writes with Joel Evans, 
Mac Walter, and Greg Trafidlo.

touch the Sky — Swinging acoustic blues 
and jazz from Barb Martin and Mac Walter.

SVSA DUES ARE DUE
Pay $35 on-line on our web site
or mail a check / money order to

PO Box 2901, Roanoke VA 24011 
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About Classifieds:
SVSA Music News free classifieds may be submitted 
by paid members only. All classifieds must be music-
related. Members, e-mail your classifieds to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com. 

About articles and other written 
contributions:
SVSA members write feature articles for the SVSA 
Music News throughout the year. Members can 
submit other articles and features at any time. Non-
members may also submit articles and other written 
contributions but their inclusion will be subject to time 
and space constraints. All articles may be edited for 
space considerations and will be edited, as time allows, 
for spelling and grammar. E-mail submissions to svsa.
songwriters@gmail.com.

About Announcements:
SVSA members may list music-related announcements 
in the SVSA Music News. E-mail them to amosflame@
aol.com by the second Tuesday of the month. 
Announcements from members will be e-mailed to 
members as soon as they are received and, if still 
timely, published in an upcoming issue of the SVSA 
Music News. Announcements from non-members will 
be held for publication in an upcoming issue of the 
SVSA Music News.

About Members’ Gig Listings:
SVSA members may submit their upcoming 
performance schedules for publication in the SVSA 
Music News. The submissions will be printed as 
submitted; the more information you provide, the 
more likely the response.

SVSA DISCLAIMER
The ideas and opinions contained 
in this newsletter are intended 
to be helpful to songwriters. The 
companies and organizations 
mentioned are believed to be 
legitimate; however, SVSA does not 
endorse any products or services and 
offers no guaranteed success based 
on the content.

We are always looking for articles 
about SVSA members and articles 
of interest to the songwriting 
community. Email articles and 
information to the Editor, David 
Simpkins, at amosflame@aol.com.

SVSA is a non-profit organization.

2022 SVSA Board Members:
mike Pearrell – President
mike franke – Vice President
celie holmes – Treasurer
Mollye Otis – Secretary
David Simpkins – At-Large Board 

Member and Newsletter Editor
Larry helms – At-Large Board Member

Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association
101 Church Ave SW
PO Box 2901
Roanoke VA 24011

www.svsasongs.com
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WHO WE ARE

The Southwest Virginia Songwriters Association 
(SVSA), founded in 1981, comprises approximately 40 
songwriters from diverse musical backgrounds who 
share the love of songwriting and interest in developing 
our craft. Our core mission is to meet monthly, listen 
to fellow writers’ songs, and share feedback with one 
another in a supportive, encouraging, and engaging 
process.

The SVSA also offers workshops, social events, and 
performance opportunities for its members, along with 
a newsletter, web site, and a Facebook page that focus 
on members’ creative engagement and outreach to 
Roanoke and the region. 

If you are interested in becoming a part of this vibrant 
songwriting community, we invite you to audit two of 
our monthly meetings and then decide if you’d like to 
join the association. Once you’ve paid yearly dues, 
you can submit songs and contribute to the feedback 
sessions, plus participate in all our activities.

The greatest joy we have as a group is seeing writers 
growing and reaching their potential because of the 
work we do together. If you would like be a part of this 
songwriting community, please contact us at info@
svsasongs.com 

A BIT ABOUT OUR ASSOCIATION

We have among us people who range from seasoned 
professional and semi-professional performers to those 
have never been in front of an audience. Some of our 
members have many albums to their credit, while some 
have never set foot in a studio or on a stage.  

Several members have sold songs to famous artists 
or have film and TV placements. Some play multiple 
instruments, and most play guitar or piano/keyboard 
but there are also non-instrumentalist lyricists in the 
mix. Some are singers, some non-singers, some with 
extensive music education, many with credits in the 
school of life experience who play by ear. There are 
writers who focus more on melody and harmony, and 
others who focus more on lyrics. Some writers are 
skilled producers/arrangers with a depth of technical 
know-how. 

Our membership includes people of all ages 
representing a broad range of musical influences 
including folk, Americana, blues, gospel, rock, 

jazz, zydeco, pop, 
contemporary, country, 
bluegrass, Celtic, and 
theatre/cabaret. With 
this mix of diverse 
styles, interests, and 
skills, we share a rich 
knowledge base and 
learn through the 
exchange of expertise 
from multiple perspectives.

OUR METHOD

Unless otherwise indicated, The SVSA meets in the 
L.L. Rice Room at the Jefferson Center in Roanoke 
VA every fourth Wednesday of the month (with holiday 
exceptions). The doors open at 7:00 p.m. for meet, 
greet, and catch-up time. At 7:30, we may have 
business to discuss, then perhaps a brief period of 
activities such as writing exercises, mini-workshop 
presentations, videos, or other creative activities. 
Songs are then presented for listening and feedback 
sessions. On any given night, we discuss the songs in a 
robust, healthy exchange of comments and ideas. The 
meeting ends when all the songs have been presented 
or we close at 10:00 p.m. 

Members and guests are required to submit their Covid 
vaccine record at check in, or, alternatively, email a 
photo of your card to: mollyeotis@gmail.com 

Members may receive written feedback from other 
members in addition to the verbal feedback at live or 
virtual sessions.

Members are coached to be honest, thoughtful, and 
supportive of one another and respectful of the work. 
Our experience has been that our songs invariably 
improve after going through the feedback process. 

If you would like to hang out with this welcoming group 
of songwriters, we would love to meet you! You are 
invited to audit two monthly meetings and then, should 
you decide to join, pay yearly dues of $35. Once a 
member, you may submit songs for consideration in our 
feedback sessions and will be eligible to participate in 
events and benefits of membership. 

THE SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION


